This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


tt] 


CONSTITUTION 


OTTHE 


STATE   OF   ILLINOIS. 


■'■HI       "iT^ 


November  l6j  iiiS^W 
Read  aod  ordoed  to  lie  opoo  th^  tible. 


Printed  by  order  of  the  House^^  Jt^cs€n£QC}ii>ef. 


WASHINGTON  CITY: 

FEINTED  BY  B.   DE    KRAFFT. 
1818. 


J 


J 


/ 


7 


[>3 


Klasiaslta,  September  11,  iai8« 


SIR, 


Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Convention, 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Constitu- 


jtion  ^the   State  of  Illinois. 


I  liave  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  C.  GREENUP, 

Secretary  to  the  Convention. 


Henry  Clay^ 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 
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The  ConnHtiMon  of  the  State  of  lUinoiSf  adopted  in  Convention  at 
Kaskaskiat  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Augusts  in  the  year  of  out 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  the  forty-third. 

The  people  of  the  IlliDois  territory,  having  the  right  of  admis- 
sion into  the  general  government  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  consii* 
tent  Hrich  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  ordinance  of  Con* 
gress  of  1787,  and  the  law  of  Congress  '*  approved  April  18th,  1818," 
entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Illinois  territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  in  order  to  establish  justice,  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  se.cure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity, do  by  their  representatives  in  convention  ordain  and  establish 
the  following  constitution  or  form  of  government;  and  do  mutually 
agree  with  each  other  to  form  themselves  into  a  free  and  independent 
state  by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Iia^iNOis.  And  they  do  hereby  rati* 
fy  the  boundaries  assigned  to  such  state  by  the  act  of  Congress  afore- 
said, which  are  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wa- 
b.sh  river,  thence  up  the  «ame,  and  with  the  line  ot  Indiana  to  the 
northwest  comer  of  said  state;  thence  cast  with  the  line  of  the  same 
sute,  to  the  middle  of  lake  Michigan;  thence  north  along  the  middle 
of  said  lake,  to  north  latitude  forty -two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes; 
thence  west  to  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river;  and  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio  river; 
and  thence  up  the  latter  river  along  its  northwestern  shore  to  the 
beginning. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Concerning  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  Shvernment. 

Sect*  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  state  of  iUin^s, 
shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them  be 
confided  to  a  separate  body  of  magistracy,  to  wit:  Those  which  are 
legislative  to  one;  those  which  are  executive  to  another;  and  those 
which  are  judiciary,  to  another. 

Sect.  2.  No  person  or  collection  of  persons,  being  one  of  those 
departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either 
of  the  others,  except  as  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or  permitted* 
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ARTICLE  n. 

Sect.  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  state,  shall  be  vested 
in  a  general  assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  Hoose  of 
Representatives,  both  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

Sect.  2*  The  first  election  for  senators  and  representatives, 
shall  commence  on  the  third  Thursday  of  September  next,  and  coo* 
tinue  for  that  and  the  two  succeeding  days;  and  the  next  election 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  and  forever  after,  elections  shall  be  held  once  in 
two  years,  on  the  first  Monday  of  August,  in  each  and  every  county, 
at  such  places  therein  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sect  S.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Sta^s,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  state:  who  shall  not 
have  resided  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  district  in  which  he 
shall  be  chosen,  twelve  months  next  preceding  his  election,  if  such 
county  or  district  shall  have  been  so  long  erected;  but  if  not,  then 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties,  district  or  districts  out 
of  which  the  same  shall  have  been  taken,  unless  he  shall  have  been 
absenton  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  state; 
and  who  moreover  shall  not  have  paid  a  state  or  county  tax. 

Sect.  4  The  senators  at  their  first  session  herein  provided  for, 
shall  be  divided  by  lot  from  their  respective  counties  or  districts,  as 
near  as  can  be,  into  two  classes,  llie  seats  of  the  senators  of  th^ 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  and 
those  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  so  that 
one-half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  may  be  biennially  chosen  forever 
thereafter. 

Sect.  5.  The  number  of  senators  and  representatives,  shall,  at 
the  first  session  of  the  general  assembly,  holden  after  the  returns 
herein  provided  for  are  made,  be  fixed  by  the  general  assembly,  and 
apportioned  among  the  several  counties  or  districts  to  be  established 
by  law,  according  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants.  The  number 
of  representatives  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-seven,  nor  more  than 
thirty-six,  until  the  number  of'  inhabitants  within  this  state  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand;  and  the  number  of  senators  shall 
never  be  less  than  one-third  nor  more  than  one-half  of  the  number  of 
representatives. 

Sect.  6.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  has  not  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  who  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  shall  not  have  resided  one  year  in  the  county  or  dis- 
trict in  which  he  shall  be  chosen  immediately  preceding  his  election, 
if  such  county  or  district  shall  have  been  so  long  erected;  but  if  not, 
then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties,  district  or  districts, 
out  of  which  the  same  shall  have  been  taken;  unless  he  shall  have 


[I]  7 

beeo^bseot  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
state,  and  shall  not  moreover  have  paid  a  state  or  county  tax. 

Sect.,  7.  The  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  when  assem*. 
bled,  shall  each  choose  a  speaker  and  other  officers,  (the  speaker  of 
the  senate  excepted:)  each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications  and 
elections  of  its  members,  and  sit  upon  its  own  adjournments.  TwO' 
thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
members. 

Sect*  8.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings  and 
publish  them:  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  any  question  shall^ 
at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sect.  9.  Any  two  members  of  either  house,  shall  have  liberty  to 
dissent  and  protest  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  they  may  thinic 
injurious  to  the  public  or  to  any  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  of 
their  dissent  entered  on  the  journals.  « 

Sect*  10.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceed- 
ings, punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour;  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member^  but  not  a  second  time  for 
the  same  cause. 

Sect.  11.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  governor 
or  the  person  exercising  the  powers  of  governor,  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sect.  1:2.  Senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases  except 
treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest, 
during  the  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  the  same,  and  for  an>  speech  or  debate  in  either  house, 
they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sect.  13.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment  during  its 
sessitn,  any  person  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect 
to  the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour,  in  their 
presence;  provided  such  imprisonment  shall  not  at  any  one  time  ex- 
ceed twenty  four  hours. 

Sect.  14f.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the 
whole,  shall  be  kept  open,  except  in  such  cases  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 
house  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than 
that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Sect.  15.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  but  may  be  alter- 
ed^ amended,  or  rejected  by  the  other, 

Sect«  16.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  different  days  in  each 
house,  unless,  in  case  of  urgency,  three-fourths  of  the  house  where 
auch  bill  is  so  depending  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this 
rule;  and  every  bill  having  passed  both  houses  shall  be  signed  by  the 
speakers  of  their  respective  houses. 
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Sect.  17.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  sUte  shill  bt,  ^*  fie  it 
enacted  by  tlie  ptople  of  the  state  of  lUinoie.  reprenentedin  the  general 

Sect.  18.  The  general  assembly  of  this  state  shall  not  allow  die 
following  officers  of  government  greater  or  smaller  annual  salaries 
than  as  follows,  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four:  The  governor  one  thousand  dollars;  and  the  secretary 
of  state,  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  19.  Mo  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  un- 
der this  state,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  time. 

Sect.  20.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treast^ry  but  in  con- 
sequence of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

Sect.  21.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  public  money,  shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the 
laws  at  the  rising  of  each  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sect.  22.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  pow« 
er  of  impeaching,. but  a  majority  of  all  the  members  present  must  con- 
cur in  animpeachment;  all  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate; 
and  when  sitting  for  the  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence.  No  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
senators  present. 

Sect.  23.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  officers  under  this 
state  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office: 
but  judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal 
from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  profit^  or 
trust,  under  this  state.  The  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquittedf 
shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  pun* 
iihment,  according  to  law. 

Sect.  24<.  The  first  session  of  the  general  assembly  shall  com« 
mence  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  next,  and  forever  after,  the 
general  assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next, 
ennuing  the  election  of  the  members  thereof,  and  at  no  other  period, 
unless  as  provided  by  this  constitution. 

Sect.  25,  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  secretary  of 
state,  attorney  general^  attorney  for  the  state,  register,  clerk  of  any 
court  of  record,  sheriflF  or  collector,  member  of  eiiher  hotise  of  Con- 
gress, or  person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States 
orihis  state,  (provided  that  appointments  in  the  militia,  postmasters 
or  justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  be  considered  lucrative  offices,)  shall 
have  a  seat  in  the  general  assembly:  nor  shall  any  person  hold'mg  an 
office  of  hpnor  or  profit  under  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  authority  of  this  state. 
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Beef.  26»  EveiT.  person  wbo  shall  be  chosen  or  appointee)  to  anir 
office  df  trust  or  pront  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  thereof 
take  an  oath  to  sppport  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  o£ 
this  state,  and  also  an  oath  of  office. 

Sect*  27.  In  all  elections,  all  white  mate  inhabitants  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  stat^  six  months  next  pre* 
ceding  t^e  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector:  but  no  per- 
son shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in  the  county  or  dis^ict  in  which 
he  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

Sect.  28.  All  votes  shall  be  given,  viva  voce,  until  altered  by  the 
general  assembly. 

Sect.  29.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  ot 
breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance 
at  elections  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

Sect.  50.  The  general  assembly  shall  have  full  power  to  eadhide 
from  the  privilege  of  electing  or  being  elected  any  person  convict^ 
of  bribery^  perjury,  or  any  other  infamous  crime. 

Sect.  31.  loihe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundted  and  twenty, 
and  every  &fth  year  thereafter,  an  enumeration  of  all  the  white  inba« 
bitaots  of  the  state  shaU  be  made,  in  such  maniier  as  shall  be  directed 
by  law. 

Sect.  32.  AU  bills  for  raising  a  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
liouse  of  representatives,  subject  however  to  amendment  or  rejec* 
tion  as  in  other  cases. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  executive  power  cf  this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a 
governor^ 

Sect.  2.  The  first  election  of  governor  shall  commence  on  the. 
third  Thursday  of  September  next^  and  continue  for  that  and  the 
two  succA^eding  days;  and  the  next  election  shull  be  hetd  on  the  first 
Monday  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  him* 
dred  and  twenty-two.  And  forever  after,  elections  for  governor 
shall  be  held  once  in  four  years,  on  the  first  Monday  of  August.  The 
governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  jhe  members  of  the  gene« 
ral  assembly,  at  the  same  places  and  in  the  same  manner  that  they 
shall  respectively  vote  for  members  thereof.  The  returns  for  every 
election  of  governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  scat  of 
gOveroment,  by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the 
bouse  of  tepresenutives,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the 
presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the  general 
assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
goreraor;  but  if  two  or  more  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  then  one 
^  them  shall  be  chosen  governor  by  joint  ballot  of  both  h#t»c5  of 
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the  general  ftssemblv.  CJootested  electious  Bhall  be  determtned  by 
both  houses  of  the  general  assembly  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

^Sect.  3.  The  first  governor  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  first  Mon- 
d|ay  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  and  until  another  governor  shall  be  elected  and 
!ualified  to  office:  and  forever  after  the  governor  shall  hold  his  of« 
ce  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until  another  governor  shall  be 
elected  and  qualified;  but  he  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four 
years  in  any  term  of  eight  years.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  year$ 
of  age  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes  thirty  years;  two 
years  of  which  next  preceding  his  election  he  shall  have  resided  with- 
in the  limits  of  this  state. 

Sect.  4b.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  the  general  assembly 
ipformation  of  the  state  of  the  goverment^  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  5.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons 
after  conviction^  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

Sect.. 6.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a  salary  for 
his  services,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during 
the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sect.  7.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  offi- 
cers in  the  executive  department  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  du* 
ties  of  their  respective  offices,  and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed. 

Sect.  8.  When  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  appointment  is  by 
this  constitution  vested  in  the  general  assembly,  or  in  the  governor 
^nd  senate,  shall,  during  the  recess,  die,  or  his  office  by  uny  means 
become  vacant,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy, 
by  granting  a  commission  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  general  assembly.       -^ 

Sect.  9.  He  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  convene  the  gen* 
eral  assembly  by  proclamation,  and  shall  state  to  them  when  assem- 
bled the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  have  been  convened. 

Sect.  10-  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  this  state  and  of  the  nalitia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  int6 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  11.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  and  every  county  in  the 
aaid  state,  by  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  gen* 
eral  assembly,  and  at  the  same  times  and  places  where  the  election 
for  such  members  shall  be  held,  one  sheriff  and  one  coroner,  whose 
election  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre* 
scribed  by  law.  The  said  sheriffs  and  coroners  respectively,  when 
elected,  shall  continue  in  office  two  years,  be  subject  to  removal  and 
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disqualification,  and  such  oth#r  rules  and  reguliitioup  as  may  b^  from 
from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  law. 

Sect.  12.  In  ciKe  bf  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with 
respect  to  the  iimeof  adjouroment,  the  governor  shali  Imh^  power 
to  adjourn  the  genei^al  assembly  to  such  a  time  as  he  thinks  proper, 
provided  it  )alt  not  to  a  period  beyond  the  next  constitutional  meeting 
of  the  same. 

Sect*  15.  A  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  chosen  at  every  elec- 
tion fop  governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  for  the  same 
lime,  and  possess  the  same  qualiEcations.  In  voting  for  goyemor,; 
Hid  lieutenant  governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguish  whom  tbey. 
vote  for  as  governor,  and  whom  as  lieutenant-governor. 

Sect.  li.  He  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  speaj^er  of  the  se- 
nate,  have  a  right  when  in  committee  of  the  whole  to  debate,  and 
vote  en  alJ  subjects,  and  whenever  the  senate  are  equally  divided,  to 
give  the  casting  vote.      « 

Sect.  15.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by 
the  lieutenant  governor,  or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  speaker  of 
the  senate,  the  senators  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  n>|$mbers  b% 
yeaker  for  that  occasion;  and  if,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  oCBce  of 
governor,the  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  impeached,  removed  from 
office, refuse  to  qualify,  or  resign,  or  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  state, 
the  speaker  of  the  senate  shall  in  Kke  manner  administer  the  govern- 
aient. 

Sect.  16.  The  lieutenant  governor,  while  he  acts  as  speaker  o( 
the  senate,*  shall  receive  for  his  services  the  same  compensation, 
which  shall  for  the  same  period  be  allowed  to  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  no  «nore;  and  during  the  time  he  ad# 
ministers  the  government  as  governor,  he  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  which  the  governor  would  have  received  had  he  been' 
employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sect.  17.  If  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister the  government,  and  shall,  while  in  such  administration  re* 
aign,  di»or  be  absent  from  the  state  during  the  recess  of  the  general 
assembly,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  (he  secretary  for  the  time  being,  to 
convene  the  senate  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  speaker. 

Sect.  18.  In  case  of  an  impeachment  of  the  governor,  his  re- 
moval fiom  office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify,  resignation  or  absence 
from  the  state,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  exercise  all  the  power 
and  authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  the  time 
pointed  out  by  this  constitution  for  the  election  of  governor  shall  ar« 
rive,  unless  the  general  assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  thif  election 
c^a  governor  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Sect.  19.  The  governor  for  the  time  being,and  the  judges  of  the* 
suprenie  court,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  together  with  the  governor, 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  council  to  revise  all  bills  about 
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to  lie  pitosed  into  laws  bjr  the  generml  smmbly;  and  for  that  purpose 
diall  assemble  themselves  from  time  to  time  when  the  general  assem- 
ht^  ahall  be  convened,  fpr  which  nevertheless  they  shall  not  receive 
any  salary  or  cmMideration  under  any  pretence  whatever;  and  all  bills 
which  have  passed  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  shall,  be* 
fore  they  become  laws,  be  presented  to  the  said  council  for  their  re- 
▼issd  and  consideration;  and  if,upon  such  revisal  and  con8ideration,it 
should  appear  improper  to  the  said  council  or  a  majorit)^  of  them, 
that  the  bill  should  become  ^  law  of  this  state,  they  shall  return  the 
aame,  together  with  their  objections  thereto  in  writing  to  the  senate 
or  house  of  representatives  (in^  whichsoever  the  vame  shall  have  ori-* 
ginated)  who  shall  enter  the  objections  set  down  by  the  council  at 
large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill.  But  if 
after  such  reconsideration  the  said  senate  or  house  of  representatives 
shall,  notwithstanding  the  said  objections,  agree  to  pass  the  aame  by 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  members^lecte'd,  it  shall,  together 
with  the  said  objections,  be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  general 
assembly  where  it  shall  also  be  recon&idered;  and  if  approved  by  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected,  it  shall  become  a  law.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  pre« 
rented,  the  same  shall  be  a  law;  unless  the  general  assembly  shall,  by 
their  adjoumment,render  a  return  of  the  naid  bill  in  ten  days  imprac* 
ticable;  in  which  case  the  said  bill  shall  be  returned  on  the  first  day 
of  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembl}'  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
ten  days,  or  be  a  law. 

Sect.  20.  The  governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad* 
vice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  a  secretary'  of  state,  who  shall 
keep  a  fair  register  of  the  official  acts  of  the  governor,  and  when  re* 
5|uired  shall  lay  the  aame  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers  rela- 
tive thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly,  and  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  law. 

Sect.  21.  The  state  treasurer  and  public  printer  or  printers  for 
the  state,  shall  be  appointed  biennially  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  general  assembly:  Provided,  that  during  the  recess  of 
the  same,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancies  as  may 
happen  in  either  of  said  offices. 

Sect.  22.  The  governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad* 
vice  and  consent  of  the^senate,  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are 
established  by  this  constitution,  or  shall  be, established  by  law,  and 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for:  Provided 
however^hat  inspectors,  collectors  and  their  deputies,  surveyors  of  the 
highways,  constables,  jailors,  and  such  inferior  officers  whose  juris* 
diction  may  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  county,  shall  be  ap^ 
pointed  in  such  manner  as  the  general  assembly  shall  prescribe. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 


Sect.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  state  shaU  be  vested  in  od^- 
supreme  court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the  general  assembly  sfaally 
from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish 

Sect.  2.  The  supreme  court  shall  be  holdenatthe  seat  of  gov- 
ernment and  shall  have  an  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  except  in  case's 
relating  to  the  revenue^  in  cases  of  mandamus,  and  in  such  cases  of 
impeachment  as  may  be  required  to  be  tried  before  it. 

Sect.  3.  IJie  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and 
three  associate's,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum.  The  num- 
ber of  justices  may  however  be  increased  by  the  general  assembly  af- 
ter the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Sect.  4.  The  justices  of  the  supreme  court  and  the  judges  of 
the  inf^ior  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  branches 
of  the  general  assembly,  and  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and 
shall  ho'd  their  offices  during  good  behaviour  until  the  end  of  the 
first  session  of  the  general  assembly,  which  shall  be  begun  and  held 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  at  which  time  their  commissions 
•  shall  expire;  and  until  the  expiration  of  which  time,  the  said  jus- 
tices respectively  shall  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties,  in 
^ch  manner  and  at  such  times,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  such  ju- 
risdiction as  the  general  assembly  shall  by  law  prescribe.  But  ever 
after  the  aforesaid  periodi  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be 
commissioned  during  good  behaviour,  and  the  justices  thereof  shall 
not  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required  by  law. 

Sect.  5.  The  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  offi* 
ces  during  good  behaviour,  but  for  any  reasonable  cause  which  shall 
not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment,  both  the  judges  of  the  su* 
preme  and  inferior  courts  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  the  ad- 
dress of  two*thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly:  Provi- 
ded always,  that  no  member  of  either  house  of  the  general  assemblyp 
nor  any  person  connected  with  a  member  by  consanguinity  or  affinity^ 
shall  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  such  removal  — 
The  said  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  during  their  temporar}'  ap- 
pointments, shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars^ 
payable  quarter  yearly  out  of  the  public  treasury.  The  judges  of  the 
inferior  courtSf  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  who  may  be 
appointed  after  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  general  assembly 
whice  shall  be  begun  and  held  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  shall 
have  adequate  and  competent  salaries,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office. 
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Sect.  6.  The  supreme  «ourt,  or  a  majority  of  the  justices  there- 
of,  the  circuit  courts  or  the  justices  thereof,  shall  respectively  ap- 
point their  own  clerks. 

Sect.  7.  All  process,  writs^and  other  proceeding^shall  run  in  the 
same  of  ^Hhe  people  oj  the  state  of  Illinois  ^^^  All  prosecutions  shall  be 
carried  on  *Vn  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  atate 
oflllinots^^^  and  conclude  ^^against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
»anie!^ 

Sect  8.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be 
appointedmeacK  county  in  such  manner  as  the  general  assembly 
may  direct,  whose  time  of  service,  power,and  duties,lhall  be  regoiat* . 
ed  and  defined  by  law.  And  justices  of  the  peace  when  so  appoint- 
ed shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor.    ^ 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  The  militia  of  the  state  of  Illinois  shall  ccHlsist  of  all 
free  male  able  bodied  persons,  negroes,  mulattoes  and  Indians  ex« 
ctrpted,  resident  in  the  state,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty •^ 
five  years,  except  such  persons  as  now  are  or  hereaicer  may  be  ex^ 
emptedby  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state,  and. shall  be 
armed,e quipped  and  trained  as  the  general  assembly  may  provide  by 
law. 

Sect.  2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously  scrupulous  of 
Jiearing  arms  shall  be  compelled  to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace, 
provided  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  ex- 
emption. 

Sect.  3.  Company,  battalion  and  regimental  officers,  staff  offi- 
cers excepted,  shall  be  elected  by  the  persons  composing  their  aeve- 
ral  companies,  battalions  and  regiments. 

Sect.  4.  Brigadier  and  major  generals  shall  be  elected  by  the 
officers  of  their  brigades  and  divisions  respectively. 

Sect.  5.  All  militia  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  go* 
vernor,  and  may  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behaviour,  or 
until  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

Sect.  6.  l*he  militia  shall  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony   or 

.  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  atten^ 

dance  at  musters  and  elections  of  officers,  and  in  going  to  and  re^ 

turning  from  the  same.  .     , 

ARTICLE.  VL 

Sect.  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  here* 
after  be  introduced  into  this  state,  otherwise  than  for  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  'Convicted; 
nor  shall  any  male  person  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years^  nor 
female  person  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  be  held  to  serve 
any  person  as  a  servant^  under  any  indentiu*e  hereafter  made,  unieM 
such  person  shall  enter  into  such  indenture  while  in  a  stata  of  per- 


B^ 


CO 


15 


feet  f rejoin,  and  on  cotiditioiibrat  bona  fide  consideration  reeeived, 
or  to  be  received  for  their  service.  Nor  shall  any  indenture  of  any 
fiegro  or  mulatto  hereafter  made  and  executed  out  of  this  state,  or 
if  made'in  this  state,  where  the  term  of  service  exceeds  one  year,  be 
of  the  least  validity,  except  those  given  in  cases  of  apprenticeship. 

&ect  3«  No  person  bound  to  labor  in  any  other  state,  shall  be 
hired  to  labor  in  this  state,  except  within  the  tract  reserved  for  the 
salt  works  near  Shai^neetown;  nor  even  at  that  place  for  a  longer 
period  than  one  year  at  any  otie  time;  nor  shall  it  be  allowed  there 
after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five:  any  vid- 
lation  of  this  article  shall  effect  the  emancipation  of  such  person  from 
his  obligation  to  service. 

Sect.  S.  Each  and  every  person  who  has  been  bound  to  service 
by  contract  or  indenture  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  Illinois  Territo* 
ry,  heretofore  existing,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the 
same,  without  fraud  or  collusion,  shall  be  held  to  a  specific  perforni- 
ance  of  their  contracts  or  indentures;  and  such  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  as  have  been  registered  in  conformity  with  the  aforesaid  lawi, 
^all  serve  out  the  time  appointed  by  said  laws:  Provided  however, 
that  the  children  hereafter  born  of  such  persons,  negroes  or  mulattoes, 
ahall  become  free,  the  males  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  the  fe- 
males at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Each  and  every  child  born  of 
indentured  parents,  shall  be  entered  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  in 
which  they  reside,  by  their  owners,  within  six  months  after  the  birih 
of  said  child. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sect.  1.  Whenever  two-thirds  of  the  general  assembly  shall  think 
it  necessary  to  alter  or  amend  this  constitution,  they  shall  recommend 
to  the  electors  at  the  next  election  of  members  to  the  general  assem- 
bly to  vote  for  or  against  a  convention;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a 
majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  state  voting  for  representatives 
have  voted  fora  convention,  the  general  assembly  shall,  at  their  next 
session*  call  a  convention,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  as  there 
may  be  in  the  general  assembly;  to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  at 
the  sam^  place,  and  by  the  same  electors  that  choose  the  general  as* 
sembly,  and  which  convention  shall  meet  within  three  months  after 
the  said  election,  for  the  purpose  of  revising,  altering,  or  amending 
this  constitution. 

ABTICLE  VIII. 

That  the  general;  great,  and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and 
firee  government  may  be  recognised  and  unalterably  established,  wR 
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Sect  1.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights;  among  which  are  those 
of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquiring,  ppsses- 
fling  and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their  own 
happiness* 

Sect.  2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free 
governments  are  founded  on  their  authority  and  instituted  for  their 
peace,  safety,  and  happiness. 

Sect.  3  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  righn 
to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences; that  no  man  can  of  right  be  compelled  to  attend,  er^ct,  or 
support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his 
consent;  that  no  human  authority  can  in  any  case  whatever  controul  or 
iqterfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and  that  no  preference  shall 
ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  jreligious  establishments  or  modes  of 
worship. 

Sect.  <i.  That  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  quali- 
fication to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  this  state. 

Sect.  5.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

Sect.  6.  That  the  right  of  the  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate* 

Sect.  7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,,*  ^ 
papers,  and  possessions,  trom  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  and 
that  general  warrants  whereby  an  officer  may  be  commanded  to  search 
suspected  places  without  evidence  of  the  fact  committed,  or  to  seize 
any  person  or  persons  not  named,  whose  offences  are  not  particularly 
described  and  supported  by  evidence,  are  dangerous  to  liberty  and... 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  < 

Sect.  8.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisoned  or  disseized  o|  his  . 
freehold,  liberties  or  privileges,  or  oudawed  or  e^^iled,  or  in»any  maii- 
ncr  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
peers  or  the  l^w  of  the  land..  And  all  lands  which  have  been  granted  ' 
as  a  common  tu  the  inhabitants  of  any  towq,  hamlet,  vUlage  or  cor* 
poration  by  ^y  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  by  any  govern- 
ment having  power  to  make  such  grant  shall  forever  remain  common 
tn  the  inhabitants  of  such  town,  hamitt,  village  or  corpora^on:  and 
the  said  commons  shall  not  be  leased,  sold  or  divided  under  any  pre* 
tence  whatever:  Provided  however,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  commons  of  Cahokia  or  Prairie  Du- 
pont:  Provided  also,  that  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  grant  the  same  privilege  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
villages  of  Cahokia  and  Prairie  Dupont  as  arc^  hereby  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  other  towns,  hamlets  aqd  villages. 

Sect.  9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  counsel;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cause  of  his  accusation  against  him;  to  meet  the  witnesses  fac^to 
face;  to  have  compulsory  process  to  compel  the  attendanc&pf  wit> 
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iiesses  in  his  favor.  And  in  prosecutions  Hy  indictment  or  informa- 
tfo^^  a  speedf,  fiublic  trial  bv  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicioa^-;  and 
thai  Ht*-«hj»U  not  be  compelled  to  sjivf  evidence  against  himself. 

Sect.  10.  That  no  per'^oi  shall  f  >rany  indictable  'ff  ncf'.bc  pr  - 
ceeded  against  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cases  arising  m 
th*-  land  or  naval  forces,  or  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time 
of  WW  or  public  danger,  by  leave  of  the  courts,  for  oppression  or  mis^ 
demeanor  in  oflBce. 

Sect.  11.  No  person  shall  for  the  same  offence  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb:  nor  shall  any  man's  property  bt  taken  or 
applied  tn  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  representatives  in  the 
general  assembly   nor  wirhoutjusr  compensation  being  made  to  him. 

9f  ct.  IS.  Every  person  within  this  state  ought  to  find  a  certain 
remedy  in  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  or  wrpngs  which  he  may  receive 
in  his  person,  property,  or  character;  he  ought  to  obtain  right  and 
joBtice  freely  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it,  complete- 
ly and  without  derial,  promptly  and  without  delay,  conformably  to 
the  laws. 

Sect.  13.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties 

unless  for  capital  offences,  where  the   proof  is   evident  or  the  pre- 

^aumptton    great;   and   the  privilege  of    the  writ    of  habeas  corpus 

%hall  not  be  suspended,  unltss  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  mvasion, 

fbe  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Seet.  14.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence,  the  true  design  of  all  punishments  being  to  reform,  not  to  ex- 
terminate,  mankind. 

Sect  15.  No  person  shall  he  imprisoned  for  dtbt,  unless  upon 
refusal  to  deliver  Op  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  or  in  cases  where  there  is 
•trong  presumption  of  fraud. 

Sect  46.  Ho  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  valid- 
ity of  contracts  shall  ever  be  made;  and  no  conviction  bhall  work  cor« 
ruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Sect.  17.  That  no  persofk  shall  be  liable  to  be  transported  out  of 
this  state  for  any  offence  committed  within  the  same. 

Sect-  18.  That  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
pies  of  civil  government  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  bless* 
logs  of  liberty. 

Sect.  19f  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  assemble  together  in  a 
peaceable  manner  to  consult  for  their  common  good,  to  instruct  their 
representatives,  and  to  apply  to  the  general  assembly  for  redress  of 
grievances. 

Sect.  20.  That  the  mode  of  levying  a  tax  shall  be  by  valuation, 
so  that  every  person  shall  pay  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
property  he  or  she  has  in  his  or  her  possession. 

Sf  ct.  SI*    That  there  ahall  bt*  no  other  banks  or  monied  institu*- 

.   3 
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tions  10  this  state  but  those  already  provided  by  Taw*  except  a  state 
bank  .and  its  hrancheH,  which  may  be  established  and  reeulated  b}  the 
gcnersil  assembly  of  the  state  as  they  ittay  think  proper. 

Sect,  22.  The  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  or  of 
any  branch  of  government;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restraio 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opin* 
ions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man.  and  ever)'  citisen  may 
freely  f^peak,write«  and  print,  on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the 
abuse  of  that  libertv. 

Sect.  23.  Iti  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investi- 
gating the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  of  men  acting  in  a  public  ca« 
pacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information, 
the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And  in  all  indictments 
for  libels,  the  jury  shall  hove  the  right  of  determining  both  the  law 
and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 


[l] 


SCHEDULE. 
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Sect  1.  Thit  no  inconveniences  may  artae  from  the  change  of 
a  terntorial  to  a  permanent  state  governmenti  it  is  declared  by  the 
coDventioo,  that  all  hg^hts*  suits,  actionsf  prosecutions,  claims  and 
contracts,  both  as  it  respects  individuals  and  bodies  corporate,  shall 
^oDttnue  as  if  no  change  ha^  taken  place  in  this  government  in  vir- 
of  the  laws  noar  in  force. 

Sect.  2.  All  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  due  and  owing  to  the 
territory  of  Illinois,  shall  enure  to  the  use  of  the  sute.  All  bonds  ex* 
ccuted  to  the  governor,  or  to  any  other  officer  in  his  official  capacity 
in  the  territory,  shall  pass  over  to  the  governor  or  to  the  officers  of 
the  state  and  their  successors  in  office  for  the  use  of  the  state,  by 
him  or  by  them  to  be  respectively  assigned  over  to  the  use  ot  those 
concerned,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sect.  S.  No  sheriiFor  collector  of  public  moneys  shall  be  eligi* 
ble  to  any  office  in  this  state,  until  the)  have  paid  over,  according  to 
law,  all  moneys  which  they  may  have  collected  by  virtue  of  their  re* 
speccive  offices. 

Sect.  4.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county  three  county 
commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  county  businessi 
whose  time  of  service,  power,  and  duties,  shall  be  regulaud  and  de* 
fined  by  law. 

Sect.  5.  The  governor,  secretary,  and  judges,  and  all  other  offi. 
cers  under  the  territorial  government,  shall  contmue  in  the  exercise 
of  the  duties  of  their  respective  departments  until  the  said  officers  are 
superceded  under  the  authority  of  this  constitution. 

Sect.  6.  The  governor  of  this  sute  shall  make  use  of  his  pri- 
vate seal,  until  a  state  seal  shall  be  provided. 

Sect.  7.  The  oaths  of  office  herein  directed  to  be  taken,  may  be 
administered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  until  the  general  assembly 
shall  otherwise  direct. 

Sect.  8.  Until  the  first  census  shall  be  taken  as  directed  by  this 
constitution,  the  county  of  Madison  shall  be  entitled  to  one  senator 
and  three  representatives;  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  to  one  senator  and 
three  representatives;  the  county  of  Br>nd,  to  one  senator  and  one 
representative;  the  county  of  Washington,  to  one  senator  and  one  re* 
presenutive;  the  county  of  Monroe,  to  one  senator  and  one  repre« 
tentative;  the  county  of  Randolph,  to  one  senator  and  two  repesen* 
taiives;  the  county  of  Jackson,  to  one  senator  and  on^  representative; 
the  counties  of  Johnson  and  Franklin  to  form  one  senatorial  district, 
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and  to  be  entitled  to  one  senator,  and  each  county  to  one  representa* 
tive;  the  county  of  Untont  to  one  senator  and  two  representatives;  the 
county  of  Pope,  to  one  senator  and  two  representatives;  the  county 
of  Gallatin,  to  one  senator  and  three  representatives;  the  county  of 
TVhite,  to  one  senator  and  three  representatives;  the  county  of  Ed- 
wards, to  one  senator  and  two  representatives;  and  the  county  of 
Crawford,  to  one  senator  and  two  representatives. 

Sect.  9.  ITie  president  of  the  convcnrion  shall  issue  writs  of. 
election,  directed  to  the  several  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  or  ia 
case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  any  sheriff,  then  to  the  deputy  she- 
riff, and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  deputy  sheriff,  then 
such  writ  to  be  directed  to  the  qoroiior,  requiring  them  to  cause  an 
election  to  be  held  for  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  representative 
to  the  present  Congress  of  the  United  :^tiites,  and  members  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  and  sheriffs  and  coronors  in  the  respective  counties; 
such  election  toconnmence  on  the  th  rd  Thursda>  of  de|neinber  next, 
and  to  continue  for  that  and  the  two  succeeding  days;  and  which 
election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  prcscrib:*d  by  the  existing 
election  laws  of  the  Illinois  Territory;  4nd  the  said  governor,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  members  of  the  generul  assembly,  sheriffs  and  cor- 
onors, then  duly  elected,  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices  for  the  time  prescribed  h\  this  constitution,  and  ua« 
til  their  successor  or  successors  arc  qualified,  and  no  longer. 

Sect.  10.  An  auditor  of  public  account^!,  an  attorney  general 
and  such  other  officers  for  the  state  as  may  be  necessary,  may  be  ap^« 
pointed  by  the  general  assembly,  whose  duties  may  be  regulated  by 
law. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  enact 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  prevent  the  practice  of 
duelling. 

Sect.  12.  All  white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  be  actual  residents  of  this  state,  at  the  signing  of 
this  constitution,  shall  have  aright  to  a  vote  at  the  election  to  be  hrld 
on  the  third  Thursday,  and  the  two  following  days  of  Sept  mber  next. 

Sect.  13.  The  aeat  of  government  for  the  state  shall  be  at  Kas- 
kaskia  until  the  general  assembly  shall  otherwise  provide.  The  gen- 
eral assembly  at  their  first  session,  holden  under  the  authority  <tf  this 
constitution,  shall  petition  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  t^ 
grant  to  this  state  a  quantity  of  land,  to  consist  of  not  more  than  four 
nor  less  than  one  section,  or  to  give  to  this  state  the  right  of  preemp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  the  said  quantity  of  land.  The  said  land  to 
be  situate  on  the  Kaskaskia  river,  and  as  near  as  may  be.  east  of  the 
third  principal  meridian  on  said  river.  Should  the  prayer  of  such 
petition  be  granted,  the  general  assembly  at  thtrir  next  session  there- 
after, shall  provide  for  the  appointment  of  five  commissioners  to 
make  the  selection  of  said  land  so  granted;  and  shall  further  provide 
for  laying  oat  a  town  upon  the  land  so  selected;  which  town,  so  laid 
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out,  shall  be  the  seat  of  government  of  this  state  for  the  term  of 
twenty  ycarS.  Should  however  the  prayer  of  said  petition  not  be 
granted,  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  make  such  provi* 
sion  for  a  permanent  seat  of  government  as  may  be  necessary  and 
shall  fix  the  same  where  thev  may  think  best. 

Sect.  14.  Any  person  of  thirty  years  of  age,  who  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States«<<nd  has  resided  within  the  limits  of  this  state  two  veart 
next  preceding  his  election  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  lieutenant 
governor,  tfny  thing  in  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  third  article  of 
this  constitution  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Done  in  convention  at  Kaskaskia,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen^  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  forty-third. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

JESSE  B.  THOMAS,  President  of  the  Convention, 

and  representative  from  the  county  of  &.  Clair* 

B.  Stephenson,         ) 

Joseph  Borough,      >  Madison  County. 

Abraham  Prickett,  ) 

Michael  Jones,  1 

Leonard  White,  I.  Gallatin  Co. 

Adolphus  Frederick  Hubbard,  } 


William  Echols,     )  ,,  ^^  /v,»rfM 
John  Whiteaker,    \  ^^^^  Owniy, 

Andrew  Bankson,     fVaahinffton  Gmniy. 

ATTEST, 

WM.  C.  GREENUP, 

.  becrttary  to  Ike  Qmvention. 
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WHEREAS,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the  act,  enti. 
ded  *'  An  act  to  enable  tht;  people  of  the  lUinois  territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  state  government ,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  state 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  passed 
the  t8th  of  April)  1818,"  have  offered  to  this  convention  for  their 
free  acceptance  or  rejection,  the  following  propositions,  which  if  ac- 
cepted by  the  convention  are  to  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States, 
viz: 

**  ist.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township,  and 
when  such  section  has  been  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other 
lands  equivolent  thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be  grant- 
ed  to  the  state  for  the  use  ot  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the 
use  of  schools. 

2d  That  all  salt  springs  within  such  state,  and  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  same,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  state  for  the  use 
of  the  said  state,  and  the  same  to  be  used  under  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions and  regulations  as  the  legislature  ol  said  state  shall  direct; 
provided  the  legislature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  Ion* 
ger  period  than  ten  years  at  any  one  time. 

dd«  That  5  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying 
within  such  ^tate,  and  which  sh»ll  be  sold  by  Congress,  from  and  af« 
ter  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen,after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  reserv- 
ed for  the  purposes  following,  vis:  Two-fifths  to  be  disbursed 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in  making  roads  leading  to  the 
state;  the  residue  to  be  appropriated  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
for  the  encouragement  of  learning  of  which  oqe-sixth  part  shall  be 
exclusively  bestowed  on  a  college  or  university* 

4th.  That  thirty-six  sections  or  one  entire  township,  which  shall 
be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  one  heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  reserved  for  the 
use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  vested  in  the  legislature  of  the 
said  state,  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  use  of  such  seminary  by  the 
said  legislature." 

And  whereas,  the  four  foregoing  propositions  are  offered  on  the 
condition  that  this  convention  shall  provide  by  ordinance,  irrevocable, 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  every  and  each  tract  of 
land  sold  by  the  United  States  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
181d,  shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  the 
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authority  oftbe  state,  whether  for  state,  county,  or  towoshipf  or  any 
other  purpose  whatever^  fot  the  lerm  of  five  years,  from  and  af>cr 
the  day  of  sale.  And  further,  that  the  bounty  lands  granted,  or  here- 
after to  be  granted  for  military  services,  during  the  late  war,  shall, 
while  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  patentees  or  their  heirs,  remain 
exempt  as  aforesaid  from  all  taxes  for  the  term  of  three  vears,  from 
and  after  the  date  of  the  patents  respectively;  and  that  M  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  citizf  ns  of  the  United  States,  residing  without  the 
said  state,  shall  never  be  Uxed  higher  than  lands  belonging  to  persona 
residing  therein. 

'J'herefore,  this  convention,  on  behalf  of,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  people  of,  the  state,  do  accept  of  the  foregoing  propositions;  and 
do  further  ordain  and  declare,  that  every  and  each  tract  of  land  sold 
by  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1819, 
shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  any  authority 
of  the  btate,  whether  for  state,  county  or  township,  or  any  purpose • 
whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale. 
And  that  the  bounty  lands  gi  anted  or  hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  mili- 
tary seryices,duri.g  the  late  war,  shall,  while  they  continue  to  be  held 
by  the  patentees  or  their  heirs,  remain  exempt  as  aforesaid,  from  all 
taxes  for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  d-^te  of  the  pa- 
tents respectively;  and  that  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  citizens. of 
the  United  State  ,  residing  without  the  said  state,  shall  never  be  tax* 
ed  higher  than  lands  belonging  to  persons  residing  therein.  And 
this  convention,  do  further  ordain  and  declare,  that  the  foreging  ordi- 
nance, shall  not  be  revoked  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States* 
Doj9fi  in  convention  at  Kaskaskia,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August.ia 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnndrfd  and  eighteen, 

and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 

foity- third. 

JESSE  B.  THOMAS, 
Presideni  of  the  Conveniiotu 

ATTEST, 

WM.  C.  GREENIT*, 

Secretary  to  the  QonventioTtn 
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THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


▲TTHC 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  SECOND  SESSION 


THE  FIFTEENTH  CONGRESS. 


Read,  and  committed  to  i  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa. 


WASHINGTON! 


PRINTED  BY  E.  DE  KRAFFT. 
1818. 


w 


MESSAGE. 

FeUow^ctHxens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the^House  of  Representatives, 

The  auspicious  circumstances  under  which  you  will  commence 
the  duties  of  the  nresent  session,  will  lighten  the  burden  insepara- 
ble from  the  big^h  trust  committed  to  you.  The  fruits  of  tlie  earth 
have  been  unusually  abundant:  commerce  has  flourished;  the  reve- 
nue has  exceeded  the  most  favorable  anticipation,  and  peace  and 
amity  are  preserved  with  foreijs^n  nations,  on  conditions  just  and  hon- 
orable to  our  country.  For  these  inestimable  blessings,  we  cannot 
but  be  grateful  to  that  Providence  which  watches  over  the  destinies 
of  nations. 

As  the  term  limited  for  the  operation  of  the  commercial  convene 
tion  with  Great  Britain  will  expire  early  in  the  month  of  July  nexty 
and  it  was  deemed  important  that  there  should  be  no  interval,  dur- 
ing which  that  portion  of  our  commerce,  which  was  provided  for  by 
that  convention,  should  not  be  regulated,  either  by  arrrangement  be- 
tween the  two  governments,  or  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  the 
minister  of  the  U.  S.  at  London  w«  s  instucted,  early  in  the  last  sum- 
mer, to  invite  the  attention  of  tlie  British  government  to  tlie  subject^ 
with  a  view  to  that  object.  He  ws»  instructed  to  propose,  alsoy  that 
tlie  negotiation  which  it  was  wished  to  open,  might  extend  to  the 
general  commerce  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  every  otlicr  interest 
and  unsettled  difference  between  them;  particularly  those  relating 
to  impressment,  the  fisheries,  and  boundaria^,  in  the  hope  that  an 
arrangement  might  be  made,  qn  principles  of  reciprocal  advantage, 
which  might  comprehend,  and  provide,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  for 
all  these  high  concerns.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  the 
proposal  was  received  by  the  British  government  in  the  spirit  which 
prompted  it,  and  that  a  negotiation  has  .been  opened  at  London, 
•embracing  all  these  objects.  On  full  consideration  of  the  great  ex^ 
tent  and  magnitude  of  the  trust,  it  was  thought  proper  to  commit  it 
to  not  less  than  two  of  our  distinguished  citizens,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  has  been  associated  with  our  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  London;  to  both  of 
whom  corresponding  instructions  have  been  given;  and  they  are  now 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  its  dtities.  It  is  proper  to  add,  tliat,  to 
prevent  any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  delay  incident  to  a  ne- 
gotiation on  so  many  important  subjects,  it  wiw  a.^recd,  before  en- 
tering on  it,  that  t]ie  existing  convention  should  be  continued  for  a 
term  not  less  than  eight  years. 
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Our  relatione  witb  Spain  remain  nearly  in  the  state  in  which 
thejr  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  session.  The  conrcntioti  of  1802f 
providing  for  the  adjtistnient  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  clai  s  of 
our  citizens  for  injuries  sustained  hy  spoliation,  and  so  lonji^  sas- 

fended  hj  the  Spanish  f^overnmcnt,  hoA  at  length  been  ratified  by  it; 
ut  no  arrangement  h^  yet  been  made  for  the  payment  of  another 
portion  of  like  claims^  not  less  extensive  or  well  founded,  or  for 
other  classes  of  clainis,  or  for  the  settlement  of  boiindarie^i.  These 
subjects  have  again  been  brought  under  consideration  in  both  coun- 
tries, but  no  agreement  has  been  entered  into  respecting  thc»m.  Fn 
the  mean  time,  events  have  occurred,  which  clearly  prove  the  iD  ef- 
fect of  the  policy  which  that  government  has  so  long  pursued;  on  the 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries,  wliich,  it  is  presumed,  it  is  at 
least  of  as  much  importance  to  Spain,  as  to  the  United  States,  to 
maintain.  A  state  of  things  has  existed  in  the  Floridas,  the  tenden- 
cy of  which  has  been  obvious  to  all  wlio  have  paid  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  the  progress  of  afRitrs  in  that  quarter.  Througliout  the 
whole  of  those  provinces  to  which  the  Spanish  title  extends,  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  has  scarcely  been  felt.  Its  authority  has  been 
confined  almost  exclnsively  to  the  walls  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Au- 
gustine, within  which  only  srtiall  garrisons  have  beeti  maintained. 
Adventures  from  every  Country,  fugitives  from  Justice,  and  abscond- 
ing slaves  have  found  an  asylum  there.  Several  tribes  of  Indian*^, 
strong  in  the  number  of  their  warriors,  remai'kable  for  their  feroci- 
ty, and  whose  settlements  extend  to  our  limifs,  inhabit  thos  pro- 
vinces. Tliese  differetit  hordes  of  people,  con noctod  together,  dis- 
regarding, on  the  one  side,  tlte  authority  of  Spain,  and  protected,  on 
the  other,  by  an  imaginary  liue,  which  separates  Florida  from  the 
United  States*  have  violated  our  laws  prohibiting  the  intrmiuction 
of  slaves,  have  practised  various  (raiids  on  our  revenue,  and  com- 
mitted every  kind  of  outrage  on  our  peacealile  citizens,  which  their 
{proximity  to  us  enabled  them  to  perpetrate.  'I'lie  invasion  of  Ame- 
ra  Island,  last  year,  by  a  small  band  of  adventurei's,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  who  wrested  it  from  the  inconsi- 
^  derable  Spanish  force  stationed  there  and  held  it  several  months, 
during  which,  a  single  feeble  effort  only  was  made  to  recover  it, 
which  failed,  clearly  proves  how  completely  extinct  the  Spanish  au- 
thority bad  become;  as  the  conduct  of  those  adventurers,  while  in 
possession  of  the  island,  as  distinctly  shows  the  pernicious  purposes 
for  which  their  combination  had  been  formed. 

This  country  had,  in  fact,  become  the  theatre  of  every  species  of 
lawless  adventure.  With  little  population  of  its  own,  the  Spanish 
authority  almost  extinct,  and  the  colonial  govenments  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  having  no  pretention  to  it,  and  sufficiently  employed  in 
their  own  concerns,  it  was  in  a  great  measure  derelict*  and  the  ob- 
ject of  cupidity,  to  every  adventurer.  A  system  of  buranneering 
was  rapidly  oi;ganizing  over  it,  which  menaced,  in  its  conse(|uenceSjr 
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ihe  lawftil  commerce  of  every  nation,  and  particularly  of  the  United 
States;  while  it  presented  a  temptation  to  every  people,  on  whose 
seduction  its  success  principally  depended*  In  regard  to  the  United 
,  States,  the  pernicious  effect  of  this  unlawful  combination^  was  not 
confined  to  the  ocean.  The  Indian  tribes  have  constituted  the  ef- 
fective ff>rce  in  Florida.  With  these  tribes,  these  adventurers  had 
formed^  at  an  early  period^  a  connection,  with  a  view  to  avail  them- 
selves of  that  force,  to  promote  their  own  projects  of  accumulation 
and  a^g;randizement.  it  is  to  the  interference  of  some  of  these  ad- 
venturers, in  misrepresenting  the  claims  and  titles  of  the  Indians  to 
land,  and  in  practicing  on  their  savage  propensities,  that  the  Semi- 
nole war  is  principally  to  be  traced.  Men  who  thus  connect  them- 
selves with  savage  communities«  and  stimulate  them  to  war,  which 
is  always  attended,  on  their  part,  with  acts  of  barbarity  the  most 
shocking,  deserve  to  be  viewed  in  a  worse  light  than  the  savages. 
They  would  certainly  have  no  riaim  to  an  immunity  fnrni  the  pun- 
ishment, which,  according  to  the  rules  of  warfare  practised  by  the 
savages,  might  justly  be  inflicted  on  the  savages,  themselves* 

If  the  embarrassments  of  Spain  prevented  her  from  making  an 
indemnity  to  our  citizens,  for  so  long  a  time,  from  her  treasury,  for 
their  losses  by  spoilation,  and  otherwise,  it  was  always  in  her  pow- 
er to  have  provided  it,  by  the  cession  of  this  territory.  Of  this,  her 
government  has  been  repeatedly  apprized,  and  the  cession  was  the 
more  to  ha^e  been  anticipated,  as  Spain  must  have  known  that,  in 
ceding  it,  she  would,  in  effect,  cede  what  had  become  of  little  value  to 
ber,  and  would  likewise  relieve  herself  from  the  important  obliga- 
tion secured  by  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  all  other  compromitmeuts 
respecting  it.  If  the  United  States,  from  consideration  of  these 
embarresments,  declined  pressing  lUeir  claims  in  a  spirit  of  hostili- 
ty, the  motive  ought,  at  least,  to  have  been  duly  appreciated  by 
tlie  government  of  Spain.  It  is  well  known  to  her  government  that 
other  iK)wers  have  made  to  the  United  States  an  indeminity  lor  like 
losses,  sustained  by  their  citizens  at  the  same  epoch, 

Therp  is,  nevertheless,  a  limit,  beyond  which  this  spirit  of  ami- 
ty and  forbearance  can,  in  no  instance  be  justifle<l.  If  it  was  pro- 
]ier  to  rely  on  amicable  negotiation  for  an  indemnity  for  losses,  it 
would  not  haye  been  so  to  have  permitted  the  inability  of  Spain  to 
fulfil  her  engagements,  and  to  sustain  her  authority  in  the  Floridas, 
to  be  perverted,  by  foreign  adventurers  and  savages,  to  purposes  so 
destructive  to  tlie  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens,,  and  the  highest  intc- 
rest^of  the  United  States.  The  right  of  self-defence  never  ceases. 
It  is  among  the  most  sacred  and  alike  necessary  to.  nations  and 
to  individuals.  And.  whether  the  attack  be  made  by  Spain  hei*self, 
or  by  those  who  abuse  her  power,  its  obligation  is  not  the  less  sti'ong. 
The  invaders  of  Amelia  Island  had  assumed  a  popular  and  respect- 
ed title,  under  which  they  migiit  approach  and  wound  us.  As  their 
bliject  was  distinctly  seen,  and  the  duty  iwipoRcd  on  the  executive. 
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by  an  exintinc:  Uw,  WM  ^M^foundly*  MU  thai  maiik  was  iMft  peK 
Initted  to  protect  them.  It  was  thouj^ht  incumbent  on  ih  United 
States  to  suppress  the  establishment,  and  it  was  accordini^ly  donfe. 
The  cofflbination  in  Florida,  for  the  unlawful  purposes  stated,  the 
arts  perpetrated  bj  that  combination,  and,  above  all,  the4ncitenent 
of  the  Indians,  to  massacre  our  fellow-citizens,  of  every  age,  and  of- 
both  sexei^,  merited  a  like  treatment,  and  received  it  In  pursuing; 
these  savages  to  an  ima^^inary  line,  in  the  woods,  it  would  have  been 
the  height  of  folly  to  have  suffered  that  line  to  protect  them.  Had 
that  be^ndone,  tjic  war  could  never  cease.  Even  if  the  territory 
had  been,  exclusively,  that  of  Spain,  and  her  power  complete  over 
it,  we  had  a  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  follow  the  enemy  on  itf 
and  to  subdue  Mm  there.  But,  the  territory  belonged,  in  a  certain 
sense,  at  least,  to  the  savage  enemy  who  inhabited  it;  the  power  of 
Spain  had  ceased  to  exi^t  over  it,  and  protection  was  sought,  ^under 
her  title,  by  those  who  had  committed  on  our  citizens,  hostilitiesL 
Vfh^rU  she  was  hound  by  treaty  to  have  prevented,  but  had  not  the 
power  *o  prevent.  To  have  stopped  at  that  line,  would  have  given 
new  Encouragement  to  these  savages,  and  new  vigor  to  the  whole 
combination  existing  there,  in  the  prosecution  of  all  its  pernicious 
purposes. 

In  suppressing  the  establishment  at  Amelia  Island,  no  un- 
friendliness was  manifested  towards  Spain,  because  the  post  was 
taken  from  a  force  which  had  wrested  it  from  her.  The  measure, 
it  is  true,  was  not  adopted  in  conceK  with  the  Spanish  government, 
or  those  in  authority  under  it;  because,  in  transactions  connected 
V  itii  the  war  in  which  Spain  and  the  colonies  are  engaged,  it  was 
thought  proper,  in  doing  justice  to  tlie  tJnited  States,  to  maintain  a 
strict  impartiality  towards  both  the  belligerent  imrties,  without  con- 
sulting or  acting  in  concert  with  either.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
nffxtt'^  that  the  erovernments  of  Buenos  Ayi'es  and  Venezuela,  whose 
nnmes  were  assumed,  have  explicitly  disclaimed  all  participation 
in  those  measures,  and  even  the  knowledge  of  them,  until  commu* 
nicated  by  this  government,  and  have  also  expi*essed  their  satisfac-  v 
tion  that  a  couinc  of  proceedings  had  been  suppressed,  wbtch^  if 
justly  imputable  to  them,  would  (lishfinor  their  cause. 

In  authorizing  major  general  Jackson  to  enter  Florida,  in 
pnrsfiit  of  the  Seminoies,  care  was  taken,  not  to  encroach  on  the 
rights  of  Spain.  I  regret  to  have  to  add,  that,  in  executing,  this 
order,  facts  were  disclosed,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
Spain,  in  authority  there,  in  etrcouragiiig  the  war,  furnishing  mu- 
nitions  of  war,  and  other  supplies,  to  carry  it  on,  and  in  other  acts, 
not  less  marked,  which  evinced  their  participation  in  the  hostile 
ptirp*>ses  of  that  combination,  and  justified  the  confidence,  with 
M  liich  it  inspired  the  savages,  that,  by  thf)sc  oificei-s  they  would  be 
protected.  A  conduct  so  incompatible  with  tiie  friendly  relations 
existing  between  tlie  two  countries,  particularly  with  the  positive 


lAIiKfttien  of  tlie  5t1i  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  Vy  which  Spfiin 
w.».s  Hound  to  restrain^  even  by  force*  those  savaj^t  from  acts  of 
hostility  ap^inst  the  UnitJRd  States,  could  not  fail  to  excite  surprise. 
The  commanding  general  was  convinced  that  he  should  fail  in  his 
•Igectsr  that  he  should  in  effect  accoipplish  nothin/;,  if  he  did  not  de- 
prive those  savages  of  the  resource  on  which  theyhad  calculated, 
and  of  the  protection  on  which  they  ^ad  relied  in  making  the  war. 
As  all  the  ifocuments  relating  to  this  occurrence  will  be  laid  before 
Congress,  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  further  detail  respecting 

Althoagh  the  reasons  which  induced  major  general  Jackson 
to  take  these  posts  were  duly  appreciated,  there  was,  nevertheless, 
so  hesitation  in  deciding  on  ti^e  course  which  it  became  the  gnvem- 
Bient  to  pursue.  As  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  command- 
ars  of  these  posts  had  violated  their  instructions,  there  was  no  dis- 

Kition  to  impute  to  their  government  a  conduct  so  unprovoked  and 
tile.  An  order  was  in  consequence  issued  to  the  general  in  com* 
mand  there,  to  deliver  the  posts;  Pensacola,  unconditionall,  to  any 
person  dnly  authorissed  to  receive  it;  and  St»  Marks,  which  is  in 
the  heart  of  the  Indian  country,  on  the  arrival  of  a  competent  force, 
to  defend  it  against  those  savages  and  their  associates. 

In  entering  Florida  to  suppress  this  combination,  no  idea  was 
entertained  of  hostility  to  Spain,  and,  however  justifiable  the  com- 
manding general  was,  in  consequence  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Spa- 
nish ofiicers,  in  entering  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  to  terminate  it, 
liy  proving  to  the  savages  and  their  associates,  that  they  should  not 
be  protected,  even  there;  yet  the  mmcable  relations,  existing  be- 
imwn  the  United  States  and  Spain,,  cwild  not  be  altered  by  that  act 
alone.  By  ordering  the  restitution  of  the  posts,  those  relatums 
were  preserved.  To  a  change  of  them,  the  power  of  the  executive 
ia  deemed  incompetent     It  is  vested  in  Congress  only. 

By  this  measure,  so  promptly  taken,  due  respect  was  shown  to 
the  government  of  Spain.  The  misconduct  of  her  officers  has  not 
been  imputed  to  her.  She  was  enabled  to  review  with  candor,  hep 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  her  own  situation,  particularly 
in  respect  to  the  territory  in  question,  with  the  dangers  inseparable 
fmai  it;  and,  regarding  the  losses  we  have  sustained,  for  which  in- 
demni^  has  been  so  long  withheld,  and  the  injuries  we  have  suffered 
tknoagk  that  territory,  and  her  means  of  redress,  she  was  likewise 
enabled  to  take,  with  honor,  the  course  best  calculated  to  do  justice 
to  the  United  States^  and  to  promote  her  own  welfare. 

Co^es  cf  the  instructions  to  the  commanding  genenti;  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  Secretary  of  War,  explaining  his  motives,  and 
jasiifjriKig  his  conduct.  With  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 
martial,  in  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie;  and  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  minister  plenipo- 
twttary  of  SpMQ^  near  this  government:  and  of  the  minister  pleni- 
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potentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Madrid,  with  tlie  government  ef 
Spain,  will  be  laid  before  Congress. 

The  civil  war,  which  has  so  long  prvailed  between  Spain,  and 
the  provinces  in  South  America,  still  continues  witlinut  any  prospect 
of  its  speedy  termination.  The  informMi<>n  respecting  the  condi- 
tion of  those  countries,  which  has  be«n  collected  by  the  Commission- 
el's,  recently  returned  from  thence,  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  m 
ci4>ies  of  their  reports,  with  such  other  information  as  has  been  re- 
ceived from  otiier  agents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  these  communications,  that  the  government  of 
Buenos  Ayres  declared  itself  independent  in  July  1816,  having  pre- 
viously exerotsed  the  power  of  an  independent  government,  though 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain,  from  the  year  18.10:  that,  the* 
Banda  Oriental,  £ntre  Rios,  and  Paraguay,  with  the  city  of  Santa 
Fee,  all  ^f  which  are  also  independent,  are  unconnected  with  tht 
present  government  of  Buenos  Ayres:  that  Chili  has  declared  itself 
independent,  and  is  closely  connected  with  Buenos  Ayres:  that  Ve- 
nezuela has  also  declared  itself  independent,  and  now  maintains  the 
conflict  with  various  success;  and  that  the  remaining  parts  of  South 
America,  except  Monte  Video,  and  such  other  portions  of  the  East- 
ern bank  of  tlie  La  Plata  as  are  held  by  Portugal,  are  still  in  thfr 
possession  of  Spain,  or,  in  a  certain  degree,  under  her  influence. 

By  a  circular  note  addressed  by  the  ministers  of  Spain  to  the 
allied.powers  with  whom  they  are  respectively  acci^dited,  itap])ears 
that  the  allies  have  undertaken  to  mediate  between  Spain  and  the 
South  American  provinces,  and  that  the  manner  and  extent  of  their 
interposition  would  be  settled  by  tt  Congress,  M'hich  was  to  have  met 
at  Aix-la-ChapcUe  in  September  last.  From  the  general  policy  and 
course  of  proceeding  observed  by  the  allied  powers  in  regard  to  this 
contest,  it  is  inferred  that  they  will  confine  their  interposition  to  the 
expx'cssion  of  their  sentiments;  abstainidg  from  the  application  of 
force.  I  state  this  impression,  that  force  will  not  be  applied,  with 
the  greater  satisfaction,  because  it  is  a  course  more  consistent  with 
justice,  and  likewise  authorizes  a  hope  that  the  calamities  of  the  war 
will  be  confined  to  the  parties  only,  and  will  be  of  shorter  duration. 

From  the  view  taken  of  this  subject,  founded  on  all  the  infor- 
mation that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  there  is  good  cause  to  be 
satisfied  wiMi  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  the  United  States^ 
in  regard  to  this  contest,  and  to  conclude,  that  it  is  proper  to  adhere 
to  it,  es}>ecially  in  the  present  state  of  afiairs. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  our  relations  with 
Frs^nce,  Russia^  and  other  powers,  continue  on  the  most  friendly 
basis. 

in  our  domestic  concerns  we  have  ample  cause  of  satisfaction. 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year,  have  exceeded  seventeen  millions  of  dollars. 

After  satisfying  all  the  demands  which  have  been  made  undeir* 
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•xisting  approprialions,  inclading  tiie  final  extinction  of  the  old  six 

Ser  cent,  stock,  and  the  redemption  of  a  moiety  of  the  Louisiana 
ebt,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  revenue  which  has  accrued  from 
the  customs  during  the  same  period  amounts  to  twenty-one  millions 
of  dollars,  and  that  the  revenue  of  the  whole  year  may  be  estimated 
at  not  less  than  twenty-six  millions.  The  sale  of  the  public  lands 
during  the  year  has  also  greatly  exceeded,  both  in  quantity  and 
price,  that  of  any  former  year;  and  thei*e  is  just  reaaon  to  expect  a 
progressive  improvement  in  that  source  of  revenue. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know,  that,  although  the  annual  expenditure 
lias  been  increased,  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  pro- 
Tiding  for  revolutionary  pensions,  to  an  amount  about  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  internal  duties,  which  were  then  repealed,  the  reve- 
nue for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  pruportionably  augmented,  and 
that,  whilst  the  puplic  expenditure  will  probably  remain  stationary, 
«ach  successive  year  will  add  to  the  national  resources,  bv  the  or- 
dinary increase  of  our  population,  and  by  the  gradual  developement 
^four  latent  sources  of  national  prosperity. 

The  strict  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  resulting  principally 
fimm  the  salutary  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April  last, 
amending  the  several  collection  laws,  has,  it  is  presumed,  secured 
to  domestic  manufactures  all  the  relief  that  can  be  derived  from  the 
.duties,  which  have  been  imposed  upon  foreign  merchandise,  for  their 
protection.  Under  the  influence  of  this  relief,  several  branches  of 
Ibis  important  national  lutereat  have  asauriied  greater  activity,  and, 
.ilthough  it  is  hoped  that  others  will  gradually  i-evive,  and  ultimate. 
Iv  triumph  over  every  obstacle,  yet  the  expediency  of  granting  fur- 
tiier  protection  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

The  measures  of  det'eiice,  authorized  by  existing  laws,  have 
been  pursued  with  the  zeal  and  activity  due  to  so  important  an  ob* 
.ject,  and  with  all  the  despatch  practicable  in  so  extensive  and  great 
an  undertaking.  The  survey  of  our  maritime  and  inland  frontiers 
kas  been  continued;  and,  at  the  points  where  it  was  decided  to  erect 
fortifications,  the  work  has  been  commenced,  and,  in  some  instances, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made.  In  compliance  witli  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  session,  tlie  board  of  commissioners  were  directed  to 
iexaoiinein  a  particular  manner  the  parts  of  the  coast  therein  desig 
^atedf  and  to  report  their  opinion  of  the  most  suitable  sites  for  two 
naval  depots.  This  work  is  in  a  train  of  execution.  The  opinion 
oftbe  board  on  this  subject,  witli  a  plan  of  ail  the  works  necessary 
4o  a  general  system  of  defence,  so  far  as  it  has  been  formed,  will  be 
bud  before  Congress,  in  a  report  from  the  proper  department,  as 
mofUk  lis  it  can  be  prepared. 

In  conformity  with  the  appropriation)?  of  the  last  session,  trea-* 
ties  have  been  formed  with  the  (jtuapaw  tribe  of  Indians,  inhabiting 
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the  country  on  the  Arkansaw,  and  with  tte  Grelit  and  Little  0«lage9 
north  of  the  White  river;  with  the  tribes  in  the  state  of  Indiana;  with 
the  several  tribes  within  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  Michigan 
territory;  and  with  the  Chickasaws;  by  which  very  eictensive 
sessions  of  territory  have  been  made  to  the  United  Sutes.  Ne- 
gotiations are  now  dependini^  witli  the  tribes  in  the  Illinois  territo- 
ryt  and  with  the  Choctaws,  by  which  it  is  expected  that  other  exten- 
sive cessions  will  be  made.  I  take  great  interest  in  stating  that  the 
cessions  already  made,  which  are  considered  so  imp<irtant  to  the 
United  States^  have  been  obtained  on  conditions  very  satisfactory  to 
the  Indians. 

With  A  view  to  the  security  of  our  inland  frontiers,  it  has  been 
thought  ex])edient  tn  establish  strong  posts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yel- 
low Stone  River,  and  at  the  Mandan  village,  on  the  Missouri:  and 
at  the  mouth  of  St  Peters,  on  the  Mississippi,  at  nci  great  distance 
from  our  northern  boundaries.  It  can  hardly  be  presumed,  while 
such  posts  are  maintained  in  the  rear  of  the  Indian  tribes,  that  they 
will  ventui'e  to  attack  our  peaceable  inhabitants.  A  strong  hope  is 
entertained  that  this  measure  will  likewise  be  productive  of  much 
good  to  the  tribes  themselves;  especially  in  promoting  the  great  ob- 
ject of  their  civilization.  Experience  h^s  clearly  demonstrated^ 
that  independent  savage  communities  cannot  long  exist  within  the 
limits  of  a  civilized  population.  The  progress  of  the  latter  has,  ^- 
most  invariably,  terminated  in  the  extinction  of  the  former,  espe- 
cially of  the  tribes  belonging  to  our  portion  of  this  hemisphere, 
among  whom,  loftinei^s  of  sentiment,  and  gallantry  in  action,  have 
been  conspicuous.  To  civilize  them,  and  even  to  prevent  their  ex- 
tinction, it  seems  to  be  indispehsable  that  their  independence,  as 
communities,  should  cease,  ^nd  that  the  control  of  the  ITnited  States 
over  them  should  be  complete  and  undisputed.  The  hunter  state 
,will  then  be  more  easily  abandoned^  and  recourse  will,  be  had  to  the 
acquisition  and  culture  of  land,  and  to  other  pursuits  tending  to  dis- 
solve the  ties  which  connect  them  togetiier  as  a  savage  community, 
and  to  give  ja  new  character  to  every  individual.  I  present  thie 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  on  the  presumption  that  it 
may  be  found  expedient  and  practicable  to  adopt  some  benevolent 
provisions,  having  these  objects  in  view,  relative  to  the  tribes  within 
our  settlements. 

It  has  been  necessary,  during  the  present  year,  to  maintain  a 
strong  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co#  and  to  send  some  public  ships  along  the  Southern  coast,  and  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  By  these  means,  amicable  relations  with  the 
Barbjary  powers  have  been  preserved,  our  commerce  has  been  phi- 
tected,  and  our  rights  respected.  The  augmentation  of  our  navy  is 
advancing,  with  a  steady  progress,  towards  the  limit  contemplated 
bylaw. 

I  communicate,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  accession  of  another 
state^  lUinoi^f  to  our  Union;  because  I  perceive^  from  the  pro<^  af- 
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fi»r4ii|liyihe  additionaalready  made,  the  regiitar  progress  and  sure 
#Mdttmn|i^tion  of  a  policy,  of  which  history  aflbrds  no  example,  aTid 
nf  xvlHGh  the  good  effect  cannot  be  two  highly  estimated.  By  ex- 
tending oUr  government,  on  the  principles  of  our  constitution  over 
the  vast  territory  within  our  limits,  on  the  Lakes  and  tlie  Missidsip« 
|ii^  and  its  numerous  streams,  new  life  and  vigor  are  infused  into  eve- 
ry part  of Qfir  system.  By  increasing  the  number  of  the  states,  the  con- 
Mfence  of  the  state  governments  in  theirown  security  is  increased,  and 
their  jealousy  of  the  national  government  pn)portional1y  diminished. 
Hie  impracticability  of  one  consolidated  government  for  this  great 
and  growing  nation  will  be  more  apparent,  artd  will  be  universally 
Admitted.  Incapable  of  exercising  local  authority,  except  for  gene- 
ral purposes*  the  genet*al  government  will  no  lr>nger  be  dreaded.  In 
tbose  casea  of  a  )^!al  nature,  and  for  all  the  great  purposes  for  which 
it  was  instituted,  its  authority  will  be  cherished.  £ach  government 
will  acquire  new  force  and  a  greater  freeilom  of  action,  within  its 
jNPdper  sphere.  Other  inestimaiile  advantages  wil  Ifollow:  our  produce 
will  be  augmented  to  an  incalculable  amoiint^in  articles  of  the  greatest 
value  for  domestic  use  and  foreign  commerce.  Our  navigation  will^ 
in  like  degree  be  increased;  and,  as  the  shipping  of  the  Atlantic 
states  will  be  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  vast  produce  of 
the  western  countr}',  even  those  parts  of  the  llnited  States,  which 
are  most  remote  from  each  other,  will  be  further  bound  together 
by  tlie  strongest  ties  which  mutual  interest  can  create. 

The  situation  of  this  District,  it  is  thought,  requires  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress*  Bv  the  constitution,  the  ppwcr  of  legislation  it 
exclusively  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  In  the  ex 
ercise  of  this  jKiwer,  in  which  the  people  have  no  participation,  Con- 
fftess  legislate  in  all  cases,  directly,  on  the  local  concerlis  of  the  Dis- 
trict. As  this  is  a  departure,  for  a  special  purpose,  from  the  general 
principles  of  our  system,  it  may  merit  consideration,  whether  an  ar- 
rangement  better  adapted  to  the  principles  of  our  government,  and 
to  the  tiarticalar  interests  of  the  people,  may  not  be  devised,  which 
win  neither  infrini^  the  constitution,  nor  affect  the  object  which  the 
provision  in  question  was  intepded  to  secure.  The  growing  popula- 
tion, already  considerable,  and  the  increasing  business  of  the  Dis- 
trict^  which  it  is  believed  already  interfei*es  with  the  deliberations 
of  Congress  on  great  national  concerns,  furnish  additional  motives 
foi  fecommending  this  subject  to  your  consideration. 

•  When  W0  view  the  great  blessings  with  which  our  country  has 
been  favored,  those  which  we  now  enjoy,  and  the  means  which  we 
,po88e88  of  handing  them  down,  unimpaired,  to  our  latest  posterity, 
our  attention  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  source  from  whence  they 
flow.  Let  us  then  unite  in  offering  our  most  grateful  acknowledge 
joenta  for  these  blessings  to  the  Divine  Author  of  all  good. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mrumber  16<A,  1818. 
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DOCUMENTS 

liBVEBBBD  to  Hi  TR2  tt^SIIIEKT's  ltB89AGB  AT  TH«  COUHUtl^ 

MEirX  OF  TOB   SECONII   9E88IOH  01  THE 

EEFtE&NTH  COKGBESt. 

Mr.  Bodntjf  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Woihington^  Bih  Mv.  1818. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  herewith  enclose^t 
agreeably  to  the  desire  of  Mr.  Graham^  who,  on  reflection,  prefer* 
red  submiuiog  some  additional  remarkS)  in  a  separate  paper.  For 
this  purpose,  two  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  repoift,  remains 
in  his  possession->-Dn  Fune's  ootlaoc  of  events  in  the  United  Plrov« 
inces,  since  the  revolutionfand  the  manifesto  of  independence  by  the 
Congress  at  Tucuman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
With  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  C.  A.  BODNET. 

An.  John  4.  Jtdams^  Secretary  of  State.  t 


Mt.  Bodney  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

SIB, 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  my  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  late  mission  to  South  America,  embracing 
the  information  derived  from  the  various  sources  within  my  powers 
so  fisr  as  I  had  an  opportunity  of  improving  the  advantages  possessed* 
^VMtk  <ht  history  of  the  conquest  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in 
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AmeticA^  you  nlilst  be  familiar.  They  were  principaUy,  {ttfM  ex- 
dasively,  achieved  by  private  adventurers.  When  compl^tcdt  a 
viost  Oppressive  system  of  government,  or  rather  despotism,  wit  es« 
tablished  by  the  {mreilt  coontiy. 

These  extensive  reeions,  irtrerie  originsdly,  slnrayed  by  two  wicf- 
^ys.    The  dominions  of  Spain  in  North  America,  Were  under  |bf 

gverament  of  the  vice  roy  of  Mexico,  and  all  her  possessiona  i^ 
iith  America,  were  to  the  control  of  the  vice  roy  of  Peru. 

The  remoteness  of  some  parts  of  the  country  from  the  reside^Cf 
€if  the  vice  roy  at  Lima,  occasioned,  in  1718,  the  establishment  of 
another  vice  royalty  at  Santa  Fee  de  Bogota,  in  the  kingdom  of  Hew 
Grenada^  In  1731,  New  Grenada  was  divided,  and  a  number  of  the 
provinces  composing  that  kingdom,  were  separated  from  it.  These 
Were  put  under  the  jurisdicQon  of  acapuln  general  and  president, 
whose  seat  of  government  was  at  Caraccas. 

In  1568,  Chili  was  erected  into  a  separate  captain  generalship;  in 
1778,  a  new  vice  royalty  was  established  at  Buenos  Ayres,  compre* 
bending  all  the  Spanish  possessions  to  the  east  of  the  Western  Cor- 
dilleras and  to  the  south  of  the  river  Maranon. 

This  immense  empire  seems,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Indiey^ 
to  have  been  considered  a  distinct  kingdom  of  itself,  though  united 
to  Spain,  and  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Castile.  In  thb  light,  yt  is 
viewed  by  baron  Humboldt,  in  his  essay  on  New  Spain* 

With  some  slight  shades  of  difference  in  the  regulatiops  esta* 
blished  in  these  govemmentSf  the  prominent  features  of  their  polid* 
cal  institutions,  exhibit  a  striking  resemblance,  as  the  ^neral  system 
was  the  same. 

Their  commerce  was'xonfined  to  the  parent  country,  and  tq  Spaa-* 
ish  vessels  exclusively;  They  were  prohibited,  under  the  penfilty  pf 
death,  to  trade  with  foreigners.  The  natives  of  old  Spain^  c6itiposed 
the  body  of  their  merchants.    Though  this  part  of  the  system,  had. 

Enviously  to  the  revolution,  been  relaxed,  in  some  degree,  particu* 
ly  by  the  sutute  of  free  commerce,  as  i^  is  style^  the  relief  was 
par^U  and  the  restrictions  continued  severe  and  oppressive. 

All  Access  to  the  Spanish  settlements  was  closed  to  foreigners, 
and  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  provinces,  were  prohibited 
from  intercourse  with  one  another,  unless  under  the  strictest  reg\^* 
tions. 

The  various  manufactures,  that  might  interfef'e  with  those  of 
Spain,  were  not  permitted.  They  were  prevented  under  severe  pen- 
alties  from  raising  flax,  hemp,  or  saffron.  In  climates  most  congenial 
to  them,  the  culture  of  the  grape  and  the  olive  was  prohibited,  Om 
account  of  the  distance  of  Peru  and  Chili;  and  the  difficulty  of  trans* 
porting  oil  and  wine  to  these  remote  regions,  they  were  permitted  to 
plant  vines  and  olives,  but  were  prohibited  the  culture  of  tobacco.; 
At  Buenos  Ayres,  by  special  indulgence  of  the  vice  roys,  they  were 
allowed  to  cultivate  grapes  and  olives^  merely  for  the  use  of  the.  table. 
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Tbey  were  compelled  t6  procure  from  the  mother  countiy,  ard« 
cles  of  the  first  necessity:  and  %ere  thus  rendered  dependant  on  her 
for  the  conveniences  of  life,  as  well  as  luxuries.  The  crown  possess- 
ed the  monopoly  of  tobacco,  sallf  ind  gunpowder. 

To  these  oppressive  regulations  and  restrictions  was  added  an 
odious  system  of  taaaiion.  From  the  Indians,  was  exacted  a  tribute 
In  ^  shape  of  a  poll  tax,  or  a  certain  servitude  in  the  mines,  called 
th6  ittica.  A  tenth  part  of  the  prodiifce  of  cultivated  lands,  was  taken 
undl^  the  denomination  of  tithos.  The  alcavata,  a  tax  vanning  from . 
two  alid  aft  half,  tp  five  per  cent,  on  every  sale  and  resale  of  all  things 
moveable  abd  imi|(iovable,  was  rigidly  exacted,  though  in  some  cases 
a  commutation  was  allowed.  Royal  and  municipal  duties  were  laid 
on  imports  Hind  on  tine  tonnage,  entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels,  un- 
der the  different  app^tions  of  almoxaritasgo,  sea,  alcavalla,  cerso, 
consulado,  armada,  lUid  armadilla.  To  these  may  be  added  the 
foyal  filths  of  the  precious  metals,  the  most  important  ^ut  in  the  min- 
ing districts.  Beside^  all  these,  there  were  stamp  taxes,  Uvera 
licenses,  and  sums  |^aid  fipr  the  sale  of  oflBces,  of  titles  of  nobility,  pa» 
pal  bulls,  the  composition  and  corfirmation  of  IandS|  with  a  numbev 
of  others  of  inferior  grade. 

Under  the  Spanish  monarchs,  who  had  eariy  obtained  from  the 
pope  the  ecclesiastical  dominion,  and  thus  had  united  in  their  royal 
persons,  all  civil  and  religious  authority,  a  most  oppressive  hierachy 
was  established  with  its  numerous  train  of  offices  and  orders,  succeeds 
ed  1^  the  inquisition 

The  posts  of  honor  and  profit,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
were  filled  almost  exclusively  by  natives  of  old  Spain. 

The  principal  code  of  laws  thus  mamuin  the  supremacy  of 
Spain  over  those  distant  regions,  almost  locked  up  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  emanated  from  the  council  of  the  Indies  established  by 
the  king,  in  which  he  was  supposed  to  be  always  present.  The 
royal  rescripts,  the  recopitationes  of  the  Indies,  and  the  partidas  fur- 
nished the  general  rules  of  decision;  and  when  these  were  silent  or 
doubtful,  recourse  was  had  to  the  opinions  of  professional  men. 

This  system  was  genendUr  executed  by  the  vice  roys,  captains  . 
general,  and  by  the  tribunals  of  justice,  with  a  spirit,  corresponding 
with  the  rigorous  policy  that  produced  it.  To  this  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  country  had  for  centuries  submitted  with  implicit  obedi- 
ence, and  probably  would  have  continued  to  submit  much  longer, 
but  for  events  in  this  country  and  the  changes  in  Europe.  The  sa- 
gacious minds  of  many  able  writers,  penetrating  into  the  future,  had 
predicted  at  some  distant  date,  a  revolution  in  South  America,  be- 
fore that  in  North  America  had  commenced.  From  the  period  of 
the  successful  termination  of  our  own  struggle  for  independence, 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  south,  has  been  with  more  confidence 
foretold;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  hastened  by  this 
fortunate  event.    The  conduct  of  Spain,  during  the  war  of  our  re « 
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▼olution^  was  calculate^  to  make  a  lasting  impression  on  her  colo- 
Ikies.  This  result  was  then  foreseen  by  inteliigent  politicians;  many 
were  surprised  that  she  could  be  so  blind  to  her  own  interests,  after 
•he  had  on  one  occasion,  manifested  the  strongest  susptcioo  of  para- 
guay;  for  to  her  scrupulous  jealousy  of  this  power,  the  expulsion  of 
the  Jesuits  from  that  country  in  1750  is  to  be  attributed. 

The  wars  that  arose  from  the  French  revolution,  have  produced 
in  Europe,  changes  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  which  have  had  an 
immense  influence  on  the  affairs  of  South  America*  When  Spain 
joined  Prance  against  the  combined  princes,  she  exposed  her  dis* 
tant  possessions  to  British  hostilities,  llie  great  naval  power  of 
England,  gave  her  ready  access  to  the  American  colonies.  Bngag« 
ed  in  an  a^ous  contest,  she  was  prompted  by  her  feelings  and  in* 
terests,  to  retaliate  on  Spain,  the  conduct  she  experienced  from  her 
during  the  war  of  our  independence.  Encouraged,  perhaps^  by  the 
councils  of  her  enemies,  the  first  symptoms  of  insurrection,  in  the 
continental  possessions  of  Spain,  were  exhibited  in  the  year  1707, 
in  Yenezuela.  These  were  succeeded  by  the  attempts  of  Miranda 
in  the  same  quarter,  which  were  accompanied,  or  were  followed 
since  the  vacillating  state  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  by  revolutionary 
movements  in  Mexico,  Gh-enada,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Buenos  Ayres; 
and  from  which,  scarcely  any  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in 
America  has  been  entirely  exempt* 

The  occurrences  that  led  the  way  to  the  subsequent  important 
events  in  the  provinces  of  La  Plata,  were  the  invasion  of  the  British 
under  Popham  and  Berresfordin  the  year  1806,  and  their  expulsion 
a  few  months  afterwards,  by  the  collected  forces  of  the  country  un- 
der Leniers  and  Pueyrredon.  These  incidents  fortunately  gave  to 
the  people  a  just  idea  of  their  own  strength,  and  tbey  afterwards  re« 
fwtled  with  a  firmness  and  bravery,  that  did  them  great  honor,  the 
formidable  attack  of  the  British  under  general  Whitiocke. 

The  wretched  state  to  which  Spain  was  reduced  by  the  policy, 
the  power,  and  the  arts  of  Napoleon,  the  resignation  of  Charles  the 
4th  in  favor  of  Ferdinand  the  7th,  and  the  renunciation  by  both,  in 
favor  of  Napoleon,  were  productive  of  the  most  important  results* 
They  threw  the  kingdom  into  the  greatest  confusion*  The  alternato 
successes  and  disasters  of  the  French  armies,  produced  a  new  era  ia 
Spain.  Hie  people  generally,  revolted  at  the  idea  of  being  govern- 
ed by  the  brother  of  Napoleon,  to  whom  he  had  transferred  the 
crown*  Juntas  were  established,  who  acted  in  the  name  of  Ferdi- 
nand, then  confined  in  France*  These  were  substituted  for  the  an- 
cient  Cortes,  and  the  regular  council  of  the  nation,  to  which  in  times 
of  imminent  danger,  they  ought  to  have  recurred  agreeably  to  their 
usages*  Conflicting  authorities,  produced  a  distracted  state  of  af- 
&irs*  In  the  scenes  that  ensued,  the  proper  attention  was  not  paid 
to  the  American  provinces*  Their  conduct  towards  them,  was  ver« 
sadle  and  inconsistent,  they  were  lost  «ght  of  or  neglected,  uaiil  it 
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was  too  late.  Conceiving  they  were  abandoned  by  the  parent  state, 
tjiey  thought  it  justi6able  to  act  for  themselves.  It  was  not  very 
long  before  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  embracing  the  ei^ample 
of  their  brethren  in  Spain^  established  (a  junta,  which  assumed  the 
reins  of  government,  and  finally,  in  the  year  1810>  sent  off  the  vice 
roy  Cisneros,  and  his  principal  adherents.  For  a  summary  of  events 
ft%:&sequent  to  this  period^  until  the  time  of  my  departure,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  ouUine  subjoned  (Appendix  A)  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Funes,  drawn  up  in  part  at  my  request.  Without  voli^hing  for 
die  perfect  accuracy  of  the  wofk,  %  think  from  the  information  re- 
ceived, it  will  probably  be  found  to  contain,  in  general,  a  correct  and 
impartial  sketch,  of  the  prominent  transactions  and  occurrences^i 

In  perusing  this  interesting  document,  I  have  to  lament,  that 
Us  pages  are  marked  with  some  cases  of  severity  and  cruelty,  which 
seem  almost  inseparable  from  great  revolutions.  It  must  however 
be  consoling  to  observe,  that  they  appear  to  have  passed  through 
.  that  state,  which  might  possibly  have  rendered  examples  necessary, 
and  to  have  arrived  perhaps,  at  that  stage,  when  the  passions  beco* 
ining  less  turbulent,  and  the  people  more  enlightened,  ^  n^ilder  s^^v 
tern  may  be  expected  to  prevail. 

Their  dissentions  have  produced  most  of  their  calamities.  Ii^ 
jS)ich  seasons  they  were  naturally  to  be  expected.  But  their  dispute^ 
have  been  principally  henled,  by  the  prudent  and  energetic  me^sure^ 
of  the  congress,  which  commenced  its  sittings  in  Tucuman  in  th^ 
year  i815,  and  adjourned  in  the  year  following  from  thence  to  Bueqo9 
Ayres,  where  it  remained  in  session,  occupied  with  the  task  of  form? 
ing  a  permanent  constitution.  This  respectable  body,  besides  actm^ 
9s  a  conventioui  or  a  constituent  assembly,  e^iLercises  t^smporily  legis? 
lative  powers.  Their  sittings  are  public  with  a  gallery  of  audience, 
forciti^ens^nd  strangers.  The  debates  are  frequently  interesting, 
and  are  conducted  with  ability  and  decorum;  they  ^re  pub}isi)e4 
every  month  for  the  information  of  the  people. 

The  dispute  with  Artigas,  the  chiet  of  the  Orientals,  has  not 
been  adjusted.  This,  with  a  certain  jealousy  of  the  superior  infliv* 
ence  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  general  affairs  of  the  pro* 
vinces;  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  toward^ 
the  Portuguese,  ^d  die  high  tariff  of  duties  which  I  understan4 
have  been  since  reduced,  appeared  to  constitute  the  principal  causey 
4:>f  dissatisfaction  at  the  time  of  my  departure. 

The  declaration  by  Congress  of  that  independence,  which  they 
luid  for  many  years  previously  maintained  in  fact>  was  S|  measure 
of  the  highest  importance,  and  has  been  productive  of  an  unanimity 
amd  a  decision  before  unknown.  This  summit  of  their  wishes,  wa^ 
only  to  be  reached  by  slow  and  gradual  progress.  The  public  mind 
had  to  be  illumined  on  the  subject  by  their  pulpits,  their  presses,  and 
their  public  orations.  The  people  were  to  be  prepared  for  the  event, 
.  irhen  the  season  arrived^  they  cut  the  knot  which  could  pot  be  imtie(J^ 


The  declaration  of  independence  was  adopted  in  the  dircctorsMp  of 
Mr.  Pucyrredon,  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1816.  ^  It  was  succeeded  \^ 
an  able  exposition  of  the  causes  that  extorted  it»  to  justify,^  to  theilr 
fellow  citizens  and  to  the  world,  the  nneasure  they  had  deliberateljr 
voted  to  support  with  their  fortunes  and  their  lives. 

Believing  the  latter  paper  might  be  thought  worthy  of  pcroaal^ 
a  translation  has  been  annexed  (Appendix  B.) 

The  saluury  influence  of  this  bold  and  decisive  step,  was  once 
felt  throughout  the  country.  It  gave  , new  life  and  strength  t6  the 
patriotic  cause,  and  stability  to  the  government.  The  victories  of 
Chacabuco  and  Maipu  achieved  by  the  arms  of  Chili  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  have  produced  and  confirmed  a  similar  declaration  of  inde« 
pendence  by  the  peeple  of  Chili,  which  is  also  annexed,  (Appendix 
i))  and  cemented  the  cordial  union,  existing  betwelen  the  confederate 
sutes.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  within  these  extensive  ter* 
ritories,  there  is  scarcely  the  vestige  of  a  royal  army  to  be  found, 
except  on  the  borders  of  Peru 

Having  thus,  in  connection  with  the  succinct  account  given  hj 
Dr.  Funes,  traced  the  principal  events,  since  the  revolution  in  Bae^ 
nos  Ayres,  I  shall  droceed  to  state  the  result  of  the  information  re* 
ceived,  according  to  the  best  opinion  I  could  form  of  the  extent,  pop- 
ulation, government  and  resources  of  the  United  Provinces,  with 
their  productions,  imports,  and  exports,  trade  and  commerce. 

The  late  vice  royalty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  of  which  that  city  wa*. 
the  metropolis,  was  by  many  considered  the  largest,  as  welt  as  the 
most  valuable  of  all  the  Spanish  dominions  in  South  America,  ex* 
tending  in  a  direct  line,  from  its  north  to  its  south  boundary,  a  dis- 
tance of  more  than  two  thousand  miles;  and  from  its  eastern  to  its 
western,  not  less  than  eleven  hundred. 

It  was  composed  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  of  the 
Hioe  provinces,  or  intendencies  following:  Buenos  Ayres,  Paraguay, 
Cordova,  Saha,  Potosi,  La  Plata,  Chochabamba,  La  Paz  and  Puno. 

Watered  by  the  great  river  La  Plata  and  its  numerous  tributary 
streams,  which  afford  an  easy  communication  with  countries  of  an 
immense  extent,  and  furnishing  an  easy  access  to  the  treasures  of 
South  America,  it  has  always  been  regarded  by  Spain,  as  one  of  her 
most  precious  acquisitions.  Enjoying  every  variety  of  climate  to 
be  fomid  between  different  and  distant  latitudes,  and  blessed  with  H 
large  pprtion  of  fertile  soil,  it  is  capable  of  producing  all  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  temperate  or  torrid  zones*  Immense  herds  of  cattle 
and  horses  graze  on  its  extensive  plains,  and  constitute  at  this  time 
their  principal  source  of  wealth.  The  mines  of  Potosi  are  also  id* 
eluded  within  its  boundaries.  There  are  no  woods  for  a  very  consid- 
erable distance  from  Buenos  Ayres.  No  forest  trees  are  to  be  seeh  on 
the  widely  extended  pampas,  except  at  intervals  a  solitary  umbob. 
After  passing  the  Saladillo,  in  a  northerly  direction  the  woods  begins 
and  proceeding  in  the  upper  provinces,  the  hills  appear,  and 
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U^imi  rite  in  successioii,  interspersed  with  rich  vallies*  On  the  east 
side  of  the  rivers  La  Plau  and  Parana,  the  country  is  said  to  be 
tp^r^f  §Qe.  The  Entre  Rios,  is  represented  as  capable  of  being  made 
a  g^4en  spot;  and  the  Bafida  Oriental  presents  hills  and  dales,  rich 
^Dtto«ii,  fine  streams  of  water,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  great  river 
op  the  banks  qf  the  smaller  streams,  some  excellent  woodland*  Be- 
UrtCQ  Maldonada  and  Monte  Video,  the  ease  ridge  of  the  Cord^eras 
leffl^ini^es  on  the  river  La  Plata. 

Since  the  revolution,  five  more  provinces  have  been  erected^ 
jpaking  ia  ally  fourteen  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  vice  royalty 
vi^.  l^icuman  uken  from  Salta,  Mendoza  or  Cuyo,  uken  from  Cor- 
dova* Qorrientes,  Bntre  Rios,  comprising  the  country  between  thf 
Uruguaiy,  and  the  ^Parana,  and  the  Banda  Oriental,  ot  eastern  shore 
j^f  the  river  La  Plata.  The  two  last  were  taken  from  the  province  of 
JBuenps  ^^yres,  which  was  thus  reduced  to  the  territory^  on  the  soutl^ 
aide  of  that  river.  The  subordinate  divisions  of  the  country,  with 
she  principal  towns,  will  be  foun^  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  with 
an  account  of  the  produce,  or  manufacture^  of  the  different  districts* 
(Appendix  D.) 

Of  the  fourteen  provinces  into  which  the  ancient  vice  royalty  is 
now  divided,  five  were  at  my  departure,  principally  occupied  by  the 
roysdf9rces,  (fvhich  inconsequence  of  the  victory  of  Maipu,  were  ex* 
pected  soon  to  r<etreat  to  lower  Peru,)  or  partially  under  their  influ«^ 
e^ce,  viz.  iPotoM^  La  PUta,  Cochabamba,  La  Paz,  and  Puno:  and  the^ 
ninti  following  independent,  dtfacio  of  Spain,  were  in  the  possession 
of  jd^e  pataiots,  viz.  Buenos  Ayres,  Paraguay,  Mendoza,  Salta,  Cor» 
lientes,  Entre  Rios,  and  Baiida  Oriental.  But  Paraguay,  and  th^' 
city  of  Saia  Fee,  act  independently  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Though  Par* 
aguay  is  not  on  unfriendly  terms  with  them,  and  it  is  hoped  by  some 
wful^before  Ipng  join  the  union.  Entre  Rioa  and  the  Banda  Orien* 
ud,  under  general  Artigas  in  the  character  of  chief  of  the  Orientals^ 
a|!i^,^a  state  of  l^ostilixy  with  Buenos  Ayres. 

llppte  Video  the  capital  of  the  Eastern  shore,  was  occupied  by  41 
PcMti^ese  army,  and  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war  from  Brazil,  block- 
aded die  ports  of  Colonia  and  Maldovado,  and  prohibited  the  eo- 
tramce  ^  neutral  vessels,  unless  they  paid  them  the  same  duties  on 
t^eir  carjEpes,  that  were  charged  on  the  imporution  of  the  goods 
ff hcfl  l^ilded  in  the  country. 

T^e  territoiy  of  the  United  Provinces  is  computed  to  contaifi 
onejbfn^redand  fifty  thousand  square  leagues  though  it  probably  ex* 
qeew  ill^  quantity.  The  lands  occupied  in  the  country,  remote  fron(i 
the  cities  are  general  converted  by  their  owners,  into  estanias.  Of 
^rae  gp^g  farms  for  cattle,  and  chacras  for  growing  graiki.-^ 
^^qu0  |ari;ns,  or  quintas,  in  the  neighborhood  of  cities,  are  in  finie 
'f^ose  around  Buenqs  Ayres,  which  furnish  their  market, 
\  aip|^  ^PP)y  of  friut  and  vegetables,  are  by  irrigation,  in  the 
t,ata$e|4jlcMit^re. 
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The  population,  esclusive  of  the  Indiana,  is  now  cdciiliited  Hi 
about  one  million  three  hundred  thousand:  but  adding  the  civilized 
Indians  only,  who  are  of  great  imponance^  it  Would  inall^  probably 
exceed  two  millions. 

I'he  whole  population  consists  of  nations  of  old  Spaio^and  theit 
descendants  born  in  the  country,  or  as  they  style  them8elve$,  South 
Americans;  of  Indians  civilized,  or  unreclaimed,  with  different 
^'casts,'*  or  mixed  bloodi  of  Africans,  and  their  descendants,  or  ne« 
groes  and  mulattoes. 

I  could  not  ascertain  with  satisfaction,  the  population  of  the  dif- 
ferent provinces:  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  contains  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  whilst  the  population  of  Enure  Koi 
and  Banda  Oriental  is  computed  at  fifty  thousand- 

Thjp  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  contains  a  population  of  sixty  thoQ* 
tond.  l*be  inhabitants  of  this  place,  appear  to  be  amiable  and  an  in* 
teresting  people*  They  are  considered  brave  and  humane;  ^  possess* 
ing  intelligence,  capable  of  great*  exertions  ^nd  perseverance,  and 
tnanifesting  a  cheerful  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  indc* 
pendence. 

There  is  also  a  certain  mediocrity  and  equality  of  fortune  pre- 
vailing among  them,  extremely  favorable  to  a  union  of  the  popular 
Sentiment,  in  stipport  of  the  common  weal*  Many  industrious  me- 
chanics, and  enterprising  merchants,  are,  however  increasing  their 
estates,  and  adding  to  the  stock  of  capital  in  the  country. 

The  people  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  residing  out  of  the 
tity,  are,  generally  speaking,  poor,  and  rather  indolent.  Though  a 
hardy  race,  and  when  excited  to  action,  they  become  zealous  de- 
fenders of  the  liberties  of  their  country.  They  are  capable  of  great 
improvement,  and  under  the  in^uence  of  a  good  example,  when  a 
change  takes  place  in  their  habits  and  manner  of  living,  ^ey  bid  fair 
to  become  useful  and  industrious  citizens,. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cordova,  are  said  to  be  more  superstitious^ 
and  more  industrious,  but  less  patriotic  This  is  principally  auribut- 
ed  to  the  loss  of  the  (rade  with  Peru,  occasioned  by  the  revolutionaiy 
War* 

Tucuman,  I  was  inibrmed,  possessed  an  excellent  population* 

The  people  of  Mendoza,  or  Cuyo,  are  moral,  industrious  and 
{Patriotic.  They  have  sacrificed  largely  at  the  shrine  of  independ- 
ence, supporting  with  zeal  and  confidence,  the  cause  of  their  country; 
whilst  the  citizens  of  Santa  Pee,  are  represented,  as  immoral  and 
unsubordinate,  and  manifesting  on  most  occasions,  an  extreme  jeal- 
ousy of  their  neighbors. 

The  populatian  of  Entre  Rios  and  Banda  Oriental,  is  perhaps 
not  inferioij  in  valor  to  that  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Nor  is  it  deficient  m 
iniliury  skill,  particularly  in  carrying  on  a  partisan  warfare,  for  which 
its  troops  arc  admirably  adapted.  Their  other  good  qualities,  have 
b)^en  prabably  somewhat  impaired  by  the  system  pursued  in  that 
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qttartet^  where  they  have  been  compelled  to  give  up  every  thiog  Ukc 
civil  avocations,  and  to  continue  without  any  regular  kind  of  govern* 
ment,  under  the  absolute  control  of  a  chief,  who,  whatever  may  be 
his  political  principles,  or  professions,  in  practice  concentrates  all 
power,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  in  himself. 

The  general  congress  of  the  United  Provinces^  assembled  at  Bo- 
enos  Ay  res,  on  the  3d  of  December,  of  1817^  established  by  a  provU 
atonal  statuccf  a  temporary  form  of  gpvemment,  which  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  marked  E* 

This  congress  is  comprised  of  deputies  from  the  different  prov* 
inces.  It  actually  consists  of  twenty-six  members*  But  as  a  repre- 
sentative is  allowed  for  every  fifteen  thousand  citizens,  it  would  be 
more  numerous,  if  all  the  provinces  had  sent  delegates  in  that  ratio 
of  population* 

With  some  exceptions,  and  particularly  of  that  palladium  of  our 
rights  which  is  unknown  to  the  civil  law,  the  trial  by  jury,  the  pro* 
visional  constitution  will  be  found  on  an  attentive  perusal,  to  contain 
flk  distinct  recognition,  of  many  of  the  vital  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. A  church  establishment  also,  that  of  the  catholic  faith,  is  con- 
trary to  our  ideas  of  religious  freedom;  though  a  measure,  adopted 
from  necessity,  perhaps  by  them. 

It  declares,  that  all  power,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive,  re- 
aides  in  the  nation.  The  congress  are  to  be  chosen  by  electors,  who 
are  to  be  voted  for  by  the  people  in  the  primary  assemblies.  The 
cabildos,  or  municipalities,  are  to  be  elected  immediately  by  the 
citizens.  It  recognizes  the  independence  of  the  judiciary,  and  de- 
clares the  tenure  of  office,  with  respect  to  the  superior  judges  to  be 
during  good  behavior.  It  provides  for  the  election  of  a  chief  magis- 
trate by  congress,  removable  when  they  choose  to  appoint  a  succes- 
sor, and  responsible  for  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  oflice,  which 
are  defined  and  limited.  In  the  oath  of  office,  he  is  sworn  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  country. 

.  The  three  great  departments  of  state,  of  the  treasury,  and  of 
war,  are  distinctly  marked  out,  and  their  respective  powers  and  du- 
ties assigned. 

On  some  subjects,  it  enters  more  into  detail  than  is  usual  with 
ui,  particularly  in  those  of  their  army,  navy,  and  militia.  But  this 
perhaps,  in  their  situation,  was  necessary. 

It  provides  that  no  citizen  shall  accept  a  title  of  nobility,  without 
foifeiting  the  character  of  citizenship. 

It  provides  also,  against  general  warrants,  and  the  arrest  of  indi- 
viduals, unless  on  probable  proof  of  guilt. 

It  contains  a  salutary  provision  that  a  judge,  having  original  ju- 
risdiction, before  taking  cognizance  of  a  cause,  shall  use  all  possible 
means  of  reconciling  the  parties.  This  constitution  is  but  temporary. 
The  congress  are  engaged  in  the  task  of  forming  a  permanent  one« 
In  the  mean  timci  no  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  present,  unless 
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•«rMi  the  confteiit  6(  two*third8  of  the  membeti.  In  this  inaiiner  Mmc 
alterations  have  been  adopted^ 

The  subject  of  a  permaneat  constiitatioQ  was  before  a  comnitttee 
^sixteen  oiembers  or  congress.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinioa 
preTailing  among  them^  on  the  point  of  a  confederated  or  a  conaoli- 
dated  government.  If  the3r  should  adopt  the  former  they  will  frame 
the  constitution,  in  all  probability,  nearly  after  the  model  of  that  of 
^e  United  States.  Should  they  decide  on  the  latter,  it  b  highly  prolia«- 
ble,  they  will  incorporate  the  leading  features  of  our  system  into  their 
Ibrm  of  government.  They  seem  to  concur  in  the  proposition^  to 
Iiave  a  chief  magistrate  elected  for  a  term  of  years  and  a  represeota* 
Uve  legislature  to  consist  of  two  branches.  A  senate,  to  constitute 
die  most  permanent  body,  and  a  house  of  representatives,  whose  term 
of  service,  will  be  of  shorter  duration. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  delay  the  completion  of 
diis  all  important  task,  after  the  example  of  the  United  Sutes,  until  a 
period  of  peace.  Their  present  provisional  statute,  is  an  impiv>ve- 
ment  on  those  which  preceded  it;  and  we  may  expect  their  proposed 
constitution,  will  be  still  more  perfect,  as  they  advance  in  the  know- 
ledge of  those  principles  on  which  republican  governments  are  coa« 
atituted. 

But  however  free  in  theory,  this  provisional  statute  may  be,  it 
is  undoubtedly  true,  that  unless  administered  agreeably  to  its  letter, 
and  spirit,  it  will  not  afford  security  to  the  citizen.  M^ether  any  ia^ 
fractions  have  occured  since  the  date  of  its  existenj^,  I  cannot  pre* 
lend  to  determine,  not  being  in  ftill  possession  of  the  fapts* 

mrhen  we  recollect,  that  they  have  the  bene6t  of  our  example,  it 
may  reasonably  be  expected,  that  they  wiU»  in  general,  adhere  to  their 
wriuen  constitution.  They  have  also  the  fatal  result  of  the  French 
revolution,  warning  them  of  the  dangers  of  its  excesses,  of  which 
they  appear  to  be  sensible. 

The  productions  and  the  manufactures  of  the  different  provinces, 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  D,  but  I  was  unable  to  procure  any  satis* 
Victory  estimates  of  the  probable  value  or  amount  in  each  province* 
There  is,  however,  a  considerable  internal  trade  carrried  on  in  the  in* 
terchange  of  various  articles,  between  the  several  provinces;  cattle* 
horses,  and  mules,  furnish  a  considerable  source  of  barter;  with  the 
latter,  Peru  is  usually  supplied:  the  Paraguay  tea  is  a  great  article  of 
trade  throughout  the  country;  the  brandy,  wine,  raisins,  and  figs  of 
Mandoza  and  ,San  Juan,  are  becoming  important;  the  hidtfs  of 
oxen,  the  skins  of  the  vaccina,  and  granaco,  with  a  number  of  fine 
fur.s,  afford  valuable  article^  of  exchange.  These,  with  the  foreign 
goods,  transported  in  every  direction  from  Buenos  Ayres,  very  readi- 
ly by  oxen  and  mules,  which  also  fiimish  the  means  of  carrying  thcdr 
native  productions  to  their  sea  ports,  form  a  branch  of  trade  of  great 
magnitude,  considering  the  population  of  the  countiy. 

Their  exporu  are  calculated  with  aome  degree  of  accttracy»  4it 
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t^  millioDS  of  dollars.  These  consist,  pHdcipallyi  of  ox  hides,  jerk 
beef,  and  tallow,  the  present  great  staples  of  the  coufttiy.  A  variegr 
of  furs,  and  p^Itiy,  some)  grain,  {copper,  mostly  brought  from  Chili; 
with  gold  and  silver  in  bullion,  and  in  coin,  chiefly  from  the  vitiiea 
of  Potosi. 

The  imports  are  computed  to  be  abont  equal  to  their  exponas 
British  manufactures  form  the  principal  masH,  and  they  arc  to  be  had 
in  great  abundance.  They  consist  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods  of 
et^ery  description;  some  of  them  wrought  to  imitate  the  manofao^ 
tures  of  the  country,  ironmongei^,  cutleryt  hardware,  saddlery,  hatS| 
porter,  ale,  ]md  cheese*  are  among  the  remaining  articles. 

From  the  United  States  they  receive  lumber  of  all  kinds,  and 
fnmiture  of  every  description,  coaches,  and  carriages |of  all  sorts,  cod* 
fi^,  liiackerel,  shad,  and  herring,  leather,  boots,  and  shores,  powdet^ 
and  munitions  of  war,  and  naval  stores,  ships,  and  vessels,  partioK 
larly  those  calculated  for  their  navy  or  for  privateers. 

From  Brazils  they  receive  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  and  rum« 

Frdm  the  north  of  Europe,  they  receive  steel,  and  iron,  and 
firom  France  a  number  of  articles  of  its  manufacture. 

^  Their  foreign  commerce  is  principally  carried  on  by  British 
capitalists,  though  there  ^  are  some  Americans,  a  few  French,  and 
o^er  foreign  merchants,  also  settled  at  Buenos  Ayres;  they  are  al 
placed,  I  believe,  on  the  same  footing  of  equality. 

TTie  revenue  of  the  state  may  be  estimated  at  about  three  m9« 
Bons  of  dollars  annually;  but  their  system  of  finance  is  very  imperfect, 
and  although  their  debt  is  small,  their  credit  is  low;  they  have  hitll- 
erto  avoided  the  issuing  of  paper  money,  and  iKey  have  established 
no  bank;  but  they  have  sometimes  anticipated  their  revenue,  by 
giving  due  bills  receivable  in  payment  for  duties,  or  goods  imported, 
or' articles  exported;  the  impost  furnishes  the  principal  part  of  the 
revenue.  A  copy  of  their  tariff,  as  at  first  established,  was  some 
time  since  transmitted,  I  believe,  to  the  Department  of  State,  in  this, 
the  duties  were  generally  specific  and  high.  I  understand  they  have 
been  lately  reduced,  as  their  exorbitancy  had  occasioned  much 
•inoggling. 

Voliintary  contributions  from  those  friendly  to  the  revolution, 
and  forced  loans  from  the  old  Spaniards,  have  constituted  another 
pottioii  bf  their  fiinds.  To  show  the  public  capital  adequate  to  all 
exigencies,  their  different  civil,  militory,  and  naval  establishments^ 
have  been  taken  into  view,  and  are  comprised  in  the  estimate  fur* 
nished,  a  thing  unusual  with  us;  but  they  have  omitted  their  public 
kitds,  which,  if  a  prudent  use  made  of  them,  must  at  no  distant  day, 
become  a  very  productive  source  of  revenue  to  the  state. 

The  mines  of  Potosi,  which,  in  all  probability ,w ill  very  soon  fall 
iftto  their  hands  aga^in,  may  furnish  them  with  a  considerable  supply 
of  the  precious  metals.  It  is  stated  on  respectable  authority,  that  so 
liKte  as  the  year  i790,  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coined  at  Potosi. 
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in  that  year^  was  calculated  to  have  been  g  299,846  in  gold,  and 
S'S>98S,i76  in  silver. 

The  state  of  their  armyi  and  the  conditioa  of  their  navy,  will  be 
seen  by  a  reference  to  the  original  return  presented.  (Appendix  F.^) 

Their  army  is  composed  of  regular  troops.  Ciorcos,  and  mili* 
ttti«  in  one  or  other  of  these  clases,  they  are  educated  to  the  military 
art,  and  as  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity,  and  was  capable  of  jadging, 
they  appeared  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  their  pro- 
fession* Their  forces,  according  to  the  paper  furnished,  are  estimat- 
ed at  nearly  thirty  thousand  men.  They  are  composed  of  1,996  artU* 
kry,  13,693  infantry,  and  14,718  cavalry:  of  which  12,143  are  troops 
of  the  line,  7,041  are  Ciorcos,  and  10,573  militia.  These  form  the 
difierent  armies  of  the  center  of  Peru,  of  the  Andes,  of  Cordova,  and 
the  auxiliary  forces  in  the  Entre  Rios«  This  statement  however  only 
includes  the  militia  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  itself.  There 
supply  of  armes  and  munitionsof  war  is  ample,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
statement  annexed,  on  that  subject. 

Their  navy  is  small,  and  some  of  their  vessels  are  laid  up  in  or- 
dinary. A  list  of  them  as  well  as  of  their  privateers,  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  F.  Their  private  armed  vessels  are  subjected  to  very 
fttrict  regulations,  agreeably  to  their  prize  code,  which  is  among  the 
joriginal  papers  presented  and  herewith  delivered.  It  may  be  proper, 
in  this  place  to  introduce  the  subject  of  the  irregular  conduct  of  the 
privateers  under  the  patriot  flag,  against  which  the  commissioners 
were  directed  to  remonstrate.  Having  taken  an  opportunity  of  ex* 
plaining  to  Mr.  Tagle,  the  secretary  of  state,  the  proceedings  of  our 
government  relative  to  Amelia  Island  and  Galveztown,  agreeably  te 
their  instructions,  the  commissioners  embraced  a  suitable  occasion, 
.to  urge  the  just  cause  of  complaint,  which  the  malpractices  of  private 
armed  vessels,  wearing  the  patriot  colors,  had  furnished  our  govem-r 
mention  both  topics,  they  had  long  and  interesting  conversations. 
"With  the  conduct  of  the  government  respecting  Amelia  Island  and 
Gralveztown,  Mr.  Tagle  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied,  and  he 
disclaimed  for  his  government  any  privity  or  participation  in  the 
lodgments  made  at  those  places,  by  persons  acting  in  the  name  of  the 
patriots  of  South  America.  In  reference  to  the  acts  of  cruizers  un- 
der the  patriotic  flags,  he  said  he  was  sensible  that  great  irregularities 
had  occurred,  though  his  government  had  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them,  and  were  willing  if  any  instance  of  aggression 
were  pointed  out,  to  direct  an  inquiry  into  the  case,  and  if  the  facts 
were  established,  to  punish  those  concerned,  and  redress  the  injured 
individuals.  He  professed  his  readiness  to  adopt  any  measures  that 
would  more  effectually  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  acts,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  belief,  that  the  privateers  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  rare- 
ly participated,  though  the  character  of  the  government  had  suffered 

*  The  document  referred  to  is  not  sent. 
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IHiBi  Ae conduct  of  dtbtrs.  Be  stated  tiuttthey  had  oiitaedbcasioB» 
^Mtet  out  some  of  their  pablic  vessels  to  ezamide  all  cndsbrs'  ir'earhig 
^e  Buenos  Ayrtao  flag,  to  see  that  they  were  lawfully  commiBsioBcdy 
and  to  ascertaifli  whether  they  had  violated  their  in^tructiont.' 

Among^die  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  to  which  I  have  idtuded,  the 
preponderance  of  the  capital  has  been  mentioned.  Its  great  weight 
in  the  scale  of  national  affairs,  is  to  be  ascribcid  to  its  greater  ex* 
erCtons  io  the  national  cause.  These  are  owing  to  itv  comparative 
wealth,  and  to  its  active,  intelligent,  and  enterptising  popuUtioQ. 
Thie  armies  that  have  been  raist^d  in  this  city  and  the  neighboring 
cottntiy,  with  the  supplies  in  money  and  munitions  of  war  drawa. 
from  these  sources,  have  been  truly  eztraofdinaiy. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  cask  to  make  an  esact  catculatton,  or  to 
form  even  a  probable  estimate,  but  all  seemed  to  concede  the  aupe* 
rior  merit  claimed  on  account  of  their  exertions,  when  compared 
^Ith  their  wealth  and  population:  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Bueaof 
Ayres  has'lh  consequence  assumed  a  higher  tone,  and  acq[U\red  a  con* 
troHng  influence,  which  she  has  sometimes  abused^ 

Another  source  of  discontent  is,  the  unfortunate  dispute  between 
the  Baniibt  Oriental,  and  Buenos  Ayres,  which  had  also  an  influence 
'Oa  the  proceedings  of  the  latter  towards  the  Portuguese. 

The  dl'iginal  cause  of  division,  may  be  traced  to  a  jealousy^long 
subkistingbetween  the  rival  cities  of  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres. 
'This  has  become  habitual  and  has  extended  to  the  country.  Private 
kitcresta,  and  personal  views  have  also  increased  their  dissentions. 

General  Artigas  (^who  bears  the  character  of  chief  of  thb  Ori* 

entak,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  has  aUo  assumed  that  of  the 

pMtector  qf  the  Kntre  Rios  and   Sanu  Pee)  was  orig'maUy  ia  the 

i^c^al  service,  a  captain  in  a  provincial  corps.     In  this,  he  continued 

Hm  80De  time  after  the  revolution  had  commenced  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

tkit  in  the  year  1811,  taking  offence,  as  it  is  said,  at  some  conduct  of 

^e  Spanish  commandant  of  Colonia,  he  abandoned  the  ro^'al  cause^ 

and  entered  into  the  service  of  the  patriots*     So  early  as  the  yej|r 

1813,  irbfo  acting  against  Monte  Video,  he  became  dissatisfied  with 

Sarratea,  the  commander  in  chief  from  Buenos  Ayres.     On  his  re* 

snoiM  fibm  the  head  of  the  army,  he  quarrelled  with  general  Ron* 

deaOi^who  it  was  supposed  would  have  been  acceptable  to  him,  and 

fiifiaiiy  withdrew,  before  the  siege  of  Monie  Video  was  finished  under 

general  Alvear.     For  this  conduct,  Posadas,  when  he  succeeded |o. 

the  g^ernmentf  .treated  him  ^s  a  deserter  from  their  service.     By  a 

jpt«»daiiiation  his  oA:red  a  reward  for  his  apprehension,  and  set  a  price 

*^i£ip(m  Ms  head:    an  act,  which  general  Artigas  never  foigot  or  for* 

*|pive. 

During  the  subsequent  directorship  of  Alvear,  be  induced  die 
iSilirdb  of  Buenos  Ayfi»»  to  issue  a  similar  proclaoMiiion  against 
'^teral  Artigas,  When  Alvear  was  dismissed,  the  people  of  Buenos 
Ayres  endeavored  to  atone  foriheir  coiiduct  by  burning  with,  every 
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«mrk  of  ignomifl]^,  ihe  llegrading  proclainatiofi.«  Thejr  ako«idreM 
ed  a  conciliatory  letter  to  the  geoeral,  and  received  from  him  a  cor* 
hwponding  aiiftirter.  These,  were  preliminary  to  a  fiuitleas  attempt 
at  reconciliation*  made  by  the  director  ad  'tnt€rm%  colonel  Alvaret, 
who  succeeded  Alvear.  The  correspondence  on  this  occasion  is  an* 
ncae^  (Appendisi  H)  Other  endeavors  to  reconcile  him  hvm 
tailed,  notwithstsinding  the  changes  in  the  office  of  director  at  Buenoi 
Ayres.  On  one  occasion,  the  proposition  was, made,  that  the  Bands 
Oriental^  should  remain  independaot  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  merelf 
send  deputies  to  the  general  congress*  to  concert  measure  agwMt 
the  common  enemy.  On  another,  wheti  the  Portuguese  army  was 
approaching  the  frontiers  of  the  Banda  Oriencsd,  an  effort  wai  made 
rby  Pucyrredon  to  reconcile  him,  and  to  unite  him  in  the  comrooa 
defence*  Ample  supplies  of  arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  were  offers 
ed,  andaome  furnished,  but  this  attempt  also  failed. 

In  order  that  a  fuller  view  of  this  subject  may  be  had,  I  have 
subjoined  a  translated  copy  of  an  animated  letter  from  general  Artt* 
gas,  to  Mr.  Pueyrredon.  (Appendix  I).    It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that 

S;eneral  Artigaft,  is  thought  by  persons  entided  to  credit,  to  be  a  firm 
riend  to  the  independence  of  the  country.    To  express  a  decided 

opinion  on  this  delicate  question,  would  scarcely  be  expected  of  mc^ 
-us  jhy  position,  did  not  command  a  view  of  the  yhole  ground.    I  had 

hot  the  satisfaction  to  be  derived  from  a  personal  interview  with 
^neral  Artigas,  who  is,  unquestionably,  a  man  of  rare  and  singular 

talents.    But  if  1  wtre  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  I  think  it  not  impro* 

bable,  that  in  this,  as  in  most  family  dispute's,  there  have  been  faults 

oh  both  sides.     It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  they  are  in  open  hostility. 

The  war  has  been  prosecuted  with  great  animosity,  and  in  two  late 

engagements,  the  troops  of  Buenos  Ayres  have  been  defeated  with 
■great  loss.  By  some  it  was  said  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterc 
)d|ore  were  anxious,  that  a  reconciliation  wotild  uke  place,  whibtthe 
^lebple  in  the  country,  preferred  their  present  state* 

I  must  not  omit  to  take  a  glance  at  the  situation  of  Paraguay^ 

This  province  presents  a  singular  spectacle.  It  stands  aloof  trom  thi 
•rest.  The  people  with  the  aid  of  the  few  remaining  royal  troops,  re- 
•mdsed  an  army,  sent  to  compel  them  to  join  the  common  standard 

Very  soon  afterwards,  they  expelled  the  royalisu,  and  set  up  for 
-themselves.  Since  this  peried,  they  appear  to  have  adopted  a  partia 
,  ilpn-intercourse  system.     But  Buenos  Ayres,  on  one  occasion,  sue 

ceeded  in  obtaining  an  understanding  wiih  them.  Some,  suspect 
-that  they  are  secredy  inimical  to  the  existing  ord^  of  things,  and 
<wish  to  k^ep  themselves  within  their  shell  in  case  of  a  change,  that 

the^  may  profit  by  future  events,  others,  calculate  with  some  confi* 
^neci  on  their  ultimate  union  with  Buenos  Ayres,  with  which,  at 
.present  they  indulge  a  limited,  and  reluctant  intercourse.  Paraguay 
iis  under  the  immediate  control,  of  a  person  named  Francia,  who 
styles  himself  dictator  of  Paraguay. 


•  FtQOi  Ae  domeilk'c<mdnii8  of  the  proiioccst  we  oatacallji  t^m ' 
tadieir  foreign  relations.  Oo  thia  subjea  the  cominiMioiiert  igcra- 
ifciiicmnd  thai  they  bad  nothing  more  than  a  friendly  understanding 
!  widkapy, foreign  nation.  With  the  Forcugaese  governaient»  tKqr- 
C9Pclii4e4  an  arraagement  in  iSlS,  under  the  mediation,  it  i^  said  of^ 
^  British*  with  lespect  to  the  Bands  Oriental.    They  haye  since 
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nia  Irill  present  the  state  of  affairs  between  Buenos  Ay  res  and  the 
9ciiS>^l*f  which  has  been  the  theme  of  much  di:>cussion.  The  supe« 
M!^  ntmX  force  of  the  Portuguese  stattoncd  in  the  river  La  Bata^ 
^i|y|d  hftve  effectually  blockaded  ail  the  ports  of  Buenos  A>res«  By 
ll^4B«ans  they  would  have  prevented  supplies  of  arms  and.  muni* 
Uq^  of  war,  and  entirely  destroyed  the  great  source  of  revenue  to 
dMi,ifiX^«  4ie  duties  on  imports  and  tonnagei  at  a  season  when  mo- 
iqr  ^ifa^awch wanted.    For  about  this  period,  Buenos  Ayres*  had  a 

?WIH|ili  gray  to  conieB4  wldi  on  the  side  of  Pcru«  and  had  ukea 
r  J^VWHt  of  the  renewed  contest  of  Chili  with  Spain.     Under  such^ 
eif^PpMlflifCes  they  were  in  sQ|ie  measure  obliged  to  adopt  a  cautious 
and  iip^lll^  {lolicy.    Their  Conduct  in  this  respect,  seems  to  have 
batf4MW^^    Their  unhappy  state  with  the  Orientals,  had  also  an' 
influiiM  M  their  measures,  they  alledged  thai  the  restless  conduct  of' 
Artipa^fill^  furnished  the  Pclrtuguese  with  a  pretext  lor  the  invasion; 
Wt^jg  iajnif|]Jbab\e  thai  they  wiU  ultimate      break  with  the  govern^ 

*|t^  IBlrilisb  government  have,  through  their  oflELctal  agenu,  env 
tefe4hMW<il^*>^i<^l*^^"'^'*^°'^'^'^S^"^  as  the  xl^ef 

of  thy  0m0tal9»  on  the  subject  of  their  trade  wich  the  eastern  shore* 
A  cow  c^fl^  {n^trum^nt  will  be  found  in  Appendix  K. 

^Ae  Mf^mnpf  nt  of  Buenos  Ayres  have  a  confidential  person  in' 
Enrofr  an^citips  from  England,  and  ocher  powers,  it  is  said,  assis- 
mce  of  efiry  kwi,  and  a  recognition  of  their  independence.  En- 
l^aadJMaacOifUl,  who  with  her  naval  commander  on  that  station, 
yi^aafed  ta  QBUduct  the  confidential  affairs  of  the  British  cabinet, 
With  the  gfxvcmn^vm  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Vhai  elfoen  the  victory  of  Maipu  will  produce  abroad,  it  would 
lie  hftMrdoos  in  me  ta  conjecture.  Whether  like  the  capture  of 
B«r;KPjFiie»4t  wiU  procure  for  the  United  Provinces  foreign  alliance^/ 
I  caonot  poeiead  to  aay. 

'UkWi  A  source  which  is  entitled  to  credit,  I  was  informed  that 
A(srilwAKv4^harkatbn  of  Osorio's  army  in  Peru,  was  not  ac- 
aMn|4Uhed  wi^out  serious  dificuhies.  Alternate  force  aodpersua* 
sioQ  Wttre  tts^d  tii  coUea  them,  and  nothing  but  the  name,  characteV, 
md  nriiwsiin  nf  dwtr  general,  could  have  induced  them  ^  go  on 
knrai^tbD  vessels,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  ac  the  port  of  Uallao. 
Sofwofmem  wereactyusUy  ina  state  of  mutiny,  notwithstanding 
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tibey  wete  told  they  would  be  received  widi  open  arms  by  their 
teethren  in  Chili.  .  •     •' 

The  forces  finally  embarked,  agreeably  to  an  account  furnished 
by  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  Tcracity  on  the  spat,  consisted  of  th© 
following  troops. 


i  Company  of  artillery 

70 

1  Ditto  sappers  and  miners 

81 

Regiment  of  Brugos 

900 

t)itto  of  San  Carlos  infantrjr 

907 

Ditto  of  Arequipa 

1000 

Arequipa  dragoons 

160     . 

l4amas 

14* 
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lliis  army  was  composed  of  all  the  regular  soldiers  they  could 
spare  from  Lima,  who  were  united  at  Talcaguna»  to  the  royal  forces 
left  in  Chili.  By  the  battle  of  Maip^i  it  has  ceased  to  exist.  Th^ 
probable  effects  in  Peru,  and  other  par%  of  South  America  may  bO' 
conjc  ctured,  but  cannot  be  affirmed.  The  same  gentleman  who  hzm 
been  mentioned,  and  whp  is  conversant  in  Peruvian  affairs^  appre^ 
ll^nded  th^t  important  changes  would  result. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  paper  withoift  drawing  your  attention  ta 
II  rapid  survey  of  the  reforms  and  improvements  in  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ay^ ^^i  produced  by  the  revolution  and  its  influence  on  know* 
ledgCf  society,  and  manners, 

^"he  effects  of  the  revolution  are  visible  in  the  changes  produced' 
in  the  stale  of  society.  The  difference  in  the  freedom  of  acting  and^ 
thinking,  which  preceded  the  revolution,  must  necessarily  be  greatr 
^e  freedom  pf  commerce  must  have  given  a  spring  to  exertions  <^ 
Idative  enterprise,  and  intelligence,  while  the  active  scenes  of  war  and 
politics,  for  the  last  ten  years,  have  awakened  the  genius  of  the  coun^ 
|ry  which  had  so  long  slumbered.  The  generation  now  on  the  stage 
nay  almost  be  said  to  have  been  reared  under  a  new  order  of  things*^ 
The  common  stock  of  ideas  among  the  people,  has  been  greatly  aug* 
mented.  the  natural  consequence  of  the  important  political  events, 
which  daily  transpire,  ^nd  in  which  every  man  like  the  citizen  of 
Athens  feels  s^n  interest.  The  newspapers  are  every  where  circidaw 
cd  together  with  the  manifestoes  of  the  government,  which  b  oblig- 
ed to  coiirt  the  approbation  of  public  opinion  on  all  measures  of  mo- 
ment, tt  is  not  very  unusual,  tpr  the  same  countryman,  who,  a  few' 
yei)rs  ago^  never  troubled  himself  about  any  thing  beyond  the  nar^ 
tow  circle  of  his  domestic  concerns,  to  purchase  a  newspaper  on  com* 
ing  to  town,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  if  unable  to  read,  to  requeat 
the  first  one  he  meets,  to  do  hin^  that  favor.  The  country  curates 
fire  moreoyer  enjoined  ta  read  tb^  newspapers^  and  inanifestoea  regu*^ 
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larty  to  their  Bockli.  The  spirit  of  imprdvemeBt  itiay  be  geen  in  eve« 
ry  thing.  Even  scM^e^of  those  who  are  under  the  influence  of  strbng 
prejudices  against  the  revolution,  frequendy  remark  the  changes  fot 
better,  whicH  have  taken  place.  Their  habits,  manners,  dress  and 
mode  of  living,  have  been  ioiproved  by  intercourse  with  strangers 
and  the  free  introduction  of  ioreign  customs,  particularly  Eng^sh, 
American  and  French.  Great  prejudices  prevail  against  whatever  is 
Spanish.  It  is  even  offensive  to  them,  to  be  called  by  this  name,  they 
prefer  to  be  identified  with  the  aborigines  of  the  country.  The  ap- 
pelation  which  the  have  assumed,  and  in  which  they  take  a  pride,  is  that 
of  South  Aniericans. 

A  powerful  stimulus,  must  necessarily  have  been  given  to  their 
industry,  by  two  important  circumstances,  the  diminution  in  prices 
of  foreign  merchandise,  and  the  great  increase  in  value  of  the  pnH 
ducts  of  the  country  with  the  consequent  rise  of  property.  Though 
the  grounds  in  the  neighborhood  of  cities  are  highly  improved,  as  t 
have  already  stated — agriculture,  comparatively  speaking,  is  in  alow' 
condition.  In  general,  the.  lands  are  badly  tilled.  The  plough  is 
rarely  used,  and  the  substitute,  is  a  very  indifferent  one.  But  not- 
withstanding the  disadvantages  of  the  present  method  of  culture,  I 
was  informed  by  reputable  persons,  that  the  average  crop  of  wheat  is 
not  less  ths^o  fifty  bushels  per  acre^  in  good  seasons. 

On  the  subject  of  religion,  especially  the  change  in  the  public 
mind,  has  beea  very  great.  The  catholic  faith  is  established,  as  that 
of  the  state,  but  there  are  many  advocates,  both  in  conversation  and 
in  writing,  of  universal  toleration.  Some  members  of  congress,  are 
said  to  bS  strongly  in  favor  of  it;  but  the  ignorant  and  superstitious, 
part  of  the  people,  together  with  the  re^lar  clergy  would  not  be  satis- 
fied with  such  a  measure,  while  the  liberality  prevailing  among  the 
better  informed  classes,  is  such,  as  to  secure  a  virtual  toleration  for 
the  present.  Besides,  from  the  circumstances  of  their  being  no  sects  * 
in  the  country,  such  a  provision  may  wait  the  progress  of  liberality 
in  public  opinion.  In  fact,  the  human  mind  has  been  set  free,  on  all 
matters  pfa  general  abstract  nature,  although  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
is  circumscribed  in  some  dcfgree,  with  respect  to  strictures  on  public 
measures,  smd  men,  and  the  established  religion:  but  there  is  neither 
inquisition  nor  previous  license.  They  acknowledge  the  pope  as  a 
'  spiritual  head  merely,  and  do  not  think  him  entitled  to  any  authority 
to  interfere  in  their  temporal  concerns.  His  bull  in  favorof  the  king 
of  Spain  against  the  colonists,  which  may  be  almost  regarded  as  an 
excommunication,  produced  little  or  no  sensation. 

The  number  of  monks  and  nuns  never  were  very  great  in  Bue- 
fios  Ayres,  when  compared  with  other  portions  of  the  Spanish  domi- 
nions. Th^y  have  diminished  since  the  revolution.  There  was  at 
one  time,  a  positive  law  passed,  forbidding  any  one  to  become  a  monk 
or  a  nun:  but  they  were  obliged  to  repeal  it,  and  it  was  afterwards 
passed  with  some  modifications.    The  restrictions  substituted,  aided 


hf  fMiUte  eptiiioti  have  Matty  pvoductd  the  detirtd  eftct«  Few  of 
At  foodi  of  Che  couotiy,  apply  tbenuelTea  to  the  study  oC  theology, 
omce  other  occupations  anueh  more  tempting  to  their  amhtUoai  have 
heeo  opened  lo  their  choice.  Formerly*  the  priesthood  was  the 
diief  aim  of  young  men  of  the  best  families,  who  were  desirous  of 
dtstioction:  as  in  hct^  it  constituted  almost  the  only  profession  to* 
which  those  who  had  received  a  liberal  education,  could  devote 
diemselves;  which  will  readily  account  for  the  circumstancci  of  so- 
nany  of  the  secular  clergy,  directing  their  attention  at  present,  alinost 
oxclusively  to  politics.  The  regular  clergy^  who  are  not  permitted 
fcy  the  nature  of  iheir  protession,  to  take  plUt  in  the  business  of  ibe 
world,  or  to  bold  secidar  offices,  are  many  of  them  Europeans:  but 
those  of  them  who  are  nativesf  take  the  same  lively  interest  in  passing 
events,  with  the  other  classes  of  the  community. 

They  have  gone  cautiously  to  work  in  reforms,  in  the  diflereot 

tenches  of  their  municipal  laws,  and  the  administration  of  them, 
e  nnanber  of  offices  has  been  considerably  diminished,  and  respon- 
jsibility  rendered  more  directf  and  severe.  The  judiciarysystem  has 
sindergone  many  improvements,  and  nearly  all  the  leading  features 
of  the  lawy  which  did  not  harmonize  with  the  principles  of  free  go- 
wemnfient,  have  been  expunged,  though  some  of  the  former  evib  still 
lemain.  The  barbarous  impositions  on  the  aborigines,  have  biien 
abolished.  The  odious  alca valla,  and  other  obnoxious  taxes,  Biodi* 
fied,  so  as  no  longer  to  be  vexatious:  slavery,  and  the  dave  trade  for*' 
bidden  in  future;  and  all  titles  of  nobility  prohibited,  under  the  |K9tl 
of  the  loss  of  citizenship.  The  law  of  primogeniture,  is  also  expung- 
od  from  their  system.  In  the  provisional  statute  as  has  already  been' 
mated,  nearly  all  the  principles  of  free  representative  government  pre 
recognised,  accompanied  it  is  true,  with  ceruin  drawbacks,  for  which 
they  plead  che  necessity  of  the  times,  but  which,  they  profess  their 
'  intention  to  do  away,  on  the  final  settlement  of  the  goVernmentt  a 
consummation  anxiously  desired  by  all  classes  of  inhabitants.  The 
example  of  France,  has  warned  them  not  to  attempt  toQ  much  at 
first:  they  have  followed  the  plan  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  intro* 
doction  of  gradual  reforms,  instead  of  resorting  to  violent  and  iud« 
den  innovations,  and  revolutions. 

Next  to  the  establishment  of  their  independence  by  arms,  the 
education  of  their  youA  apjiears  to  be  the  subject  of  the  most  ^Diu« 
ous  interest*  They  complain,  that  every  possible  impediment  w^ 
thrown  in  the  way  of  education,  previous  to  the  revolution;  that  so 
far  from  fostering  public  institutions  for  this  purpose,  several  sc)iools 
were  actually  prohibited  in  the  capital,  and  the  young  men  were  not 
without  restraint,  permitted  to  go  abroad  for  their  education.  There 
was  a  college  at  Cordova^  at  which  those  destined  for  the  bar»  or  the 
^eathood,  completed  their  studies,  upon  the  ancient  monkish  prtn* 
dples.  Another  called  San  Carlos,  (now  the  Union  ^T  the  South)  had 
been  opened  at  Buenos  Ayres,  but  was  afterwards  converted  into  bar- ' 
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Tftcks  iM^ioHRAi^^  Kit  an  imtecnse  tmlldiiig,  more  extetMivei  pcr« 
haps,  than  any  Irllich  bat  been  dedicated  to  learaiog  in  tMt  countrf} 
and  it  hat  latelylkien  fitted  up  atVerj  great  expense.  Hhe  ftoho^l 
was  to  haveopN^di in  May  or  June  last, on  a nnore  modem  and lib^ 
ral  pbn  of  disc^>liiit  and  instruction.  The  library  of  the  state,  ki 
l^eptinaa  adjoining  building;  it  occupies  a  suit  of  six  rooms,  and  cfKH 
tains  nearly  twenty  thousand  volumes:  the  greater  part  rare  and  va- 
luable. It  is  formed  out  of  the  library  of  the  Jesuits,  the  books  col- 
lected in  the  differenit  monasuries,  donations  from  iodividaals,  and 
aa  aanual  appropriation  by  the  goTemmeat,  and  conuins  works  on 
all  subjects  and  in  all  the  languages  of  the  polished  nations  of  Eti^ 
rope.  A  very  valuable  addition,  has  been  lately  made«  of  several 
thousand  volumes,  brought  to  Buenos  Ajrres  by  M.  Bonpland,  tho 
companie^a  of  the  celebrated  Humboldt. 

Besides  the  University  of  Cordova,  at  which  there  are  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  students,  there  are  public  schools  in  all  tlus 
principal  towns,  supported  by  their  respective  corporations.  In  Bue« 
SOS  Ayres,  besides  an  Academy,  in  which  are  taught  the  higher 
branches,  «nd  the  college  before  mentioned,  there  are  eieht  public 
shools,  for  whose  support,  the  corporation  contributes  about  sevea 
thousand  dollars  annually;  and  according  to  the  returns  of  last  veiu: 
the  number  of  scholars,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  sixty*finir« 
There  are  five  other  shools,  exclusively  tor  the  benefit  of  the  poor^ 
and  under  the  charge  of  the  different  monasteries;  these,  are  siy>« 
plied  with  books  aiid  stationery  at  the  public  expense.  There  are 
dsoptarish  schoob  in  the  country,  for  the  support  of  which  a  portion 
of  she  tithes  has  been  lately  set  apart.  It  is  rare  to  meet  with  a  boy 
lenor  twelve  years  of  age,  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  cannot 
read  aixl  write.  Besides  the  scholars  thus  instructed,  many  have 
private  tutors.  In  addition  to  all  this,  I  must  not  omit  to  mention 
the  military  academies  supported  by  government  at  Buenos  Ayrej^ 
imd  Tucuman,  at  whifUi,  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  cadets* 

lliere  are  no  prohibited  books  of  any  kind;  all  are  permitted  to 
circulate  freely,  or  to  be  openly  sold  in  the  book-stores;  among  them 
is  the  new  testament  in  Spanish.  This  alone,  is  a  prodigious  step, 
cowards  the  emancipation  of  their  minds  from  prejudices.  There 
are  several  book*stores,  whose  profiu  have  rapidly  increased;  a  proof 
that  the  numbers  of  readers  has  augmented  in  the  same  proportion* 
There  bad  been  a  large  importation  of  Elaglish  books,  a  language 
becoming  daily  more  familiar  to  them.  Eight  years  ago,  the 
mechanic  art  of  printing  was  scarcely  known  in  Buenos  Ayres;  at 
present,  there  are  three  printing  offices,  oae  of  them  very  extensive* 
containing  four  presses.  The  price  of  printing  is,  notwithstanding, 
at  least  three  times^higher  than^n  the  United  btatcs:  but  as  there  is 
no  trade  or  intercourse  with  Spain,  all  school4>ooka  used  in  the 
countr)',  some  of  them  original,  are  published  at  Buenos  Ayres;  the 
business,  is  therefore,  profitable,  and  rapid\y  extendin^%    Th^it  >x^ 
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many  political  etssay,  which  instead  of  being  insef t.ed  in  Ae  tiewspa* 
pers,  are  published  in  loose  sheets:  there  are  also  original  -paniphlets, 
as  well  as  republications  of  foieign  works.  The  Constitutions  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  different  statesf  together  with  s^  very 
good  history  of  our  country,  and  many  of  our  most  important  state 
papers,  are  widely  circulated.  The  work  of  Dean  Funts,  the  vene« 
rable  historian  of  the  country,  comprised  in  three  large  octavo  vo« 
lumes,  considering  the  infancy  of  the  typographic  art  in  this  part  of 
the  world  may  be  regarded  as  an  undertaking  of  some  magnitude. 

There  are  three  weekly  journals  or  newspapers  published  m  the 
city,  which  h.*v  an  extensive  circulation  (hrough  the  United  Provin- 
ces. They  all  advocate  the  principles  of  liberty  and  Republican  forms 
of  government,  as  none  other  would  suit  the  public  taste.  '  The  year 
before  last  it  is  true,  one  of  the  papers  ventured  to  advocate  the  restora* 
tionof  the  Incas  of  Peru  with  a  limited  monarchy,  but  it  was  badly  re* 
ceievd.  No  proposition  for  the  restoration  of  hereditary  power  of  ary 
kind,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  will  be  seriously  listened  to  for  a  mo* 
ment,  by  the  people.  Even  the  ordinary  language  has  changed. 
They  speak  of  ** thjs state,"  "the  people,"  ♦Hhe  public,"  "country," 
and  use  other  terms,  as  in  the  tJnited  States,  implying  the  interest 
that  each  man  takes  in  what  appertains  to  the  community.  The  first 
principle  constantly  inculcated  is,  *^  that  all  power  rightiully  emanates 
from  the  people."  This,  and  similar  dogma,  form  a  part  of  the  edu« 
cation  of  children,  taught  at  the  same  time  with  their  catechism.  It 
is  natural,  that  the  passion  for  free  govenment,  should  be  continually 
encreasing.  A  fact  may  be  mentioned  to  show  the  solid  advance- 
ment  they  have  made,  which  is,  that  the  number  of  votes  taken  at 
their  elections,  increases  every  year.  In  becoming  habituated 
to  this  peaceful  and  orderly  mode  of  exercising  their  right  of 
choosing  those  who  are  to  be  invested  with  authority,  the  tu- 
multuous and  irregular  removal,  by  a  kind  of  general  oratory  or 
acclamation,  of  those  who  have  been  chosen,  will  gradually  cease. 

Rather  than  disturb  the  order  of  society,  they  will  endure  with 
patience,  until  the  time  arrives,  for  effecting  a  regular  and  constttu« 
tional  change.  Since  the  electioii  of  the  present  director,  none  of 
these  tumults^  before  so  frequent,  have  occurred.  These  tumults 
have  seldom  been  attended  with  bloodshed;  yet  chey  produce  great 
confusion,  and  disorder,  and  give  rise  to  habits  of  in9ulx>rdination, 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  are  ruinous  to  ihe  character  of  a  nation* 

The  vice  royalty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  differed  from  the  rest,  in 
one  important  particular.  It  contained,  no  nobility,  or  if  any,  very 
few.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a  favorable  circumsunce  in  their 
society.  Another  favorable  feature,  very  necessary  to  the  succes:»iull 
administration  of  their  affairs,  as  the  conduct  of  many  individuals 
who  have  filled  the  highest  office  of  sute,  in  descending  from  that 
dignafied  situation,  to  inferior  posts,  and  discharging  their  duties 
ivjtb  alacrity.  Thus  we  behold  general  A.  Balcarce,  who  was  former- 
Jy  difcctor,  Acting  as  second  in  command  to  colonel  San  Martin* 
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Oolooel  Alvarez,  aUo  a  director  at  one  period,  now  serving  in  the 
staff,  under  the  chief  of  that  department  General  Azcuenega, 
and  general  Rondeau,  once  elected  to  the  chair  of  state,  is  at  present 
employed  m  a  oiinor  office.  There  are  others,  who  have  occupied 
the  same  elevated  post,who  have  retired  to  the  station  of  private  ctti- 
sens. 

The  general  capacities  of  the  United  Provinces  for  national  de« 
fence^  are  also,  important  in  many  respects,^ the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  country  ,afford  the  inhabitanu  numerous  advantages  over  an  invad- 
ing army.  The  ease  wiih  which  their  herds  of  cattle  maybe  driven 
to  distant  places,  beyond  the  reach  of  an  enemy  and  the  rapid  move- 
ments of  the  troops  of  the  country  can  make,  from  the  ample  sfipply 
of  horses  and  mules,  are  circumstances  of  great  consequence  in  a 
military  view.  Even  the  t^wns  not  fortified  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  built,,  and  from  the  construction  of  their  houses,  fur- 
nish powerful  means  of  defence,  as  the  British  army  under  general 
IVhitiock;  experienced  iii  their  atuck  on  Buenos  Ayres, 

I  am  sensible,  that  in  the  course  of  these  staiements,and  remarks, 
some  inaccuracies  and  errors  must  have  occurred,  but  they  have 
been  unintentional.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  reception  of  the 
commissioners  at  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  chief  magistrate  was  friend- 
ly and  flattering. 

From  every  class,  they  met  with  a  cordial  welcome.  The  peo- 
ple in  general,  appeared  to  be  very  much  attached  to  the  Americim 
character,  and  to  the  government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Should  any  thing  further  occur,  it  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
fv/tare  paper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  C.  A.  BODNEV. 
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Mr.  ttraham  to  the  aecretary  offStMti, 

City  ofWoMhrngtonf  5th  Jfw.  1818. 

SIR, 

Mr.  Rodney  having  undertaken  to  draw  up,  for  our  jdint  signH- 
lure,  a  report  respecting  the  present  situation  of  the  country  w  re* 
cently  visited  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  and  circuaisUaces 
having  prevented  him,  from  presenting  it  to  me  for  perusal,  until  his 
bte  arrival  io  this  city,  I  was  not  aware  until  then,  that  1  should  have 
occasion  to  present  to  you  my  individual  views  on  that  subject.  But 
on  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  paper  he  drew  up,  I  found,  that  although 
there  was  not  perhap^any  important  fact  on  which  we  essentially  dif- 
fered, yet  that  some  were  stated  of  which  I  was  not  aware;  and  that 
we  had  taken  views  which  it  might  he  difficult  to  combine  during  the 
short  time  then  allowed  to  us,  and  of  which  it  might  be  proper,  that 
you  should  l|e  put  in  posfession.  Under  these  circumtsunces  I 
Aought  it  better  to  submit  lo  the  disadvantage  of  hastily  throwing  my 
ebservations  together,  and  of  presenting  them  separately,  than  to  ask 
him  to  derange  the  general  tenpr  of  his  report  by  introducing  them 
into  it. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Bland,  who  will  necessarily  make  a  separate 
report  will*  I  trust,  reconcile  the  President  to  the  course  I  have  taken, 
as  from  a  combined  view  of  what  we  individually  state,  he  maVf  per* 
haps,  be  better  enabled  to  draw  his  own  inferences  as  to  the  actual 
situation  and  future  prospects  of  the  country  we  visited,  than  from 
any  just  report  in  which  we  could  ail  have  agreed,  as  under  ordinary 
circumttances,  that  must  have  been  the  result  of  a  compromise  of 
opinions,  and  would  probably  have  excluded  some  facts,  or  some 
views,  which,  one  or  the  other  of  us»  will  in  the  mode  now  adopted 
present  to  you. 

In  my  particular  situation,  however,  I  thought  it  less  necessary 
Co  go  into  detail,  as  I  knew  diat  the  report  of  Mr.  Rodney  would 
fiiroish  information  on  points  which  I  omit. 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  GRAHAM. 
The  Honorobk  John  ^uincy  Mami, 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  country  formerly  known  as  the  vice  royalty  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  extending  from  the  north  western  sources  of  the  river  Ia 
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Plata  to  the  southern  cape  of  America,  and  from  the  cdrdnes  of  Bra« 
8il  and  the  ocean,  to  the  ridge  of  the  Andes,  may  be  considered  as 
that  which  is  called  **  The  United  Provinces  of  South  America.*' 

Under  the  royal  governmentf  it  was  divided  into  the  intenden^ 
cies,  or  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Paraguay,  Cordova,  Salta  Poto- 
si,  Plata,  Cochabomba,  La  Pox^  and  Puno.  Subsequently  to  die 
revolution,  in  the  year  1814,  another  division  was  made;  and  from 
the  provinces  of  Cordova,  Salta,  and  Buenos  Ayres«  were  taken  those 
of  Cuyo  or  Mendoza,  Tucuman,  Corientes,  Entie  Rios,  and  the  Ban- 
da  Oriental.  The  others,  it  is  believed,  retained  their  former  boun« 
daries  and  with  the  exception  of  Paraguay,  are  generally  called 
"  Upper  Peru." 

This  widely  extended  country  embraces  almost  every  varietv  of 
climate  and  soil,  and  is  capable  of  almost  ever]|^  variety  of  production. 
A  large  part  of  it  however,  particularly  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
La  Plata,  and  southerly  towards  cape  Horn,  is  deficient  in  wood, 
even  for  fiiel,  and  in  wat^r,  that  which  is  found  is  generally  brackish. 

Although  three  centuries  have  passed  by,  since  the  Spaniards 
made  their  first  setdement  in  this  country,  and  some  considerable 
towns,  and  cities  have  grown  in  it;  yet  its  general  improvement  and 
population  have  by  no  means  kept  pace  with  them,  for  the  lower 
provinces  have  been  almost  entirely  abandoned  to  the  immense 
herds  of  cattle,  which  graze  on  their  plains,  and  require  only  the 
partial  care  of  a  comparatively  few  herdsmen;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Upper  Peru  have  been  engaged  more  generally  in  the  business  of 
mining  than  was  favorable  to  improvement  or  population.  Certain 
small  districts,  having  peculiar  advantages  are  said  to  be  well  culti* 
vated,  and  very  productive:  but  agriculture  has  in  general  been  very 
much  neglected.  It  is  in  a  great  degree  confined  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  towns,  and  cities,  and  may  be  said  to  limit  its  supplies  to  their 
demands.  This  state  of  things,  combined  with  the  regulations  of 
the  former  government,  the  influence  of  climate,  and  the  force  of 
example,  has  stamped  the  character  of  indolence  upon  that  class  of 
society  usually  considered  as  the  laboring  class.  .  The  same  causes 
have  not  operated,  at  least,  not  with  the  same  force,  upon  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  country^  hence  they  are  more  industrious,  and 
more  active,  llieir  manners  are  social,  friendly,  and  polite  In  na- 
tive talents  they  are  said  to  be  inferior  to  no  people;  and  they  have 
given  proofs  that  are  capable  of  great  and  persevering  efforts;  that 
they  are  ardently  attached  to  their  country,  and  warmly  enlisted 
in  the  cause  of  its  independence. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  revolution  in  1810.  The  most  immediate  perhaps 
arc  to  be  found  in  the  incidents  connected  with  the  two  invasions  of 
the  country  by  the  British  in  the  years  1805  and  1806,  and  in  the 
subsequent  events  in  Spain,  as  "they  have  a  direct  tendency  to  show 
to  these  people  their  own  strength  and  the  incapacity  of  Sp^in,  to 


£2] 


37 


give  them  prote^ipiii  or  enforce  obedienee.  The  grolindfirork  was 
however  laid  in  the  jealous  and  oppressive  sjstsm  adopted  at  a  more 
early  period  by  the  kings  of  Spain,  whose  policy  it  seemed  to  be,  to 
keep  within  as  narrow  limits  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  in- 
telligence, wealth,  and  population  of  that  part  of  America,  subject  to 
their  domioion,  as  the  surest  means  of  preserving  an  empire,  which 
they  considered  the  great  source  of  their  wealth  and  power. 

The  revolution  having  been  auspiciously  commenced  in  the  city 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  was  warmly,  and  zealously  supported  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  descended  from  the  Spaniards;  but  the  native 
Spaniards,  as  well  those  domesticated  in  the  country  as  those  in  the 
service  of  the  king,  were  almost  all  opposed  to  it,  particularly  at  the 
time*  and  under  the  circumstances  it  took  place.  Dissentions  were 
the  immediate  result,  and  their  long-standing  jealousy  and  distrust  of 
each  other,  have  by  subsequent  events  been  heightened  into  deadly 
hostility,  which  time  alone  can  wear  away.  These  dissentions  have 
been  considered  as  one  of  the  causes  that  produced  those  which 
subsequently  took  place  amongst  the  patriots  themselves,  and  which 
have  been  most  serious  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  revolution* 
Other  obstacles,  however,  have  been  presented  by  the  royal  govern* 
ment  in  Peru,  which  has  hitherto  not  only  been  able  to  maintain  itself 
there,  but  has  found  means  by  enlisting  the  native  peruvians  into  its 
service,  to  send  at  different  times  considerable  armies  into  the  upper 
provinces  on  the  La  Plata,  where  the  war  has  been  carried  on  from 
the  commencement  x)f  the  revolution  to  the  present  day  with  various 
success;  the  great  extent  and  peculiar  character  of  the  country  and 
the  want  of  res»ources,  having  prevented  either  party  from  making  a 
blow,  decisive  of  the  contest.  When  we  came  away,  the  advantage 
in  that  quarter  was  on  the  side  of  the  Spaniards,  as  they  were  in  pos* 
session  of  the  provincesof  Upper  Peru,  which  had  to  a  certain  degree 
at  least,  joined  in  the  revolution,  and  some  of  which  are  represented 
in  the  congress.  Every  where  else,  they  have  been  obliged  to  yield 
up  the  government  and  abandon  the  countryt  or  submit  to  the  rtiling 
power.  The  peculiar  situation  of  Monte  Video,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  La  Platay  open  to  the  sea,  and  strongly  fortified,  enabled 
the  Spanish  naval  and  military  forces  at  an  early  period  in  the 
revolution,  to  make  a  stand  there;  they  were  ultimately  obliged  to 
,  surrender  it;  not,  however,  until  long  protracted,  and  perhaps  illy 
directed  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  assailants,  had  given  rise  to  many 
jarring  incidents  between  those  who  came  from  the  opposite  shores 
ol  the  river,  probably  the  efft-ct,  in  part  at  least,  of  ancient  jeal- 
ousies, kept  alive  by  the  individual  interests  of  particular  leaders; 
these,  hate  been  followed  by  events  calculated  to  produce  a  still 
greater  alienation;  and,  although  several  attempts  have  been  made 
to  bring  about  a  union  they  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful.  The 
provinces  of  the  "Banda  Oriental,"  and  the  "Entre  Rios,*'  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  river  under  the  direction  of  general  Artigas  are 
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BOW  at  war  with  those  M  the  western  side«  under  die  g^vtrMlmi  ff 
the  congress  at  Bueuo^  Ayres. 

Thi«  war  has  originated  from  a  combination  of  causes,  in  whii^ 
both  parties  have,  perhaps,  something  to  complain  of,  and  somethinv 
to  blame  themselves  for. 

General  Artigas  and  his  followers  profess  a  belief  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ay  res  to  put  them  down,  and 
oblige  them  to  submit  to  such  "arrangements  as  will  deprive  them  of 
the  privileges  of  self  government,  to  which  they  claim  to  have  a 
right,  llicy  say  however,  that  they  arc  willing  to  unite  with  the 
people  on  the  western  side  of  the  river;  but  not  in  such  a  way  as  wtU 
subject  them  to  what  they  call  the  tyranny  of  the  ctty  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  stated  that  this  is  merely  a  pretext; 
that  the  real  object  of  general  Artigas  and  of  some  of  his  principal  offi* 
cers  is  to  prevent  a  union  on  any  terms,  and  to  preserve  the  power 
they  have  acquired,  by  giving  an  erroneous  excitement  (o  the  peo^ 
pie  who  follow  them.  That  it  is  wished,  and  intended  to  place  these 
provinces  on  a  footing  with  the  others.  That  the  respectable  portioii 
of  their  inhabitants  are  aware  of  this  fact,  and  anxious  for  a  union; 
but  are  prevented  from  openly  expressing  their  sentiments,  from  a 
fear  of  general  Artigas,  whose  power  is  uncontrolled  by  law,  or  jusv 
tice,  and  whence  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  aiding  them  to  resist  it. 
Armies  have  accordingly  been  marched  within  the  present  year  into 
these  provinces;  but  they  were  not  j<iintd  by  a  number  of  the  inhabit 
tants  and  were  defeated  with  gieat  loss. 

This  war  is  evidently  a  source  of  great  injury  and  regret,  ancjt 
at  the  same  time  of  extraordinary  irritation  to  both  parties,  for  inde<- 
pendently  of  other  causes  of  recrlminatiop,  each  accuses  the  other  of 
having  brought  about  that  state  of  things  which  threatens  to  place  ^ 
most  important,  and  valuable  portion  of  their  country  in  the  hands  oJF 
a  foreign  power,  who  has  invaded  ii  with  a  regular,  and  well  appoiutr 
ed  army,  and  is  gradually  taking  possession  of  commanding  pointSy 
from  which  it  may  be  difficult  for  their  united  force  hereafter  to  dis- 
lodge them.  That  they  will  unite,  is,  I  think  to  be  calculated  ot|, 
unless  some  event,  disastrous  tu  the  cause*  of  the  revolution  itself 
takes  place;  for  their  mutual  interest  requires  a  union  But  more  df 
moderation  and  discretion  mny  be  necessary  to  bring  it  about,  than  if 
at  this  time  to  be  expected  from  the  irritated  feelings  of  some  of  the 
principal  personages  on  both  sides. 

I'he  city  of  Santa  Fee,  and  a  small  district  of  country  around  it, 
also  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  government  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres. 

in  Paraguay,  the  events  of  the  revolution  have  difiered  from 
those  in  any  other  province,  as  the  inhabitants  ol  that  country  have 
uniformly  resisted  the  efforts  of  the  other  provinces  to  unite  with 
them*  After  having  aided  the  Spanish  placed  over  them,  to  repc  1  a 
military  force  which  had  been  sent  to  overthrow  tliem,  they  tnem- 


J 


w 


39 


selves  expelled  fttum  tfieir  country  these  authorities,  and  estaUUbed 
a  government  of  chrir  own,  totally  unconnected  with  that  of  the  other 
provinces,  with  whom  they  manifest  an  unwillingness  to  keep  up  even 
a  commercial  iotercoUrse*  This  has  given  rise  to  a  suspicioo  in  the 
minds  of  some,  that  ihtrt  is  a  secret  predilc;ction  among  them  for 
the  ancient  order  of  things.  But  from  what  is  said  of  their  cold  and 
c^rulatiog  character;  from  the  safe  position  ojF  their  country,  and  its 
capacity  to  supply  its  own  wants,  it  is  probable  that  their  object  is  to 
liui<baiid  their  rcfsources,  and  profit  by  the  exertions  of  others,  with* 
out  giving  their  own  in  aid  of  them;  and  posssibly  in  case  of  ultimate 
Clilure^  to  place  their  conduct  in  a  less  objectionable  point  of  view 
before  the  government  of  Spain.  Whatever  may  have  beep  their 
iBotives,  they  have  hitherto  contrived  to  escape,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  eviU  of  war; 

Their  resources  in  men  and  money  are  said  to  be  considerable^ 
and  no  country  is  more  independent  of  foreign  supphes. 

Their  conduct  ftirnishes  a  striking  contrast  to  that  of  the  people 
of  Buenos  Ajrres,  who  entered  into  the  revolution  with  unbounded 
seal  and  energy^  and  have  ever  been  ready  to  meet  the  difficulties  of 
so  great  an  undertaking.  This  circumstance  connected  with  their 
locd  utuation  greater  resources,  and  more  general  information;  and 
perhaps  the  (act  of  their  having  been  the  first  to  get  power  into  their 
iiaiids,  have  had  the  effect  to  give  them  a  controling  influence  over 
the  revolutionary  government,  which  has  not  failed  to  excite,  in  some 
degree,  the  jealousy  of  the  other  provinces,  and  amongst  them&tlvea 
a  feeling  of  superiority  little  calculated  to  allay  that  jealousy.  Grreat 
evils  were  at  one  time  apprehended  from  this  state  of  things,  but  the 
Congress  which  met  at  Tucaman,  in  March  1816,  composed  of 
deputies  from  the  several  provinces  then  united,  assumed  the  sover- 
eign power  of  the  country,  boldly  declared  its  absolute  independence, 
and  adopted  a  provisional  form  of  government,  which  is  understood 
to  have  the  effect  of  allaying  dissentions,  and  of  introducing  a  more 
regular  administration  of  public  affairs* 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  documents  in  your  possession,  that  this 
provisional  constitution  recognizes  many  of  the  principles  of  free 
covernment;  but  with  such  drawbacks  as  are  litde  calcuUited  to  en- 
K>rce  them  in  practice.  Great  allowances  are  doubtless  to  be  made 
for  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
tearing  up  ancient  institutions,  or  of  adopting  new  principles  to  them. 
But  after  due  allowance  for  all  these  considerations,  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  that  so  much  had  been  done  for  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  or  that  those  in  power  were  its  strongest 
advocates.  It  is  generally  admitted  however,  that  some  changes  for 
die  better  have  been  made.  Much  care  seems  to  be  taken  to  educate 
the  rising  generation,  and  as  those  who  are  now  coming  on  the  thea« 
tre  oi  action  have  grown  up  since  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  light  thrown  in  by  it,  it  is  fair 
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to  suppose  that  they  will  be  better  prepared  to  support  and  administer 
a  free  government,  than  those  whose  habits  were  formed  under  the 
colonial  govern m«;nt  of  Spain. 

The  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  country  have  grown  be« 
yond  i(s  agriculture.  Various  causes  however  have  contributed  to 
let^Hcn  some  branches  ot  manufacture  since  the  revolution,  butcom^ 
merce  is  understood  to  have  been  increased  by  it,  A  much  greater 
variety  and  quantity  of  foreign  goods  are  imported,  and  a  greater  de« 
mand  is  opened  for  the  productions  of  the  country.  The  city  of  Bue« 
nos  Ayres  is  the  seat  of  this  commerce.  From  it,  foreign  and  some 
domestic  goods  are  spread  through  the  interior,  as  far  as  Chili  and 
Upper  Peru,  and  in  return,  the  various  productions  are  drawn  to  it. 
This  trade  is  carried  on  principally  by  land,  as  is  that  between  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  though  some  small  portion  of  it  finds  its  way  up  and 
down  the  large  rivers  forming  the  La  Plata,  which  is  itself,  not  so 
much  a  river  as  a  great  bay,  I'he  abundance  of  catde,  horses,  and 
mules,  and  of  some  other  animals  peculiar  to  the  country,  which  are 
used  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Peru,  furnish  facilities  for  trans* 

Eurtation.  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  country  so  little  improved, 
ence  the  price  of  transportation  is  very  low,  and  the  internal  trade 
grrater  than  it  otherwise  would  be,  though  it  had  been  materially  les- 
sened in  some  importapt  branches,  by  the  war  withPerUi  and  the  sys* 
tern  adopted  in  Paraguay. 

The  export  and  import  trade  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  the 
British,  though  the  United  States,  and  other  nations  participate  in  it 
to  a  certain  degree.  It  is  depended  on  as  the  great  source  ol  revenue 
to  the  statt  —hence  they  have  been  tempted  to  make  the  duties  ver]^ 
high,  and  to  lay  them  upon  both  imports  and  exports,  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  lumber  and  military  stores.  This  circumstance,  connected 
with  the  fact,  that  payment  is  demanded  at  the  custom  bouse  before 
the  goods  are  delivered,  has  led  to  a  regular  system  of  smuggling, 
which  is  said  to  be  carried  to  great  excess,  and  doubtless  occasions 
the  official  returns  to  fall  short  of  the  actual  amount  of  the  trade. 
This  may  be  the  reason  why  they  were  not  given  to  us.  The  articles 
imported  are  almost  every  variety  of  European  and  East  India  goods 
principally  from  England.  Rum,  sugar,  coffee,  tobacco,  cotton  and 
timber  from  Brasil.  I^umber  of  almost  everv  description,  cod  fish^ 
furniture,  gin  and  some  smaller  articles^  from  the  United  States,  toge- 
ther with  military  stores,  which,  however,  find  their  way  into  the 
country  directly  from  Europe,  and  are  thus  furnished  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  can  sell  them.  The  principal  articles  of  export  are  ta« 
ken  from  the  various  animals  of  the  country,  tame  and  wild,  from  the 
ox  to  the  chinchilla,  copper  from  Chili,  and  some  of  the  precious 
metals  drawn  principally  from  Peru;  but  as  gold  is  worth  Sl7  oz.  and 
passed  by  talc  at  that  rate,  very  little  of  it  is  exported.  Hence  the. 
currency  of  the  country  is  gnld,  for  they  have  no  paper  money.  The 
^Libranzas,''  or  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  government^  arci  howe- 


fl^r,  an  article  of  traffc  among  the  merehants,  as  ihey  are  received  iu.^ 

(MyiiieDt  oi  one  hah  oi  the  duties.  No  dtstinction  is  made  in  favor 
of  the  trade  of  any  nation,  save  only  that  the  British  merchants  have 
aome  peculiar  facilities  granted  them  in  relation  to  their  letters, 
which  are  an  object  of  taxation,  at  least  so  far  as  applies  to  those  sent 
out  of  the  country. 

Id  the  official  statements  given  to  us,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave 
generally  to  refer  for  ioforntation  as  to  the  foreign  relations^  the  pro- 
duct! ns  military  and  naval  force,  revenue  and  population,  the  latter 
is  stated  at  1,300,000,  exclusive  of  Indians.  This  is  understood  as 
comprehending  the  population  of  all  the  provinces;  but  as  some  of 
them  are  not  under  the  government  at  Buenos  Ayres,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  annex  the  several  estimates  I  collected  of  the  population 
pf  each  province,  as  they  may  serve  to  give  some  general  information 
on  that  point.  The  most  immediate  difficulty  frit  by  the  govern- 
ment whilst  we  were  in  the  country,  seemed  to  arise  from  the  want  of 
money:  for  although  the  debt  was  small,  their  crecit  was  low.  It 
had  not  beep  found  practicable  to  adopt  a  system  of  finance  adequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  though  it  would  seem^  from  the  state- 
ment given  to  us,  that  the  revenue  of  the  last  year  exceeded  the  ex- 
penses. The  important  events  of  the  present  year  in  Chili,  of  which 
you  are  informed,  will  doubtless,  have  the  effect  to  raise  the  x:redit  h( 
the  country,  and  t<  lessen  the  pressure  upon  it,  at  least  for  a  time, 
and  will  probably  leave  the  government  more  at  leisure  to  attend  to 
its  internal  affairs. 

When  we  came  away,  it  was  understood  that  a  committee  of  the 
congress  was  engaged  \n  drafting  a  new  constitution,  the  power  of 
forming  and  adopting  it,  being  exelus'ively  vested  in  the  congress. 
"Whether  it  will  assume  a  federal  or  national  character  is  somewhat 
doubtful^  as  thcrre  are  evidently  two  parties  in  the  country,  whose 
View9  in  this  respect  are  very  different,  and  it  is  believed,  that  ihcy 
s^re  both  represented  in  the  congress.  The  one  party  is  in  favor  of 
a  consolidated,  or  national  government— the  other  wishes  for  a  fede- 
ral government,  somewhat  upon  the  principles  of  that  of  the  United 
States  The  probability  seems  to  be,  that  although  there  might  be  a 
majority  of  the  people  in  the  provinces,  generally  in  favor  of  the  fe- 
deral system,  tnat  it  would  |iot  be  adopted,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  so  well  calculated  as  a  national  government,  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  the  great  object  now  in  view.  The  same 
general  reason  may  be  urged  perhaps,  for  giving  to  the  latter,  should 
n  be  adopted,  less  of  a  republican  character  than  probably  would 
Have  been  given  to  it,  in  more  quiet  and  peaceful  times.  There 
is  danger  too,  as  the  power  of  forming  and  adopting  the  consti«* 
tuti  >o  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  lew,  that  the  rights  and  privile- 
ges  of  the  people  may  not  be  so  well  understood,  or  attended  to,  as 
roey  would  have  been,  had  the  people  themselves  had  a  more  im^ 
itiediate  agency  in  the  affair.    It  is  not  to  be  doubted^  however,  that 
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it  win,  at  least,  dave  a  f  ^publican  form,  and  be  bdhbmiifd  dtftiH  Ae 
principles  of  independence,  which  is  contended  ^or  by  aU  dcscri|jtiotii 
of  politicians  in  the  country,  who  have  taken  part  in  the  revohjtio'nv 
stnd  will,  it  is  believed,  be  supported  by  them  m  any  event,  Co  the  hurt 
extremity. 

Their  means  of  defence  of  which  they  are  fully  aware,  are  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  greater  perhaps,  (han  those  of  almost  any 
pther  people,  and  the  duration,  and  events  of  the  war,  have  strength* 
cned  the  general  determination  never  to  submit  to  Spain.  This  deter* 
Biination  rests  upon  ihc  recollection  of  tormer  sufferings  and  depriva* 
tions;  upon  a  consciousness  uf  their  ability  to  defend  and  to  govern 
themselves:  and  upon  a  conviction,  that  in  case  of  submisniovi,  oa 
any  terms,  they  would,  sooner  or  latery  be  made  to  feel  the  vengeance 
of  the  mother  country  These  considerations  doubtless  have  the 
most  weight  upon  the  minds  of  those,  who  have  taken  a  leading  part. 
They  of  course  use  all  their  influence  to  enforce  ihem,  and  thus  to 
keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  In  this  they  probably  have  had 
the  less  difficulty,  as  although  the  sufferings  of  the  people  have  beea 
great,  particularly  in  military  service,  and  in  raising  the  contribiitions 
necessary  for  that  service,  yet  the  Incubus  of  Spanish  power  being 
thrown  off,  and  with  it  that  train  of  followers  who  filled  up  almost . 
every  avenue  to  wealth  and  consequence,  the  higher  classes  have 
been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  advantages  they  did  not  before  enjoy. 
They  have  seen  their  commerce  freed  from  legal  restraints.  T'^eir 
articles  of  export  become  more  valuable,  their  supplies  furnished  at 
a  U)wer  rate,  and  all  the  offices  of  government  or  other  employments 
laid  open  to  them,  as  fair  objects  of  competition.  The  lower  classes 
have  ifound  their  labour  more  in  demand,  and  better  paid  for;  and 
their  importance  in  society  greater  than  it  formerly  was. 

They  are  yet,  however,  from  their  indolence,  general  want  of 
education,  and  the  great  mixture  of  '^casts''  among  them,  in  a  de- 
graded state,  but  little  felt  in  the  affairs  of  the  government.  The  sti« 
mulus  now  given  will  operate  to  produce  a  change  in  them  for  the 
better,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  will  gradually  have  its  effect,  as  their 
docility,  intelligence,  and  activity  when  called  into  service,  give  evi* 
dence  that  they  are  not  deficient  in  natural,  or  physical  powers. 

Labor,  as  it  becomes  more  general,  will  become  less  irksome 
to  individuals,  and  the  gradual  acquisition  of  property  which  must 
necessarily  result  from  it  in  such  a  country  under  a  good  government, 
will  doubtless  produce  the  happy  effects  there  which  it  has  uniformly^ 
produced  elsewhere,  and  more  especially  in  countries  where  the  po^ 
pulation  is  small  when  compared  to  the  extent  of  territory. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  I  may  have  been  led  into  errors  of  fact, 
or  inference,  in  that  case,  I  can  plead  honesty  of  intention,  and  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  at  a  !>ingle  point,  and  wiibin  a  limited  time, 
correct  information;  or  of  analyzing  that  which  was  collecttd,  res* 


w 


44 


pectiog a  people  in  astute  of  revolution,  wno  are  spread  over  an  im* 
niMise  country^  and  whose  habit8»  institutions,  and  language  are  so 
different  from  our  own. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  we  were  politely  received  by  the  Supreme 
Director,  who  made  every  profession  for  our  government,  and  every 
offrr  of  accominodation  to  us,  as  its  agents,  which  we  had  a  right  to 
expect,  and  that  the  people  manifested  on  all  occasions,  the  most 
firtendly  dispositions. 
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Xitorkal  sketch  of  the  revohifhn  of  the  United  Provinces  of  9ou0k 
Jlmerirti^  from  the  25th  of  May  !8!Q,  until  the  openmg  of  the 
National  Comgreaa^  on  th^  tsth  of  March  1816,.  written  inf  Dr. 
Gregorio  Fmen^  and  appended  tf  hU  iuatory  of  Buenoo  Atiree^ 
Taraquaiff  end  Tucuman.  , 

It  is  th«  advice  of  a  aage*  tkat  liie  hi$toi7  of  revolutioQ» 
should  be  written,  neither  so  long  after  idbey  have  happened,  that 
many  of  their  eitents  will  be  forgotten,  nor  ^o  immediately  after 
they  have  occurfed,  as  to  preclude  it  from  beinj;  ezecttted  with  the 
requisite  impartifiliiy.  In  the  last  cas^  all  who  read  it,  setting  iq 
jurigment  upon  it,  approve  or  condemn  accordiug  to  their  feelings, 
and  in  consequence  it  is  deetned  a  chaos  of  uncertainties.  We  havtr 
therefore,  determined  to  give  merely  a  sketch  of  the  revolution,  att^ 
to  refrain  from  ^cfa  narration,  as  would  perhaps^r^vive  aniinosilieg 
which  patriots  wjk  never  to  see'^renewed; 

A  success!^  ^f  reverses  liad  deranged  aH-theflaBs^  defence 
adopted  by  Spaip  to  resist  Jihe  attacks  of  France,  The  pa»8  of  Sierra 
^lorena,  being  forced,  th^  army  of  the  eneiny  extended  its  conquest 
to  the  Island  ot  L>^on.  Affairs  were  in  thm  desperate  situation,  when 
the  timorous  Ciid^eros  addressed  his  telebrated  proclamatioa  to  the 
people,  more  fen*  the  sake  of  repelling  the  danger  which  ipenacv^ 
his  aiHhority,  ijiao  of  fttrmsfatt^  them  -roles  to  regulate  their'cqa- 
duct,  in  case  of  the  French  succeeding  in  their  ambitious  designs 
against  the  mothtfr  country.  Ajnartyrto  the  suspicions,  to  whidi 
he  had  given  bimscli  up,  as  if  he  disdained  artifice,  he  endea- 
vored to  gain  4^rcdii  %vtth  the  people,  by  palnung  upon  them  his 
statement  of  the  UHer  imbecility  of  Hpain,  which  they  knew  as  well 
,  as  he,  for  noUe .  sincerity  la  £ac  he  descended  to  propose  a 
plan  of  national  •representation,  as  remote  from  justice  ^  fromi 
utility. 

This  was  a  conjuncture  whif h  the  people  of  Buenqs  Ayrea 
anxiously  expejE:te4*  That  peritj^  had  long  passed  away,  when 
America,  wiihqiit  any  object  with  which  to  compare  iierself«  had 
believed  men  bound  implicitly  fto  be  gMidcd  by  the  maxims  of 
their  predecessorft.  The  revoluiipiuof  ]!f}or'th  A<uer.ica  and  the  re* 
Cent  one  of  France,  had  reyived  among  us  the  na^tural  rights  of 
man.  The  saip^  regency  although  thereby  doing  violence  to  ita 
fet-ltngs,  ^aid  to  us,  ^^  that  we  were  elevated  to  the  dignity  of 
freemen,  that  we  were  set  like  our  ancestors  oppressed  by  a  yoke* 
rendered  mote  galUsig  by  i;heir  distance  from  tbexenue  of  power. 


vtefNEd  #^  hi(Mr(e¥e«e«4  iftid  fluids  vfle  b^  igliOMMfe.*'  Im  %m^ 
»  tS€  re  conqoeftt  of  BileB^  Ayi%s,  by  «xpttliog  the  Kfigltsb,  w« 
iMid  made  trial  of  our  strenglh.  wcA  conf  koeod  that  W€  fliiglic  bqf# 
safety  cast  off  the  leading  strings  of  infancy.  He  iMrlievtrd  4iait 
t&is  was  the  time  eo  shake  off  the  aodionty  of  a  deereptd  Mod  ty* 
rttfim cat  mother  We  were  also  impeded  to  thta  aneasure  troft  its  ap«« 
pearnig  probable  that  Ns|K>leoii  wooM  reader  permaiunii  the  gov* 
€tanaent'  he  had  «stafelished  hi  8paiN». 

A  Bmnber  of  brave  ttten  (t)  united  theiftseWes  seeredy  for  the 
jNirpfise  of  exttrpatiOff  tyranny,  andat«he  risk  of  their  tranquiUirp^ 
and  fortune  and  lift  9  formed  the  plan  of  this  retohHioo.  Though 
destitute  of  military  force,  they  dared  provoke  a  powetfirf  vke  roy^ 
iHthotiC  oitperience,  th^y  yet  hilled  to  sleep  the  vigilance  <tf  their 
fovecDora;  without  money,  they  gained  over  many  ol  the  soldier}'| 
without  attfhority,  they  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  their  fellow  citiseos. 
This  being  the  situation  of  things,  ch^e  jvoleano  at  last  burst  forth;  a 
juntaof  nme  persons,  with  full  powers.  (2)  assembled  on  th«  25th  May, 
18iO,  agreeably  to  Hbk,  summons  of  Uisneros.,  the  viceroy.  This 
Was  the  first  step  in  cor  revohitipn,  m  revolution  afiected  without 
bloodshed,  maintained  by  success,  ardently  desired  by  the  good,  and 
capable  of  producing  the  happiest  effects^ 

Although  the  considerations  we  have  mentioned,  would  have 
justified  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  capital  did  not  proceed 
to  thin  extremity;  it  considered,  that  to  paas  at  once,  the  immense 
interval  between  slavery  and  liberty,  would  be  a  premature  measure, 
and  comrar>-  to  the  inviolable  law  of  nature,  that  improvement  shall 
be  gradual* 

Besides  this,  although  they  knew  that  the  enjoyment  of  the  so- 
dml  rights  was  an  object  so  dear  to  the  heafts  of  many  Americans;  it 
knew  also,  that  there  were  among  them  some  timid  men,  who,  expos* 
mg  themselves  to  universal  derision,  reprobated  the  good  purchased 
by  any  other  than  pacific  means;  others,  who,  destitut  of  love  of 
country,  were  stangers  to  tlie  most  heroic  passions;  and  others,  so 
unenlightened,  as  to  deem  servitude  their  natural  and  proper  state. 

As  well  to  make  an  experiment  upon  these  dissimilar  classes  of 
men,  as  to  leave  the  great  measure  of  declaring  independence  untried, 
611  events  should  render  it  expedient;  the  capital  limited  itself,  fot^ 
the  present,  to  the  only  plan  sanctioned  by  prudence.  This  was, 
that  the  provinces  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  the  VII,  should  assume 
file  dir  'Ction  of  public  affairs.  Every  thing  prompted  us  to  this 
mnovation:  the  Ptrninsular  government,  its  springs  having  lost  theit 
elasticity,  appeared  insufficient  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  nation* 
The  very  provinces  of  Spain,  were,  mi»re  or  less,  in  open  opposition 
to  her  authority:  her  govermental  orders  were  either  entirely  viola- 
ted or  imperfectly  obeyed:  thi%  monarchy  was  completely  unhitigcd: 
die  component  parts  of  this  vast  body  politic,  were  as  widely  dts« 
peraed^  that  they  eould  have  no  tie  capable  ol  binding  them  together. 


Thit  vtiit  oFuDkm  rendered  the  natioo  iretk;  it  was  doobtfiil  whe- 
lh«r  die  central  junu,  could  of  itoelf,  esubltsh  a  regency;  in  fiiie» 
America  was  an  integral  part  of  the  monarchy,  apd  enjoyed  equal 
rights  wiih  Spain. 

lliis^  innovation  excited  gready  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and 
gave  birth  to  as  little  speculation  Men,  who  had  subniiittcd  without 
a  mumur,  to  be  treated  as  slaves,  blessed  the  moment  when,  at  leasts 
thty  were  no  longer  instrumental  to  their  own  bufferings.  But  po. 
the  other  hand,  interest,  apd  arrogimce  caused  the  European  Span- 
iards  to  regard  with  rage  the  newly  awakened  energy  of  a  people  they 
had  long  contemned;  an  energy  which  menaced  thevi  with  thedepri- 
vation  of  oQce  and  influence. 

The  (Hdorea  of  Buenos  Ayres,  were  the  first  who  manife^ited 
a  disgust,  unbounded  and  promotive  of  insubordination  The  junta 
excludrd  from  the  government  ceruin  individuals,  (3)  regardless  of 
every  thing  but  self-interest;  for  them  it  substituted  others  more 
worthy. 

The  royal  marine,  characterized  by  ignorance,  and  indoclUty» 
also  gave  loose  to  selfish  passions;  it  retired  to  d^onu  Video,  endea* 
Torrd  tu  stir  up  the  people  to  insurrection^  implored  succors  from 
Brazil,  dispersed  the  army,  imprisoned  iu  chiefs,  even  sent  thence  to, 
Spain;  in  fine,  threw  all  things  into  coniusion. 

The  state  was  upon  the  eve  of  a  civil  war.  Linea,  Monte  Video 
Faragusyy  the  chiefs  of  Cordova,  Potosi,  and  Charcas,  prepared 
themselves  for  a  blopdy  contest  with  the  capital  and  its  adherents. 
But  their  anim  'sity  excited  vigilance  in  the  government,  and  enthu* 
siasm  io  the  patriots. 

lb  guide  the  people  in  the  novel  and  daring  career  upon  which 
they  had  entered,  the  government  and  the  clergy  furnished  tuem  with, 
productions  written  with  ability  and  with  energy.  To  enlighten  the 
public,  and  consequendy„  to  triumph  over  the  errors  of  education, 
was  deem' d  a  sacred  duty.  The  conduct  of  the  ecclesiastic ts  was 
particularly  praiseworthy,  since  they  acted  in  opposition  to  the  bish* 
ops  of  their  dioce^ses,  more  occupied  with  the  advantages  of  posts^ 
they  feared  to  lose,  than  interested  for  their  flocks. 

As  the  provincial  chiefs,  in  opposition  to  the  government,  were 
deaf  to  persuasion,  it  determined  to  obtain  by  force  for  the  people 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights.  It  organized  an  auxiliary  expedition 
to  operate  against  the  enemies,  of  liberty  irt  the  mterior  provinces* 
At  this  very  time,  Gmdia,  governor  of  Cordova,  and  the  bishop 
Oreilana,  excited  by  the  ardent  Liniers,  viewed  the  revolution  as  a 
criminal  enterprise  against  the  state,  and  excited  the  people  to  diso*. 
bedience  and  to  vengeance.  To  cure  them  of  this  phiensy,  and  to 
convince  thtm  that  they  were  laboring  for  their  owQ  ruin,  and  that  o^ 
the  people,  my  opinion,  delivered  in  a  junta,  (4i)  was  inefiectuaL  At 
last,  these  dekided  men  discovered,  to  their  c  st,  that  they  werc^ 
Struggling  io  an  unknown  se^,  against  a  tempest,  they  could  no( 


> 


C2] 


^ 


withstand.     Abandoned  by  their  own  sddiers,  mho  nt^tt  faeartily 
embraced  their  cause,  they  were  taken  prisoners.    (5) 

The  junta  determined  to  cement  the  revolutionary  govemiii«ntt 
with  the  blood  of  those  mistaken  men,  and  thus  to  terrify  isio  si- 
lence, the  enemies  of  freedom.  When  informed  of  this  reftolve,  my 
•urprize  and  grief  were  equally  great.  It  was  on  the  eve  of  its  erne- 
cut'iouv  that  I  was  informed  of  this  determination.  To  avert  from  a 
cause,  so  far  untainted  by  injustice,  the  imputation, of  atrocity»  nay, 
even  of  sacrilege,  for  those  accustomed  to  kneel  beifore  ^eir  bisbopt, 
would  have  deefKd  this  act:  I'o  prevent  the  ceceasion  from  the 
patriot  cause  of  many  reputable  and  influential  famiiies,  (6)  whose 
reputation  and  feelings,  such  an  execution  would  have  deeply  wound- 
ed; in  fine,  impelled  by  humanity,  I  felt  bound  to  urge  these  rea- 
sons upon  Don  Francisco  Antonio  Ocampo,  and  Don  Hipoleto  Yi* 
eytes,  chiefs  of  the  expedition,  and  to  supplicate  the  suspension  of  so 
odious  a  sentence.  The  impression  which  these  reasons  and  others 
added  by  iny  brother,  Don  Ambrosio  Funesy  made  upon  their  minds, 
produced  the  desired  eflTcct,  a  few  hours  before  the  time  appointed  to 
inflict  the  punishment.  The  government  deemed  this  extreme  mo- 
deration; incompatible  witb  the  security  of  the  state:  The  blockade 
of  the«  capital  b^  the  roy^l  marine  from  Monte  Video,  the  in* 
trigues  of  the  European  Spaniards,  ever  on  the  alert;  in  fine,  opinkms 
in  favor  of  Liniers,  whispered  among  our  troopsf  the  companions 
of  his  dangers  and  his  glory,  compelled  the  government  to  choose, 
between  the  death  of  these  conspirators,  and  the  ruin  of  dawning  li- 
berty. Placed  in  this  dilemma,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  it  did  violence 
lo^jts  feelings,  and  confirmed  the  bentence,  except  that  part  relating 
to  the  bishop.  Thus  died  prematurely  lAen,  who  in  other  times 
might  have  been  useful  citizens.  (7) 

Among  the  chiefs,  assembled  by  Concha  and  Liniers,  the.  most 
conspicuous  were  Bans,  governor  of  Potosi,  and  Nieto,  president  of 
Charcas.  Nieto,  licentious  as  was  ever  any  minion  of  tyranny,  op- 
pressed with  vexations,  each  garrison  under  his^  command,  impri- 
soning the  soldiers  in  caverns,  and  even  condemning  them  to  toil  in 
bake  houses.  Thus,  this  idiot  expected  to  prop  the  tottering  fabric 
of  slaver)',  and  to  perpetuate  meanness  of  spirit  and  misery*  While 
these  and  other  events  agitated  the  centre  of  Peru,  the  junta  gave 
additional  respectability  to  the  auxiliary  expedition.  Casteli  having 
'  resigned  the  command,  Don  Antonio  Balcarce,  was  appointed  in  his 
steadr  The  victory  of  Suipacha  put  an  end  to  the  enterprises  of  cer- 
tain, rash  men.  The  major  general^  Cordoba,  Sans,  and  Nieto,  were 
shortly  after  put  to  death. 

It  was  not  so  much  from  external  obstatcles,  as  from  a  weak- 
ness, common  to  all  states  in  tiitiifs  tif  revolution,  that  our  aflfairs  were 
not  always  prosperous.  It  mnstbe  perceived,  that  we  are  now  about 
lo  ipeak  from  intestine  disseiitions.  When  we  threw  off  the  yoke, 
we  thought  that  in  organiziogn  government,  \t  was  imposstble  to  re- 


50  [2] 

cede  too  much  from  the  ivrabny  which  had  caused  our  suffcringis 
and  our  shame.  A  youth  of  talents  and  information*  says  a  modem 
authon  astonished  at  reading  in  each  page  of  the  ancients,  a  diary 
of  what  passed  before  his  eyes  in  the  late  French  revolution,  happily 
thought  of  writing  its  history  with  passages  extracted  frpm  these  au- 
thors; and  without  any  other  labor,  than  that  of  citation,  composed  ao 
original  work.  So  true  it  is,  adds  he,  that  there  are  no  annals,  more 
authentic  and  instructive,  than  those  of  the  human  heart.  Whea 
we  attentively  consider  our  dissentions,  it  appears  as  if  Cicero,  and 
Tacitus,  and  Sallust  were  their  historians. 

Governments,  destitute  of  solid  foundations,  will  always  be  play* 
things.  Scarcely  had  the  first  junta  begun  to  exercise  its  authority, 
when  the  clounds  gathered  and  the  lightnings  flashed  around  them. 
One  germ  of  discontent,  not  dissembled  was  exclusion  from  a  share 
in  commatid  of  the  deputies  of  the  people,  appointed  to  give  a  le« 
gal  existence  and  form  to  the  new  political  (8)  structure.  This  ex- 
elusion  excited  personal  resentments;  and  those  who  deemed  them- 
selves injured,  endeavored  to  avenge  themselves  in  the  name  of  the 
public  weal.  The  events  which  occurred  in  consequence  will  be  re- 
counted in  the  course  of  this  sketch.  ^ 

These  provinces  were  now  theatres  of  civil  war.  The  Para- 
guayans had  not  yet  resolved  to  sacrafice  a  tranquil  slavery  for  a  liber- 
ty precarious  and  tumuhuart/.  The  first  junu  perceived  that  this 
state  of  that  province  was  the  consequence  of  fears,  inspired  by  its 
governor  Velasco,  and  felt  it  a  sacred  duty  to  open  its  eyes  to  its  inte. 
rest  and  honor.  This  was  the  object  of  another  expedition  commanded 
by  Don  Manuel  Belgrano.  It  was  at  first  unsuccessful,  but  what  three 
bloody  battles  failed  to  win,  was  the  fruit  of  a  negotiation,  most  sa- 
gaciously conducted  by  the  general.  The  Paraguayans  began  to  be 
persuadedf  that  the  zeal  of  Yelazco,  was  refined  selfishness^  obedi- 
ence to  him,  meanness  of  spirit,  and  submission  to  Spain  contrary  to 
tfie  public  good.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Monte  Video, 
until  now,  though  siditious,  were  unimportant.  The  arrival  there 
of  a  viceroy  for  fiuenos  Ayres,  inspired  the  hope  of  humbling  us— 
Idiou!  to  indulge  such  hope.  We  knew  Elio  and  counted  upoa 
his  follies  as  most  efficient  auxiliaries.  This  soldier,  whose  motto 
was  **  boldness,"  premised  the  regf  ncy  to  convert  the  capital  into  a 
dungeon  of  slaves.  It  was  natural  that  silly  and  extravagant  expec-. 
tations,  should  be  indulged  and  promulged  to  his  employers  by  a  vice 
roy  incompetent  to  fill  the  most  petty  office.  Elio  had  the  insolence 
to  require  the  junta  to  recognize  him;  but  this  body  treated  his  de- 
mand with  the  contempt  it  deserved, 

1811. 

In  coosequeDce  of  this  repulse,  Elio  declared  the  junta  rebellious 
and  answerable  for  all  the  blood  that  might  be  shed  in  the  contest*-— 
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His  first  effort  was  to  redu€e  the  Orientals  to  obedience.  But  these 
brave  men  taught  him  what  daringr  spirits,  in  robust  bodies,  could  ef« 
lect.  The  conquest  of  Gualeguaichu  and  the  victory  at  Soriano, 
were  merely  preludes  to  actions  more  glorious. 

Certainly  the  fury  of  £lio  was  far  less  dreadful  to  the  state, 
than  the  internal  dissentions  which  now  convulsed  it,  while  the  junta 
of  deputies,  labored  in  performance  of  its  duties,  new  plots  were 
hatched,  during  a  repose  which  was  compulsatory ,  by  a  rival  party. — 
It  was  attempted  by  black  calumny,  to  abuse  credulity  in  order  to 
render  the  deputies  suspected.  It  was  whispered  that  they  intended 
to  sell  their  country  to  the  Portuguese  for  money  and  office.  A  base 
•lander  (9)  which  never  would  have  obtained  believers,  were  it  not  true 
at  all  times  that  the  great  characteristic  in  party,  is  blind  deference  to 
leaders.  The  juntk  did  not  yield  to  this  persecution— but  the  depu- 
ties, stigmatized  as  traitors  and  tyrants,  opposed  no  other  shield 
against  calumny,  than  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty 

Nevertheless  they  were  still  victims  of  detraction  when  a  revolu* 
tioo,  known  as  that  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  April,  in  which  thegovem- 
nent  had  no  share,  took  place.  This  event  afforded  no  pleasure  td 
t^  junta-— It  knew  that  in  the  ordinary  coui*se  of  the  passions  one 
revolution  engenders  others  of  the  same  kind,  for  when  parties  are 
once  formed,  interest  and  justice  become  with  them  convertible 
teroQS.  The  junta  had  always  been  persuaded,  that  the  true  object 
of  the  revolution  onght  to  be  to  secure  the  people  the  advantages  of  a^ 
free  government.  It  held  the  opinion,  that  persons  in  authority  if 
unrestrained  by  the  jealous  and  unceasing  attention  of  colleagues, 
invariably  become  corrupt.  That  after  being  guilty  of  usurpations, 
to  become  despotic  became  necessary  to  insure  impunity:  And 
that  from  violations  of  the  laws  to  despotism,  is  but  a  step.  Support- 
ed by  these  reason^,  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  people,  it  intro- 
duced the  government  of  juntas  into  all  the  provinces. 

Animated  by  the  same  spirit,  it  introduced  also  the  tiierty  of  the 
press.  The  junta  was  of  opinion,  that  the  time  had  arrived,  when 
thought  ought  no  longer  to  be  imprisoned  by  the  will  of  the  magis* 
tratc,  who  in  the  words  of  a  celebrated  genius,  with  the  cord  that 
binds  it  in  his  hand,  measures  and  fixes  the  distance  of  its  flight 

These  cases  were  succeeded  by  others  of  a  different  nature  and 
importance.  To  excite  the  Orientals  to  resist  their  foe,  and  not  to  be 
It  the  mercy  of  the  furious  Elio  and  his  rapacious  followers,  among 
the  different  objects,  soliciting  attention,  deserve  the  preference.  By 
repeating  frequently,  the  words  Sparta,  Rome,  liberty,  patriotism, 
sod  by  aid  lavish  and  opportune,  we  had  at  last  the  consolation  of 
iateresttng  them  in  the  salvation  of  the  country.  The  taking  of  Ca- 
nelones  by  Don  Benancio  Benovidez,  and  the  victory  of  San  Jose, 
gained  by  the  troops  of  Don  Jose  Artigas,  will  always  excite  delieht* 
fal  feelings.  But  the  junta  expected  to  gather  the  best  fruits  after, 
from  policy,  it  had  transferred  the  command  of  tl\e  army  and  sent  re- 
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inforcements  to  colbnel  Don  Jose  Rondeau;  nor  was  it  deceived.'-— 
The  towns  of  Minas,  San  Carlos  and  Maidonado  yielded  successive- 
ly to  the  conqueror  Don  Manuel  Artigas,  and  the  Orientals  rising  ia  . 
mass,  invested  the  walls  of  Monte  Video,  Success  so  brilliant  filled 
Elio  with  consternation,  and  made  him  deem  it  necessary  to  stop  the 
patriots,  in  their  prosperous  career,  by  some  great  effort.  Twelve 
hundred  of  his  best  troops,  with  a  great  train  of  artillery,  occupied 
Piedras.  Notwithstanding  their  superiority  in  numbers,  arms,  situ- 
ation and  discipline,  they  were  conquered  by  men,  who,  animated  by 
the  glory  of  conquering,  forgot  their  nakedness,  weariness  and  all  the 
horrors  of  death.  The  general,  Don  Jose  Artigas,  manifested  on  this 
occasion  that  ardour  and  coolness  with  which  he  inflamed  or  mode- 
rated, the  passions  of  his  troops  as  circumstances  required. 

These   victories  and  general  Rondeau^s  removal  of  his  head 
quarters  to  Mercedeo,  for  the  purpose  of  besieging  Monte  Vedco^ 
filled  Elio,  till  then  over  confident,  with  despair.     He   inquired    of 
the  junta    if  an  accommodation  were  possible,  and  offered   to  pur- 
chase even  with  the  humiliating  sacrafice  of  his  ofiice;  while  thejim-    • 
ta  was  deliberating  upon  this  proposal,  it  received  intelligence  that   ^ 
Paraguay  had  at  last  awakened  from  its  lethargy,  and  turned  against  • 
its  oppressors  arms  placed  in  the  hands  of  its  sons,  in  order  to  be  used 
against  the  country,  thus  profiting  by  its  error.    This  pleasing  infor- 
mation produced  a  reply  to  Elio,  which  shewed  him  that  nothing  re- 
^lained  for  him  but  submigsioii. 

This  energetic  reply  lighted  up  anew  his  flame  of  war.  Elia, 
hearkening  alone  to  the  rage  which  filled  his  bosom  prepared  to  bom- 
bard the  capital.  Michelena,  with  a  squadron  of  five  ships,  appear- 
ed off  the  harbor  and  informed  the  junta  of  his  hostile  intents  This 
body  unintimidated  boldly  answered  in  reply,  ^^Proceed  and  receive 
practical  lessons  of  the  energy  of  a  people,  whose-  courage  and  re- 
sources are  incalculable."  The  bombardment  was  executed  but 
with  more  injury  to  the  enemy  than  to  the  capital. 

It  is  now  time  to  turd  our  eyes  to  the  army  of  Peru.  Thus  far  it  • 
was  successful.     Casteli  with  six  thousand  men  under  his  command 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dcsaguedero,  expected  decisive  events,  which  ' 
would  cover  our  arms  with  glory:  (10)  But,  instead  of  adopting  roea-- 
sures  suitable  to  his  circumstances,  he  entered  into  useless  negotia- 
tions, and  obtained  an  armistice  which  Goyeneche  perfidiously  turn- 
ed to  his  own  advantage.    Six  days  before  it  expired,  the  armies  of 
the  country  were  attacked  in  Guagy  and  Chibiraga,  points,  -distinct  * 
and  distant  from  each  other.     In  the  first  battle  the  enemy  was   vic« 
torious;  in  the  second  (at  Chibiraga)  neither  party  conquered;  but  the 
dispersion  of  our  army  left  the  foe  master  of  the  field  of  battle  on  the 
following  day.     Our  auxiliary  expedition,43eingthus  unfortunate,  the 
enemies  became  masters  of  upper  Peru.     The  junta  was  undismay- 
ed by  this  reverse  of  fortune.     In  its  proclamation  to  the   people,  it 
reminded  them  that  the  Roman  Senate  after  the  defeat  at  Cana^thanked  • 
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the  cmisu}  T^rros  for  not  despairing  of  the  repubUc»and  dedared  that 
icdd  not  despair.  Thia  proclaroatioa  circulated  throughout  the 
couutry,  rousted  the  people  to  generous  exertions. 

'  It  is  proper  here  to  narrate  the  capture  of  the  Island  of  Rotat*^^ 
The  besieging  army  of  Mont  Video  was  greatly  in  want  of  powder, 
aod  this  island  conuined  a  quantity  equal  to  what  it  required.  Ak- 
tbgugh  the  attack  was  extremely  hazardous,  it  was  made  with  sagacitjr 
and  valor  by  Don  Jose  Quesado,  commander  of  our  troops,  and 
crowned  with  success.  He  abandoned  it  after  spiking  the  caanott, 
briogfng  with  him  twenty  quintals  of  powder. 

We  had  not  only  to  contend  against  the  Spanish  troops,  bat 
also  to  be  on  our  guard  against  a  stranger  whose  amhitioa  was  well 
known.  Our  revolution  had  early  awakened  the  policy  of  the  Poiw 
tuguese,  and  the  court  of  Br:izil  under  the  pretext  of  preserving  m 
favor  of  Ferdinand  the  7th,  the  integrity  of  his  dominions,  desired  to 
get  possession  of  his  South  American  territories  in  order  to  secure 
the  rights  which  might  accrue  to  the  Princess  Carlota.  The  junts 
€onsinered  that  if  Portugal  refrained  from  doing  what  both  her  fears 
and  her  ambition  prompted,  it  would  be  a  phenumman  in  history .«-— 
It  therefore, mistrusted  this  power,  and  took  all  the  precautions,  pru- 
dence dictated  to  rene^r  Elto's  demands  for  assistance  unavailing. 

The  court  of  Brazil  caused  its  troops  to  enter  the  territory  of  the 
state,  but,  before  it  resorted  to  arms,  made  experiment  of  what  it 
could  effect  by  policy.  Removing  at  last  the  veil  that  had  enveloped 
its  designs,  ii  proposed  to  the  junta  to  purchase  by  voluntary  submit 
sion,  its  acknowledgment  of  the  independmce  of  La  Plata  and  its 
solemn  engagement  that  even  if  Ferdinad  recovered  the  Spanish 
throne,  it  should  not  be  again  subjected  to  the  authority  of  the  mother 
country.  The  junta  considered  that  it  would  merit  public  hatred  and 
vengeance,  should  it  hearken  favorably  to  a  proposal  with  which  it 
could  not  comply  without  imbicility  and  baseness.  Although,  since 
the  victory  of  Goyeneche  had  made  him  master  of  Peru,  almost  en- 
vironed with  foes,  the  junta  thought  only  of  putting  into  requisition 
all  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  when  these  failed  to  bury  itself 
bf::neath  its  ruins.  A  little  less  folly  on  the  part  of  Elio,  would  have 
placed  him  in  a  situation  to  open  a  negotiation  (as  he  proposed)  with 
the  junta,  to  have  assisted  and  been  assisted  by  it  against  the  Portu- 
guese, and  to  have  settled  satisfactorily  all  matters  in  controversy* 
From  the  various  sourcesfor  bettering  the  situation  of  the  country 
which  suggested  themselves  to  thejunta,  it  selected  that  of  reforming 
the  government.  We  had  long  experienced  the  evils  of  a  system  dispro* 
portioned  incapable  of  commanding  means  edequate  to  the  ends  to  be 
effected,  and  destitute  of  the  power  necessary  for  putting  in  motion, 
and  directing  the  machine  of  government.  The  exclusion  of  the  de« 
puties  from  a  share  in  the  government,  which  we  have  before  related^ 
may  have  resulted  from  artifice,  precipitation  or  other  cause;  but  it 
is  certain  that  to  have  admitted   them  all,  would  have  been   incom* 


patible  with  the  secrecy,  celerity  and  vigor,  without  which  to  govern 
well  ift  impossible.  To  obviate  the  inconveniences  resulting  from 
the  want  of  these  essentials,  the  junta  determined  to  create 
an  executive  power  which,  in  the  language  of  the  sapient  Neckar, 
^^Should  in  the  body  politic  represent  that  mysterious  power  which 
in  man  causes  the  action  to  correspond  with  the  will*"  The  consi- 
deration that  when  the  executive  authority  has  no  just  limits,  the 
state  is  but  a  confused  heap  of  oppressors  and  oppressed,  induced  the 
junta  in  order  to  temper  it  to  reserve  to  itself  with  the  title  guardian 
of  the  pubiicrights^  iht  power  o(\tgisl2it\on^  not  however  to  its  full 
extent,  for  it  could  be  thus  exercised  ohlv  by  a  national  congress,  but 
merely  to  provide  for  exigencies,  torestain  the  operation  of  laws  pre* 
judicial  to  the  state«  to  deliberate  upon  important  affairs,  and  to  calm 
the  distrust  in  their  governors  with  which  growing  fondness  for  lii> 
berty  inspired  the  people. 

With  these  limitations,  the  junta  created  an  executive  power, 
vested  in  three  persons,  who  were  Dr.  Don  Juan  Jose  Paso,  Don 
Feliciano  Chiclana,  and  Don  Manuel  Sarratia.  If  these  new  magis* 
trates  would  have  respected  the  barriers  that  limited  their  power, 
they  would  have  spared  the  capital  a  tumult,  the  deputies  an  affront, 
and  their  own  reputations  a  death-wound.  From  a  reprehensible 
desire  of  authority  without  the  proper  counterpoise,  they  stigmatiz- 
ed the  regulation  made  by  the  deputies,  in'virtue  of  the  power  they 
had  reserved,  *^as  a  code  calculated  to  precipitate  the  country  into  the 
abyss  of  ruin."  The  deputies  being  made  the  victims  of  public  dis- 
order, their  place  in  the  government  remained  vacant.  The  mani- 
fests issued  in  justification  of  this  measure,  could  easily  have  been 
refuted,but  the  deputies,  aware,  that  when  the  feelings  of  the  people 
'  are  in  a  state  of  irritation,  it  is  in  vain  to  appeal  to  them  for  justice, 
wisely  trusted  their  defence  to  events,  which,  they  were  confident, 
would  sooner  or  later,  make  apparent  their  innocence  They  did  not 
miscalculate:  for  the  prosperity  subsequently  enjoyed  by  the  country 
under  a  political  system,  very  simliar  to  the  one  they  proposed,  has 
completely  refuted  the  calumnies  of  their  adversaries. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  sketch  like  the  present,  to  give  a  full  view 
ofthe  perturbed  state  in  which  this  violent  measure  left  the  capital. 
It  was  divided  into  factions  familiar  with  every  kind  of  petty  artifice* 
Bitter  invectives,  false  relations,  exagerated  fears,  were  employed 
to  obtain  whatever  they  deemed  promotive  of  their  interesU.  "Each 
party"  says  an  intelligent  observer,  "strengthens  itself  by  railing  at, 
and  calumniating  its  opponents.  Party  zeal  gives  reputation  to  fac- 
tions, and  to  be  deemed  by  them  a  man  of  worth,  it  is  sufficient  to 
be  one  of  them."  The  most  despicable  persons  were  selected  for 
chiefs,  for  the  absence  of  talent  and  honesty  ensured  their  innocuous^ 
nets.    The  situation  of  the  capital  was  truly  deplorable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  sergeants,  corporals,  and  soldier8,of  the 
first  regiment,  openly  mutinied  and  jeopardized  their  safety,  by  itt^ 
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discreetly  attempting  to  prevail  against  their  officers.  The  capital 
was  converted  into  a  field  of  battle,  llie  mutineers  were  compelled 
to  surrender^  and  eleven  of  their  number  were  executed  to  punish  this 
outrage  against  the  laws.  The  governmeut  did  not  confirm  their  sen* 
teuce  with  dry  eyes,  but  it  knew  that  rukrs  invariably  bring  their  au* 
thoriw  into  contempt    by  giving  impunity  to  criminals. 

Fear  and  trouble  mingle  with  the  very  elements  af  unstable  gov- 
ernments* The  deputies  of  the  people  retired  to  their  hearths,  after 
tfaev  were  left  at  liberty  to  do  so,  by  their  exclusion  on  the  5rh  and  6th 
of  April  from  the  government.  The  intractable  Bishop  Orellana  by 
fais  hypocrisy,  obtained  his  restoration  to  a  chair  from  which  his 
curimes  excluded  him.  These  occurrences  augmented  distrust  and 
jealousy.  When  government  adhei^es  to  a  party,  it  makes,  says  a  sage, 
the  political  bark  to  incline  to  one  side  and  accelerate  a  shipwreck 
in  which  it  is  also  lost.  It  is  true  though,  adds  he,  that  neutrality  is 
not  always  warranted  by  justice,  but  rather  by  ambition,  which  stand* 
ing  aloof  from  disorders,  draws  from  them  its  greatest  advantages. 

While  the  bosom  of  the  country  was  thu«  torn  to  pieces,  the  ex- 
tremities were  in  no  better  condition.  It  is  certain  that  in  consequence 
of  an  almost  general  insurrection  of  the  Indians,  the  district  of  Paz 
was  recovered,  the  city  besieged,  and  the  army  of  Lombera  routed: 
h  is  also  true,  that  the  brave  Don  Estevao^  Arce,  made  himself  master 
of  Cochabamba.  But  notwithstanding  these  triumphs,  the  conquer* 
or  of  Guaqui,  retained  his  conquest.  The  retreat  made  from  Potosi 
by  Colonel  Don  Juan  Martin  and  Pueyrredon,  with  the  remnant  of 
the  army  and  wealth  of  the  country ,  was  executed  so  heroically,  that 
it  deserves  to  be  taken  for  a  model.  It  is  only  given  to  intrepid  spir- 
its to  make  themselves  respected  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  Banda  Ot-iental  presented  nothing  which  could  tranquilize 
us.  It  is  true,  that  the  Portuguese,  though  acting  with  their  accus- 
tomed dissimulation,  had  not  gathered  its  expected  fruits.  Their 
troops  had  approached  Monte  Video,  witli  the  hope  that  circumstanc- 
es opening  to  them  the  gates,  she  would  change  her  language  even  if 
her  feelings  remained  unchanged*  Experience  shewed  that  the  pro- 
jects of  cabinets  sometimes  fail.  A  treaty  of  peace  made  between 
this  city  and  the  capital,  by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  upon  our  troops 
raising  the  siege  and  retiring  beyond  the  Uruguay,  the  Portuguese 
should  evacuate  the  Banda  Oriental,  disconcerted  all  their  plans. 
Still  they  did  not  despair.  As  reniiarkahle  for  perfidy  as  we  for  good 
faith,  by  a  scandalous  invasion  on  their  part,  they  renewed  the  war, 
and  gave  the  troops  of  General  Aartigas  an  opportunity  of  shewing^ 
these  foes  that  none  offended  them  with  impunity.  It  was  evidei  t| 
that  to  obtain  Monte  Video  was  the  object  of  the  Portuguese.  Thi^ir 
seductive  influence  induced  her  to  break  the  treaty  and  renew  the 
blockade  of  the  capital. 

It  is  only  the  pusillanimous  that  are  disheartened  by  danger. 
Mtn  count  the  number  of  their  efforts  by  their  reverses.    Fortune  en^ 
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ters  into  their  calcalations  in  doubtful  cases,  but  they  rely  soletyon 
virtue.  The  government,  convinced  that  victory  is  not  essential,  and 
diat  brave  men  when  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits,  are  most  efficient 
.undismayedi  strained  every  nerve  to  save  us.  The  i^carcity  of  money 
was  supplied  by  a  confiscation  of  enemy's  property,  and  an  annusd 
contribution  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thousand  dollars;  an 
jntado  maJQT  general  was  created;  a  methodical  plan  furnished  (or  re« 
£>rming  the  army;  subordination  was  better  established,  the  liberty 
of  the  press  confirmed.  The  army  of  Peru  reinforced^  and  additiotoal 
troops  opposed  to  the  coalition  of  our  enemies- 
While  these  measures  were  adopting,  a  new  occurrence  relight- 
ltd  the  torch  of  discord  in  the  capital.  By  a  regulation  of  the  exe^n- 
five  power,  an  assembly  to  meet  at  stated  periods  was  organized,  for 
the  object  of  deliberating,  during  a  session  positively  limited  to  eight 
days,  upon  great  state  affairs,  and  of  selecting  every  six  months  a  suc- 
cessor to  the  chief  of  the  government,  whose  term  of  service  expired. 
As  love  of  liberty  had  generated  inquietude  and  distrust,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  take  any  step  without  interrupting  tranquillity.  Don  Juan 
Martin  Puerreydon  was  elected.  The  assembly  considered  that  it 
could  not  without  imbecility  refrain  from  assuming  supremacy  over 
the  general  government  and  all  the  provinces  of  the  union.  This  was 
sUgmatized  by  the  executive  as  an  excess  subversive  of  the  law, 
which  gave  this  body  being.  The  assembly  urged  that  the  bw  cited 
against  them  was  the  work  of  force;  force  terminated  the  contest, 
the  assembly  was  dissolved,  and  the  citizens  still  more  disunited. 

Discord,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  subvert  all  authority,  de« 
bilitates  the  state.  But  this  does  not  happen  when  it  is  awakened 
by  love  of  liberty.  Nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  the  people 
should  observe  with  fear,  the  hand  which  governs  them,  but  it  is  a 
fear  neither  enervating  courage,  nor  weakening  understanding. 
The  confusion,  into  which  general  Arce,  after  the  rout  at  As* 
letc,  and  general  Artigas,  after  a  victory  over  a  division  of  Porta* 
guese,  put  the  generals  Goyeneche  and  Sousa,  ought  to  have  made 
them  know,  that  attempts  against  liberty,  are  always  vain.  The 
court  of  Brazil,  convinced  of  this  truth,  perceived  that  it  would  be 
best  for  it  to  be  upon  terms  of  amity  with  us.  It,  therefore,  by  its  ple- 
nipotentiary, Don  Juan  de  Redemarker,  submitted  proposals  to  us,  to 
Which,  under  the  guaranty  of  Great  Britain,  we  acceded. 

^  Although  Goyeneche,  in  Upper  Peru,  was  filled  with  grief  by  the 
desertion  pf  his  troops,  and  other  repeated  misfortunes;  pride  would 
not  permit  him  to  abandon  his  conquest.  Thus  circumstanced, 
availing  himself  of  our  retreat  to  Tucuman,  from  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  Suipacha,  he  resolved  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  Cochabam- 
ba.  With  the  greatest  and  best  of  part  of  his  troops,  he  marched, 
routed  general  Arce,  and  approached  the  city.  Antezana,  president 
•fits  junta,  perceiving  himself  without  resources,  offered  submission, 
and  implored  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror.    This  prcKseeding, 
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of  September,  die  enemy  offered  us  a  new  ioault  on  the  following  day  . 
(Conquered  as  they  were,  without  artillery,  munitions ,  or  baggage, 
they  dared  demand  the  surrender  of  a  town  to  which  the  infantry  had 
retired  with  part  of  the  cavalry.  The  major  general  Don  Eustoquio 
Diaa  Yelez,  who  commanded  there,  was  one  of  those  men  who  live 
only  for  their  country.  This  energetic  reply  put  to  flight  the  hope, 
which  the  enemies  were  silly  enough  to  indulge,  and  forcc;,d  them  voi 
a  disorderly  and  shameful  retreat. 

The  news  of  this  memorable  victory  reached  the  capital,  when 
it  was  convulsed  by  a  new  commotion.  The  spirit  of  party  we  have 
ao  much  lamented,  on  every  change  in  the  government  produced 
some  disturbance.  In  this  state  of  things,  says  an  elegant  observer, 
no  one  grasped  the  command  but  an  adventurer,  destined  to  fall  by 
reason  of  his  very  elevation;  To  give  a  successor  to  the  chief  of 
the  government,  whose  term  of  service  expired,  the  assembly  met 
and  chose  Dr.  Don  Pedro  Medrano— a  popular  commotion  ensued. 
The  consistorial  assembly  re«assumed  the  authorities  of  the  people— 
a  new  government  was  appointed,  compossed  of  the  citizens  Don  Juan 
Jose  Paso^  Don  Nicholas  Pena,  and  Don  Antonio  Albares  Jonte  and 
was  recognized. 

Power  is  a  mere  nullity,  iffhose,  who  ought  to  obey  it,  think 
that  in  all  cases  they  have  a  right  to  set  in  judgment  upon  what  it 
commands.  This  was  the  situation  of  the  state.  Instead  of  having 
recourse  to  the  energetic  measures  necessary  to  support  governmenu^ 
the  new  government  weakly  resorted  to  decrying  the  one  which  had 
been  subverted,  to  promising  great  advantages  from  the  subsisting 
one*  It  believed  that  a  general  assembly  with  unlimited  powers  was 
indispensably  necessary,  to  give  constitutional  existence  to  the  state, 
and  summonses  were  issued  for  this  purpose* 

l^is  step  being  taken,  it  turned  its  attention  to  the  internal  and 
external  security  of  the  state.  The  European  Spaniards  had  not  taken 
learning  froip  the  examplary  chastisements  we  had  inflicted  upon 
them.  More  obstinate  than  ever  they  confederated  again  for  our 
destruction;  the  conspiracy  was  discovered,  five  of  the  traitors  were 
execiited,  and  their  bodies  exposed  to  public  view,  as  a  saluury  wara« 
iBg  to  rash  men. 

1813.   • 

This  desperate  plot  originated  in  a  criminal  combination  between 
the  Spaniards  resident  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video.  Terrified 
by  the  siege  of  the  last  mentioned  place  and  goaded  by  pride,  upon 
Don  Manuel  Sarratea's  withdrawing  from  the  command,  terminated 
that  quarrel,  which,  the  empoisoned  source  of  a  thousand  evils,  pre* 
vented  the  complete  re-union  of  the  Oriental  troops  with  the  besieging 
army.  Tlie  besieged,  who  always  retained  the  hope  of  profiting  by  our 
discord/Were  filled  wiih  consternation  by  the  defeat  of  this  conspi- 
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tacy.  Ever  obstinate,  they  repeated  their  sallies,  but  the  betiegevti 
headed  by  Soler,  Yillariiio,  Terrad#,  Crus,  Ortiguena  and  French,  re* 
pelled  the  m  all. 

The  possession  of  Monte  Video  was  important  to  the  Spaniards, 
in  prpsecuting  their  scheme  of  subjugating  us»  Availing  themselves 
of  their  marine  they  infested,  our  coasts,  and  endeavored  to  recover 
in  brutal  inroads,  the  reputation  they  had  lost  in  rec;ular  campaigns. 
"With  the  confidence  their  superiority  inspired,  they  lauded  twohun* 
iired  and  fifty  men  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Lorenzo.  They  speedily 
perceived  that  they  had  landed  only  to  augment  their  misfortunes. 
Attacked  by  a  force  as  inferior  in  numbers»  as  superior  to  them  ia 
bravery  by  general  San  Martin,  who  contemniug  death,  knew  how 
to  win  the  favors  of  inconstant  fortune,  they  were  completely  routed. 

This  victory  was  soon  followed  by  that  gained  by  the  arms  of 
the  country,  over  the  army  of  Tristan.  This  general  fortified  in  the 
city  of  Salta,  perhaps,  hoped  to  repair  his  past  misfortunes  by  future 
success,  in  his  criminal  designs  against  his  country.  The  conqueror 
of  Tucuman  sought  him  there  with  his  army,  filled  whh  the  enthu- 
siasm liberty  inspires.  The  signal  for  batde  was  given,  and  it  con« 
tinned  for  three  hours  and  a  half.  The  combatants  availing  them- 
selves of  all  that  genius,  science,  valor,  nay  even  desperation  could 
contribute  to  victory;  we  at  last  gained  the  battle.  In  the  heat  of  the 
fight,  major  general  Dioz  Velez,  was  severely  wounded,  but  not 
prizing  so  much  a  prolongation  of  his  days,  as  to  risk  for  it  the  loss  of 
the  batde,  he  concealed  his  wound  and  remained  on  the  field,  until 
his  strength  entirely  failing  him,  he  was  forced  to  retire.  In  this  ac- 
tion general  Don  Martin  Rodriguez  and  the  commandantes  dedroiston^ 
Donego,  Saperi,  Pico,  Forest,  Alvarez,  Pedrie),  Zelaga,  Balcarce, 
Rrodriguez,  Arivalo,&c.  were  npuch  distinguished.  General  Belgraoir, 
being  strongly  urged  by  Tristan  and  his  troops  to  set  them  at  liberty, 
complied.  This  general,  doubtless,  thought  it  would  be  glorious,  to 
give  freedom  to  men  who  had  endeavored  to  enslave  us,  and  that  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  let  slip  an  opportunity  of  conquering  by  clem* 
ency,  the  hearts  ot  those  whose  bodies  his  brave  troops  had  by  forced 
subdued.  For  this  and  other  generous  acts,  they  made  a  b^e  re* 
turn.  Freed  from  captivity,  they  employed  in  seducing  the  people, 
the  time  they  ought  to  have  devoted  to  proclaiming  our  generosity, 
and  manifesting  their  gratitude. 

After  the  victory  of  Salta,  the  tyrant  Goyeneche  fled  precipitate* 
ly  to  Oruro,  thus  relieving  from  suffering  Potosi,  Charcas,  Cocha- 
bamba,  Santa  Cruz  De  la  Sierra  and  other  places.  The  fear  this 
defeat  inspired,  caused  him  to  supplicate  general  Belgrano  for  an 
armistice.  The  moderation  of  this  officer,  which  no  success  could 
effect,  induced  him  to  grant  it,  but  the  perfidy  of  Goyeneche  soon 
frustrated  it. 

Our  country  was  now  advancing  by  rapid  strides  to  tedepen* 
dence,  we  were  led  to  think  so  frbm  these  victories,  and  principidlf 
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Spnid^Bti  H^^iredwith  extceoie  dif0»t)  by  a  A^goai^* 
Kiple,  who  ha#  ic^^ired  ao  much  glory.  Alihough  4e&m|iu 
support,  they  pnefvred  the  horrors  of  war,  to  the  sdviwti^ge^ 
^  ^humiliating  pe^ice,  giui  commcDce^  an  irregular  fight,  in  which 
^  w<)p^Qn  (Ijl)  ifikicrminried  with  the  men.  ^he  contest  was  vc» 
cn^n^equQil;  a^rfoilie  resUmice,  they  yielded  with  coosiderableloss. 
This  gadUiiitry  was  sufficient  to  incite  Goyeneche  to  the  most  base  aii4 
cruel  ireii^iiice.  The  town  was  delivei;ed  up  to  plunder  for  three 
houra,  wlMch  afforded  opportuoity  for  the  commission  of  every  sort 
cuf  crime.  Tbiit  the  soldiers  should  have  been  guilty  of  monstrous 
fxcess,  is  not  surprising,  since  (Xi)  Goyeneche  himself,  incited 
ihem  by  his  c;x|iniple.  it  is  a  fact,  well  authenticated,  that  entering 
with  one  half  of  his  cavalry,  the  gate  of  the  mother  church,  the  sa- 
crament being  ea^posed,  he  killed,  with  a  stroke  of  his  sword,  the 
iJ^'iscal  Lopez  ^ndreu,  who  preseo^ed  it  tr^mbliug  with  terror. 

He  then  pursued  boldly,  the  ^veral  precedents  of  tyrants:  by 
banishments,  confiscations  and  t:xecutions,  this  homicide,  rivalled 
Nero  in  infamy*  In  the  places  subjected  to  his  yoke,  a  gesture,  a 
clouded  visage,  an  indiscreet  word,  ^  tesir,  stealing  down  the  cbeek, 
iras  a  crime  of  state.  It  may  be  remembered,  that  eleven 
of  the  dispersed  soldiers  of  general  Arce,  were  sacrificed  to  his  ven* 
geaipce  at  Chuqui|S^ca.  It  was  necessary  for  the  timid  to  be  en- 
compassed by  men  like  themselves  that  they  might  not  encounter,  on 
which  ever  side  they  turned,  this  head  of  Medusa  which  froae  the 
heart.  But,  in  general,  he  failed  to  obti^in  the  expected  fruit  from 
his  barbarous  polif  y.  He  inspired  more  hatred  than  terror.  On  all 
sides  his  troops  were  attacked  with  fury. 

While  we  are  drawing  near  the  moment,  when  the^arms  of  the 
CQi)ntry  achieved  inore  important  victories  over  the  enemy,  let  us  no* 
tice  other  succesi^es,  more  nearly  relating  to  the  cap'iul.  • 

The  measures  of  the  Portuguese  we  last  mentioned,  and  the  obsti^ 
pate  resistance  of  Monte  Video,  induced  the  government,  to  seqd 
Bon  Manual  Sarratea  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  as  its  representa- 
tive and  general.  The  primary  object  of  this  mission,  was  to  renew 
the  seige  of  Monte  Video,  and  to  set  limits  to  extravagant  pride. 
The  success  of  this  undertaking  depended  upon  the  cooperation  of 
the  eastern  with  tb^  western  troops.  But  the  appointment  of  Sarra* 
(ea  was  not  approved  by  general  Artigas,  and  his  jealousy  impeded 
tb^  execution  of  this  project.  But  at  last,  after  some  opposition 
firom  Agui  and  Salto  Chico,  the  union,  which  should  ever  subsist  be- 
tween the  several  members  of  the  same  state,  was  in  fact  obtainedt 
3ome  troops  joined  the  army,  though  slowly,  and  bodies  of  n\en  were 
stationed  m  the  vicinity  of  Monte  Video,  by  general  Rondeau.   The 

£verttor,  Vigodet,  perceived  that  this  new  siege,  was  about  to  pro<* 
ce  inevitabk  misfortune.  Knowing  that  all  our  forces  had  not 
muted,  he  forme4  the  design  of  surprising  our  camp,  and  executed 
iMvith  vivacity,  at  the  head  pf  two  thous^^nd  men.    In  this  historjif 
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are  recorded,  few  days  more  glorious,  than  ^e  3i8t  of  December, 
181«,  in  which  our  general,  his  subalterns,  Soler,  Ortigucra,Quintana, 
Eocalada  and  other  officers*  manifested  a  valor  and  intelligence  worthy 
our  cause.  Their  efforts  made  the  audacity  of  the  enemy  degenerate 
into  cowardice.  Being  very  roughly  handled*  the  foe  retreated, 
leaving  dead  on  the  field  of  batde,  major  general  Muesas,  with  manjr 
officers  and  soldiers.    Many  prisoners  were  taken. 

It  was  decreed  that  our  freedom  should  be  purchased  with  blood 
and  with  danger.  The  rejoicings  for  this  victory  were  mingled  with 
astonishment  at  the  discovery  of  a  most  atrocious  plot.  A  considerav 
ble  number  of  £uropean  Spaniards,  resident  in  Buenos  Ayres*  had 
confederated  to  cover  it  with  havoc  and  mourning.  These  perfidious 
associates  held  their  treasonable  meetings  in  profound  secrecy  and 
adjusted  a  plan  so  inhuman,  that  posterity  will  be  unable  to  read  the 
account  of  it  without  shuddering.  The  members  of  the  government, 
the  magistrates*  the  most  zealous  Americans,  and  tven  Euro- 
pean Spaniards,  friendly  to  independence,  were  to  be  beheaded  on 
the  scaffold.  Those  who  escaped  from  the  carnage,  were  to  be  ban* 
ished  from  their  habitations,  to  make  room  for  Spaniards  from  the 
interior.  The  provinces,  these  assassins  expected,  would  speedily 
be  subjugated  to  their  authority.  Martin  de  Alzaga,  a  man  formed 
by  nature  for  crimes  of  this  sort,  had  the  direction  and  execution  of 
this  atrocious  conspiracy  confided  to  him.  For  the  sake  of  humani* 
ty,  the  tutelar  genius  of  the  country  defeated  the  plan  of  these  con- 
spirators. At  the  very  instant  they  were  issuing  forth  to  commence 
the  work  of  desolation,  they  were  discovered  and  arrested  sword  in 
hand.  Wh^n  this  affair  became  public,  indignation  could  be  read  in 
-every  countenance.  By  the  assistance  of  the  citizens,  the  principal 
criminals  were  apprehended.  The  government  subjecting  these  dis* 
lurbtirs  of  the  public  peace  to  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law,  inflicted 
on  those  the  punishment  they  designed  for  others. 

"While  we  were  rejoicing  at  our  escape  from  so  attrocious  a  plot, 
we  were  still  apprensive  of  being  assailed  by  an  army,  which,  consi- 
deritig  our  weakness  as  part  of  its  strength,  menaced  us  from  Jojuy 
and  Saka,  Three  thousand  men,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  com- 
manded by  general  Don  Pio  de  Trestan,  a  native  of  Arequipa,  and 
second  in  command  of  Goyeneche,  fell  upon  our  army  of  Tucuman, 
amounting  to  only  sixteen  hundred  soldiers,  the  greatest  part  of  them 
heard  in  this  battle  for  the  first  time  the  whistling  of  balls.  Only  the 
most  daring  could  hope  for  victory.  General  Belgrano,  who  united 
the  most  insinuating  sweetness  of  manners,  with  the  most  rigid  jus- 
tice,  possessing  too  the  art  of  penetrating  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  concealing  his  own,  at  the  head  of  a  patriotic  band  of  the  vicinity, 
decided  the  fortune  of  the  day.  Colonel  Don  Raymon  Balcarce,  also 
signalised  himself;  where  the  battle  most  raged^  there  was  he  to  be 
found.  The  other  officers  also  entided  themselves  to  their  country's 
gratitude*    As  if  they  had  not  been  humbled  in  the  action  of  the  24th 
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troops  of  Pesueh,  who  inarched  in  pursuit  of  them;  battle  was 
gnren,  and  the  enemy  was  victorious,  by  reason  of  superiority  of 
numbers. 

The  Indian.  Pumakagua  marched  upon  Arequipa,  that  noble 
dty,  which  stifling  its  feeUngs,  was  enslaved.  With  manly  couragej 
lie  i^uickly  engaged  an  army  of  more  than  a  thousand  mecH  routed  it, 
took  prisoners  iu  chief  Picoaga,  the  governor  Moscozo^  and  La* 
valle,  who  being  conducted  to  Cuzco,  were  put  to  death.  More  than 
two  hundred  Spaniards  were  sacrificed  to  a  just  indignation.  The 
▼ictor  was  compelled  to  march  to  Cuzco,  by  the  defeat  of  Pinelo  and 
Munecas.  Ramirez,  a  name  that  will  be  eternally  infamous,  pur<t 
sued  the  patriots  furiously.  The  retreat  of  Pumakagua  left  the  pas« 
sage  to  Arequipa  open  to  the  royalists*  and  afforded  an  apportunity^to 
repeat  the  enormities  perpetrated  at  La  Paa* 

Another  of  the  Angulos  had  displayed  his  energy  at  Guam^nga^ 
routing  four  hcmdred  taleberinoa  deuched  by  the  vice*roy  of  Limai 
but  the  capture  of  Arequipa  by  Ramirez,  called  his  attention  to  Cuz« 
CO.  This  great  city  was  a  prey  to  disorder.  Nothing  could  sup- 
port its  wretched  existence.  Inhere  the  three  Angulos  were  beheaded, 
and  their  heads  carried  upon  a  pike  to  Sicuani. 

A  reform  of  the  government,  reducing  it  to  a  single  director  of 
the  state,  in  the  person  of  the-citisen  Don  ijervasio  Posadas,  placed 
in  the  capital  great  obstacles  to  the  vibrations  of  the  passions.  Titus 
Uvius,  observes,  that  Rome  would  have  perished,  if  from  a  prema- 
ture l6ve  of  liberty,  it  had  in  its  infancy  abolished  regal  power. 
The  public  authority  was  strengthened  by  the  politic  measure  of 
tnisting  the  aflfairs  of  the  state  to  the  activity  of  a  single  individual. 

Our  Oriental  army  rendered  itself  more  respecuble  by  a  stroke 
whkh  proved  its  vigilance,  and  its  firmness.  The  Spaniards  of  Mon- 
te Tideo,  losing  the  hope  of  advancing  their  cause  by  open  warfare, 
had  recourse  to  assassination.  A  conspiracy  of  their  agents  was  dis- 
covered in  our  camp,  and  the  traitors  sacrificed  tcf  the  public  security. 

1814. 

But  this  fortunate  discovery,  did  not  free  the  state  from  all  peril, 
for  in  its  bosom,  a  storm  was  brewing,  and  ready  to  burst.  General 
Artigas,  that  singular  man^who  united  to  extreme  sensibility,  the  ap- 
pearance of  coldness:  a  most  insinuating  urbanity  to  decent  gravity: 
a  daring  frankness  to  courtesy:  an  exalted  patriotism  to  a  fidelity  at 
times  suspicious:  the  language  of  peace,  to  a  native  inclination  to 
discord:  in  fine,  a  lively  love  of  independence  to  most  extravagant 
nocfons  as  to  the  mode  of  achieving  it:  this  man,  we  say,  disgusted 
wHh  the  government,  because  it  bestowed  rewards  upon  those  he  ex- 
pe^sted  to  see  chastised,  had  already  sowed  the  seeds  of  civil  war 
amow  the  troops.  This  great  ascendancy  over  the  Orientals,  com- 
pelidf them  either  to  seek  his  amity  or  to  tremble  at  his  enmity.-— 
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Tbose  cHitc^  who  fe? ^  order,  labored  with  ai;eal  aod  dexteri^jF^  toi 
extinguish  a  flame  menacing  ruin  to  the  state*  This  end  appeared  to 
be  obtained  by  an  Oriental  congress*  which  general  Rondeau  cooven- 
«dy  in  the  n^me  of  the  govemmenty  for  the  puspose  of  nominating 
deputies  for  a  national  congress,  and  a  provincial  governor*  AU  waa 
qn  the  eve  of  being  verified,  when  general  A^igas,  as  chief  of  thu 
Orientals,  commanded,  in  the  n$une  of  the  same  goveminenti  thalt 
die  electors  should  present  themselves  ^t  his  head  quarters  in  ordev 
to  receive  instructions  from  him.  This  proceeding  so  strongly  sa* 
vouring  of  despotism,  offended  everyone.  The  electors  9s^i|ible4 
in  the  chapel  of  Maciel,  and  fulfilled  the^r  trust*  The  real  di^>oai* 
lion  of  general  Artigas  then  discovering  itself;  he  aoaulled  the  con^ 
gress,  thus  assuming  absolute  power;  but  this  during  mei^aiire  hadi 
no  effect  upon  what  this  body  had  done.  The  selection  of  depvitieSf 
md  a  govenor,  was  celebrated  in  all  the  encampments,  and  the  last 
named  ofBcer  btf  gan  to  exercise  his  functions.  General  Artigas  yiew^ 
ed  these  measures  with  a  hatred,  lively,  as  dissembled,  and  preparcil 
to  avenge  himself.  Under  various  pretexts  he  withdrew  his  countryi, 
and  at  last,  in  the  garb  of  a  countryman,  deserted  his  post,  thus  laav^ 
ing  exposed  the  right  of  our  line.    This  rash  proceeding  made  it  wp» 

Etrent,  that  he  prdterred  his  own  interests  to  those  of  his  country 
ut  many  officers,  and  others  of  the  Orientals,  did  not  fpUpw  this  per« 
nicious  example. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  terrible  confusion  into  which  th|a 
event  threw  the  besiegers.  Three  times  orders  were  given  to  rpisf^ 
the  siege,  and  as  often  they  were  revoked,  so  great  were  the  ejvils  o^ 
each  side.  At  last  the  encampments  were  abandoned  with  inoalcular 
ble  loss,  and  unutterable  grief.  The  enemy,  upon  discovering  this, 
were  filled  with  surprise,  though  they  did  not  abandon  themselves  tc^ 
immoderate  joy,  because  they  feared  it  might  be  a  feint;  but  the  peo« 
pie  less  cautious,  hurried  away  by  the  desire  to  breathe  fresh  airg 
went  in  crowds  without  the  walls.  From  proper  foresight,  the  r^-^ 
doubts  of  our  advanced  parties  had  not  been  abandoned;  French,  offi« 
cer  of  the  day,  ordered  a  most  unexpected  discharge  of  cannon,  wbich 
made  the  enemy  attribute  to  stratagem,  what  resulted,  in  truth,  from 
our  weakness.  The  terror  this  created  in  the  city  prevented  sallies 
being  made. 

This  advantage,  cdmbined  with  tho^lucky  arrival,  on  the  same 
day,  of  supplies,  and  the  consolitory  information,  that  a  small  siquad* 
ron  was  equipping  to  transport  a  reinforcement,  changed  the  appears 
ance  of  things,  llie  public  mind  was  tranquilized:  the  fugiuvesreif 
turned  in  parties:  the  people  of  the  vicinity  tendered  their  assistance, 
and  general  Rondeau  knew  how  to  profit  by  these  inestimable  advaa^ 
tages;  the  siege  was  renewed  more  efficiently  than  it  ever  hadbe«a« 
The  director,  Posadas,  viewed  the  desertion  of  general  Artigaa 
with  a  hatred,  carried  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence.  Taking  coiin«t 
sel  from  his  anger,  he  thought  that  justice  should  take  its  course* 
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bectose  the  tla^bndl  assembly  was  organized  and  commenced  iti 
session  on  the  3l8t  of  January,  1813.  This  body  thoujg;fat  it  a  gla- 
riDg  iiltoQ^istency,  for  the  nation  to  make  such  sacrafices  for  liberty, 
«Ad  stiH  to  shelter  slavery  in  its  bosom.  The  situation  of  the  coun^ 
tfjr  not  permitting  this' evil  to  be  corrected  at  once,  this  assembly 
dkcreed,  that  from  the  day  of  its  creation,  all  childk'en  of  slaves 
^teuld  be  bom  free;  thus  in  part  repairing  the  injury  comnlitted 
t^ainst  nature^  and  immortalizing  its  birth  day* 

It  did  itself  no  less  honor  by  the  abolition  of  tributo  and  mita^ 
which  were  odious  permissions  to  commit  every  species  of  crime, 
and  the  abolition  of  which  had  been  decreed  in  1811*  These  be- 
nificent  measures  were  no  less  politic  than  just.  The  Indians,  whose 
services  we  needed,  were  thus  conciliated* 

The  celebrated  victory  of  Salta  filled  with  surprise  the  vice  roy 
of  Lima,  and  made  him  resort  to  the  usual  measures  of  alarmed 
despoti&m.  The  general  Pezdela,  took  the  command  of  the  army 
of  Goyeneche,  and  with  a  reinforcement^  took  up  his  head  quarters  at 
Orruro*  Fezuela  undoubtedly  possessed  military  talents  far  supe- 
Hor  tb  those  of  Goyenechei  and  if  towns  which  had  sworn  to  be  free, 
could  have  been  subdued,  he  would  have  achieved  the  odious  vic- 
tory* 

All  measures  preparatory  to  a  batde  between  the  opposing  aN 
mies  were  taken*  The  victory  gained  and  the  flame  kindled  by  the 
spark  of  liberty  in  all  parts,  not  even  excepting  Lima,  presaged  a 
happy  issue  to  the  patriots.  But  perhaps,  to  give  us  lessons  of  mod- 
eration and  prudence,  the  Almighty  decreed  that  we  should  lose  the 
battles  of  Vilcapugio  and  Hayouma.  Upper  Peru  was  thus  snatched 
from  our  hands.  Pezuela  extended  his  conquests  even  to  Juguy 
aUd  Salta,  and  the  remnant  of  our  army  took  shelter  in  its  former 
place  of  refuge,  Tucuman* 

But  this  imprudent  contest  could  not  impede  nature  in  her 
course.  Our  felicity  was  the  offspring  of  reverses,  which  corrected 
oar  inexperience.  From  this  faul  moment,  a  new  enthusiasm  for 
the  country,  and  a  new  order  of  things  gradually  established,  pro* 
doced  the  happiest  effects*  The  Cochabambinos,  full  of  the  fury  des- 
peration inspires,  retired  to  Valle-Orrande.  Although  one  of  the  re- 
verses incident  to  warfare  had  tried  their  fortitude,  the  victory  of  Flo- 
rida gained  over  a  body  of  one  thousand  men,  by  general  Wames,  in 
conjunction  with  his  cruecenos,j[checked  the  daring  march  of  our  for- 
ces* The  flame  was  rapidly  communicated.  The  same  Warnes  marched 
to  Chiquitos,  where  he  shut  himself  up  with  the  royal  troops*  Gen- 
eral Camargo  defended  himself  in  Chayanta»  destroyed  several  de- 
uched  parties  and  preserved  the  province  from  the  detested  yoke. 
— ^adiUa  established  his  head  quarters  at  Yampaniea,  routed  Ta- 
tbii,  in  many  encounters,  and  changed  the  aspect  if  the  enemy's 
•flairs.    The  Indians  made  great  exertions  to  prevent  the  yoke  from 
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vhich  they  had  escaped,  beiog  again  imposed  upon  them,  and  tasted 
the  pure  pleasures  of  liberty. 

After  garrisoning  several  places  in  Peru,  Pezuela  brought  a 
force  equal  to  what  he  left  there,  to  Juguy  and  Salta.  Parties  of 
the  inhabitants  under  the  orders  of  the  captain  Seravia,  and  of  the 
advance  under  their  commandante  Gruemez»  after  the  droves  of  bora* 
es,  and  provisions  had  been  withdrawn  to  places  inaccessible  to'  the 
enemy,  attacked  them  whenever  they  moved,  and  wherever  they; 
were  posted.  Those  of  the  enemy,  who  imprudently  left  the  main 
body  of  their  forces,  we^e  instantly  made  prisoners  by  our  parties. 
Never  was  partisan  warfare  better  conducted,  and  more  successful* 
general  Pesuela  saw  with  bitterness  his  laurels  wither,  and  to  escape 
the  ruin  with  which  a  half  starved  army  menaced  him,  retreated, 
first,  to  his  ancient  posts,  and  there,  filled  with  apprehension,  retired 
to  Peru  to  succour  there  the  terrified  royalists. 

He  misled  some  patriots  by  blandishments,  places,  and  promts* 
es«  but  always  distrusting  them,  kept  them  in  subaltern  stations, 
although  the  importance  of  their  services  entitled  them  to  the  first 
offices.  One  of  these,  Don  Saturnio  Castro,  a  native  of  Salta,  whose 
efforts  had  cost  his  country  dear,  felt,  his  indignation  redoubled, 
when  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  his  wounds,  and  impt:lled  by  wounded 
self-love,  hearkened  to  the  salutary  councils  of  reason.  In  this  state 
of  mind,  he  determined  to  avenge  his  country,  and  himself,  by  a 
plot  against  the  oppressors.  It  was  discovered,  its  author  arrested, 
and  condemned  to  death. 

Pezuela  was  unnecessarily  cruel  and  vindictive.  Enthusiasm 
for  the  country  daily  gained  ground.  The  city  of  Cuzco  at  last  sun* 
dered  its  chains,  and  new  Peruvian  heroes  espoused  the  cause.  Pi« 
Tkt\o^xhc.preshiterot  Dr.  Munecas,  the  king's  brigadier,  Pumakagua, 
and  Angulo,  joined  the  patriots,  and  caused  an  almost  general  revolu- 
tion in  public  opinion.  The  two  first  triumphed  at  La  Paz.  but  their 
lives  and  those  of  their  troopg  were  more  endangered  after  the  vic- 
tory, than  during  the  battle.  The  enthusiastic  Spaniards  conceived 
the  project  of  burying  them  under  the  ruins  of  their  laurels.  These 
barbarians  had  familiarized  themselves  with  every  species  of  crime. 
They  jpoisoned  the  springs,  and  formed  two  mines,  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  patriots.  Their  foresight  was  not  sufficient  to  apprise 
them  of  the  horrors  that  environed  them.  One  of  these  mines  ex« 
ploded,  and  the  death  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  persons  (some  say  three 
hundred)  was  the  melancholy  result  of  this  treachery  The  people 
who  could  only  think  of  taking  vengeance  for  this  last,  and  worst  of 
their  atrocities,  put  to  the  sword,  all  the  Spaniards  with  their  gov 
crnor  Valdehoyos.  In  recompence  for  the  risks  they  had  incurred, 
these  brave  men  deserved  to  be  the  arbiters  of  their  fortune.  But 
she  is  by  nature  a  jilt,  who  denies  her  favors  when  most  needed* 
Pinelo  and  Munccks  left  La  Paz\  and  uniting  at  Desaguedero,  form* 
ed  a  body  of  eight  hundred  men,  with  which  they  opposed  the 
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By  ^  soletnn  decree,  he  declared  hitn  iii^Mnoiis,  depHv^d  of  liis  ofi** 
ceS)  and  an  outlaw,  aiiid  incited  the  people  to  pursue  him  as  a  duly 
they  owed  the  country;  io  £ne,  bcheving  that  he  could  stifle  t^jiel* 
lion  ib  the  blood  of  the  rebel  chief,  he  set  a  price  upon  his  head,  offer* 
ktg  six  thousand  dollars  to  whoever  would  bring  him  in,  alive  or  dead. 
Experience  has  shewn,  that  moderation  would  have  been  for  wiser 
than  this  violence.  The  director  took  a  wrong  course;  whether  Ar^ 
tigas  was  as  guilty,  as  he  thought  him,  the  readers  can  detide^  But 
even  if  he  was  so,  what  other  effect  could  impotent  rtgoUr  produce^ 
than  contempt  of  authority,  and  obstinacy  in  the  deliDqaent?  Even 
this  was  not  alL  The  Orientals  had  enthronged  Artigas  in  theLv 
hearts:  as  that  which  is  abhored,  is  deemed  always  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
the  very  proofs  upon  which  the  director  founded  his  decree,  wcre^ 
with  the  partisans  of  Artigas,  so  many  evidences  of  his  innocence* 
This  proscription  became  that  of  a  vast  district,  and  recoDciliation 
almust  impossible.  Gud  grant  that  we  may  fiot  see  this  sad  truth 
perpetuated. 

The  army  of  the  capital,  and  the  naval  force  of  the  country  were 
at  this  time,  considerably  augmented.  The  troops  demanded  to  be 
led  to  battle;  the  fleet  panted  to  dispute  with  the  enemy,  the  command 
of  the  river.  In  short,  the  fortirae  of  war  gave  us  decisive  success* 
es*  Two  men,  with  all  the  talents  required  by  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  destined,  the  secretary  Larea,  and  Colonel  Alvear,  being 
substituted  for  general  Roodtau,  concerted  the  capture  of  Monte  Vi« 
deo,  and  all  obstacles  yielded  to  their  activity,  and  the  accuracy  of 
;heir  calculations.  A  naval  battle,  in  which  Brown,  commanded  our 
ships,  and  defeated  shamefully  the  Spaniards,  who  were  stronger  ia 
vessels  than  we,  made  us  masters  of  the  port.  To  ^ive  the  finishiag 
stroke  to  their  misfortunes,  Monte  Video,  shortly  alter  yielded,  not- 
withstanding a  criminal  correspondence  between  Vigodet,  and  the 
patriot  Torguez.     Thus  was   despotism  depriv<cd  of  its  strong  hold. 

Our  Peruvian  army  was  now  commanded  by  general  Rondeau, 
who  having  susuined  with  credit,  the  siege  of  Monte  Video,  had  not 
the  glory  of  triumphing  over  it.  The  government  transformed  the 
command  of  this  army  from  him  to  the  conqueror  of  Monte  Video* 
It  is  certain  that  Alvear  united  all  the  qualities  of  a  warrior,  and  pos- 
sessed a  military  experience,  which  he  owed  more  to  genius,  than  to 
years.  But  this  change  of  command  was  viewed  by  the  chief  of  this 
army,  as  the  measure  of  a  policy  without  forethought,  and  an  ambi- 
tion without  linait.  Something  further  contributed  to  render  it  odious, 
and  this  was  the  alarming  suspicion  that  the  country  was  about 
lo  be  shamefully  betrayed  by  treachery.  This  suspicion  waa  counte- 
nanced, by  the  anticipated  mission  of  Don  Ventura  Va^qw^ez,  confi- 
dential  officer  of  the  government,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Pozuela, 
certain  letters:  his  exclusive  nominaiion  to  tr<*at  with  this  eaemy: 
the 
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sending  commissioners  to  the  Spanish  court:  and  the  appoint- 
nt  of  new  officers  in  this  army.     The  public  mind  wa-s.thus  dis- 
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tracted  widi  doubts  and  apprehensionsf  when  general  Rondeau  abdi« 
cated  the  command:  noth withstanding  which,  his  subalterns  coales* 
ced;  the  regiments  confederated,  and  Alvear  was  not  adniitted. 

This  event  was  foreseen*  A  general  disgust  portended  and  pre- 
cipitated it«  It  has  often  happened,  that  people  have  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  despotism,  and  not  known  how  to  use  liberty.  The  general, 
thus  rejected  by  the  army,  returned  to  the  capital,  and  was  created 
director.  This  impolitic  act  challenged  hatred,  where  there  was  al- 
ready suflScient  to  vengeance. 

This  election  caused  an  almost  universal  murmur,  which  presag* 
«d  important  movements.  The  reasons  assigned  in  justification  of 
this  dissatisfisctiont  were,  that  the  army  of  Peru,  not  being  able  to 
obey  as  supreme  director,  one  whom  they  had  refused  to  recognize  as 
their  chief,  all  the  terrible  effects  of  anarchy  were  about  to  be  experien- 
ced: that  the  capital  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  telt  too  much 
animosity  against  the  party,  to  which  the  director  owed  his  elevation, 
to  recognize  him  without  discontent:  and  that  under  protection 
of  the  army  of  Peru,  and  general  Artigas,  they  might  dissolve  an  as- 
sembly disgraced  by  intrigue,  in  their  opinion,  and  prostrate  an  idol, 
to  which  the  tongue  paid  homage,  the  heart  disavowed:  in  fine,  that 
the  recollection  of  those  acts,  by  which  the  province  deemed  them* 
selves  outraged,  might  induce  them  to  push  resentment  further  thaa 
diey  ought. 

These  apprehensions,  were,  in  a  great  measure,  realized.  The  , 
army  of  Peru  refused  obedience  to  the  new  director.  Cordova  list- 
ening more  to  anger  than  to  prudence,  preferred  danger  to  ignominy, 
and  withdrew  from  its  connection  with  the  capital.  Santa  Fee, 
coimting  more  upon  its  courage  than  strength,  adhered  to  the  system 
of  mdependence  it  had  adopted,  since  the  troops  of  Artigas  had  inva- 
ded it. 

The  situation  of  the  army  of  Peru,  was  critical  and  dangerous. 
The  smziety  which  began  to  prevail  as  to  the  consequences  of  these 
dissentions:  desertion  veiled  under  the  shadow  of  a  new  government; 
succours  withdrawn:  in  fine,  the  unfortunate  action  of  Tejar  multi- 
plied cares  and  alarmed  the  imagination.  Nevertheless,  general 
Boudeau  did  not  lose  his  natural  equanimity.  He  knew  how  to 
make  the  discontented  hearken  to  reason,  and  to  give  a  favorable  be- 
ginning to  an  enterprise.  Putting  his  army  in  motion,  he  opened  an 
entrance  into  Peru,  by  the  victories  of  Puesto  Grande,  and  Mochara. 

1815. 

The  new  director  perceived  the  cloud  that  had  gathered  over 
his  head,  and  hastened  to  use  all  expedients  in  his  power  to  avert  it. 
Convinced,  that  hope  and  fear  are  the  great  exciting  principles  of 
human  actions,  he  endeavored  to  operate  upon  the  first  by  rewards, 
upon  the  other  by  chastisements.  These  instruments  failed  ia  his 
hands.  The  tragical  death  of  the  xinfortunaie  Ubeda.  on  one  of  the 
most  soleinn  days  of  worship,  caused  less  terror  than  indignation^ 
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aod  the  triumph  over  the  Cabildo  of  the  capital,  by  compelling  it  to 
subscribe  an  odious  proclamation  against  general  Arti^,  semred 
only  to  make  it  resolve  to  prolong  its  existence  in  spite  oi  this  usage. 

On  the  eve  of  a  political  discirganization,  the  director  marched 
the  veteran  troops  to  subject  the  towns  to  a  detested  yoke.  But  the 
chief  of  the  vSmguard,  Don  Ignacia  Alvarez,  with  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men  under  his  command,  ashamed  of  being  the  instrument  of 
his  exaltation  and  vengeance,  declared  in  favor  of  those  he  was  sent 
to  attack,  and  arrested  the  suspected  officers,  among  whom  was^ 
general  Viana,  who  came  to  take  the  command.  He  encamped,  and 
was  joined  by  several  detachments  trom  Mendoza.  The  director, 
surrounded  in  his  encampment,  put  into  play  whatever  could  con* 
tribute  to  save  him  in  so  critical  a  situation,  bat  in  vain;  for  fortune 
had  determined  to  put  an  end  to  his  gloryand  prosperity.  The  Ca- 
bildo  of  JBuenos  Ayres,  instructed  by  Alvarez,  and  called  by  general 
acclamation  to  the  command,  assumed  it.  The  civicos,  with  many 
officers  of  distinction,  rallied  round  it,  as  its  protectors.  60  many 
obstacles  61led  the  director  with  despair  At  last  he  yielded,  and 
cast  out  of  his  country,  was  forced  to  beg  an  asylum  in  a  foreign 
land.  This  cable  being  broken,  the  national  assembly  with  its  My%* 
tern  of  favoritism  and  peculation,  was  involved  in  ruin.  All,  even 
the  Orientals,  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  capital,  applauded  a  sue* 
cess,  which  appeared  to  be  the  beginning  of  order. 

In  order  to  give  a  successor  to  the  deposed  director,  a  bo<hr  of 
electors  was  constituted,  who  chose  general  Rondeau,  chief  of  the 
army  of  Peru,  ai>dF  named  as  his  deputy,  colonel  Alvares,  who  took 
the  lead  in  the  recent  subversion  of  Alvear's  authority. 

His  election  would  not  have  secured  the  public  tranquillity,  if  the 
causes  which  disturbed  it  had  not  been  removed.  It  was  perceived, 
that  heretofore,  the  executive  availing  itself  of  the  distractions,  or 
patience  of  the  people,  had  gradually  rendered  itself  absolute. 
Reason  required,  that  this  power  should  be  balanced  by  another. 
Therefore  a  pr^vhtondi  statute  was  formed,  and  a  junta  of  observa« 
tioo  erected,  ^0  rmitch  the  punctual  fulfilment  of  this  laWf  to  cry  oui 
i^atnat  the  least  infraction^  and  to  resist  every  thing  prejudicial  to  the 
general  good.  It  was  to  be  regretted,  that  this  statute  gave  mc  re 
liberty  than  was  compatible  with  the  public  good;  but  we  had  just 
escaped  from  one  of  those  cruel  situations,  in  which,  the  excesses 
of  oppression  prevent  us  from  seeing  those  of  its  relief.  A  system 
of  distrust,  and  restriction,  made  authority  a  mere  political  skeleton. 
We  shall  see  the  disorders  which  arose  in  consequence. 

One  of  the  earliest  advantages,  expected  to  result  from  this  new 
order  of  things,  was  the  re*esublishment  of  that  fraternal  union 
with  the  Orientals,  the  rupture  of  which  had  cost  the  country  so 
many  tears.  The  Cabildo  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  regarding  with  indig- 
nation the  proclamation  Alear  had  extorted  from  them,  commanded 
itto  be  burned  by  the  common  executioner,  in  the  Plaza  de  Victoria. 


•8  C^    / 

The  goyierDinent  also  substituted  moderation  for  the  ancietit  syltem* 
and  if  the  Orieocals,  with  their  chief,  had  been  capable  ot  perceir* 
iog  the  greatest  cB^emy  of  the  country  «»kI  themselves,  to  be  anarchy, 
doubtless  a  reconciliation  would  have  been  effected.  But  experience 
has  shewn,  that  they  had  determined  to  bury  themselves  in  an 
abjrss  of  evils  rather  ihan  yields  Without  doubt  too,  general  Artigas 
believed,  that  a  calm  would  diminish  the  authority  with  which  he 
bad  b^en  invested  in  tempestuous  times. 

The  government,  fearful  of  seeing  civil  war  propagated  in  the 
centre  of  the  neighboring  provinces,  marched  troops  to  Santa  Fee, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  Jose  Viamont.  This  city  was  a 
Icey,  with  which  general  Artigas  opened  at  pleasure  the  door  to  his 
iAditious  communications.  In  order  to  remove  the  distrust,  and  to 
psevent  the  opppsition  of  those  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  the  dcpu- 
^  director  promised  them  perfect  liberty,  and  that  the  troops  should 
90t  meddle  with  their  domestic  affairs.  The  death  of  the  governor 
Candioti,  produced  n^uch  disorder.  Contradictory  pretensions,  well 
or  ill  founded,  acrinK>nious  debates,  stratagems  inseparable  from  par- 
ty, all  attended  the  selection  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Juan 
Francisco  Tarragona.  The  city  of  Santa  Fee  was  much  incensed  at 
this  apppintmeot.     What  resulted  from  it  will  be  seen. 

Grieved  at  the  melancholy  posture  of  affairs  in  this  section  of 
.  the  country,  we  were  consoled  by  pleasing  prospects  in  Peru:  we  will 
giye  briefly  the  principal  ideas  of  general  Rondeau's  manifests.  Pe- 
zuela  filled  with  consternation  abandoned  His  positions,  and  re- 
treated to.  the  neighborhood  of  Qruro.  The  desertion  of  his  soldiers, 
and  the  difficulty  of  subsisting  those  that  remained  anounced  his 
i^eakness.  Our  troops  improved  in  numbers,  in  arms,  and  discipline; 
the  insurrection  of  la  Costa  by  Penar^nda,  and  Reyes:  the  approach 
of  Dr.  Municas:  the  state  of  fermentation  in  which  all  the  provinces 
were:  the  aids  on  their  march  from  the  capital;  all  indicated  a  pros- 
perous warfare. 

It  was  necessary  that  the  chance  of  arms  should  be  sometimes 
inconstant  as  fhe  throw  of  dice,  to  give  the  melancholy  shading  of 
mi^rtune  to  this  picture  Our  reverses  commenced  with  the  battle 
pf  Yenta,  and  Mtdia,  where  a  party  of  the  enemy  attacking  bri- 
gadier Rodriquqz,  were,  most  unexpectedly  successful.  This  event 
secined  to  give  its  character  aad  color  to  the  succeeding  ones.  The  ac- 
tive Peauela  fell  upon  our  army  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning.  To 
avoid  the  encounter,  general  Rondeau  removed  his  camp  to  a  rocky 
situation,  remote  from  Cochabamba.  Here  the  enemy  sought  hiin, 
ftHed  with  the  boldness  success  inspires.  Battle  being  inevitable, 
Bondea^  took  post  at  Sikesipi,  forming  a  camp  according  to  militaty 
rules.  Hostilities  commenced.  The  enemy  would  not  have  had 
much  cause  for  boasting,  if  fortune,  which  a  general  canaot  com* 
roandi  had  not  favored  his  cause*  His  left  wing  ou^tfianked,  his  right 
wing  ^QAOSt  roiitf:d|  his  centre  almost,  des^rayed  by  QUr  artUlery: 
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9mlu  said|lefideau,vfttlh9  9tat9  of  the  baiHle,  vkeo^wieaofiii- 
iyispicious  pccurce&cea  gav^  tbe  victory  tp  the  foe,  aod  (Uprived  us 
of  glory  and  of  hope 

l^c  victor}'  of  Sipisipi,  by  turning  the  brain  of  Pezuela,  advanc- 
ed the  cause  of  liberty.  Our  situation  was  not  so  disastrous  as  that 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  when  ther  caused  themselves 
to  be  represented  under  the  image  of  %  ship,  without  sails^  and  with« 
out  rudder,  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  with  this  latin  mscriptiony  in* 
eertum  quo  fata  ferant.  GNsneral  Bondeau,  placed  his  bead  quarters 
at  I'upisa,  with  the  remnant  of  his  aroiy.  and  endeavored  to  reorgao* 
iae  it  Our  government,  as  \i  foreseeing  the  unfortunate  issue  of 
the  battle,  had  sent  forward  troops,  arms,  and  munitioos,  nor  were 
the  towns  of  the  union,  at  this  distressful  period  backward  in  ex- 
lending  assistance.  The  brave  Camargo,  La  Medria,  Pkdilki, 
Warnes^  and  Munecas,  by  rapid  incursions,  shewed,  that  (because  of 
liberty  would  prevail  in  spite  of  our  misfortunes. 

The  accession  of  strength^  our  cause  seemed  to  gain,  even  by  re- 
verses, ought  to  have  made  i'ezuela  see  that  his  hopes  of  reestablish- 
ing despotism,  were  chimerical,  but  he  still  cherished  the  delusion. 
Be  displayed  his  inhumanity,  by  atrocious  violations  of  his  prison- 
er's rights,  appearing  to  think,  that  ta became  a  rebel,  was  to  cease 
to  be  a  man,  and  to  forfeit  all  claims  to  justice  and  to  compassion. 
Even  that  sex  (14)  regarded  with  some  respect  by  the  most  abandoned, 
was  not  exempt  from  his  rage.  Many  women  among  them  the  most 
circumspect  matrons,  were  banished,  or  immured  in  dungeons. 

The  dangers  which  menaced  the  political  existence  of  the  coun- 
try* demanded  an  executive,  sufficiently  energetic,  to  maintain  order, 
and  to  triumph  over  the  enemy.  Unfortunately  the  provisional  stat- 
ute had  too  much  curtailed  the  executive  power.  It  was  embarrass- 
ed by  so  many  restrictiops^  as  to  be  prevented  often  from  availing 
itself  oi  circumstances,  upon  which  success  depends,  and  which  must 
be  seized  the  instant  they  present  themselves,  or  the  opportunity  is 
forever  lost^  In  a  situation  so  critical,  the  director  suplente^  appealed 
to  the  sovereign  people,  and  asked  forareformof  the  constitution.  The 
capital,  always  docile,  and.  provident,  when  not  misled  by  designing 
knen,  actuated  by  that  prudence,  which  dictates  pacific  measures,  ap* 
proved  the  proposed  change,  and  by  direct  vote,  appointed  refprmers 
of  the  constitution* 

Q/ie  of  the  most  urgeat  objects  which  claimed  the  attention  of 
government,  was  the  city  of  Santa  Fee.  The  disgust  with  which 
this  city  saw  ii3elf  govered  by  a  lieutenant  governor  it  abhorred,  the 
exile  of  many  reputable  citizens,  the  suggestions  of  the  Oriental 
chief,  all  conduced  to  some  violent  measure.  The  inhabitants  rising 
.  io  mass  under  the  citizen  Don  Mericana  Vera,  and  aided  by  the 
tEOOps  oi  Baxada,  civil  war  commenced  General  Yiamont  was  at- 
tacked, by  ^e  disaffected,  with  all  the  Cury,  that  marks  iasurrectioas, 
and  after  bloody  contests,  capitulated.    We  kaoir  not  why  the  ea* 
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fRtiiUilion  was  not  fulfilled.  Cordoba  adhered  to  its  system  of  fade. 
peodcDce.  La  Rioja  imitated  its  example,  and  the  other  cities  be* 
came  more  or  less  aoardiichaL 

1816. 

An  desired  a  tutelaiy  power,  which,  being  the  creature  of  the 
people,  should  be  energetic  enough  to  render  the  laws  respected* 
This  authority  could  only  be  derived  from  representatives  of  the  pee« 
pie.  The  people  convinced  x>f  the  necessity  of  the  change,  eled^ 
•d  them,  and  a  sovereign  congress  was  opened  at  Tucuman,  on  the 
S5th  ofMarch,  1816,  Its  principal  care  was  to  select  a  director, 
who  would  draw  closely  the  cord  of  union^  and  direct  the  efforts  of 
aU  to  their  darling  objtct,  independence.  Don  Juan  Martin  Fueyrf 
redon,  was  chosen  director. 


NOTES. 


(1)  These  were  Casteli,  Belgrano»  Chiclana,  Paso,  Vieytes,  Pc- 
sa,  Danagueyra,  Paso,  Terrada,  Tompson,  Yicytes,  Balcarce,  Beruti, 
Bodriguez,  Donado,  Prigoycn. 

(2)  lliese  were  colonel  Seapedra,  president,  Castali,  Belgrano, 
Azeninaga,  Alberti«  Alateu,  Larrea,  Morreno  and  Paso* 

(3)  They  were  sent  to  the  Canaries,  and  were  Cisnoros,  Velez* 
CO,  Reyes,  BlUota,  Carpe,  Danaguexra,  Eschararria,  Medeano,  and 
Cosis,  the  fical. 

(4)  This  junta  met  at  the  house  of  the  governor,  Concha,  Lini* 
crs,  Oyellana,  two  Oidores,  Nonorarios,  Col.  AUende,  the  Asesor 
Bodrigutz,  the  Alcerdos  Ordinarios,  the  Ministro  de  las  Cazas,  Mof 
reno  and  myself  were  present.  Talone  was  in  favor  of  the  capiul^ 
toy  opinion  may  be  seen  in  the  Gazeta  de  Buenos  Ayres,  or  in  the 
Periodico  EspanoL 

{b)  Except  the  Oidores,  and  Alcaldes  Ordinarios. 

(6)  Allende»  and  Ordriguea  were  related  to  the  principal  fam- 
ilies of  Cordova,  liniers  and  Concha  the  most  respectable  o^  Buenos 
Ayres;  some  of  the  relatives  of  the  two  last  had  taken  part  in  the  re« 
Volution» 
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(7)  The  execution  took  place  between  the  Post  Cobeza  del  Ti« 
grSf  and  that  of  JLv'baton. 

(8)  To  reunite  the  provinces  in  a  congress  by  their  representa- 
tives, was  the  6rst  resolve  of  the  capitol.  Circular  letttrs  having 
been  written  for  this  purpose  by  the  junta,  elections  were  holden  in 
the  mo^t  tranquil  cities.  In  these  letters  it  was  sutcdy  that  the  de« 
puties*  wheo  elected,  should  be  incorporated  in  the  government.  It 
was  now  the  middle  of  December,  and  the  deputies  (of  whom  I  was 
one  representing  Cordova)  were  not  incorporated. 

9.  In  support  of  this  calumny,  a  letter  written  by  the  English 
captain  Flemiog  to  the  government  of  Chili,  was  triumphantly  urged* 
But  lord  Strangleford,  the  British  embassador  near  the  Pl-ince  Re- 
gent of  Portugal,  in  his  official  letter  of  September  7th,  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Buenos  Ay  res,  thus  expresses  himself:  ^l  can  in  the  most  au« 
thentic  manneri  in  the  name  of  my  court,  disavow  the  letter  of  captaia 
Flemiog.*' 

(10)  As  Castelli  himself  states  in  a  despatch. 

(ii)  The  Portuguese  Contuchi  was  the  agent  in  this  negotia- 
tion. 

(12)  To  commemorate  the  heroism  of  these  families,  and  as  an 
mcitement  to  patriotism,  an  agudante  in  each  corps  of  thtf  army  of 
Peru,  at  roll  calling  in  the  evening,  calls  out  the  women  of  Cocha* 
bamba,  as  if  they  ought  to  be  presented^  and  a  sergeant  replies,  they 
died  in  the  field  of  honor. 

(15)  By  the  express  orders  of  Goyeneche,  the  monastery  of  San- 
ta Clara  was  not  plundered,  because  he  knew  that  the  most  valuable 
property  of  the  town  was  there  deposited,  and  wished  to  appropriate 
it  to  his  own  use. 

(14)  Among  many  others.  Dona  Antonio  Paredez,  Dona  Justa 
Yarela,  Dono  Felipa  Barrientes.  ladies  of  the  age  of  nineteen — Dona 
Terese  Bustos,  the  two  sisters,  Malarias  and  Dona  Barbara  Cevallos, 
were  imprisoned---Dona  Teresa  perished  in  prison — Dona  Barbara, 
was  banished  to  Oraro,  being  forced  to  abandon  nine  infant  children, 
die  Malarias  were  also  banished. 
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The/chregoing  cef^tinued  dovm  to  the  battk  o/MuipUj  Aprils  1817. 

1816. 

With  many,  the  most  desirable  object,  was  to  obtain  a  moment 
aX  calm,  during  which,  the  supreme  authority  might  be  consigned  to 
able  hands;  it  was  however  at  the  very  moment  that  the  national 
congress  was  deliberating  on  this  matter,  that  the  tempest  Was  heard 
td  roar  with  the  tnost  v]d[ence. 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  the  directorship  od  interim^ 
by  colonel  Alvarez,  the  junta  of  observation,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cabildo  of  the  capitol,  elevated  brigadier  general  Antonio  Balcarce, 
to  that  station  as  his  successor.  This  remedy  was  momentary;  the 
measure  was  by  no  means  in  consonance  with  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  by  a  kind  of  fatality  which  often  presides  over  events,  it  was 
not  long  before  an  explosion  wsus  produced  among  materials  so  well 
prepared.  The  electors  and  elected,  were  soon  discovered  figuring 
together  on  the  theatre  of  discord. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  new  director  od interinif^xiscd  every  cx^ 
ertion  to  destroy  the  seeds  of  discord,  which  had  already  produced  so 
much  ill  blood,  between  the  Orientals  and  the  capital,  and  to  render 
all  parties  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  living  under  the  same  law. 
Although  the  first  attempt  made  by  him  for  this  laudable  purpose, 
promised  a  favorable  result,  every  means  were  found  in  the  end 
unavailing  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation. 

This  discord  had  been  pi^opag^ated  in  the  manner  of  a  contagion, 
and  the  remedies  applied  to  restrain  its  desvastations,  were  found  to 
Dossess  no  efficacy.  The  city  of  Santa  Fee,  (a)  although  just  escaped 
from  a  bloody  contest,  and  threatened  by  dangers  of  a  more  serious 
nature,  still  pursued  its  peculiar  ideas  of  independence,  with  what 
may  more  properly  be  called  obstinancy  than  constancy. 

Cordova  always  devoted  to  the  maxims  of  federalism,  notwith* 
standing  her  having  sent  deputies  to  the  general  congress,  considered 
her  absolute  submission  to  the  capital,  as  unworthy  a  free  people, 
and  still  cherished  the  idea  of   this  submission  being  temporary. 

llie  other  provinces  according  to  their  respective  situations  and 
characters,  expressed  more  or  less  their  dislike  to  what  they  consid- 
ered a  species  of  subjection. 

The  causes  of  this  political  phenomenon,  it  sought  for,  will  not 
be  difficult  to  be  found.  The  opinion  most  prevalent  in  the  provin- 
ces, was  decidedly  in  favor  cf  the  federative  system,  and  which  they 
were  desirous  of  seeing  realized,  even  in  anticipation  of  all  the  essen* 

(a)  General  Dias  Telis  with  a  body  of  troops,  was  besieged  at  San  Nicholas. 
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tisd  and  first  objects  of  their  new  career.  It  had  been  the  darling 
wish  of  the  provinces,  ahnost  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolu* 
tion.  One  which  had  still  greater  charms  for  them,  since  they  had 
•eeo  it  realized  with  so  much  glory  in  the  United  States  of  North 
America.  For  the  present,  however,  the  governments,  the  capital, 
and  not  a  few  of  the  more  intelligent  citizens,  were  opposed  to  this 
idea.  Each  of  these  parties  supported  its  opinion  by  weighty  rea^ 
sons.  From  the  statement  of  these  I  am  about  to  make,  the  enlight* 
ened  reader  may  judge  between  tbem. 

Those  in  favor  of  the  government  already  established,  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  federative  system  could  not  be  legally  substituted, 
imtil  sanctioned  by  a  general  congress;  assuming  it  as  a  principle,  that 
the  constitution  of  a  state,  should  receive  its  existence  from  the 
hands  of  the  nation  itself,  and  not  from  partial  concurrence,  and  un- 
connected acts;  that  when  the  nation  first  regained  its  liberty,  and  all 
the  provinces  were  united  under  the  same  government^  the  present 
was  the  form  they  adopted,  and  under  this  form  it  was,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  the  republic  had  been  preserved  in  the  midst  of  the  most  trying 
dieters.  That  until  all  the  provinces  could  be  again  united,  a  thin^ 
by  no  means  hopeless,  it  would  be  improper  to  deviate  further  than 
was  absolutely  unavoidable  from  what  had  before  existed;  and  that 
at  all  evehts,  if  the  preponderance  of  the  capital  was  an  evil,  it  was 
one  which  would  soon  be  corrected,  when  that  preponderance  ceased 
to  be  necessary  to  the  common  safety.  Further  reasons,  derived 
from  views  of  policy,  were  added.  According  to  the  federative  sys- 
tem, said  they,  each  state  is  sovereign  aiid  independent  as  respects  the 
rest,  each  may  possess,  and  in  reality  does  possess,  separate  interests; 
it  is  therefore  to  be  feared,  that  each  will  rather  seek  what  it  may 
conceive  to  be  its  own  interests,  than  the  interest  which  is  common 
to  all;  and  in  consequence  of  this  egotism  and  misplaced  jealousy,  be 
involved  in  a  common  ruin.  That  in  the  midst  of  the  alarming  dan- 
gers, which  threaten  this  new  bom  state,  the  necessity  of  a  complete 
union  of  all  the  parts,  under  the  guidance  of  one  head,  for  the  better 
concentration  and  direction  of  its  forces,  is  dictated  by  the  plainest 
xnaidms  of  prudence;  and  where,  it  was  asked,  can  this  be  placed 
with  more  propriety  than  in  the  capital,  where  the  revolntion  itself 
received  its  origin,  whence  every  great  effort  in  the  general  cause 
has  emanated,  and  which,  from  its  position,  its  enterprise  and  intelli- 
gencet  is  enabled  to  manage  the  common  concerns  of  the  natioi;i  for 
9ie  present,  at  least  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage?  The  first 
diing  to  be  done,  continued  they,  is  to  place  our  independence  out  of 
danger;  let  this  be  accomplished  before  we  disagree  about  the  man- 
ner of  using  it.  They  further  insisted,  that  it  was  not  altogether 
aafe,  to  confide  in  the  example  of  the  United  Sutes  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, which  had  always  been  educated  in  the  republican  virtues,  and  tq 
wHom  we  were  not  to  be  compared,  reared  as  we  havebeenf  under  the 
nd  of  de^ttim;  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  trtist  the  fate  of  the 
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nation^  in  such  dangerous  times,  to  virtues  which  had  not  yet  been  suf- 
ficiently  put  to  the  trial.    That  it  would  be  molt  prudent,  to  leave  to 
timo  and  education,  under  the  influence  of  a  frie  government,  to  pro- 
duce the  same  character  of  enlightened  patriotism.      Those  of  the  fe- 
deral party,  contended  on  different  principles.  They  admitted  that  the 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  capital  of  the  former  vice  roy- 
alty,  had  been  the  first  to  shake  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  by  its 
influence  had  induced  the  provinces  to  follow  its  example,  at  the 
same  time  they  alledged  the  repeated  protestations  on  che  part  of 
this  government,  that  its  preponderance  should  be  but  momentary, 
that  a  general*  congress  should  be  convened  without  delay,  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  general  government  on  a  permanent  basis.     It 
was  by  these  protestations  that  the  provinces  had  been  induced  to 
enter  into  the  views  of  the  capital,  and  to  place  their  resources  at  its 
disposal.    They  complained  that  so  long  a  time  had  elapsed  without 
performing  this  engagement,  that  their  situation  thus  far  was  but 
little  different  from  that  under  the  Spanish,  monarchy,  that  they  had 
obtained   but  little  more  than  a  change  of  masters.     They  did  not 
deny  the  difficulty  of  calling  a  national  congress  during  the  stormy 
period  of  the  revolution;  but  said  that  in  default  of  a  congress,  the 
general  government  of  the  capital,   ought  to  have  ceased,  and  the 
provinces  ceased  to  be  swayed  by  it,  seeing  that  the  general  voice 
was  in  favor  of  the  federative  system.     Far  from  being  inadequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  tim^s,  and  the  objects  of  the  revolution, 
they  asserted  that  the  individual  acts  of    the    provinces  had  con- 
tributed most  to  raise  the  character  of  the  republic  and  to  advance 
the  general  cause.     If  cur  dissentions,   said  they,  have  caused  us 
discredit  with  foreign  nations,  it   is  to  be  attributed  to  the  clashing 
of  the  government  of  the  capital  with  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
provinces.     That  as  there  can  be  no  effect  without  a  cause,  the  fed- 
erative system,  by  putting  an  end  to  these  odious  rivalries  and  jeal- 
ousis,  would  prevent  the  recurrence  of  scenes  so  disgraceful.     It  is 
true,  said  they,  the  tumultuous  proceedings  of  the  capital,  had  gen- 
erally sprung  from  other  causes;  chiefly  from  the  inordinate  thirst 
for  office  in  many  of  its  inhabitants;  the  ambitious  turning  to  their 
advantage,  even  the  extreme  jeolousy  of  their  liberties  on  the  part 
of  the  people;  was  it  just,  it  was  asked,  that  the  provinces  should 
be  compelled  to  follow  these  frequent  and  capricious  changes,  ia 
which  they  took  no  part?    But  would  not  these  evils  have  long  since 
ceased  with  the  establishment  of  the  federative  system?    What  temp-  . 
tations  could  there  be  to  seduce  the  aspiring  in  the  limited  and  defi- 
nite powers  which  the  federative  system  would  present?  On  the  qon* 
trary,  what  could  be  more  tempting  to  the  ambitious  than  a  system 
which  enabled  those  in  power  to  be  the  masters  and  arbiters  of  the 
republic?  One  which  would  enable  them  to  prefer  their  flatterers  and 
favorites,  and  those  who  were  neither,  but  merely  happened  to  be 
about  tbem^  to  able  and  meritorious  citizens:  and  to  consult  their 
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private  wishes  more  than  the  public  good.  They  sUedged,  that  ia 
£ict,  the  capital  h«d  thos  far  paid  much  more  attentioa  to  its  own  pe- 
culiar interests,  tjban  to  the  rights  of  the  provinces;  that  she  had  gra- 
tified the  ambition  and  avarice  of  mapy  in  the  provinces,  in  order  by 
enlisting  the  human  frailties  and  passions  on  her  side,  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  discord  and  disunion  in  other  parts  of  the  confederacy; 
these  persons  engaging  to  repress  the  sentiments  of  the  people  and 
draw  th^m  into  a  subordination,  which  accorded  only  with  their  ii> 
terested  views.  When  these  things,  said  they,  are  impartially  con* 
sidered,  how  can  we  draw  closer  the  chords  of  union  under  a  gov* 
erament  like  the  present;  which  by  its  oppressions  as  well  as  by  its 
favors,  weakens  that  love  of  country  which  the  federative  system 
has  a  tendency  to  foster;  a  system  which  at  the  same  time  that  it 
leaves  the  citizen  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  portion  of  liberty 
which  the  good  of  society  does  not  require  him  to  surrender,  im« 
parts  enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  general  safety  and  happiness* 
But  let  it  not  be  said,  continued  they,  that  there  are  no  republican 
virtues  amongst  us;  to  what  else  is  to  be  attributed  the  noble  resolu* 
tion  w^  have  taken  and  which  we  have  sanctioned  by  our  oaths,  to 
die  rather  than  not  live  free  and  independent?  To  what  else  that  en« 
erotic  and  heroic  resisUnce  which  has  given  so  many  days  of  glory 
to  our  country?  And  even  if  it  be  admitted  that  we  do  not  possess 
those  virtues,  are  they  to  be  inculcated  by  the  example  of  a  govern* 
ment  v/hich  teaches  nothing  but  selfishness  and  corruption? 

Thus  reasoned  the  opposite  parties.  With  respect  to  our  own 
opinion,  we  should  say,  that  from  the  impo5isibility  of  attaining  this 
end  without  encountering  the  evils  of  anarchy  and  perhaps  civil  war, 
on  account  of  the  preponderating  influence  of  the  capital,  it  was  per- 
haps the  wisest  course  on  the  part  of  the  provinces  to  make  a  sacra* 
fice  for  the  present,  of  their  obedience^  to  that  unity  of  action  with- 
out which,  our  ultimate  success  must  be  doubtful.  It  is  to  be  ex« 
pected,  that  our  enemies  will  labour  without  ceasing  to  regain  their 
lost  domination,  and  .flattered  by  our  dissensions  they  will  be  con- 
tinually engaged  in  forming  new  projects  to  enslave  us,  lured  by  the 
hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  forward  but  feeble  and  divided  ef- 
forts in  support  of  our  liberties.  I  have  thus  traced  without  dissimu- 
lation the  melancholy  picture  of  our  domestic  discords. 

A  number  of  the  citizens  of  Buenos  Ay  res  touched  with  the 
unfortunate  antipathy  of  the  provinces  to  join  heartily  in  the  cause 
of  their  common  country,  and  fearing  that  our  dissentions  would 
fprm  a  bridge  over  which  the  enemy  might  pass  to  reduce  us  to  sub« 
jection,  united,  their  wishes  and  honestly  confessing  that  the  balance 
of  public  opinion  inclined  to  federalism^  petitioned  the  governor  in* 
tendant  of  the  province,  to  strip  Buenos  Ay  res  of  iu  prerogative, 
and  to  place  it  on  the  same  footing  wit^  the  other  provinces..  They 
belieyed  that  this  measure  would  put  an  end  to  their  irritated  jeaU 
ousiesy  that  a  fraternal  feeling  would  succeed,  enabling  them  to  com* 
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plete  the  edifice^  which  they  had  so  gloriously  begun*  In  fto  a&kir 
of  so  much  importance,  the  intendant  id  order  to  ascertains  with 
accuracy  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  decreed  that  the  petition  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  a  general  assembly  or  Cabildo  to  be  con^ 
vened  for  the  purpose,  and  one  was  accordingly  ordered  to  meet  oa 
the  19th  of  «fune,  1816.  This  unexpected  event  lighted  up  anew  die 
imperfecdy  exaoguished  fire  of  discord.  The  junta  of  obvervaiion^ 
although  agreeing  in  opinion  with  the  intendanty  as  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  the  sense  of  the  people,  were  not  satisfied  that  this  should 
be  done  by  general  suffrage  from  apprehension  of  dangerous*  and 
tumultious  agitations,  they  thought  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  as* 
certain  their  will  through  deputies  elected  for  the  purpose.  This 
contrarity  of  opinion  fractured  the  state  into  parties,  whose  disputes 
were  conducted  with  so  much  heat  and  violence,  that  it  was  seriously 
f<sared  they  w6uld  not  stop  short  of  an  appeal  to  arm.  Had  this  sub« 
ject  been  considered  unmixed  with  private  and  personal  feelings,  it 
would  scarcely  have  given  rise  to  a  difference  in  thinking* 

This  contest  although  suffered  to  remain  m  statu  quo^  left  the 
minds  of  the  parties  too  much  ulcerated  to  permit  them  to  settle 
down  in  peace  and  harmony.  It  was  at  the  same  time  so  far  aggra- 
vated by  another  dispute,  that  the  junta  of  observation  in  concert 
with  the  Cabildo  assuming  the  tone  of  authority  proceeded  to  depose 
the  directors  ad  interim*  In  his  place  was  substituted  a  gubernato- 
rial  commission,  composed  of  Don  Francisco  Antoniot  fiscalada  and 
Don  Mlignel  Iregogen. 

While  these  things  were  taking  place,  the  troops  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Don  Eustacio  Dias  yelis,were 
approaching  the  city  of  Santa  Fee,  while  at  the  same  time  a  small 
squadron  of  vessels  under  the  command  of  colonel  Don  Mathias  Ire* 
gogen  placed  it  under  blockade.  The  arms  of  these  two  cities  rivalled 
each  other  in  intrepidity  and  courage.  It  would  be  uncandid  to 
conceal  the  admiration  we  feel  in  beholding  a  small  town  like  Santa 
Fee,  without  disciplined  troops,  and  with  little  assistance,  causing  it* 
self  to  be  respected  by  its  enemy,  and  under  the  direction  of  its  chief 
supporting  the  cause  of  its  independence.  It  is  true  the  SantafeeinQS 
abandoned  their  city,  believing  that  they  carried  it  along  with  them, 
wherever  they  could  live  free.  It  was  not  long  before  they  besieged 
their  invaders  themselves,  and  caused  them  to  experience  the  suffer- 
ings of  famine;  and  by  a  lucky  accident  having  made  themselves  mas- 
ters of  several  of  their  enemies  vessels,  together  with  the  commander 
of  the  squadron,  there  appeared  but  litde  likelihood  of  their  being 
about  to  succumb  to  their  invadors. 

Two  important  occurrences  which  had  taken  place  in  the  city  of 
Tucuman,  were  of  a  nature  to  divert  the  current  of  disdentipn».   The 

*  Two  petitions  were  preieiiteid,  one  with  one  hundred  and  one  sigiiatuiesi  the 
other  with  one  hundred  and  ten. 
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fine  wtf  tke  dection  of  die  supreme  directorship  ofcolonel  Don  Juan 
Martin  Paeyrredon,  but  the  exigences  of  the  war  claimed  the  first 
atttntion  6f  the  director,  the  cities  of  Salu  and  Jujui  being  menaced 
by  the  enemy;  this  of  course  delayed  his  returned  to  the  capital. 

The  other  was  the  solemn  declaration  of  our  independence  made 
by  congress  on  the  memorable  9th  of  July,  1816:  six  years  had  elaps* 
ed  since  that  dark  period,  when  we  were  regarded  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  flock  tamdy  obedient  to  the  will  of  iu  owner;  in  which|  we 
quietly  looked  on,  while  strangers  directed  the  economy  of  our 
house,  in  which  our  own  hands  were  employed  to  erect  fortresses  in* . 
tended  to  enslave  us;  six  years  of  the  most  profound  and  universal 
interest,  i«lt,  I  might  almost  say,  even  by  the  infant  in  the  "mothers 
arms,  had  awakened  a  crowd  of  new  ideas  throughout  all  classes  of 
society,  and  inspired  a  general  wish  to  rise  to  that  condition  which 
nature  herself  seemed  to  designate.  These  provinces  ashamed  of 
having  so  long  delayed  to  declare  this  emancipation^  raised  at  last  the 
sublime  acclaim  of  liberty. 

It  was  thought  sufficiently  probable  that  those  important  occur- 
rencies  would  have  quieted  the  provinces  and  convinced  them  of  the 
necessity  of  a  well  organized  whole.  Unfortunately  this  was  not  the 
oaae.  "^From  Cordova,''  said  the  director  in  his  manifesto/«with  what 
painful  anxiety  did  I  cast  my  eyes  towards  the  agitated  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres.''  And  not  without  cause,  for  in  going  to  enter  upon 
bis  government,  he  was  about  to  place  himself  upon  the  top  of  a  volca« 
nic  mountain.  It  was  notwithstanding  his  good  fortune  to  succeed  in 
conquering  the  antipathies  of  his  most  inveterate  enemies.  Would 
to  God  he  had  been  equally  successful  in  finding  the  means  of  restor- 
ing perfect  tranquillity  to  the  state!  The  wild  and  ungovernable  Orien- 
tals and  Santafeecinos,  still  however  persisted  in  this  restless  and  in- 
considerate course.  Over  and  above  the  numerous  causes  which 
rendered  their  rupture  so  calamitous,  others  followed  of  a  nature  to 
render  them  more  lasting.  The  court  of  Brazil,  about  this  time, 
raised  the  mask  which  had  hitherto  concealed  the  perfidious  project, 
it  had  long  since  formed  of  taking  possession  of  the  delightful  coun- 
tries on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river. 

The  court  of  Brazil  had  already  made  frequent  attempts  to  ob- 
tain this  territory,  which  for  more  than  a  hundred  yerrs  it  had  cove- 
ted with  so  much  greediness,  but  was  as  often  compelled  to  abandon 
its  prey,  until  our  lamentable  dessension  at  last  seemed  to  guarrantee 
the  success  of  an  invasion.  The  director  seized  this  opportunity  to 
revive  with  general  Artigas,  that  ancient  friendship,  whose  combined 
force  had  on  former  occasions  frustrated  the  shameful  designs  of  the 
Portuguese.  A  deputy  was  despatched  to  him  carrying  a  supply  of 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  requesting  him  to  state  with  frank- 
ness what  were  his  wants,  that  these  should  be  the  measure  of  the 
aid  to  be  furnished.  But  to  speak  of  reconciliation  with  Artigas,  was 
to  speak  to  the  desert.    His  obduracy  could  neither  be  softened  by 
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coDcessBiOD,  nor  his  pride  be  humbled  by  dangers*  Akhoagh  he  re- 
ceived the  donationsy-he  heard  the  propossils  with  displeasure,  prefer- 
ring that  history  should  accuse  him  of  having  sacrificed  the  occasion 
Co  his  private  hatred,  his  duties  to  his  caprice,  and  his  country  to  his 
interests. 

With  respect  to  the  Saotafeecinos,  the  directors  was  not  more 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  prevent  the  disagreeable  consequences  of  this 
city  remaining  in  a  state  distinct  and  separate*  from  all  the  other 
members  of  the  republic,  than  anxious  to  place  the  forces  under 
general  Dias  Yelis  in  security;  with  thib  view  he  despatched  deputies 
with  propositions  highly  advantageous  to  them,  and  which  ought  to 
have  sufficed  for  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  harmony  and  brother- 
hood. Before  their  arrival  at  Santa  Fee,  our  army  had  already 
evacuated  ihe  place  and  descended  the  river.  The  late  invasion  wa^ 
by  no  means  calculated  to  dispose  their  minds  to  reconciliation. 
And  even  if  the  Santafeecinos  had  given  this  proof  of  theirflove  of  or* 
der,  it  is  probable  they  would  soon  have  repented  of  an  act  which 
would  have  lessened  them  in  the  estimation  of  their  protector,  gen- 
eral Artigas;  however  this  may  be^  the  negotiation  terminated 
without  effect. 

The  city  of  Cordova,  although  with  her  deputies  in  congress, 
and  submitting  to  the  capital,  inclined  to  the  side  of  the  Orientals  and 
Santafeecinos;  her  character  would  not  permit  her  to  abandon  the 
last  of  these  in  the  period  of  adversity;  the  dangers  which  threatened 
her  neighbor,  served  but  to  draw  more  closely  the  ties  of  amity,  and 
which  inci eased  in  proportion  to  the  risk  she  encountered*  A  body 
of  Cordovians  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  under  the  command 
of  Don  Juan  Pablo  Bulnes,  hastened  as  far  as  the  city  of  Drl  Rosario 
in  aid  of  the  Santafeecinos;  but  finding  no  enemies,  they  returned 
home  without  any  material  occurrence. 

The  expedition  of  Bulnes  was  not  undertaken  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  governor  of  Cordova,  colonel  Don  Josef  Dias;  not  be* 
cause  this  officer  was  not  inclined  to  the  side  of  the  Santafeecinos,  and 
the  cause  of  federalism,  but  because  it  suited  the  political  course  he 
had  resolved  to  follow,  to  give  merely  a  negative  consent;  or  perhaps 
seeing  Bulnes  at  the  head  of  a  more  considerable  force  than  he  him- 
scli  could  command,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  oppose  him.  Be 
this  at  it  may,  it  laid  the  foundation  of  a  reciprocal  animosity,  as  in- 
discreet as  badly  intended.  While  Bulnes  was  on  his  return  to  Cor* 
dova,  Dias  was  collecting  a  force  to  receive  him.  He  was  fearful  that 
his  rival  might  entertain  the  intention  of  deposing  him,  and  placing 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  government.  These  two  bodies  were  in 
a  little  while  arrayed  against  each  other,  and  after  acting  a  military 
farce,  a  few  shot  fired  in  the  air,  Bulnes  was  left  in  possession  of  the 
field  of  battle,  and  entered  the  city  in  triumph. 

These  agitations  and  disorders  were  in  direct  violation  of  the 
public  authority.    They  proceeded  from  an  active  force,  supported 


[2] 


79 


by  the  opinion  which  was  most  prevalent;  in  their  consequences  they 
were  to  be  dreaded  both  for  the  present  and  the  future,  as  exhibiting 
die  most  dangerous  examples.  The  rights  claimed  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  congress  were  weighed  in  distinct  scales  from  their 
own.  The  only  remedy  which  the  congress  could  apply  to  these 
evils,  was  in  appealing  to  the  good  sense  of  these  people.  A  mani- 
festo was  published,  breathing  in  eloquent  language  the  sentiment  of 
love  ofxountry,  lamenting  and  severely  censuring  the  public  disorders, 
thundering  anathemas  against  the  disturbers  of  the  public  repose,  and 
exhorting  all  to  obedience  and  submission  to  the  supreme  authority, 
which  had  only  for  its  object  to  securethe  safety  and  happiness  of  the 
republkm  As  might  have  been  expected,  little  impression  was  pro* 
duced  by  this  publication,  amongst  a  people  who  considered  them* 
selves  as  betrayed,  when  denied  the  form  of  government  which  they 
preferred.  In  fact  they  regarded  the  manifesto  like  one  of  those  au* 
tumnal  clouds,  which  lighten  much,  but  bring  them  no  rain, 

A  more  successful  measure  was  adopted  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Cordova,  which  was  the  placing  its  government  in  the  hand 
of  Don  Antonio  Funes,  (brother  of  the  author  of  this  sketch,)  a  na- 
tive and  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Cordova.     Tl^is  appointment,  whe- 
ther considered  with  a  view  to  the  capacity  and  virtues  of  the  indivi- 
dual, or  the  prudence  of  the  choice,  was  worthy  of  applause.     He 
was  a  citizen  who  possessed  talents  by  no  means  vulgar;  of  a  mind 
refined  by  application  to  belles-lettres  and  elevated  by  the  stud^  of 
the  sciences,  he  was  regarded  as  an  honor  to  literature.     A  man  of 
unusual  nerve,  of  a  character  severe  without  austerity,  more  a  lover 
of  virtue,  than  of  his  fortune,  than  of  his  family,  or  of  his  life.     Ex- 
emplary in  the  fulfillment  of  his  social  duties,  his  house  wore  the  ap* 
pearance  of  a  sanctuary,  to  which  the  unfortunate  might  resort  for 
comfort  and  protection.     From  his  politics,  dark  intrigues,  cunning 
management,  and  all  perfidious  practices  were  excluded.     A  noble 
frankness  characterised  his  deportment;  detesting  artifice,  yet  prudent 
and  cautious  in  his  speech,  and  in  all  times  a  friend  of  social  order. 
Our  revolution,  on  which  justice  had  set  her  seal,  could  not  fail  to 
draw  him  to  its  side;  he  embra,ced  its  cause  with  sincerity  and  pro* 
pagated  it  with  discretion;  but  the  unsettled  state  of  things  which 
succeeded,  had  induced  him  to  bury  himself  in  a  retirement  where 
without  being  exposed  to  the  clashing  of  contending  parties,  he  might 
pursue  the  stoical  severity  of  his  life,  and  indulge  his  passion  for  li- 
tU^ry  pursuits. .  With  a  firmness  superior  to  the  reverses  of  fortune, 
he.  supported  without  murmuring  the  ^loss  of  nearly  all  that  he  pos- 
sessed, his  credits  to  a  great  amount,  and  what  was  more  severe,  of 
two  promising  sons  in  the  flower  of  youth,  when  the  national  congress 
cast  its  eyes  upon  him  as  the  most  suitable  person  to  oppose  the  tor* 
rent  of  disorders  of  which  Cordova  had  become  the  theatre. 

*  This  estimable  man  happened  to  possess  property  to  a  large  amount  in  Peni>  which 
01  the  breaking  om  of  the  revolmion  was  confiscated  by  xht  ro/alitts.    Tfti^H«uaTQiL. 
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To  a  common  midd,  the  situation  in  which  the  governor  wat 
placed,  would  have  presented  almost  insuperable  difficulties.  The 
city  of  Cordova  being  occupied  by  Bulnes,  his  son*in*law,  and  in  the 
very  6rst  step  he  wovdd  have  to  take,  it  would  be  necessary  that  he 
should  be  armed  with  a  severity  which  knows  no  relationship  but  that 
of  reason  and  the  law.  In  the  course  of  the  revoli|tion  he  had  not 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  any  of  the  forms  of  government  which 
this  republic  might  think  proper  to  adopt.  His  opinion  was  hi  favor 
of  that  which  the  will  of  the  nation,  solemnly  expressed  in  congressi 
should  sanction;  and  until  this  could  be  known,  he  thought  that  no 
one  without  violating  the  layrs  of  order  and  just  subordination,  could 
forcibly  resist  the  established  authortities.  In  opposition  to  these 
sentiments  Bulnes  made  a  show  of  force  before  his  eyes,  and  his  con- 
duct gave  few  or  no  indications  of  a  sense  of  honor,  respect  or  de* 
ference.  The  governor  prudently  concealed  his  determinationt  until 
he  should  be  supported  by  a  sufficient  force  to  enable  him  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  It  was  not  long  before  a  body  of  veteran  troops  under 
the  command  of  col.  Sayos  came  down  from  Tucuman  to  his  assis* 
tance.  Bulnes  had  the  arrogance  to  take  the  field  against  him,  but 
Sayos  in  the  presence  of  the  governor  himself,  completely  routed  hit 
forces  and  put  him  to  flight.  A  common  mind  would  have  been 
pleased  with  a  flight,  which  would  have  spared  the  painful  conflict  be* 
tween  the  ties  af  relationship,  and  the  demands  of  justice.  But  this 
wa^a  case  calculated  only  to  call  forth  the  firmness  and  energy  of  the 
t'^^govemor.  He  caused  a  diligent  pursuit  to  be  made,  until  placed 
in  his  power,  he  should  be  delivered  over  to  all  the  severity  of  the 
law.  The  fortitude  required  by  such  occasions  allows  of  no  mixture 
of  human  weakness;  and  as  a  celebrated  orator  has  justly  said,  the 
magistrate  who  is  not  a  hero,  scarcely  Reserves  to  be  regarded  as  an 
honest  man.  The  province  for  the  present  remained  tranquil,  and 
the  cause  of  Bulnes  was  subjected  to  the  legal  forms  by  order  of  the 
congress. 

From  the  volcanic  eruptions  of  the  provinces,  which  aboat  thb 
tim^  happily,  became  less  frequent,  let  us  direct  our  attention  to  ex* 
terior  affairs.  The  policy  of  assailing  the  enemy's  commerce,  wae 
found  to  operate  as  a  powerful  aid  to  our  cause,  and  was  abeut  thia 
time  carrifid  on  with  great  success.  The  enemy^s  ports  in  the  Paci- 
fic were  greatly  harrassed  by  the.  flotilla  under  commodore  Brown.—* 
Nothing  could  more  fully  prove  the  state  of  subjection  to  which  the 
people  were  reduced  by  Spanish  tyrannyi  under  its  vile  domination^ 
it  seemed  as  if  aU  the  springs  of  the  mind  had  been  destroyed,  and 
instead  of  national  feeling*  there  existed  nothing  but  sordid  personal 
interest.  Near  the  isle  of  Ormigas,  Brown  captured  five  prizes;  he 
dared  even  to  brave  the  castles  of  the  port  of  Callao,  and  to  defy  the 
Spanish  armed  ships.  He  found  the  port  of  Guiaquie  in  a  still  grea* 
ter  state  pf  abandonment;  here  he  entered  in  triumph,  and  carried  ^'ff 
property  to  ^theanvount  of^even  bun4.red  thouAimd  dQlUva* 
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While  the  vice  roy  of  Lima  was  thus  harrassed  by  sea,  his  ar* 
mies  ia  Peru  and  Salta,  experienced  an  almost  uninterrupted  se- 
ries of  disasters.  CoL  Don  Manuel  Asensio  Padilla,  sustained  with 
much  glory  the  standard  of  our  country  against  the  inhuman  Facon. 
The  valor  and  patriotism  of  this  officer  had  attached  to  his  person  a 
considerable  number  of  patriots,  into  whom  he  inspired  confidence, 
activity  and  courage.  In  order  to  throw  some  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  his  triumphs,  a  body  of  about  one  thousand  men,  was  ordered  to 
march  towards  Laguana.  Here  they  were  expected  by  Padilla,  who 
had  entrusted  the  defence  of  various  posts  to  his  captains,  and  one  of 
them,  which  may  sound  somewhat  singular  t6  the  reader,  to  the  com* 
mand  of  his  wife,  a  very  extraordinary  woman  Dona  Juena  Azun* 
duy.  The  enemy  was  completely  repulsed  after  having  made  a  furi* 
eus  assault,  and  this  heroic  female  had  the  satisfaction  of  presenting 
to  her  husband,  the  banner  of  the  enemy,  which  she  had  taken  with 
her  own  hands.*  'Padilla  did  not  go  to  sleep  beneath  his  laurels | 
without  giving  time  to  the  enemy  to  collect  his  forces,  he  pursued 
them  in  every  direction^  and  shut  what  remained  of  them  in  the  town 
of  Chuquisaca.  Scarcely  less  glorious  was  the  victory  of  Wanes, 
who  destroyed  another  body  of  nearly  one  thousand  men  command* 
ed  by  Facon  in  person. 

The  perils  of  the  war  in  the  district  oflnjui  and  Salta,  drew 
from  the  inhabitants,  proofs  of  heroism^  in  support  of  their  indepen« 
dence,  equal  to  what  was  exhibited  in  declaring  it.  General  Gue- 
mes,  formidable  alike  for  his  constancy  and  valor  continually  present* 
ed  a  threatening  front  to  Pescuela,  and  by  bis  activity  deprived  him 
of  his  conquests  as  fast  as  they  were  made.  Abandoning  Injut 
precipitately,  Pescuela  encountered  losses  of  considerable  moment. 
The  Ghierillas  led  by  Don  Augustin  Ribera,  Don  Diego  Calla,  Don 
Diego  Tallangiani,  Don  Justo  Ganzalis,  Don  Joseph  Miguel  Yaldi* 
viesa,  Don  Francisco  Guerreros,  and  Don  Francisco  Briondo,  con* 
tributed  much  to  diminish  bis  credit  and  the  weight  of  his  authority. 

1817. 

Iliese  advantages  in  some  measure  made  amends  for  the  mor* 
tlficatioQ  of  seeing , the  troops  of  Portugal  in  the  territory  of  the 
ftate.  From  the  ^e  it  was  known  that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por* 
tugal,  had  raised  mt  colonies  of  Brazil  to  the  pre-eminence  of  me* 
tropoBs,  it  was  str<>D^y  suspected  that  he  would  attempt  to  agigran- 
4is«  hiaiself  by  the  occupation  of  these  countries.  The  powerful 
temp^ttions  wbkh  had  continually  attracted  the  Portuguese  towards 
9dr  territories,  had  almost  become  one  of  the  fixed  principles  of  their 

*  Thk  wastlie  c«^ebnited  baimer,  uinLer  vrYiidi  the  eoemy  had  reconquered  La 
Paz,  Peru,  Arcquihui^di  Cusco.andon  which  iicouxvt,  it  was  distinguished  by  magni* 
ficent  embroideTy. .  For  this  action  the  lady  was  fewarded  by  the  state  with  the  com* 
'  iMtsioa  anKmolitfisntof  IttiMimsift  tioUuitl. 
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policy;  it  was  therefore  not  surprising  that  they  should  prbfit  by  as 
opportunity  which  seemed  the  most  favorable  for  the  gratification  of 
their  ambition.  But  as  mere  ambition  furnishes  no  justification  for 
the  invasion  of  the  territory  of  other  nations,  the  director  considered 
it  as  his  duty  to  remonstrate  with  general  Lecos,  commander  of  the 
Portuguese  forces,  on  the  step  he  was  about  to  take,  and  to  warn  him 
of  the  consequences  of  the  aggression.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
took  this  step,  he  communicated  it  to  general  Artigas,  and  the  Ca* 
bildo  of  Montevideo,  requesting  that  at  this  moment  of  common 
danger,  which  required  the  combination  of  all  their  forces,  that  their 
diflferences  might  be  forgotten;  and  in  order  to  fix  upon  the  princi^ 
pies  of  reconciliation,  he  deputed  with  full  powers  the  Mealdes  Doti 
Juan  Jose  Durar  and  Don  Juan  Giro.  In  the  preliminary  conferen- 
ces  which  took  place,  the  errors  of  discord  and  the  benefits  of  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries,  were  represented  in  the  most  ani- 
mated terms;  and  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  eastern  shore  (Banda 
Oriental)  should  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  congress,  and  the 
authority  of  the  supreme  director  of  the  state;  that  members  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population  should  be  sent,  and  that  the  government 
should  promptly  furnish  what  assistance  was  necessary  for  its  de- 
fence. 

The  joy  produced  by  this  event,  which  in  putting  an  end  to  the 
unhappy  disputes  that  divided  the  country,  appeared  to  restore  its 
pristine  strength  and  glory,  was  celebrated  with  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence. At  the  very  moment  however,  when  the  people  were  enga- 
ged in  giving  vent  to  their  feelings  which  were  excited  to  a  degree 
that  might  almost  be  considered  immoderate,  information  was  re- 
ceived that  the  Orientals  had  refused  to  ratify  the  convention,  no 
doubt  influenced  by  their  chief.  Artigas  considering  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  connexion  and  dependence  of  the  eastern  shore,  as 
destructive  to  the  absolute  sway  which  hejhad  so  long  been  accustom- 
ed to  exercise;  in  his  conception  the  dangers  and  devastations  of  a 
war  with  the  Portuguese,  were  to  be  preferred  to  the  influence  of  the 
capital. 

The  remonstrance  of  the  supreme  director  with  general  Licos 
did  not  produce  the  effect  on  his  miod  which  it  merited.  This  chief 
contented  himself  with  declaring,  that  in  order  to  place  the  Portu- 
guese frontier  out  of  danger  from  the  contagion  of  anarchy  which 
threatened  it,  it  had  become  necessary  to  take  possession  of  a  coun- 
try which  in  becoming  independent  bad  given  itself  up  to  every  spe* 
cies  of  disorder  and  misrule.  The  futility  of  this  pretext  was  fully- 
exposed  by  the  director  in  his  subsequent  official  letters,  and  also  by 
the  eloquent  editor  of  the  ministerial  gazette,  Don  Julian  AJbanesr 
nothing  can  be  added  to  the  force  of  their  reasonings.  Taking  it  for 
granted,  that  a  sovereign  has  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  domestic 
quarrels  of  his  neighborSf  whenever  he  may  think  them  of  a  nature 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  his  own  states,  yet  it  is  an  ondottbted 
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principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  he  should  firdt  make  suitable  re- 
presentations to  the  party  offending,  before  actually  resorting  to  the 
u&c  of  force.  To  occupy  a  country  by  force  under  the  mask  of  peace, 
can  only  be  learned  in  the  school  of  Machiavel.  There  is  certainly 
some  difference  between  acting  the  part  of  a  centinel,  to  watch  for  the 
preservation  of  self,  and  thus  intruding  into  the  country  of  another 
hospice  irualutato^  with  no  object  in  reality,  but  that  of  conquest.  The 
dispute  of  the  6rientals  and  the  capital,  was  a  family  quarrel;  but  a 
quarrel  which  had  not  dissolved  the  ties  of  the  first  with  the  nation. 
These  people  as  well  by  their  own  will,  as  by  the  constitution  of  the 
state,  were  integral  parts  of  American  confederation.  Common  de- 
cency, not  less  than  respect  for  the  laws  of  nations,  would  have  for* 
bidden  this  resort  to  violence,  before  all  the  proper  measures  had  been 
taken  without  effect,  to  place  in  a  state  of  security  the  nation  which 
declared  itself  in  danger;  otherwise  the  world  would  be  continually 
exposed  to  become  the  prey  of  the  first  occupant  who  could  support 
his  cause  by  force;  like  the  ambitious  PonOguese  there  would  never 
be  wanting  a  pretext  for  inyasion. 

The  management  of  the  war,  together  with  the  other  important 
cares  of  government,  rendered  it  desirable,  that  the  congress  and  the 
directors  should  be   nearer  each  other  in  order  by  their  combined 
wisdom  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  state  with  greater  promptitude 
and  judgment.     Its  removal  to  the  capital,  wns,  however  a  step  of  no 
smaU  dangf^r,    The  sound  of  discord  was  still  heard  like  the  hollow 
murmuring  of  the  waters  after  the  tempest  has  subsided.  It  was  much 
to  be  feared,  in  the  agiutions  which  might  ensue  that  this  national^ 
assembly^  which  was  considered  by  oiany  of  the  friends  of  order  as 
the  last  resort,  would,  like  the  similar  attempts  formerly  made,  prove 
abortitive.      Besides  this,  the  provinces  were  desirous  that  the  con« 
gress  should  hold  its  sessions  at  a  distance  from  the  capital,  in  order, 
that  being  free   from  undue  influence,  and  the  fear  which  bayonets 
might  cause,  they  would  be  ablefto  pursue  their  course  with  the  more 
perfect  freedom.     After  much  discussion,  and  important  reasons 
urged  on  both'sides  of  the  question,  they  finally  yielded  to  the  solicU 
tation  of  the  directors  who  strongly  urged  their  removal  to  the  capr 
ttal;  and  accordingly  carried  the  resolution  into  effect  in  the  midst  of 
new  commotions  and  disturbances. 

One  of  them  had  its  origin  in  the  audacious  mind  of  an  inhabit* 
mot  of  Santiago  de  Lestera,  named  Don  Francisco  Borges.  This  in* 
dbcreet  man  bad  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  secretly  exciting  the 
minds  of  those  who  entertained  an  aversion  to  the  constituted  author- 
ities. His  intrigues  engaged  on  his  side,  not  a  few  of  his  fellow  citi- 
aeofl,  who  together  with  others  in  the  neighboring  towns,  raised  the 
ataodard  of  rebellion  under  his  command.  A  corps  of  veteran  troops 
was  inimediately  despatched  against  them  from  Tucuman.  l^rges^ 
aaore  skilled  in  forming  factions  than  in  profiting  by  them  whei^ 
fypcd,  was  unable  to  maintain  his  ground;  beaten,  pursued^  and  tak- 
ca  poso^er,  he  paid  with  his  life  the  price  of  his  temerity. 
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The  governor  of  Cordova,  although  possesaiog  more  pnsdeBte 
and  foresight  than  his  predecessor,  was  unable  to  provide  against  a 
conspiracy  which  surprised  him  in  his  own  house.  Bulnesfrom  his 
prison  colleaguing  with  some  of  those  wretches  who  arc  every  where 
to  be  found  in  an  unsettled  state  of  society,  was  enabled  through 
this  means  to  corrupt  the  garrison,  and  not  satisfied  with  obtaining 
bis  release,  he  assailed  the  house  of  the  govern,  whom  he  seized  and 
placed  in  confinement,  together  with  roilitrry  commandant  Sayot. 

The  chief  of  this  plot  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  talents  to 
direct  any  important  object,  nor  had  the  soldiers  whom  he  had  cor- 
rupted, a  sufficient  interest  to  serve  him.  Theie  were,  with  few  or 
no  exceptions^  veteran  Spanish  troops,  who  had  deserted  to  us,  and 
who  had  been  placed  under  the  command  of  an  European^  named 
Quintana,  but  who  would  willingly  sell  themselves  to  whoever  offer- 
ed most.  Bulnes  was  deposed,  and  in  his  stead  was  chosen,  a  cer- 
tain Urtubei,  a  person  in  whom  the  conspirators  fancied  they  could 
repose  their  confidence  with  greater  safety.  The  situation  of  the 
conspirators  was  critical;  they  knew  that  their  indecent  and  dishon* 
orable  conduct  was  detested  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cordova,  and  that 
their  force  was  inadequate  to  sustain  them;  they  the reforejusdy  fear- 
ed the  punishment  which  the  congress  and  the  director  would  inflict 
upon  their  crimes.  In  this  embarrassment,  they  fell  upon  the  plan  of 
compelling  Don  Juan  Andres  de  Pueyrredon,  brother  of  the  directori 
to  accept  the  office  of  governor  of  the  province,  in  an  open  CabildOp 
or  assembly^  composed  chiefly  of  the  factious.  It  was  not  long,  be- 
fore all  those  who  were  openly  concerned  in  this  di^raceful  busi« 
ness,  were  obliged  to  beg  an  asylum  in  Santa  Fee,  to  which  place 
they  retreated.  Colonel  Sayos,  who,  with  his  officers,  was  ordered 
to  be  conducted  to  some  remote  place,  contrived  to  gain  over  the 
guard  to  his  side,  at  the  end  of  a  few  days'  march.  At  this  moment^ 
he  was  accidentally  joined  by  governor  Fumes,  who,  by  the  permis* 
sioQ  of  Bulnes,  was  on  his  way  to  Buenos  Ayres.  They  immediate- 
ly set  about  collecting  a  force,  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  put 
down  the  insurrection.  This  consisted,  however,  of  very  indifferent 
militia,  upon  which  little  or  no  dependence  could  be  placed.  Not* 
withstancling  this,  and  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way,  by  a  handful 
of  vicious,  unprincipled  men,  the  governor  succeeded  in  reestablish- 
ing order,  and  in  entering  upon  ihe  duties  of  his  office. 

The  chief  of  the  insurrection  was  arrested,  and  sent  to  Buenoi 
Ayres,  where,  together  with  several  of,  the  European  soldiersi  be 
was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed. 

These  discords  in  the  east,  the  west,  and  the  north,  contributed 
chiefly  to  flatter  the  hopes  of  our  enemies,  and  encouraged  them  to 
form  new  plans  for  our  subjugation.  .  Ten  thousand  Portuguese,  un- 
der ihe  command  of  general  Lecor,  in  three  divisions,  were  marche4 
into  the  territory  of  the  eastern  shore.  The  first,  consisted  of  fiva 
thousand  men,  under  his  immediate  command^  who  directed  fail 
march  b^  the  way  of  SanU  Teresa;  the  second,  under  the  connaasd 
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of  oeiieral  811$riera«  consistf  ng  of  sixteen  bundred^  by  tbe  way  of  Ser« 
Bp  largpi  the  third,  which  formed  the  rig^t  of  the  enemy,  under  Cu» 
ran,  proceeded  towards  the  town  newly  founded  by  Artigaa,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Uruguay.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  the  genend 
Co  oppose  this  torrent.    Although  the  Orientals  were  gifted  witfi 

Esat  strength  of  body  and  intrepidity  of  mind,  yet  neither  their  numi> 
rs,  the  nature  of  their  arms,  their  discipline,  nor  their  subordina- 
tion,  could  enable  them  openly  to  take  the  field  against  invaders,  in 
these  respects,  so  much  superior.  This  isuperiority  very  soon  mani^i 
fested  itself.  Gkneral  Pinto,  with  nine  hundred  men,  advanced  at 
far  as  India  Muerta,  where  he  was  attacked  by  general  Ribera,  with 
eleven  hundred^  and  although  he  sustained  a  vigorous  fight,  he  was 
compelled  to  retire  with  less  than  one  half  his  division;  possessing, 
however,  that  coolness  which  characterises  the  brave,  in  critical  situ- 
ationsf  he  did  not  neglect  to  detach  a  part  of  his  force  to  watch  the 
operations  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  this,  a  detachment,  consisting 
of  a  hundred  men,  fell  in  with  an  equal  number  of  Portuguese,  who 
had  marched  out  of  Maldonado;  stung  by  shame,  and  roused  to  des* 
peration  by  the  disgrace  of  the  last  afuiir,  they  rushed  with  irreiiati* 
ble  fury  upon  their  enemies,  who  were  literally  cut  to  pieces. 

General  Forguese  was  opposed  to  general  Silviera,  at  the  head 
of  eight  hundred  men,  but  was  more  distinguished  for  stratagem 
and  astuteness,  than  enterprise.  It  was  of  great  importance  to 
impede  the  march  of  Silviera,  whose  object  was  to  form  a  junc^ 
tion  with  Lecor.  Ribera  having  united  his  force  to  that  of  For* 
guese^  they  determined  to  attack,  but  through  some  unaccountable 
accident,  the  former  retreated  to  Rio  Negro.  The  Portuguese  army, 
idthough  continually  harrassed  by  Ribera,  reached  the  Barra  de  Ca* 
aupa»  at  Santa  Lucia  La  Grande.  Ribera  did  not  despair  of  being 
able  to  defeat  the  enemy;  but  considering  the  smalloess  of  his  force, 
he  besought  the  town  of  Monte  Video,  to  send  the  delegate,  Barcino, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  four  hundred  men;  the  only  force  that  could 
be  spared,  was  the  corps  of  libertos,  commanded  by  colonel  B— — ; 
but  trom  a  spirit  of  rivalry,  ill  becoming  the  times,  this  officer  was  un- 
willing to  serve  under  Ribera;  this  reinforcement  being  thus  denied, 
general  Silviera  effected  a  junction  with  general  Leeor;  after  which 
ley  proceeded  fo  the  capture  of  Monte  Video,  on  the  19th  of  Janua* 
TYf  1817.    Barcino  having  abandoned  it  in  much  disorder. 

The  fortune  which  had  formerly  attended  the  Orientals,  was 
now  reversed.  They  fled  the  presence  of  those  whoin  they  had  been 
before  accustomed  to  repel,  or,  if  they  showed  resolution,  it  usually 
degenerated  into  rashness,  llie  right  wing  of  the  Portuguese  army, 
commanded  by  Curau,  directed  its  march  towards  the  place,  at  which 
the  chief  of  the  Orientals  was  stationed,  and  arrived  at  the  Arrayode 
Jps  Catalanos.  This  frontier  was  defended  by  general  La  Torre, 
with  three  thousand  men.  Full  of  an  arrogant  confidence,  which  did 
uo|  permit  him  to  calculate  the  risk,  he  determined  on  atti^king  the 
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enemy.  Mondrtgor,  who  comniaoded  th*  cavalry,  with  more  pru^f 
idence,  remoostrated  agaii;8t  this  step;  alledging,  that  having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  his  horses^  oxen,  and  carts, 
these  ought  first  to  be  secured,  before  exposing  himself  anew  to  the 
chance  of  battle,  which,  considering  the  present  situation  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, must  be  extremely  doubtful.  La  Torre,  either  not  convinced 
by  this  reasoning,  or  despising  it,  exercised  his  authority,  and  impru* 
dently  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  his  whole  force-  The  action  was 
obstinate  and  bloody,  but  terminated  in  the  most  disastrous  manner; 
general  Af tigas  occupied  a  position,  some  distance  in  the  rear,  with 
a  small  corps  of  one  hundred  men.  The  consequence  of  this  unfor- 
tunate ailair,  reached  even  his  encampment^  here  he  was  surprised  by 
four  hundred  men,  and  was  only  enabled  to  escape  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Charua  Indian,  but  with  the  loss  of  all  his  baggage. 

in  the  midst  of  the  progress  of  Lecor,  he  found  himself  all  at 
once  shut  up  in  Monte  Video  suffering  hunger^  and  all  the  privations  of 
a  siege:  his  situation  becoming  intolerable,  he  marched  with  two 
thousand  men  in  search  of  cattle  and  other  provisions.  The  indefa- 
tigable Ribera,  who  closely  watched  his  movements,  prepared  an 
ambuscade  with  much  sagacity  at  the  pass  of  San  Lucia,  and  causing 
no  small  loss  to  the  enemy,  attained  his  object  for  the  moment.  Le- 
cor was  not  compelled  however  to  abandon  his  enterprise,  but  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  the  pass  of  Pinto  where  he  was  again  attacked  by 
Ribera,  and  experienced  a  loss  of  two  hundred  men.  These  advan« 
tages  were  of  too  partial  a  nature  to  enable  the  Orientals  to  derive 
hopes  froih  them  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  so  powerful.  They  con- 
tributed chiefly  to  raise  the  reputation  of  Ribera. 

'fhe  cry  now  became  universal  on  the  part  of  the  Orientals,  and 
evenof  their  chiefs,  for  a  re-establishment  of  their  union  with  Buenos 
Ayres,  as  the  only  means  of  finding  shelter  from  the  desolating  tempest. 
In  virtue  of  this  state  of  mind  a  communication  was  opened  with  the 
director,  who  at  once  met  so  desirable  a  proposition,  and  immedi- 
ately sent  a  supply  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  by  way  of  Colonia.— 
Although  Ribera  had  given  his  consent  to  the  union,  he  stipulated  to 
withdraw  it,  in  case  it  should  not  meet  the  approbation  of  Artegas.— - 
For  this  purpose  he  communicated  the  stipulation  he  had  entered  iatOy 
in  his  absence  to  that  chief.  To  Artegas  it  was  of  little  importance, 
to  such  an  event  would  be  advantageous  to  the  republic^  he  saw  in  it 
nothing  but  a  diminution  of  his  own  consequence  and  power.  In  or* 
derto  prevent  the  discontent  which  his  refusal  might  produce,  at  the 
same  time,  that  with  one  hundred  men,  he  went  down  to  dihsuade 
Ribera,  he  caused  his  partizans  to  circulate  the  most  scandalous  abuse 
of  the  capital  and  its  intentions;  proclaiming  that  a  union  with  the  cap- 
ital would  be  a  union  with  perfidy  and  robbery,  and  that  it  would  be  ex- 
changingtheir  liberty  for  a  shameful  and  attrocious  servitude.  These 
odious  imputations  could  not  fail  of  producing  an  effect  upon  the  sim- 
ple welUmeaning  peoplc,who  reposed  implicit  cgnfidence  in  Artegas, 
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as  vrell  as  in  the  minds  of  those  who  had  on  former  occasions  been  ill 
treated  by  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  of  which  number  was 
Ribera.  The  party  in  favor  of  union  was,  however,  too  strong  to  be  ea^ 
stiy  dissuaded  from  its  purpose.  In  fact  Barcinos  Bansa,  col.  of  the 
Libertos,  Ranios  commander  of  the  artiller}',  a  body  of  chasseurs,  and 
some  corps  of  militia  under  he  command  of  Don  Tames  Garcia,haviogp 
elected  the  latter  as  their  commander  entered  into  articles  of  union 
with  Buenos  Ayres.  Ribera  offended  with  an  act  which  was  very  little, 
short  of  a  revolt  agaiqst  him,  by  a  pajt  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, hastened  with  three  hundred  chosen  men,  to  call  them  to  anac-^ 
count  for  this  procedure.  After  some  warm  altercation  Garcia  being  the 
strongest,  remained  with  the  command,  and  Ribera  sending  a  copy  of 
the  offensive  articles  to  Artegas,  called  for  a  detachment  of  five  hnn* 
dred  men  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  his  opponents.  It  was  well 
known  that  Artegas  would  destroy  without  mercy,  those  who  set 
about  diminishing  his  authority.  In  truth  this  man  taking  counsel 
only  from  his  ambition,  and  from  a  mischievous  Franciscan  Friar, 
who  for  a  long  time  had  swayed  him,  resolyed  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  Riberai  with  all  possible  expedition.  General  Forges,  one 
of  the  most  repute  among  the  Orientals,  opposed  with  energy  a  mea- 
sure which  was  about  to  awaken  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  and  declare 
cd  for  a  union  with  the  capital.  Of  the  five  hundred,  only  fifty  were 
dispatched  to  Colonia,  under  the  pretext  of  defending  this  place^ 
which  was  threatened  by  a  Portuguese  flotilla,  but  with  the  real  in* 
tention  of  uniting  with  Ribera,  and  to  make  war  upon  those  who 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  union.  The  party  of  Artegas  prevailed. 
The  director  had  hoped  that  the  Orientals  won  over  by  his  friendly 
conduct,  would  lower  their  pretensi«)ns,  but  his  patience  was  wearied 
oat  by  so  much  obstinacy. 

While  these  clouds  obscured  the  east,  the  west  appeared  more 
serene;  the  governors  of  Cuyo,  colonel  Don  Jose  de  San  Martin,  a 
man  bold  enough  to  conceive  great  designs,  sufficiently  a  lover  of 
glory  to  devote  himself  to  them,  and  not  wanting  good  fortune  in 
their  execution,  had  for  some  time  past  meditated  in  silence  the  re- 
conquest  of  Chili.  This  country  had  been  completely  subdued  by 
the  Spaniards;  more  than  one  hundred  of  the  most  influential  people 
had  been  banished  to  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  the  inhabitants 
completely  disarmed  and  held  under  the  most  rigid  subjection;  their 
secret  wishes,  however,  as  may  be  readily  supposed,  were  in  favor  of 
iodependence,  and  San  Martin  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  he 
could  cross  the  mountains  with  a  respectable  army,  he  would  have 
none  biit  the  Spaniards  to  contend  with,  and  would  find  the  people, 
as  lar  as  was  in  their  power,  disposed  to  co-operate  with  him.  The 
sitoatioB  of  the  United  Provinces,  continually  thrjeatened  from  Chili 
I  and  Peru,  plainly  pointed  out  the  immense  imporunce  of  expelling 
the  Spaniards  from  the  former,  by  which  means,  they  would  at  the 
•ame  time,  strike  the  severest  blow  to  their  enemy,  and  gain  a  pow* 


crfiilfttty;  a  seine  of  duty  also  called  upon  them  to  assist  dieir  bre- 
threo,  those  who  on  a  former  occasion,  when  Buenos  Ayres  was 
llbreateDed  by  the  Spanish  general  Elio,  had  contributed  both  men 
and  money  to  her  assistance.  But  the  chief  difficulty  lay  in  procuring 
the  means  of  raising  such  an  army  as  would  be  adequate  to  the  en* 
lerprise.  The  sute  notwithstanding  its  recent  declaration  of  inde« 
pendence,  was  at  no  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  a 
condition  so  deplorable;  it  might  almost  be  said  to  be  drifting  at  the 
mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  The  province  of  Cuyo,  at  die  first ' 
glance  seemed  to  promise  less;  its  soil  but  indifferent,  its  population 
small,  iu  products  of  late  much  reduced  in  value,  and  as  the  fron- 
tier, continually  exposed  to  the  invasion  of  the  Spaniards.  But  San 
Martin  possessed  the  talent  of  winning  the  hearts  of  those  with 
whom  be  was  connected,  of  awaking  the  higher  passions,  and  of  en* 
listing  them  not  by  halves,  but  entirely  in  his  plans.  He  had  pois- 
sessed  himself  so  completely  of  the  affections  of  the  people  of  Oayo, 
ibat  they  placed  without  reserve  every  thing  they  had  at  his  disposal. 
lliey  freely  yielded  up  their  male  slaves  to  the  number  of  six  hun- 
dred, they  furnished  three  thousand  horses,  ten  thousand  mules,  and 
contributed  their  personal  services  for  the  construction  of  quarters^ 
encampments,  armories,  and  in  conducting  troops  and  munitions 
from  Buenos  Ayres.  Much  of  this  is  doiibdess  to  be  attributed  to 
the  moderation  and  self  denial,  both  in  public  and  private  life  of  the 
chief  who  commanded,  the  best  security  for  the  confidence  of  the 
people;  but  it  is  likewise  to  be  attributed  to  a  cause  which  does 
much  honor  to  the  province,  to  wit:  its  uniform  patriotism  and  good 
conduct.  Correct  morals  are  most  conducive  to  love  of  country^  and 
love  of  country  is  not  less  conducive  to  good  morals.  Had  they 
been  less  pure,  this  patriotism  would  have  been  less,  and  less  also 
would  have  been  the  iniuence  of  San  Martin.  After  a  twelve  month 
spent  in  collecting,  organising  and  disciplining  his  army,  which  at 
the  same  time  afforded  Marco  an  opportunity  of  making  the  oeces* 
sary  preparations  to  oppose  him,  San  Martin  put  in  execution  his 
daring  ^attempt  to  cross  the  Andes.  The  mere  idea  of  such  an 
undermking  is  enough  to  strike  the  mind  with  astonishment,  as 
amountiag  almost  to  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature.  We  can 
form  but  a  faint  idea  of  this  enterprise,  when  we  consider  that  the 
mountains  to  be  crossed  for  one  hundred  leagues  are  the  highest  on 
the  globe,  with  defiles  so  narrow  as  not  to  admit  two  persons  abreast 
along  the  guidy  urge  of  frightful  gulfs,  while  the  severity  of  the 
climate  seemed  to  contend  with  the  ruggedness  of  the  passage;  ad* 
ded  to  these  the  difficulty  of  transporting  artillery,  at  the  same  time 
embarrassed  with  the  baggage  and  provisions  for  thirty  days,  and 
after  all  trusting  to  the  uncertain  chances  of  success,  after  the  termi- 
,  nation  of  these  labors  and  fatigues;  in  truth  when  every  thing  is  c6n« 
>sidei«d  fairly,  this  achievement  may  justly  rank  with  the  most  cele« 
|>ratttd  of  those  recorded  in  history.    In  thirteen  days  the  army  ef- 


6cted  ill  jMiMage  with  the  loss  of  about  five  flfoiMand  faoiies  ind 
imiles,  and  of  a  small  number  of  men,  chiefly  blacks,  who  verc  tta» 
We  to  stand  the  cold.  After  some  slight  skirmishes,  the  army  took 
up  its  position  at  Acoracogua. 

The  [massage  of  the  mountains  was,  in  itself,  an  achievement  of 
a  nature  to  give  assurances  of  the  result.  The  heroic  array  which 
had  vanquished  the  Andes,  fighting  under  the  banners  of  liberty  and 
the  country,  could  no  more  be  resisted  than  a  torrent  of  the  moun* 
tains.  The  splendid  triumph  of  Chacabuco,  which  toolc  place  soon 
after^  raised  San  Martin  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory,  and  gave  a  new  as- 
pect to  the  affairs  of  South  America.  **  In  twenty  four  days,'' said 
the  general,  *^  we  have  terminated  the  campaign;  we  have  crossed  the 
tSkost  elevated  mountains  of  the  glob^,  put  an  end  to  the  sway  of  iy« 
rants,  and  given  liberty  to  Chili."  I^he  president  Marco  was  taken 
prisoner  and  the  remains  of  his  forces  took  refuge  in  the  fortress  of 
Talcaguana.  A  junta  of  the  Chilians  was  convened  at  Santiago; 
through  gratitude  to  San  Martin,  they  offered  to  invest  him  with  the 
directorship,  which  he  declined;  they  then  elected  Don  Bemando 
O'Uiggins.  The  Chilians  afterwards  sought  by  various  inodes  to 
express  their  gratitude  to  the  general  of  the  Andes y  by  which  name 
San  Martin,  by  a  kind  of  involuntary  concurrence,  was  now  distin« 
guished;  but  considering  these  offers  as  incompatible  with  the  notions 
of  greatness  which  he  entertained,  they  were  positively  declined.  It 
would  be  improper  not  to  mention  the  restoration  of  the  banished 
Cbiliatis  to  their  families,  which  was  almost  the  first  act  of  the  go« 
vrrnment.  San  Martin  returned  to  Buenos  Ay  res,  to  receive  new  or« 
d^s  ami  to  concert  new  plans  wilh  the  government,  all  eyes  being 
ncfw  turned  towards  Peru,  as  the  quarter  in  which  their  long  looked 
for  peace  and  liberty  would  be  sealed.  On  approaching  Mendoza, 
the  capital  of  Cuyo,  he  was  met  by  its  inhabitants,  the  youth  strew- 
ing, roses  in  the  road,  and  all  demonstrating  the  most  heartfelt  ezpres- 
aiona  of  regard;  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres  were  equally 
desirous  of  shewing  every  mark  of  veneration  for  this  hero,  but  San 
Martin  being  apprised  of  their  preparations,  stole  into  the  town  un- 
observed. Some  are  disposed  to  condemn  what  appears  to  them  an 
affected  squeamishness,  and  false  delicacy,  in  thus  declming  honors^  ' 
which  are  known  in  general  to  be  grateful  to  the  human  heart;  but 
for  ^is  very  reason,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  great  and  noble  to  decline  or 
despise  them, 

,The^  cause  of  the  state,  in  Peru,  when  conducted  by  the  virtues, 
experience,  and  abilities  of  Belgrano,  who,  on  his  return  from  his  im- 
portant mission  to  Europe  had  once  more  assumed  the  command, 
was  again  seen  to  revive.  In  the  rencontres  already  related  we  have 
•een  that  victory  had  also  returned  to  our  side.  General  Sema,  who 
flUaceeded  Pescuela,  was  not  possessed  of  the  abilities  of  his  prede« 
oesaon  although  the  celebrated  leaders  Padilla  and  Merceces  ^ere 
%iUed,  Wanes,  and  GanderiUa  and  Femandes  supported  the  caose  of 
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dieir  €oanUy.  By  these  the  sanguinary  Facon  ivas  pushed  ib  the 
very  verge  of  the  precipice;  but  this  victim  was  reserved  for  another 
hand;  a  ray  of  lightning  sent  from  Heaven,  put  an  end  to  his  days 
and  his  cruelties.    His  army  was  reduced  almost  to  nothing. 

General  Sema  discovered  only  a  vain  and  arrogant  confidence 
in  his  own  powers*  He  had  scarcely  assumed  the  commaodt  when 
he  conceived  the  design  of  attempting  the  rcconquest  of  Saltaaiid  In- 
jui  and  eveii  of  Tucuman.  The  history  of  his  predecessor  ought  to 
have  opened  his  eyes.  ITiese  places  had  proved  the  sepulchres  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  he  might  cause  them  to  be  so  again.  These  admoni* 
tions  were  disregarded  by  Sema,  who,  more  haughty  than  the  knight 
of  La  Mancha  entered  Injui  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  upwards  of 
two  thousand  men.  Governor  Guemcs  rendered  the  possession  of 
the  place  little  better  than  a  trap  for  his  destruction.  He  and  his 
brave  countrymen  invested  him  so  closely,  that  he  soon  began  to  re- 
pent of  his  folly.  His  forces  were  incessantly  harrassed  by  a  great 
number  of  guerrillas,  and  much  reduced  by  the  actions  of  San  Pe-' 
drita,  Huniaquaca,  Tarija  el  Barrada,  and  others.  From  the  desert- 
ers, who  were  continually  coming  over  with  misery  painted  in  their 
countenances,  it  appeared,  that  they  were  perishing  of  famine  in  their 

trenches*     Guemes,  with  his  brave  officers,  Roxas  A ,  Tarenos^ 

La  Madrid,  Cardad,  &c.  compelled  Sema  to  retire  at  last  with  great 
loss,  and  to  renounce  his  designs  upon  the  cities  before  mentioned. 
These  flattering  occurrences  were  only  interrupted  by  the  lamtntable 
revalry  of  the  Orientals  with  the  capital.  Although  Artigas,  by  means 
of  his  chiefs,  succeeded  in  gaining  over  the  greatest  part  of  those 
whom  his  conduct  had  alienated,  there  were  still  many  who  remained 
firm  in  their  resolution  of  a  separation  from  his  authority,  a  conduct 
which  they  considered  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  republic.  Of 
these,  not  a  few  were  of  the  province  of  Entre  Rios,  by  their  chiefs 
Erenu  and  Samanuego,  who  lowering  their  tone  acknowledged  th^ 
they  had  been  wrong,  and  sought  the  friendship  of  the  director.  A 
<;ircumstance  which  might  possibly  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  an  ambi- 
tions man,  and  assure  the  liberty  of  the  countr\'  was  not  to  be  despis- 
ed. Resentment  for  personal  insult  might  also  perhaps  have  had  its 
%fluence  with  the  director;  he  had  just  received  from  Astigas,  a  let- 
ter couched  in  the  most  declamatory  and  abusive  language;  accusing 
him  of  paying  no  regard  to  his  offers  by  letter,  of  sending  deputies  to 
,  the  union,  charging  him  with  connivance  at  the  supplies  furnished 
the  Portuguese,  with  being  in  their  interest,  and  threatening  to  pur* 
sue  him  even  into  the  capital  iuelf. 

1818. 

Hie  director  with  a  view  of  securing  the  Baxada  de  Santa  Fee, 
which  commands  the  int<erior  country  of  Buenos  Ayresy  and  at  the 
same  time  of  furnishing  assistance  to  the  inhabiunts  of  £ntre  Bios, 
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despatched  a  body  of  troops  under  Montes  de  Oou  These  were  fu« 
riottsly  attacked  by  a  detachment  from  Artigas,  and  completely  de* 
Seated.  This  unfavorable  occurrence  dtd  not  deter  the  director  from 
his  design;  he  despatched  Col.  Marcos  Balcarce  with  reinforcements 
Co  take  the  iield  anew,  llie  Orienuls  inflamed  by  that  rage  which 
characterizes  civil  wars,  and  the  more  on  this  occasion,  as  they  re« 
garded  themselves  as  ungenerously  attacked  by  their  countrymen,  at 
the  moment  they  were  fighting  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  with  an 
impetuosity  bordering  on  desperation,  fell  upon  the  army  of  Balcarce, 
and  after  a  short  but  brave  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  victorv 
declared  itself  for  the  Orientals.  Liet  us  deeply  lament  the  fatal  pol- 
icy, or  necessity  of  delaying  with  our  own  hands  the  progress  of 
events,  by  which  we  are  to  gain  our  independence,  and  turning  upon 
one  another,  those  arras,  which  ought  to  be  reserved  only  for  our 
common  enemies. 

About  the  same  time  news  of  a  much  more  serious  nature,  reach- 
ed the  capital  and  produced  the  most  painful  sensations.  While 
San  Martin  and  O'lliggins  were  endeavoring  to  reduce  the  last 
stronghold  of  the  Spaniards  in  Chill,  the  fortress  of  Talcaguana,  the 
vice  roy  of  Lima,  with  all  possible  despatch,  threw  fifteen  hundred 
men  into  that  place,  which,  in  point  of  strength  may  be  compared  to 
Gibraltar.  The  army  of  Chili,  under  the  command  of  San  Martin, 
was  increased  to  nearly  double  its  number  by  the  new  levies  among 
the  Chilians;  but  time  was  requisl|ie  to  train  and  discipline  them. 
O'Higgins  took  possession  of  the  town  of  Conception,  of  which  Tal« 
caguana  is  the  seaport.  Here,  a  great  part  of  the  summer  was  pass- 
ed away  in  skirmishes,  in  which  the  enemy  were  generally  Mforsted. 
San  Martin  w^S)  however,  occupied  in  designs  of  grt  ater  magnitude; 
be  was  unremittingly  engaged  in  preparing  to  strike  the  same  blow 
in  Peru,  which  had  so  successfully  paralized  the  power  of  Spain  in 
Chili*  The  want  of  transports  was  the  principal  cause  of  delay,  as  a 
march  through  the  desert  of  Atacama  would  be  impracticable.  The 
vice  roy  dreading  the  enterprise  of  San  Martin,  and  knowing  the 
materials  by  which  he  was  himself  surrounded,  conceived  it  most 

Iirudent  to  risk  the  fate  of  Peru  in  Chili*  Accordingly  after  an  ef- 
brt,  which  in  the  present  fallen  state  of  the  Spanish  power,  might  be 
considered  great,  he  collected  about  five  thousand  men,  which  were 
hastily  embarked  for  T«dcaguana  under  Osorio,  leaving  Peru  entirely 
defenceless.  Osorio  had  scarcely  reached  that  place,  when  he  com* 
nenced  preparations  for  proceeding  directly  to  the  capiul  of  Chili; 
be  calculated  with  confidence  on  the  superiority  of  his  troops  over 
ibose,  whom  experience  had  not  yet  taught  him  to  respect;  he  also 
lattered  himself  with  being  able  to  overtake  the  army  oif  O'Higgins, 
before  he  could  form  a  junction  with  San  Martin*  Osorio  taking  with 
him  nearly  all  the  garrison  of  Talcaguana,  together  with  two  thous* 
and  of  the  natives  of  Chili,  marched  rapidly  through  the  province  of 
Conception  with  an  army  of  nearly  ^ight  thousand  men*    Before  h^ 
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passed  the  Maule,  the  patriot  army  had  already  (brin<;d  k  jXinctSoi^ 
aod  conststedofaD  equal  number  ofregulars,  besides  considerable 
bodies  of  the  militia  of  the  country.  In  a  few  days  it  was  completeljr 
organized  and  consolidated;  but  so  large  a  body  of  men,  wheii  cot 
lected,  soon  began  to  experience  considerable  wants.  The  capital  of 
Chili  confidently  trusted  to  the  abilities  and  valor  of  San  Martin, 
while  the  circumstance  of  the  wants  of  his  army,  when  made  known 
to  them,  afforded  an  opportunity  of  displaying  a  magnanimity  which 
we  have  unjustly  supposed  to  have  been  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of 
Greece  and  Rome.  San  Martin  announced  that  his  army  was  ready 
to  take  the  field  against  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  that  all  were 
willing  to  sacrafice  their  lives  in  its  defence,  but  that  it  was  in  want 
of  bread  and  other  supplies.  The  effect  which  this  intimation  pro 
duced  in  the  noble  minded  people  of  Chili,  is  best  displayed  in  the 
reply  which  they  made  through  the  different  officers  of  the  munici- 
psdty  and  corporations. 

••  Your  excellencv/'  said  they,  *'  has  just  informed  us  that  our 
brethren  in  the  fit  Id  of  battle,  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  called 
upon  to  shed  their  blood  and  sacrifice  their  lives  for  our  preservation. 
Your  excellency  recalls  to  our  recollection,  the  sad  image  of  Chili, 
laid  waste  for  two  years  and  an  half,  with  an  atrocity  truly  Spanish;  and 
if  our  children,  our  fathers,  and  our  wi\'Ps,  who  (terrified  at  the  chains 
and  gibbets  preparing  for  them  by  the  monsters  that  have  reached  the 
plains  of  Talca)  turn  their  tearj^l  eyes  towards  the  brave  that,  ott 
the  banks  of  Tangeuca,  have  sworn  to  perish  sooner  than  behold 
their  desolation.  But  your  excellency,  at  the  same  time,  intimates  to 
us  that  these  brave  men  are  in  want  of  bread  and  other  supplies,  ia 
order  to  sustain  the  rigorous  arms  destined  to  exterminate  our  enemy, 
and  that  the  public  fund  having  been  exhausted,  there  scarcely  re- 
mained a  sufficiency  for  the  hospital,  where  the  wounds  received  in 
our  defence  are  to  be  healed."  "  And  what  does  your  excellency 
expect  will  be  the  reply  of  the  Chilians  to  a  representation  so  mouriA 
ful  and  affecting?  That  all  our  fortunes,  without  reserve,  belong  to 
our  country  That  from  this  moment  we  request,  that  your  excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  spontaneous  ofTi-r  of  whatever  silver  we 
have  in  our  possession,  together  with  the  vow  which  we  make  before 
our  cotmtrv  and  universe,  that  so  long  as  (be  war  shall  last,  and  the 
wants  of  Chili  may  require  it,  there  shall  not  be  seen  a  single  article 
.of  plate  in  our  houses." 

**  The  people  of  Chili  are  unwilling  that  the  silver  of  the  church- 
es should  be  touched,  until  that  which  belongs  to  individuals  shall  be 
.entirely  exhausted,  we  shall  then  humbly  say  before  the  Supreme 
Being,  To  preserve  the  precious  gifts  of  Itff  and  liberty ^  which  thon 
bestowed  upon  t«,  we  present  ourseives  naked,  to  implore  thy  protection^ 
whiie  we  endeavor  to  support  thy  ordinances  withthe  aid  of  those  things 
which  we  had  set  apart  to  adorn  thy  worship;  our  voiles  and'fMrdetsi 
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€idn0iwM  Mil  hen4ef0rih  be  the  wwitfure  and  becmning  homage  toe 
can  offer  TheeP 

^  Id  the  mfaa  while,  will  your  ezcelleDcy  be  pleated  to  accept 
the  oiFer  on  the,  part  of  the  secular  aod  regular  clergy,  of  whatever 
articles  of  plate  belonging  to  them  in  particular^and  which  do  not  ap« 
pertain  to  the  cereoionies  of  religion^  and  whatever  belongs  to  die  ma- 
gistrates and  corporate  bodies,  which  we  oflfer  in  our  name  and  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  Santiago." 

^*  Tour  excellency  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  accept  these  of- 
fering, and  IQ  inform  our  brethren  that  Uiey  may  rely  on  the  utmost 
exertions  of  our  gratitude." 

This  unexpected  but  sublime  display  of  gratitude,  was  replied  to 
by  the  director  in  a  suitable  manner;  accepting  their  offer,  he  declar- 
ed himself  udable  to  find  expressions  sufficiently  strong  to  do  justice 
to  the  magnanimity  of  their  conduct;  butfor  the  purpose  of  commem- 
orating so  glorious  an  action,  he  ordered  the  following  inscriptions  to 
be  engraven  on  the  two  columns  which  adorn  the  eastern  and  western 
entrances  of  the  city: 

^^  On  the  5th  qf  March^  1818,  the  people  of  Santiago^  voluntarily 
stripped  themsehee  of  all  their  plate  and  utensils  of  siher,  protesting 
that  they  wotdd  acquire  no  other hf  until  their  country  shall  be  out  of 
danger  J^ 

••  Nations  of  the  universe!  Strangers  who  enter  Chili^  say  wheth'^ 
er  such  a  people  deserve  to  be  slaves  J* 

The  patriot  army  lost  no  time  after  its  junction,  in  marching  to 
meet  the  enemy.  The  army  of  Osbres  had  already  passed  Talca;  tt 
was  not  long  before  a  continual  skirmishing  took  place  between  the 
invaders  and  the  patriots.  These  were  kept  up  for  several  days,  un» 
til  the  nineteenth,  when  an  affair  of  some  importance  took  place  be- 
tween the  advanced  corps  under  O^Higgins,  and  a  part  of  the  Spanish 
srmv,  in  which  the  latter  was  compelled  to  fall  back  with  considera- 
ble loss,^  being  pursued  into  the  very  streets  of  Talca.  The  whole 
Spanish  force  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  its  steps.  Osorea 
now  discovered  that  his  contempt  of  San  Martin's  army  had  led  him 
into  error:  it  was  so  much  superior  to  his^  particularly  in  cavalry* 
that  the  cl^^t'ces  of  success  would  be  decidedly  against  him;  knowing 
that  in  aU  probability  San  Martin  would  attack  him  the  next  morning 
with  bis  frhole  force,  and  that  if  defeated,  with  a  large  river  and  nu- 
merous bodies  of  militiain  his  rear,  retreat  would  be  no  longer  possible. 
In  this  critical  situation,  by  the  advance  of  general  Ordines,  he  deterp 
mined  to  select  two  thousand  of  his  best  troops,  and  try  the  fortune  of 
a  night  attack,  which,  if  successful,  would  enable  him  to  retire  wit^ 
out  fear  of  pursuit.  The  principal  part  of  the  army  had  in  the  even- 
ing,  hailed  within  a  short  distance  of  Talca;  the  remainder  of  the 
infantry  having  arrived,  and  the  ground  being  reconnoitered,  orders 
were  given  about  nine  o'clock,  for  each  division  to  occupy  the  posi- 
tion assigned  to  k.    The  right  wing  had  already  been  posted,  and  the 
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left  was  also  io  motion^  when  the  enemf  rushed  upon  theni  *m  tht 
most  furious  and  unexpected  manner;  the  baggage  and  artillery  vera 
first  thrown  into  ^xonfusioo,  which  was  sooti  commttnicatcd  to  th« 
troops  on  their  march;  these,  after  a  short  resistance,  broke  and  dk* 
persed  in  every  direction,  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of  their  leaders. 
The  director  of  Chili,  who  commanded  in  persoft,  was  sevfereljr 
wounded  in  the  arm,  in  his  eflPort^  to  rall^^  them,  'fhe  right,  however, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  that  excellent  officer,  colonel  Las 
Ueras,  retired  in  good  order,  and  together  with  some  other  bodies, 
collected  by  the  exertions  of  San  Martin  and  his  officers,  continued 
the  contest  for  some  time,  bat  were  cooipelled  at  last  to  give  way»«— 
The  next  morning  presented  a  specucle  truly  melancholy;  an  army, 
of  which  the  day  before  our  country  might  jusdy  have  been  proud; 
the  best  appointed  that  had  ever  taken  the  field  on  the  side  of  Inde- 
pendence in  South  America,  stripped  of  its  artillery  and  bagsage^ 
and  more  than  one  half  dispersed,  and  this  without  having  been 
beaten. 

San  Martin  conducted  the  fragments  of  his  army  to  the  narrow 
pass  of  Angulemu,  which  lies  on  the  route  to  Santiago,  and  which 
the  enemy  could  not  avoid  without  making  a  {very  considerable  cir« 
cuit.  Here  he  remained  in  the  most  painful  situation,  depcived  of 
his  baggage,  and  his  men  in  want  of  every  thing.  In  the  mean  time 
the  stragglers,  dispersed  through  the  vallies  of  Chili*  spread  the 
most  disheartning  accounts  among  the  inhabitants*  and  so  complete 
was  supposed  to  have  been  the  defeat  of  San  Martin,  that  the  parti- 
zans  of  Spain*  wherever  any  of  them  happened  to  be,  could  scarcely 
refrain  from  openly  declaring  themselves.  San  Martin»  with  the  di* 
rector,  whose  presence  was  required  in  the  capital,  made  it  a  hasty 
visit  for  the  purpose  of  inspiring  confidence  in  the  people,  and  of 
procuring  the  means  of  recomposing  his  army.  He  now  judged  it 
roost  prudent  to  fall  back  upon  the  capital,  where  his  army  could  be 
recruited  with  greater  celerity,  and  intending  in  case  of  defeat  to  re* 
tire  into  the  city,  which  the  director  was  actively  engaged  in 
placing  in  a  state  of  defence.  The  army  under  the  creative  hand  of 
"San  Martin,  with  a  celerity  almost  incredible,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  and  after  a  march  of  eighty  leagues,  once  more  pre* 
sented  a  formidable  front  on  the  plains  of  Maipu.  The  most  ani- 
mated proclamations  were  circulated  through  the  country  by  him, 
and  the  director;  hope  was  seen  to  revive  and  the  patriot  army  was 
animated  by  a  desparation  gathered  even  from  its  late  disgrace.  The 
news  of  this  lamenuble  occurrence  arriving  at  the  same  Ume  wi tk 
that  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  eastern  shore,  cast  a  gloomy  shade 
over  Buenos  Ayres.  The  most  melancholv  anticipations  filled  die 
breast  of  every  American,  while  the  Spaniards  among,  ua  discov- 
ered their  joy,  on  some  occasions,  with  very  litde  dircretion. 
Our  apprehensions  induced  us  to  believe,  that  the  affairs  of  Chili 
were  still  worse  than   the   government  had  beea  willing  to  com- 
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ttilUkate;  the  vHry  imifortance  of  the  contest  io  that  coiintiy, 
was  enough  to  produce  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  most  sanguine. 
Osoiio  finding  the  success  of  his  attack  to  have  so  far  exceeded 
his  expectations,  determiiied  to  follow  Up  hts  blows,  but  having  him^k 
self  experienced  a  considerable  loss,  he  was  somewhat  retarded  in ' 
setting  off:  his  march  was  notwithstancing  rapid,  having  approach* 
cd  the  Maipu  in  twelve  days  after  the  dispersion  of  the  paltriot  arih'y* ' 
On  the  third  and  fourth  of  April,  there  were  frequent  skirmishes,'  ' 
and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  v^o  arintes  ciime  in  sight  of 
each  other;  the  body  of  the  Spanish  forces  having  crossed  the  Mair 
pu«  The  whole  morning  was  passed  in  manoeuvering^  each  chief 
io  vain  endeavored  to  gain  some  advantage  over  his  opponent.  San 
Martin  rode  incessantly  along  his  lines,  addressing  each  individual 
corps,  and  infusing  into  them  his  own  feelings,  while  the  patriotic 
songs  and  marches  resounded  through  the  army.  Seeing  at  last^ 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  his  being  attacked  that  day,  by  th6 
Spaniards,  and  finding  his  men  roused  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthu- 
siasm, he  gave  orders  to  advance.  With  the  exception  of  a  small 
height,  which  the  enemy  had  occupied  with  some  pieces  of  artillery, 
the  ground  was  nearly  level,  and  well  adopted  to  miliury  manoevres. 
The  infantry  was  placed  under  the  command  of  general  Balcarce, 
colonel  Las  Heras  on  the  right  wing,  and  colonel  Alvarado  on  the 
left;  the  artillery  and  cavalry  posted  on  each  wing,  and  a  strong  re* 
serve  in  the  rear,  under  colonel  Quintana.  In  this  order,  the  army 
moved  towards  the  enemy,  who  opened  a  dreadful  fire  from  his 
infantry,  and  from  several  pieces  of  artillery  posted  on  the  small  ele- 
vation  before  mentioned,  but  without  arresting  its  progress;  a  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged  at  the  same  time,  but  were  driven 
back  by  those  of  the  coimtry,  who  pursued  them  even  under  their 
guns.  The  action  now  became  general  and  bloody;  our  line,  at  last, 
appeared  to  vaccillate,  but  at  this  moment  the  reserve  being  ordered 
up,  the  whole  returned  to  the  charge,  and  with  an  irresistible 
impetus  carried  every  thing  before  them.  The  resistance  of  the  ene- 
my was  however,  so  obstinate,  that  they  had  to  be  literally  pushed 
from  the  ground  with  the  bayonet.  The  regiment  of  Burgos  com- 
posed  of  the  besMroops  of  Spain,  and  twelve  hundred  strong  was 
not  broken  until  after  repeated  charges,  which  San  Martin  is  said 
to  have  led  in  person.  The  remnant  of  the  enemy's  force  then 
threw  diemselves  into  some  narrow  laoes,  made  by  walls,  and 
under  their  shelter  commenced  the  contest  anew,  but  were  at 
kagth  entirely  overcome.  ,  This  action  lasted  from  noon  imtil  six 
o'clock  in  the  evenhig,  and  was  contested  on  either  side  with  a 
courage  and  firmness  worthy  ot  the  great  prize  which  was  at 
stake;  not  merely  the  independence  of  Chili,  but  perhaps  of  South 
America.  The  history  of  wars  furnish  us  with  few  instances  of 
ft  victory  more  complete;  the  whole  Spanish  army  was  annihilat 
tdi  artiUery,  military  chest,  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  fell  into 
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the  hands  of  San  Martin.  Its  chief  alone  ied  with  some  horse* 
men,  when  be  saw  that  the  day  was  lost.  Ordones»  the  seccmd 
in  oommand,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  officers,  three  thousand 
rank  and  file  surrendered  their  arms,  and  two  thousand  of  their  dead 
covered  the  field  of  batde*  The  loss  of  the  country  did  not  exceed 
one  thousand  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  capital  from  its  extreon^ 
depression  was  now  elevated  to  the  highest  pitch  of  joy.  The  streela 
before  silent  and  fearful,  were  suddenly  filled  by  ^e  inhabitants, 
like  the  blood,  which  after  some  moments  of  deep  suspeace,  and  anx- 
ious fear,  rushes  again  from  the  heart  to  the  extremeties  of  the  body. 
The  scene  which  ensued,  can  only  be  conceived  by  those  who  have 
witnessed  the  sublime  efiiisionsof  popular  feelings  when  each  thinks 
his  own  happiness  that  of  his  posterity,  his  friends,  and  his  coun- 
try are  entirely  involved.  There  was  a  general  and  almost  univer- 
sal exclamation,  *<  At  last  wb  are  nfSEPBHDsiiTr'  while  Ban  Mar- 
tin was  hailed  as  the  genius  of  the  revolution. 
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Manifesto  directed  ta  all  nations  ly  the  General  Constituent  Congress  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  Bio  de  la  Plata. 

Honorable  fame  is  the  jewel  which  mortals  prize  above  exis- 
tence itself,  and  which  it  is  their  duty  to  defend  above  every  earthly 
good,  however  great  and  valuable.  The  government  of  Spain  has 
accused  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  before  the  nations 
of  the  world«  of  perfidy  and  rebellion,  and  has  denounced  as  per- 
fidious and  rebellious,  the  memorable  declaration  of  independence  of 
the  9th  of  July,  181G,  by  the  national  congress  of  Tucuman;  imput- 
ing to  thei9  ideas  of  anarchy,  and  inlcniions  of  introducing  sedicious 
principles  into  other  countries,  at  the  very  moment  of  soliciting  the 
friendship  of  those  countries,  and  their  recognition  of  this  declara- 
tion, that  they  may  assume  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
The  first  among  the  most  sacred  duties  of  the  national  congress  is  to 
do  away  so  foul  an  imputation,and  to  justify  the  cause  of  our. country, 
by  publishing  to  the  world  the  motives,  and  the  cruelties  which  con- 
curred to  impel  to  the  declaration  of  independence.  This  is  not  a 
submission  which  concedes  to  any  one  the  right  to  dispose  of  a  condi- 
tion purchased  by  America  with  torrents  of  blood,  and  every  species 
of  sacrifice,  and  endurance.  It  is  a  duty  of  imperious  obligation 
which  it  owes  to  its  wounded  honor,  and  to  the  ii^spect  due  to  other 
nations. 

We  shall  wave  all  discussion  with  respect  to  the  right  of  con- 
quest, of  papal  grants,  of  other  titles  by  which  the  Spaniards  have  sup- 
ported their  domination:  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  recur  to  principles 
which  may  give  rise  to  theoretic  disputes,  or  to  questions  which  have 
found  advocates.  liVe  appeal  to  facts,  forming  a  lamentable  contrast 
between  the  sufferings  endured  by  us,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Span-^ 
iards.  We  shall  expose  to  view  the  frightful  abyss,  into  which  these 
provinces  were  about  to  be  precipitated,  had  not  the  wall  of  their 
emancipation  been  interposed.  Wc  shall  give  reasons,  the  sound- 
ness of  which  no  rational  being  can  question,  unless  it  be  his  aim  to 
persuade  a  nation  to  renounce  £ir  ever  all  idea  of  .felicity,  and  adopt 
for  its  system  ruin,  opprobrium,  and  shameful  acquiescense.  We 
shall  exhibit  this  picture  to  the  world,  that  no  one  may  contemplate 
it,  without  being  deeply  affected  with  the  same  feelings  that  belong 
to  ourselves. 

From  the  moment  the  Spaniards  took  possession  of  these  coun- 
tries they  thought  only  of  securing  their  power,  of  exterminating, 
and  degrading.  Their  8y3tea>s  of  devastation  were  immediately  set 
on  foot,  and  were  continued  without  intermission  for  three  hundred 
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jrears.  They  began  by  assassioatiDg  the  Incas  of  Peru,  and  they  af-^ 
terwards  practiced  the  same  upon  the  other  chiefs  who  fell  into  their 
power  The  inhabitants  of  the  country,  attempting  to  repel  these 
ferocious  invaders,  become  victims  to  fire,  and  sword,  by  reason  of 
the  inferiority  of  their  arms,  while  their  cities  and  villages  were 
consigned  to  the  flames,  every  where  applied  without  pity  or  discri^^ 
mination. 

The  Spaniards  then  placed  a  barrier  to  the  increase  of  the  popu* 
lation  of  the  country,  they  prohibited  by  vigorous  laws  the  entrance 
of  strangers  into  it,  and  in  latter  times  they  opened  it  to  the  immoraI« 
to  convicts  cast  out  ot  the  peninsula.  Neither  the  vast,  but  beautiful 
deserts,  formed  here  by  exterminating  the  natives;  nor  the  benefit 
which  might  accrue  to  Spain  herself,  by  the  cultivation  of  plains  fer« 
tile  as  they  are  extensive;  nor  the  existence  of  minerals,  the  richest, 
and  most  abundant  of  the  globe;  nor  the  attraction  of  innumerable  pro* 
ductions,  some  until  then  unknown,  others  precious  from  their  intrinsic 
value,and  capable  ot  animating  industry,  and  enlivening  commerce,  car* 
rying  the  one  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  the  other  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
opulence;  nor,  in  fine;  the  unceasing  exertions  necessary  to  keep  the 
lairest  regions  of  the  earth  submerged  in  wretchedness,  had  sufficient 
influence  to  change  the  dark,  and  portentous  policy  of  the  court  of  Mad« 
rid.  From  one  city  to  another  of  this  country,  there  are  hundreds 
of  leagues  lying  wast  and  uninhabited.  £ntire  nations  have  disap« 
peared,  buried  under  the  ruins  of  mines,  or  perishing  in  an  atmos« 
phere  poisoned  with  antimony,  under  the  diabolical  institution  of  the 
mitas.  Neither  the  lamentations  of  all  PerUf  nor  the  energetic  re- 
presentations of  the  most  zealous  ministers,have  been  sufficient  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  system  of  extermination. 

The  science  of  working  mines,  regarded  with  indifference  and 
neglect,  has  remained  without  undergoing  those  improvements  com- 
mon to  other  nations  in  an  enlightened  age;  thus  rudely  wrought,  the 
richest  have  disappeared,  either  by  the  dilapidation  of  excavated  hills, 
or  by  the  influx  of  water.  Other  rare  and  valuable  productions  of 
the  countryi  have  remained  in  the  great  storehouse  of  nature  without 
having  excited  the  attention,  and  zeal  of  the  government;  amd  if  at 
any  time  an  enlightened  individual  presumed  to  publish  tbe^e  ad- 
vantages, he  was  sure  to  be  reprehended  by  the  court,  and  compelled 
to  be  silent,  lest,  possibly,  a  diminution  of  the  demand  for  some  of 
the  productions  ot  Spain  might  ensue. 

It  was  forbidden  to  teach  us  the  liberal  sciences,  we  were  only 
permitted  to  learn  the  Latin  granunar,  the  philosophy  of  the  schools, 
civil,  and  ecclesiastical  jurisprudence.  The  yicelroy  Don  Joaquin. 
Pirio,  gave  much  offence  by  permitting  a  nautical  school  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  in  compliance  with  a  mandate  of  the  court,  it  was  order- 
ed to  be  shut,^  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  ^strictly  prohibited  to 
send  our  youth  to  Paris  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  science  of 
chemistry,  in  order  to  teach  it  on  their  return. 
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^  Commerce  was  ever  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  merchants  of  the 
peainsul%.  and  of  their  consignees  sent  by  them  to  America.  All  public 
offices,  and  employments  belon^;ed  esclusively  to  the  Spaniards,  and  al-« 
though  Americans  were  equally  called  to  them  by  the  laws,  they  were 
appointed  only  in  rare  instances,  and  even  then,  not  without  satiating 
the  cupidity  of  the  court  by  enormous  sums  of  money.  Of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  vice  roys  that  have  governed  in  this  country,  but  four  of  ^ 
them.have  been  Americans;  and  of  six  hundred  and  ten  captains  gen- 
eral, and  governors,  all  but  fourteen  have  been  Spaniards.  The 
same  took  place  in  every  other  post  of  importance,  and  even  amongst 
the  common  clerks  of  offices,  it  was  rare  to  meet  with  Americans* 

£ver\  thing  was  disposed  on  the  part  of  Spain,  in  America,  to  ef- 
fect the  degradation  of  her  sons*  It  did  not  suit  the  policy  of  Spain 
that  sages  should  rise  up  amongst  us,  fearful  lest  men  of  genius  should 
bethink  them  of  advancing  the  condition  of  their  country,  and  of  im- 
proving the  morals,  and  excellent  capacities,  with  which  its  sons  have 
been  gifted  by  their  Creator.  It  was  her  policy  incessantly  to  dimin* 
ish,  and  depress,  our  population,  lest,  one  day,  we  should  imagine 
aught  against  her  domination,  guarded  by  a  force,  contemptible  for 
regions  so  various  and  vast.  Commerce  was  exclusively  confined  to 
herself  from  a  mean  suspicion  that  opulence  would  make  us  proud, 
and  render  us  capable  of  aspiring  to  free  ourselves  from^so  many  vex- 
ations. The  growth  of  industry  was  checked,  in  order  that  the  means 
of  escaping  from  our  wretchedness,  and  poverty,  might  be  denied  us; 
and  we  were  excluded  from  all  participation  in  public  empioyments, 
in  order  that  the  natives  of  the  peninsula  might  have  entire  i^uence 
over  the  country,  so  as  to  form  the  indinati  ms,  and  habits,  nepessa* 
ry  for  retaining  tis  in  a  state  of  dependence,  that  would  neither  per* 
^it  us  to  think,  or  to  act,  but  in  conformity  to  the  modes  dictated  by 
the  Spaniards. 

This  system  was  acted  upon  with  the  utmost  rigor  by  the  vice 
roys:  each  of  them  was  invested  with  the  authority  ofa  visier:  their 
power  was  sufficient  to  annihilate  all  those  who  dared,  to  displease 
them  :  however  great  the  vexations  they  practised,  we  had  to  bear 
them  with  patience,  while  these  were  compared  by  their  satelites,  and 
worshippers  to  the  effeas  of  the  wrath  of  Gfod.  The  complaints 
which  were  addressed  to  the  throne  were  either  lost  in  the  distance 
of  many  thousand  leagues,  over  which  they  had  to  pass,  or  they  were 
smothered  in  the  offices  at  Madrid  by  the  protectors  of  those  who 
tyrannized  over  us.  Not  only  was  this  system  not  softened,  but  there 
was  no  hope  of  its  moderating  in  the  course  of  time.  We  had  no 
Voice,  direct,  or  indirect,  in  legislating  for  our  country:  this  was  done 
for  us  in  Spain,  without  conceding  to  us  the  privilege  of  sending  de^ 
fegates,  or  coonceilors,  to  be  present,  and  to  state  what  would  be 
suitable,  or  otherwise,  as  is  practised  by  the  cities  of  Spain.  Neither 
did  we  possess  such  influence  in  the  government  set  over  us,  as  might 
serve  to  temper  the  severity  of  its  administration.  We  knew  that 
there  was  no  remedy  for  us  but  to  bear  with  patience;  and  that  for 
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him  who  could  not  resign  himself  to  every  abuse  death  -was  consider- 
ed too  light  a  punishment:  for,  in  such  cases,  penalties  have  been  in* 
vented  of  unheard  of  cruelty,  and  rcvolthig  to  every  sentiment  of 
humanity. 

Less  enormous,  and  less  pertinaciously  persevered  in,  were  the 
outrages  which  compelled  Holland  to  take  up  arms,  and  to  free  her- 
self from  Spain;  those  which  induced  Portugnl  to  shake  off  the  same 
yoke;  those  which  placed  the  Swiss,  under  William  Tell,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  emperor  of  Germany;  those  which  induced  the  United 
States  of  North  America  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; or  those  of  mai«y  other  countries,  which,  without  being  sepa- 
rated by  nature  from  their  parent- states,  have  separated  themselves, 
in  order  to  shake  off  an  iron  yoke,  and  to  take  into  their  own  hands 
the  care  of  their  own  felicity,  than  what  we  have  experienced.  We, 
however,  separated  by  an  immense  ocean,  inhabiting  a  country  gifted 
with  every  variety  of  climate,  possessing  distinct  wants,  and  treated 
like  flocks,  and  herds,  have  exhibited  the  singular  (example  of  pa* 
tient  endurance,  under  such  degradation:  remaining  obedient,  even 
when  the  most  seducing  circumstances  presented  themselves  for  cast- 
ing off  the  yoke,  andtlriving  the  Spanish  power  to  the  other  side  of 
the  ocean. 

We  address  ourselves  to  the  nations  of  the  w#rld,  and  to  mani* 
fest  so  much  effronterv,  as  to  think  of  deceiving  them  in  matters  to 
which  they  have  been  witnesses,  is  impossible.  America  remained 
tranquil  during  the  whole  war  of  the  succession,  and  awaited  the  ter- 
minati4ll  of  the  contest  between  the  houses  of  Austria  and  Bourbon, 
in  order  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  Spain.  A  favorable  occasion  then 
presented  itself  to  free  ourselves  from  so  many  vexations;  but  we 
did  not  seize  it,  on  the  contrary  we  exerted  ourselves  in  her  defence, 
arming  in  her  cause  alone,  and  with  a  view  of  maintaining  our  con« 
nexion  with  her.  Without  having  any  concern  in  her  differences  with 
European  nations,  we  have  embarked  in  her  wars,  we  have  suffered 
the  devastations,  we  have  bohi  without  a  murmur  all  the  privations  to 
which  we  were  exposed  by  her  nullit;y  on  the  ocean,  one  of  which  was 
the  interruption  of  the  usual  communication  with  her. 

In  the  year  1806,  our  country  was  invaded:  an  English  expedi- 
tion surprised  and  captured  Buenos  Ay  res,  the  capital,  through  the 
imbecility  of  the  vice  roy,  who,  though  without  European  troops,  had 
numerous  resources  fully  adequate,  which  he  knew  not  how  to  avail 
himself  of.  We  prayed  assistance  from  the  court  to  enable  us  to  de- 
fend ourselves  against  a  new  expedition  which  threatened  us,  and  the 
consolation  we  received  was  a  royal  mandate  to  defend  ourselves  as 
we  could.  The  following  year  the  eastern  shore  (Banda  Oriental)^ 
was  occupied  by  a  new  and  more  formidable  expedition:  the  town  of 
Monte  Yideo  was  besieged,  and  uken  by  assult:  here  the  British 
troops  were  augmented,  and  a  powerful  force  prepared  for  making 
'  another  attack  on  the  capital,  and  in  fact  tfie  attack  was  made  a  few 
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mooihs  afterwards;  happily  the  valor  of  our  citizens  triumphed 
over,  the  ^netny  in  the  assault,  compelling  him,  after  a  brilliant  vie* 
tory,  to  evacuate  Monte  Video,  and  the  whole  of  the  eastern  riiore. 

A  more  favorable  opportunity  of  rendering  ourselves  indepen- 
dent could  not  have  been  desired  than  that  which  now  presented  it^ 
St  If,  if  the  spirit  of  rebellion  or  perfidy  had  been  capable  of  moving 
us,  or  if  we  had  been  susceptible  of  those  principles  of  anilrchy 
and  sedition  imputed  to  us.  At  that  time  we  had  abundant 
cause  for  doiog  what  we  have  since  done.  It  was  by  no  mean» 
our  duty  to  be  indifferent  to  the  sUte  of  degradation,  in  which 
we  had  so  long  existed.  If  at  any  time  victory  authorizes  thcr 
conqueror  to  be  the  arbiter  of  his  own  destinies,  we  might 
justly  then  have  fixed  ours;  we  were  with  arms  in  our  hands, 
triumphat,  and  there  was  not  a  single  Spanish  regiment  to  opposo 
us;  and  if  neither  victory  nor  force  can  give  right,  ours  was  still  grea^ 
ter  no  longer  to  tolerate  the  domination  of  Spain.  We  had  nothing 
to  apprehend  from.the  forces  of  the  peninsula;  its  ports  were  blocks 
aded,  and  the  seas  commanded  by  the  fleets  of  Britain.  Notwith* 
standing  the  favorable  conjuncture  thus  presented  to  us  by  fortune, 
we  chose  to  preserve  our  connection  with  Spain,  hoping  by  this  dia^ 
tinguished  proof  of  loyalty  to  effect  a  change  in  the  system  of  the 
court,  and  render  it  sensible  of  its  true  interest. 

But  we  flattered  ourselves  with  vain  hopes.  Spain  did  not  re* 
gard  this  conduct  as  an  evidence  of  the  generosity  of  our  disposi^ 
tions,  but  as  a  bare  act  of  duty.  America  still  continued  to  be  ruled 
with  the  same  tyranny,  and  our  sacrifices,  though  most  heroic,  had 
no  other  effect,  than  to  add  a  few  more  pages  to  the  history  of  that 
oppression,  under  which  we  had  so  long  groaned. 

Such  was  the  situation  in  which  we  were  found  by  the  revoki* 
tion  of  Spain.  We,  who  were  habituated  to  yield  a  blind  obedience 
to  all  her  mandates,  readily  acknowledged  Ferdinand  the  7th  of 
Bourbon,  although  raised  to  the  throne  by  a  tumult  at  Aranjuez^ 
which  deposed  his  father.  We  saw  him  soon  after  pass  over  into 
France;  we  saw  him  there  detained  with  his  parents^  and  brothers) 
and  deprived  of  the  crown  which  he  had  just  usurped.  We  saw*, 
that  Spain,  eveiy  where  occupied  by  French  troops,  was  shaken  to 
her  centre,  and  that  in  her  civil  convulsions,  the  most  distinguished 
individuals,  f^ho  governed  with  wisdom  in  the  provinces,  or  served 
with  honor  in  her  armies,  fell  victims  to  the  insensate  fury  of  rivals* 
That  in  the  midst  of  these  vibrations,  gavemments  rose  up  in  each  of 
tfiose  provinces,  styling  themselves  supreme,  and  claiming  sovreign 
authority  over  America.  A  junta  of  this  kind,  formed  at  SeviUe^ 
had  the  presumption  to  be  the  first  to  demand  our  obedience,  and  we 
were  obliged  by  our  vice  roys  to  recognize  and  yield  it  submission* 
In  less  than  two  months,  another,  entitled  the  supreme  junu  of 
GkiUicia,  pretended  to  the  same  right,  and  sent  us  a  vice  roy,  with 
the  indecent  menace,  that  thirty  thousand  men  should  alio  be  sent 
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if  necessary*  The  Junta  Central  next  erected  itself:  we  immediately 
obeyed  it,  without  having  had  the  slightest  share  in  its  formation, 
zealon^  and  efficaciously,  complying  with  all  its  decrees.  We  sent 
succours  of  money,  voluntary  donationsi  and  supplies  of  every  kind;, 
to  prove  that  our  fidelity  would  stand  any  trial  to  which  it  could  be 
•objected. 

We  had  been  tempted  by  the  agents  of  king  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
smd  great  promises  were  held  out  to  us  of  bettering  our  condition, 
should  we  unite  ourselves  with  his  interests.  We  knew  that  the 
Spaniards  of  greatest  note  had  already  declared  for  him;  that  the  na- 
tion was  without  armies,  and  without  the  vigorous  direction  requi* 
site  in  moments  of  so  much  difficulty.  We  were  informed  that  the 
troops  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  who  were  prisoners  at  London,  after  the 
Crst  expedition  of  the  English^  had  been  conducted  to  Cadic,  and 
there  treated  with  the  greatest  inhumanity,  and  that  in  a  state  of  na* 
kcdness  they  had  been  sent  oif  to  fight  against  the  French,  Yet  our 
situation  continued  unchanged  until  the  Aodelusias  having  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  French>  the  Junta  Central  was  dispersed. 

Under  these  circumstances  there  was  published  a  paper,  without 
date,  and  signed  only  by  the  archbishop  of  Laodicca,  who  had  been 
president  of  the  extinguished  Junta  Central.  By  this  paper  a  regen- 
cy was  ordered  to  be  formed,  and  three  persons  as  those  who  should 
compose  it,  were  designated.  An  occurrence!  so  unexpected,  could 
not  but  cause  us  to  hesitate  and  ponder  over  it  Seriously.  Our  situ* 
ation  became  alarming,  and  we  had  reason  to  be  apprehensive  of 
being  involved  in  the  misfortunes  of  the  capital.  We  reflected  upon 
its  uncertain  and  vibrating  state,  more  especially  as  the  French  had 
already  presented  before  the  gates  of  Cad-iz  and  the  island  of  Leon: 
we  distrusted  the  new  regents,  who  were  unknown  to  us,  the  most 
distinguished  Spaniards  having  passed  over  to  the  French,  the 
Junta  Central  dissolved,  its  members  denounced  as  traitors  in  the, 
public  papers.  We  saw  the  inefficacy  of  the  decree  published  by  the 
archbishop  of  Laodicea,  and  the  insufficiency  of  his  powers  for  the 
establishment  of  a  regency;  we  knew  not  but  that  the  French  had 
taken  possession  of  Cadiz,  and  completed  the  conquest  of  Spain  in 
the  interval  which  must  elapse  before  these  papers  could  come  to 
our  hands;  and  we^oubted  whether  a  government,  formed  out  of  the 
fragments  of  the  Junta  Central,  would  not  soon  nieet  with  the  same 
fate*  Considering  the  perils  which  surrounded  us,  we  resolved  to 
take  upon  ourselves  the  care  of  our  own  safety,  until  we  should  ob« 
tain  better  information  of  the  true  condition  of  Spain,  and  whether 
her  government  had  acquired  stability.  Instead  of  discovering  this 
stability,  we  soon  learned  the  fall  of  the  regency,  and  saw  it  succeded 
by  continual  changes  of  government  in  moments  the  most  arduous 
and  critical. 

In  the  meanwhile  we  formed  our  junta, sn  imitation  of  those  of 
Spain.    It  was  purely  provisional^  and  in  the  fiame  of  our  captive 
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iiog.  The  vice  toy  Don  Baltasar  Hidaldo  Cisneros  detpatdied  cir- 
culars to  the  provincial  governors,  in  order  to  light  up  the  flacoea  of 
civil  war*  and  arm  provinces  againn  provinces. 

The  Rio  de  la  Plata  was  immediatelv  blockaded  by  a  squadrons 
the  governor  of  Cordova  immediately  set  about  raising  an  armjri  tue 
governor  of  Potosi  and  the  president  of  Charcas,  marched  with  ano» 
ther  to  (be  cooiines  of  Satia,  and  the  president  of  Cusco  presenting 
himself  with  a  third  army  on  the  margin  of  the  Desaguedero  emtered 
into  an  armistice  of  forty  days^  and  before  its  term  had  elapsed  re^ 
commenced  hostilities,  attacked  our  troops,  and  a  bloody  battle  enso* 
ed,  in  which  he  lost  fifteen  hundred  men.  Memory  is  horror-struck 
in  recalling  the  abominable  cruelties  then  perpetrated  by  Ooyeneche 
in  Cochabamba.  Would  to  Godi  it  were  possible  to  forget  this  ui^ 
grateful  American,  who,  on  the  day  of  his  entrance  into  the  city,  or- 
dered the  respectable  governor  intendant  Antesana  to  be  shot,  anA 
observing  with  complacency,  from,  the  balcony  of  his  house,  this  iuf- 
iquitous  assassination,  ferociously  cried  out  to  bis  troops  not  to  shoot 
the  victim  in  the  head,  as  it  was  wanted  to  be  stuck  upon  a  pike,  and 
when  it  was  severed  from  the  body,  the  headless  trunk  was  dragged 
through  the  streets,  while  at  the  same  tiiAe  the  bruul  soldiers  were 
faarberously  permitted  to  dispose  at  pleasure  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  inhabitants  during  many  successive  days. 

Posterity  will  be  shocked  by  the  ferocity  manifested  towards  us 
by  men,  who  ought  to  have  been  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Americans;  and  they  will  regard  with  astonishment  the  madness  of 
attemptitig  to  punish  as  a  crime  an  act  marked  with  the  indelible  seiA 
of  fidelity  and  love.     The  name  ot  Ferdmand  of  Bourbon  preceded 

all  the  acts  of  the  government,  and  headed  its  public  documents. 

The  Spanish  flag  waved  on  our  vessels,  and  served  to  animate  oar 
soldiers*  The  provinces  seeing  themselve  reduced  to  a  kind  of  or- 
phanage by  the  dispersion  of  the  national  government,  by  the  want  of 
another  of  a  legitimate  character,  and  capable  of  commanding  respect, 
and  by  the  conquest  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  mother  country,  had 
raised  up  for  themselves  an  argus  to  watch  for  their  safety,  and  to 
preserve  them  entire,  so  that  they  might  be  restored  to  the  captive 
king,  in  case  he  should  regain  his  liberty.  This  measure  was  saoc« 
tioned  by  the  example  of  Spain  herself,  and  produced  by  her  deda* 
ration,  that  America  was  an  integral  part  of  the  monarchy,  possess- 
ing equal  rights,  and  which  had  already  been  practised  in  Monte  Vi- 
deo, at  the  instance  of  the  Spaniards  themselves.  We  offered  to  con- 
tinue our  pecuniary  aids  for  the  prosecution  of  the  ii^ar,and  a  thousand 
times  published  the  uprightness,  and  sincerity  of  our  intentions.—- 
Great  Britain  to  which  Spain  was  then  so  much  indebted,  interposed 
her  mediation,  and  good  offices,  to  prevent  our  being  treated  in  a 
manner  so  harsh,  and  severe.  But  the  Spaniards  weie  fixed  in  their 
sanguinary  caprice,  rejected  the  mediation,  and  despatched  rigorous 
orders  to  all  cheir  generals  to  prosecute  thecastigationof  the  Ameri* 
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cans  with  redoubliiig  activity;  scaffolds  were  every  where  erected^  and 
iogenuity  was  taxe4  for  inventions  to  frighten  and  afflict. 

From  thenceforward,  no  pains  were  spared,  and  no  oneans  left 
untried,  ta  divide,  and  engage  us  in  mutual  extermination.  They 
liave  spread  abroad  the  most  atrocious  calumnies  against  us,  attribute 
ing  to  us  the  intention  of  renouncing  our  holy  religion,  and  of  encour- 
^ing  an  mibounded  licentiousness  of  manners.  They  have  made  a 
jreligious  war  against  us,  contriving  by  a  thousand  ways  to  disturb,  and 
^darm  the  conscience,  and  causing  the  Spanish  bishop  to  publish  ec- 
clesiastical censures,  and  excommunications,  and  to  sow  through  the 
iqeans  of  some  ignorant  confessors  fanatical  doctrines  even  in  the  pe- 
nitential tribunal.  By  mesins  of  those  religious  discords,  families 
-have  been  divided  against  themselves;  they  have  occasioned  dissen* 
•lions  between  father  apd  son;  they  have  broken  asunder  the  delightful 
ities  which  unite  husband  and  wife;  they  have  sown  rancour,  and 
•hatred  between  the  most  affectionate  brothers;  they  have,  in  fine,  en- 
deavored to  poison  all  the  harmony  of  society. 

They  have  adopted  the  dreadful  system  of  putting  men  to  death 
indiscriminately,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  diminish  our  numbers; 
and  on  entering  our  towns  have  been  known  to  put  to  death  even  the 
tinfortunate  market  people^  driving  them  into  the  public  square  in 
groups,  and  shooting. them  down  with  cold  blooded,  wanton  cruelty, 
^llie  cities  of  Chuquisaca,  and  Cochabamba  have  more  than  once^ 
been  theatres  of  this  shocking  barbarity. 

They  have  compelled  our  soldiers,  taken  prisoners,  to  serve 
against  their  wills  in  the  ranks  of  their  armies,  carrying  the  officers  in 
irons  to  distant  outposts,  where  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  preserve 
•health  for  a  single  year,  while  others  have  been  starved  to  death 
in  dungeons,  and  many  have  been  forced  to  labor  on  the  public 
works,  lliey  have  wantonly  shot  the  bearer  of  flags  of  truce,  and 
have  committed  the  utmost  horrors  upon  chiefs  after  their  surren- 
der, and  other  principal  personages,  notwithsundioj^  the  humanity 
ihat  had  been  shown  by  us  to  those  prisoners  who  fell  into  our  hands; 
in  proof  of  this  assertion  we  need  only  mention  the  Deputy  Matos  of 
Potosi,  captain  general  Pumacagua,  general  Angulo,  and  his  brother, 
the  commandant  Munecas,  and  other  partizao  chiefs,  shot  in  cold, 
•blood,  many  days  after  having  surrendered  as  prisoners, 

In  the  district  of  Yalle  Grande  they  indulged  themselves  in  the 
brutal  sport  of  cutting  off  the  ears  of  the  natives,  and  then  transmit* 
ting  apanier  full  of  them  to  head  quarters;  they  afterwards  destroy- 
ed the  town  by  fire;  burnt  about  forty  populous  villages  of  Peru,  and 
took  a  hellish  pleasure  in  shutting  up  the  inhabitants  in  their  houses 
before  setting  them  on  fire,  in  order  that  their  unhappy  victims 
might  be  burnt  alive. 

They  have  not  only  shewn  themselves  cruel  and  implacable,  in 
murdering  our  countrj-men,  but  they  have  thrown  aside  all  regard*  to 
decency  and  morality,  causing  old  men  of  the  religious*profession,  in 
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tbe  public  DUces,and  women,  made  fast  to  a  caoDOD,  but  first  strippe4 
natedy  and  their  bodies  exposed  to  shame. 

They  have  established  an  inquisitorial  system  for  all  these  pun* 
ishments:  they  have  dragged  out  peaceful  inhabitants  from  their  hous- 
es, and  transported  them  across  the  ocean  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences,  and  have  executed  witi^out  trial  a  multitude  of  citizens. 

Th^y  have  chased  our  vessels,  sacked  our  sea-coasts,  murdered 
defenceless  inhabitants  without  sparing  clergymen,  and  those  in  ex- 
treme old  age;  by  the  order  of  general  Pezuella,  they  burnt  tbe  towii 
of  PunO|  and  meeting  with  no  others,  they  put  to  the  sword  old  men 
women,  and  children.  They  have  excited  atrocious  conspiracies 
among  the  Spaniards  residing  in  the  midst  of  \is,  imposing  upon  us 
the  painfiU  necessity  of  putting  to  death  the  fathers  of  numerous 
fjamilies. 

They  have  compelled  our  brothers  and  Sons  to  fiil^e  qp  arms 
against  us,  and  forming  armies  by  the  impressment  of  thp  natives  of  ^ 
Peru,  have  compelled  them  under  the  command  of  Spanish  officers  ti^ 
fight  against  our  troops.  They  have  excited  domestic  .insurrections, 
corrupting  with  money,  and  every  species  of  seduction,  the  pacific  io* 
habitants  of  the  country,  in  order  to  involve  us  in  a  frightful  anarchy^ 
and  to  enable  them  to  attack  us  weakened  and  divided.  They  have 
displayed  a  new  invention  of  horror,  in  poisoning  fountains  and  food, 
when  beaten  in  La  Paz  by  general  Pinelo;  and  the  mildness  with 
which  they  were  treated,  when  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion, 
was  rewarded  by  the  barbarous  act  of  blowing  up  the  barracks,  which 
had  been  previously  mined  for  the  purpose. 

They  have  had  the  baseness  to  attempt  to  tamper  with  Qur  gov- 
ernors, and  generals,  and  abusing  the  sacred  privilege  of  ^gs  of 
truce:  they  have  repeatedly  written  letters  inciting  to  treason.  They 
have  declared  th^t  the  laws  of  war,  recognized  by  civiliaed  nations, 
ought  not  to  be  observed  towards  us,  and  with  contemptuous  indif- 
ference replied  to  general  Belgrano  that  treaties  cotild  not  be  enter- 
ed into,  or  kept,  with  insurgents* 

Such  had  been  the  conduct  of  Spaniards  towards  us  when  Ferdi- 
nand of  Bourbon  was  restored  to  the  throne.  We  then  believed  that 
the  termination  of  our  troubles  had  at  last  arrived;  it  seemed  to  us^ 
that  the  king,  who  had  been  formed  in  adversity,  would  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  miseries  of  his  people;  we  therefore  despatched  a  de- 
puty to  him,  to  make  known  our  situation.  We  could  not  doubt  but 
that  he  would  give  us  a  reception  worthy  a  benign  prince*  and  tha^ 
he  would  fed  an  interest  in  our  supplications,  as  well  from  gratitude 
as  from  that  beneficence,  which  the  Spanish  countries  had  praised  tQ 
the  skies.  But  a  new,  and  before  unknown  ingratitude  was  reserved 
to  be  experienced  by  the  countries  of  America,  surpassing  all  exanv- 
ple  that  the  history  of  the  worst  of  tynnts  can  present.  / 

Scarcely  had  he  returned  to  Madrid,  when  he,without  ceremony, 
at  once,  declared  us  insurgents.    He  disdained  to  listen  to  our  con\- 
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plaintSi  err  hearken  to  our  supplications,  tendering  a  pardon  as  the 
only  favor  he  could  offer.  Ue  confirmed  in  authority  the  vicm 
^•oys,  governors,  and  generals,  who  had  perpetrated  the  bloody  deedi 
before  detailed.  He  declared  as  a  crime  of  state,  the  having  pretend^^ 
ed  to  form  a  constitution  for  ourselves,  that  we  might  be  ^  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  capricious,  arbitrary,  and  tyranic  power,  to 
which  we  had  been  subjected  for  three  centuries;  a  measure  whicH 
could  displease  none  but  a  prince,  who  is  inimical  to  justice  and  be* 
neficence,  and  consequently  unworthy  of  ruliDg. 

With  the  aid  of  his  ministers,  he  a^once  set  to  work  in  collecting 
forces  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  against  us.  He  caused  numer* 
ous  armies  to  be  transported  to  this  country,  in  order  to  complete  the 
devastations,  conflagrations,  and  robberies,  so  well  begun.  He  avails 
ed  himself  of  the  moment  when  complimented  by  the  principal  Eu« 
ropean  powers  on  his  return  from  France,  to  engage  them  to  deny^  us 
every  succor,  and  to  look  on  with  indifference,  while  he  was.  gratify* 
ing  the  cruelty  of  his  disposition  in  destroying  us. 

He  has  established  a  peculiar  regulation  for  the  treatment  of 
American  privateers,  barbarously  ordering  their  crews  to  be  hanged; 
he  has  forbidden  the  observance  towards  us  of  the  Spanish  naval  or- 
dinance, established  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  he  ha 
denied  every  thing  to  us  which  we  invariably  allow  to  his  subjects 
captured  by  our  cruisers.  He  sent  his  generals  with  decrees  of  par- 
don which  they  caused  to  be  published  with  no  view  but  to  deceive 
the  simple,  and  ignorant,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  entrance  into  cities 
and  towns;  but  giving  at  the  same  time  private  instructions,  author* 
izing,  and  commanding  them  after  having  thus  obtained  possession^ 
to  hang,  burn,  sack,  confiscate,  assassinate,  and  to  inflict  every  possi- 
ble suffering,  on  such  as  had  availed  themselves  of  such  suppositious 
pardons.  It  is  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  of  Bourbon  that  the  heads 
of  captured  patriot  officers  have  been  stuck  up  on  the  highways;  thai" 
a  distinguished  partizan  leader  has  been  actually  empaled;  and  that 
the  monster  Cenuno,  after  having  tnurdered  col.  Gamargo  in  the 
same  manner,  cut  off  his  head,  and  sent  it  as  a  present  to  genend 
Pezuela,  informing  him  that  it  was  a  miracle  of  the  Virgin  deJXktr^ 
fkeru 

It  has  been  by  a  torrent  of  evils,  and  bitter  afflictions  si|ch  a« 
these,  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  take  the  only  course,  that  re- 
mained to  us.  We  reflected  deeply  on  our  situation,  and  future  fate^ 
and  turning  our  eyes  to  every  quarter,  we  were  unaf)let  to  see  any 
thing  but  the  three  elements,  of  which  it  must  necessarily  be  com- 
posed, opprobrium,  ruin,  and  abject  submission.  What  could  Amerr 
ica  expect  from  a  king,  actuated  at  the  very  moment  of  seating  him- 
self on  the  throne  by  sentiments  sO  inhuman?  Of  a  king,  who  pre- 
vious to  commencing  his  devastations,  hastened  to  prevent  the  inter- 
position of  any  other  prince  to  restrain  the  effects  orhis  insensate^  fu- 
ryl  Of  a  king,  who  has  no  other  rewards  but  chains,  and  gibbets,  for 
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theimmenae  sacrifices  oCjtiis  Spanish  subjects  in  releasing  him  froin 
captivity?  Of  subjects,  who,  at  the  expense  of  their  bloody  and  of  ev- 
ay  privation,  have  redeemed  him  from  a  prison,  in  order  to  bind  his 
temples  with  a  crown?  If  those  men,  to  whom  he  owed  so  much, 
thus  received  death,  were  doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  or  to 
base  slavery,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  having  framed  a  consd* 
tntion,  what  might  we  not  expect  to  be  reserved  for  us.  To  hope  for 
a  benign  treatment  from  him,  and  from  his  bloody  ministers,  would 
have  been  to  seek  among  tigers  for  the  mildness  of  the  dove. 

Then,  indeed,  would  have  been  repeated  towards  us  the  ensan- 
guined scenes  of  Caracas,  Carthsgena,  Quito,  and  Santa  Fee;  we 
ahould  then  have  spumed  the  ashes  of  the  eighty  thousand  persons 
who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  enemy,  and  whose  illus- 
tridus  names  with  justice  call  for  revenge,  and  we  should  have  meri- 
ted the  execrations  of  every  succeeding  generation,  condemned  to 
serve  a  master,  always  disposed  to  treat  them,  and  who  by  his  nulli- 
ty on  the  sea  has  become  impotent  to  protect  them  from  foreign  in- 
vasion. 

We  therefore,  thus  impelled  by  the  Spaniards,  and*  their  king 
having  declared  ourselves  independent,  and  in  self  defence  against 
tyranny,  have  staked  our  honors,  our  lives,  and  our.  fortunes.  We 
have  sworn  before  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  Universe,  that  we  wiU 
never  renounce  the  cause  of  justice^  that  we  will  not  permit  the 
country  which  he  gave  us  to  be  buried  beneath  ruins,  and  submerged 
in  blood  by  the  hands  of  executioners;  thst  we  shall  never  fornt 
die  obligaUons  that  we  owe  to  save  her  from  the  dangers  which 
threaten  her,  nor  the  sacred  right  to  require  of  us  all  necessary  sa- 
crifices to  prevent  her  from  being  soiled  by  the  foul  footsteps  of  ty« 
rants  and  usurpers*  This  declaration  is  engraven  on  our  hearts, 
diat  we  may  never  cease  to  ^combat  in  her  cause.  And  at  the 
tame  time  that  we  unfold  to  the  world  the  motives  that  have  induced 
to  this  step,  we  have  the  honor  to  make  known  our  desire  of  living 
in  peace  with  aU,  and  even  with  Spsun  herself  from  the  moment 
she  thinks  proper  to  accept  our  offer. 

Given  at  the  congressional  hall  in  Buenos  Ayres,  35th  of 
October,  1816. 

JDr.  Fedrof  Jgnacio  de  Castro  y  Banos^ 

Pknidentg 
Jo9€  Eimnio  dc' Ebasy 
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ilotesi  ivhich  the  Secretarjr  of  State,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  of  foreign  relations,  places  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
the  Deputies  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  President  of  those  States. 

The  nation  is  styled  the  United  Provinces  of  South  America. 

The  number  and  denomination  of  each,  vfhh  its  intendencies 
and  chief  towns  of  districts  (Cabezas  de  Pardido)  according  to  the 
former  state  of  the  vice  royalty  appears  in  Document  No.  1. 

In  1814.  five  more  provinces  were  erected,  whose  names  are, 
Tucumax,  Mendoza  or  Cuyo,  Corrientes,  Entre  Rios,  and  Orientsd 
del  Bio  de  la  Plata. 

The  capitals  of  the  two  latter,  are  the  town  of  Conception  del 
tlrugway  or  Arroyade  la  China,  and  the  city  of  Monte  Video. 

Out  of  the  fourteen  provinces,  into  which  the  territory  of  the  an* 
cient  vice  royalty  is  now  subdivided,  there  are  nine  in  the  hands  of 
the  patriots,  which  are  stated  in  said  document  under  the  title  of 
free  provinces;  and  those  occupied  with  troops  or  under  the  influ« 
ence  of  the  Spanish  army,  are  the  other  five,  whose  names  are,  Poto- 
si,  Plata  or  charcas,  Cochabamba,  la  Paz  and  Puno. 

In  all  the  territory  of  the  ancient  royalty,  there  is  but  one  arch* 
bishopric,  which  is  that  of  La  ^l^ta,  and  six  bishopricks  which  are 
stated  in  said  document,  under  the  denomination  of  Suffragans. 

The  territory  of  the  United  Provinces,  contains  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  square  leagues.  Their  population  according  to 
the  nearest  estimate  amounts  to  one  million,  three  hundred  thousand^ 
without  including  the  aborigines.  Their  productions,  manufactures^ 
and  articles  of  commerce  wilz  be  seen  in  statement,  No.  2. 

The  political  state  of  the  provinces  called  free,  is  quiet  and  tran* 
quif;  they  are  under  the  influence  of  the  supreme  direction  of  the 
states,  which  resides  in  Buenos  Ayres.  They  have  their  governors 
m  the  intendencies,  or  capitals:  laeutenant  governors  in  the  chief 
towns,  villages  &c.  The  province  of  Assumption  del  Paraguay, 
hata  independent  sUte,  as  also  the  Oriental  del  Rio. 

The  funds,  public  revenues,  and  annual  expenditureai  will  be 
Sff B  in  the  statement,  No.  S,  with  the  notes  on  the  same. 

The  land  miVitary  force  of  the  united  territory,  appears  in  the 
statement  No.  4  and  5,  the  latter  shews  the  amount  of  arms,  and  mu- 
Ditiona  of  war,  which  it  possesses  in  its  armiea,  parks,  in  its  manufiac* 
lories,  and  its  armory. 

The  naval  force  willbe  seen  in  the  statement  Nos.  6  and  7. 

The  authority  of  the  supreme  director,  of  his  secretarieSf  and  c^ 
the  tribunals  of  justice,  are  detailed  in  the  provincial  regulationa^  a 
copy  of  which  is  annexed  under  No*  8. 
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There  is  a  tribunal  of  prises,  which  is  composed  of  the  secretar]^ 
of  the  war  dcpartfltient;  the  president  of  the  chamber  of  appeab;  th6 
assessor  delgoviemo^  and  the  auditor  general  of  war;  there  is  an- 
other tribunal  which  takes  cognisance  of  appeab  from  the  decisiona 
of  the  former,  and  is  composed  of  the  supreme  director  of  the  state^ 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  government^  and  for  foreign  affairs  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  This  trtbanal  takes  cognisance  dso» 
in  case  of  supplication,  and  all  being  subject  to  the  regiatmento  dd 
corso,  No.  9,  and  other  special  regulations,  which,  although  not  ap« 
pearing  in  the  provincial  regulations,  esublished  by  congresS|  are 
notwithstanding  been  approved  by  the  same. 

At  the  present  moment  the  formation  of  a  constitution  for  the 
state,  is  in  progress.  A  committee  consisting  of  men&bers  of  con- 
gress are.  assiduously  engaged,  and  will  soon  present  a  project  of  the 
cotistitution. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  according  the  cen- 
sus of  1815,  amounted  to  fifty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety* 
nine  inhabitants.  This  census  was  inaccurate  and  underrated.  Since 
then,  the  emigration  of  foreigners  has  been  unusually  great,  as  also 
the  emigration  of  numerous  families  from  the  Banda  Oriental,  and 
Entre  Bios,  so  that  its  population  is  at  present  estimated  at  sixty-two 
thousand  souls. 

'  Besides  other  institutions,  this  capital  has,  what  is  called  the 
colegio  seminario;  another  institution 'for  the  educailonofyouthy 
called  the  Umon  of  the  South,  will  be  opened  on  the  25th  May  next, 
with  a  general  plan  of  education,  particularly  of  the  languages^  and 
sciences:  there  is  also  an  academy  of  jurisprudence:  one  of  drawings 
four  of  the  study  of  medicine,  and  board  for  the  examination  of 
those  who  prepare  to  practice. 

There  are  three  printing  offices,  a  public  library  with  twen^ 
thousand  volumes:  schools  for  teaching  the  first  elements  in  every 
parish:  there  is  asociety  of  men  of  taste  for  the  stage:  another  of 
friends  of  the  country:  another  of  agriculture:  a  cannon  foundery:  a 
manufactory  of  small  arms:  one  of  swords:  an  armory,  three  parks  of 
artillery:  three  powder  magazinesi  and  a  variety  of  manufactories  in 
different  branches. 

The  independence  of  the  state  was  declared  at  Tucumar  the 
9th  of  July,  1816,  the  congress  being  assembled  at  that  place,  and 
there  sanctioning  it.  To  obtain  its  acknowledgment  by  foreign  pow- 
ers, communications  and  invitations  have  been  made  to  them,  and  in 
Elnt>pe  there  is  an  e^voy  extraordinary  to  its  several  courts,  he  is 
doctor  Beraardine  de  Rivadavia. 

These  provinces  have  been  defacto  independent  of  Spain  since 
the  year  1810,  when  they  openly  made  war  upon  her  in  Pctru,  in  Fk- 
ragway  and  in  Monte  Video.  £2early  in  1813,  as  soon  as  the  province 
of  Potosi  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  patriots,  they  coined  money 
there,  impressed  with  arms  of  the  state,  hoisted  the  national  flag, 


and  took  otker  public  steps,  which  were  equifaleM  le  the  i 
Itmn  decUration  of  the  new  raok  which  thev  assitined. 

They  armed  a  considerable  niuaber  of  privateers,  which  have 
ruined  the  Spanish  tradcy  and  they  have  even  Uockaded  some  pons 
m  the  peninsula* 

It  was  not  the  proclamation  of  independence  which  gave  origiai 
to  the  righu  of  the  Americans^  it  merely  recognized  them»  as  ihtf 
had  before  existed,  and  had  been  claimed  since  uie  memorable  epodm 
of  the  2dth  of  May,  1810. 

It  appears  unaecessary  to  make  any  further  explanations  of  those 
facts  and  circumstances,  which  having  come  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  commissioners,  particularly  of  late,  must  have  afforded  the  inf  or- 
matioo^desired^ 

ORE60RUTAGLE. 

Buen$i  Aytti^  Sffil  %l^  1818. 
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[No.  2.] 

Shewing  the ftroAictioua^  mamtfaeture9,emdkraHehe»ef*tmmer»f9f 
the  free  Intendenctes  and  their  dependencies, 

BUENOS  ATBES. 

Grain,  hides,  tallow,  wool,  hair,  horns.  These  are  an  inev* 
haustible  supply  of  commercial  resources:  the  trade  with  the  Pam- 
pas Indians  alone  in  montas.  wool,  salt,  bridle  reins,  and  feathers, 
exceed  the  sum  of  %  100,000  per  annum* 

PARAGUAY. 

Wood  of  a  superior  quality  of  many  varieties;  the  herb  mati, 
tobacco,  guambe,  and  peasaba  for  cables,  honey  and  molasses,  dried 
sweetmeats,  sugar,  rice,  cotton  cloths^  various  kinds  of  gums  and 
raisins,  beautiful  birds. 

CORDOVA. 

Grain,  hides,  woollen  and  cotton  cloths,  raising  of  males  and 
herds,  excellent  lime,  minerals  of  gold  and  silver. 

MENDOZA. 

Dried  fruits  of  many  different  kinds,  wines,  and  brandy,  grain, 
cattle,  woollen  cloths,  carriage  of  goods,  and  wagons  for  the  transpor* 
tation  of  commodities  to  Chili,  Buc^nos  Ayres,  and  other  provinces, 
minerak  of  gold. 

TUCUMAX. 

Woods,  grain,  rice,  oranges,  mani,  tobacco,  honey,  wax,  excel- 
lent cheese,  woollen  and  cotton  cloths,  raising  of  herds,  transportatiat 
of  merchandise!  and  wagons. 

SALTA^ 

The  raising  of  herds,  mules,  of  which  there  is  annually  sent 
seventy  or  eighty  thousand  head  to  Peru,  grain,  sugar,  honey,  molas* 
ses,  and  brandys,  wool  of  a  superior  quality,  as  also  of  the  vacuna, 
cloths  of  it,  woods,  minerals  of  gold  and  silver,  copper,  iron,  and  tin, 
sulphur^  allum,  and  vitriol. 

15 
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CORIENTES. 

Hides,  hair,  cotton,  agi,  mant  of  different  kinds,  honey*  dried 
sweetmeats,  sugar,  charcoal,  cotton  and  woollen  cloths. 

ENTRE  RIOS  AND  BANDA  ORIENTAU 

Ox  hides,  horse  hides,  deer  skins,  otter  and  chin  cbilla  stcinSi 
tallow,  dried  and  salt  meat. 

Buenos  Jyres,  Jipril  21^  ±S18. 
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Mxfositim  of  the  property  andjunda  of  the  otate^  in  all  their  varioua 

classes. 

In  cash  in  the  treafluries  of  the  state,  of 

the  custom  house,  post  office,  and 

P«>Ucc 33,963  It 

In  good  unsetded  accounts  of  former 

years 8,554,404  «J 

Deposits  -  .  ...  .  6,429  2J 

In  capitals  of  temporarities  at  5  per  cent. 

interest         -  -  -  -  -  93,359  3} 


Di  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  Commonwealth. 


a,6S8,156  ±1 


By  value  of  the  effects  in  the  storehouses 

of  the  treasury  •  -  2,263,104  1^ 

Of  amount  in  custom  house  chests  2,233  2% 

Of  the  custom  house  and  resguardia  and 

fifteen  vesseb        •  •  •        12,197 

Of  the  marine  and  fifteen  vessels  •       188,199 

By  value  of  the  public  library  -       158,322  3 J 

Bv  idem  of  the  commissariat  of  clothing        53,462  3  J 

By  idem  of  edifices  belonging  to  the  state, 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  secre- 
Ury  of  the  treasury  -  928|625  4 

By  idem  of  others,  in  which  the  state  has 

an  interest  ...         70,000 

By  idem  of  mathematical  instruments  2,184  4 

By  idem  of  the  articles  belonging  to  the 

police         -  .  .        24,017  2}  9,310,472  51 

By  idem  to  the  general  of  accounts        -  5,259  4 

By  idem  of  the  proceeds  of  the  post  office 

and  the  buildings  •  •        60,895  4 

By  idem  of  the  college  de  la  Union, 

Temple,  and  adjacent  buildings.  Sic.  2,000,000 

By  idem  of  the  edifice  which  serves  as  a 

military  prison         -  •        45,000 

By  idem  of  the  furniture,  &c,  of  the  dif- 
ferent offices  in  the  fort  or  govern- 
ment  house  •  •  •       15,000 

By  idem  of  the  arms,  ordnance,  and  mu» 

nitions  of  war,  with  the  armies  460,149  7 

By  idem  of  the  general  park  in  this  cap- 
ital -  -     1,337,876  8} 

By  idem  of  the  cannon  foundery  -        59,312  3 
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ilyiilfm  aT  the  v^mmhaaiy  pf  jmdl 
arms         .  •  •  - 

By  idem  of  the  anemil 

By  idem  of  military  edifices  in  the  capital 
and  at  Ensenada 

By  idem  on  the  frontier 

iBy  idem  of  the  effects,  &c.  in  the  store- 
houses of  the  commissariat  of  war 

^y  idem  in  that  of  the  capital 

Advancei. 
Those  made  from  the  state  treasury 

Balances  on  accsunts  settled. 

On  those  liquidated  by  the  general  trea* 
sury 

Same  at  the  custom  house 

Same  at  the  post  office 

Same  by  the  collectors  of  contributions 
from  commerce,  from  different  bod- 
ies, incomes,  bread,  and  beef 

Same  by  the  debt  due  from  the  sute  of 
Chili,  as  &r  as  liquidated 


88.206     i 
907,635 

1,168,981  6J 
26,000 

29,692  i 
6)258 

297,078  n 

62,908  2^1 
464,396  * 
16,039  1 

176,200 
50,346     . 


f    759^9  71 


19,066,597  6* 


Sm 


NOTB8. 

I 

1st.  The  public  lands  of  the  state,  which  consist  of  hundreds  of 
leagues  in  the  vast  extent  of  the  provioces,  and  whose  value  may  be 
estimated  at  many  millions  of  dollars,  is  not  included  in  this  state- 
ment. 

2d.  The  whole  of  the  property  and  funds  exhibited,  relates  only  to 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  excluding  those  of  Eatre  Rios,  Su* 
Fee,  and  Corrieotes;  without  making  mention  of  the  estimates  of 
the  rest,  which  amount  to  many  millions,  in  the  produce  of  their  pe« 
culiar  branches  and  property  of  different  kinds,  on  account  of  some 
of  them  being  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  not  possessing  sufficient 
dau  to  state  the  particulars  with  accuracy;  nevertheless,  according 
to  the  table  of  estimates  made  by  the  general  of  accounts  in  the  year 
1810,  taking  the  whole  of  the  provinces  of  the  ancient  viceroyalty^ 
which  at  present  compose  the^  unioii,  it  appears  that  at  that  date  the 
liquidated  estimates,  without  including  incomes,  lots  of  ground,  cap* 
itals  at  interesti  and  other  funds,  but  merely  the  administrate  pro* 
ceeds,  amounted  to  six  millions  eleven  thotisand  eight  hundred  and 
two  dollars. 
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id.  No  tnentioD  is  made  in  this  table  of  the  annual  rereniLes  of 
the  Cabildo  of  this  capital,  which  in  1817,  amounted  to  Sd(l7,263,  be- 
cause, as  municipal  foods,  they  have  their  peculiar  ilesUoalioQs  leav- 
ing however  a  considerable  residue,  which  in  case  of  necessity  by  the 
state,  may  be  appropriated  to  its  use,  as  also  those  of  the  other  CaUU 
dos  of  the  union,  of  which,  from  the  distance  and  shortness  of  time, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  an  exact  account. 

4th.  The  amount  of  public  debt  acknowledged  by  the  sute,  ac 
cnied  in  former  years,  ui\til  the  close  of  last  Decemb^,  pai(||fduring 
the  administration  of  Uie  present  director,  is  8  1,1S5,483  5 1. 

Bth.  Although  the  post  office  establishment  produces,  at  presehti 
after  deducting  all  expenses,  a  small  balance  to  favor  of  the  state,  this 
is  owing  to  the  franks  on  ultramarine  communications,  and  the  inter- 
ruption of  intercourse  with  the  provinces  occupied  by  the  enemy;  but 
in  case  of  their  becoming  fiee,  the  administration  of  this  capital  alone, 
will  produce  a  surplus  of  2  30,00Q,  and  the  interior  provinces  in  pro- 
portion. 

E8TEVAN  A  GASCON      ^ 

Buenos  Jiff fs^  Uth  JIfiril,  1818. 
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ProvUianul^regubtion,  sunettoned  tythe  Sovereign  Omgpeea  ef  ike 
Untied  Provinces  of  South  America^  for  the  government  of  the 
statej  to  be  observed  until  the  adoption  of  the  &nstiiuti$n. 

SECTION  L 

()f  men  in  soctelif. 

CBAFTBB   1. 

{Of  the  rights  whkh  belong  t&  aU  the  inhabitants  of  the  state. 

*''  Art.  1.  The  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state,  are  those  of 
reputation^  liberty,  equality,  property^  and  security. 

Art.  3.  The  first  has  an  acceptation  so  uniform  as  to  render  its 
explanation  superfluous.  -  The  second,  is  the  good  opinion  of  Itis  fel* 
lowsy  which  every  inan  strives  to  win  by  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct. 
The  thitd,  b  the  right  of  acting  isccording  to  the  dictates  of  a  man's 
own  will,  so  long  as  he  neither  violates  the  rights  of  tlie  publrc,  nor 
those  of  individuals.  The  fourth,  consists  in  the  law  being  equal  to 
all,  preserving^  alike  the  rights  of  the  weak  and  the  powerful.  The 
^fth,  is  the  right  of  full  and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  property.  The 
sixth,  is  the  guai^iuvtee  granted  by  the  state  to  every  one,  that  his 
rights^shall  not  be  violated  unless  the  conditions  be  brpken*^  upon 
compliance  with  which  their  enjoyment  is^  bylaw,  made  to  depend. 

Art.  3.  Kvery  inhabitAOt  ot  the  state,  be  he  American  er  for* 
eigner,  citisen  or  not,  shall  eti^oy  thes^,  rights. 

CHAFTXB  2.. 

Of  the  relightt^of  the  state. 

Art.  1.  The  ApostoUx:at  Roman  Catholic  relrgienshafl  be  the  re« 
ligioir  of  the  state. 

Art.  2.  Every  man  oug^t  to  respect  the  poUic  worship,  bdA  the 
holy  religion  of  the  state:  the.  violation  of  tbia^  law  shall  be  dteemed 
an  iafraclftoa  of  the:  fundamental  laws  of  the  coumry. 

Of  cUizensh^. 

Art.  1.  AtttBe  municipalities  of  the  provinces  shall  form  imtte* 
diatftly  a  public  registeri  to  coasisi  of  two  books,  in  one  of  which  it 
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^■11  he  m  in^BpemMt  duty  to  write  the  natnea  of  all  the  cit!2efM, 
with  a  statement  of  the  age  and  origin  of  each:  in  the  other,  shaB  be 
written  the  names  of  those,  who  have  lost  the  right  of  citizenship,  or 
are  sfospended  from  iu  enjoyment. 

Art.  2.  Every  citizen  shall  obtain  a  certificate,  signed  by  the 
€U^de  ordinffrto  de  primer  votOy  and  attested  by  the  notary  of  the  ma- 
mcipatity,  of  his  enrolment  in  the  register  aforesaid,  without  which 
evidence  he  shall  not  vote  at  the  elections  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Art.  3.  Every  freeman  born  and  resident  in  the  territory  of  the 
state,  is  a  citizen,  but  shall  not  exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship  un- 
til he  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-five,  or  be  emancipated. 

Art.  4.  Every  foreigner,  of  the  same  age,  who  may  have  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  country,  with  the  intention  of  fixing  there  his 
domicil,  and  having  been  resident  there  for  foiur  years,  shall  have  be- 
come possessed  of  four  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property,  or  not 
holding  property  to  such  amount,  shall  exercise  some  trade,  or  pur- 
sue some  occupation  useful  to  the  state,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  6uf< 
frage  in  the  assemblies  of  the  citizens,  provided  be  know  how  ;o  read 
and  write. 

Art.  5.  After  ten  years  residence  he  shall  be  eligible  to  all  public 
employments,  except  tljose  of  the  administration  of  the  government; 
but  to  entide  him  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to  render  him  eligible, 
he  must  first  renounce  all  other  citizenship. 

Art.  6.  No  European  Spaniard  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  sufFragef 
•f  be  eligible  to  ofice,  while  the  independence  of  these  provinces  is 
unacknowledged  by  the  government  of  Spain. 

Art.  7  With  the  exception  of  Spaniards  of  this  class  who  have 
declared  in  favor  of  liberty,  and  have  rendered  distinguished  services 
to  the  9tate — these  shall  enjoy  citizenship,  proper  letters  oC  naturali- 
sation being  first  obtained. 

Art.  &  Those  born  in  the  country,  of  African  blood,  whose  an- 
cestors may  have  been  slaves  in  this  continent,  shall  have  the  right  of 
suffrage,  their  fathers  beimg  freemen,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  office, 
provided  they  be  in  the  fourth  degree  from  said  ancestors. 

Art.  ^  Those  Spaniards,  and  other  foreigners^  who  solicit  citi- 
zenship, must  first  prove  their  good  conduct. 

Art  10.  They  shall  both  swear  to  defend,  even  to  the  extent  of 
sacrificing  property  and  life,  the  independence  of  the  United  Provin* 
^esolSouth  America^againstthat  ofthe  kingofSpain,his  successors, 
and  the  aietropoli8,^n(levery  other  foreign  power;  the  supreme  director 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  one  at  more  commissioners  to  admin- 
isUf  the  oath. 

Art.  li.  Ijctters  £»f  naturalization  shall  be  granted  only  to  those 
whp  have  resided  four  years,  within  the  territories  of  the  state,  unless 
smioent  merit,  disUftguiAhed  services,  or  the  public  weal,  demands 
thai  such  residence  be  dispensed  with;  it  shall  be  left  for  the  present 
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to  the  wisdom  of  the  supreme  director  to  determine  when  it  sliall  be 
ezpedieot  so  to  dispense  with  it* 

Art.  12.  The  proofs  of  adhesion  to  the  sacred  cause  of  national 
indept*ndence,  and  other  requisites  expressed,  shall  be  i|iade  before 
the  grovernors  or  lieutenant  governors  of  the  provinces,  in  whose  ter- 
ritories the  applicant  may  reside,  with  formal  hearing  before  the 
nndico  procurador^  on  being  notified  by  the  municipality,  and  the  said 
governor;  and  in  default  of  this,  the  application  shall  be  rejected.-^ 
The  letters  of  naturalization  shall  be  published  in  the  Ministerial  Ga« 
2ette« 

CHAPTBB  4.  V 

Of  the  privikges  of  citizenship. 

Art.  1*  Every  citizen  is  a  component  part  of  the  national  sove- 
reignty. 

Art.  2.  In  virtue  of  which,  he  has  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  is 
eligible  to  office,  in  those  cases  designated  by  this  provisional  regula- 
tion* 


CHAPTER  5« 

Of  the  several  modes  in  which  citizemhip  may  be  lost,  and  its  enjoyment 

suspended. 

Art.  1«  Citizenship  shall  be  lost,  by  naturalization  in  a  foreign 
countr\".  by  accepting  offices,  pensions,  or  titles  of  nobility,  from 
another  nation;  by  the  illegal  infliction  of  corporal  or  infamous  pun- 
ishments; by  fraud  in  a  debtor,  until,  the  reproach  being  wiped  away, 
a  new  qualification  be  obtained. 

Art.  2.  Citizenship  shall  be  suspended  when  a  debtor  to  the  state 
is  under  execution:  by  accusation  of  a  crime,  provided  it  be  well 
founded,  and  the  punishment  prescribed  be  corporal  or  infamous^  by  . 
being  a  hired  domestic  servant;  by  not  holding  property,  or  pursiuag^ 
some  occupation  lucrative,  and  useful  to  the  countiy;  by  madness  or 
insaoity. 

Art.  3.  Any  magistrate  who  deprives  a  citizen  of  his  rjghl  of 
citizenship,  except  for  the  causes  enumerated  in  article  2,  shall  be 
punished  by  being  deprived  of  his  own. 

Art.  4.  Those  judges  who  shall  neglect  to  convey  to  the  several 

municipalities  information  of  the  names  whieh  ought  to  be  erased 

^from  the  register  mentioned  in  art.  * ,  chap.  3,  in  Consequence  of  legal 

conviction  dT  crime,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  bt 

ineligible  at  two  succeeding  elections.  * 
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CHAPTBR  6. 

Ofihe  duties  of  every  man  in  the  state. 

Art.  1.  Every  man  in  the  state,  otres,  in  the  first  place/complete 
iobniission  to  the  law,  doing  the  good  which  it  enjoins,  and  avoiding 
the  evil  which  it  prohibits. 

Art.  2.  Obedience,  hofforr  and  respect,  are  due  to  the  magis* 
trates,  as  ministers  of  the  law,  apd  first  citizens. 

Art.  S.  Every  man,  unless  he  be  a  foreigner,  shall  cheerfully 
nake  all  the  sjicrifices  required  by  the  country  in  its  necessities  and 
dangers,  not  eVen  excepting  that  of  life. 

Art.  4.  It  is  his  duty  to  contribute  to  the  support  and  preserva- 
tiofei  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  to  the  felicity  of  the  state. 

Aft%  5.  To  deserve  the  delightful  and  honorable  title  of  man  of 
worth,  being  a  good  father  of  a  family,  a  good  son,  a  good  brother, 
and  a  good  friend. 

CHAPTBR  7. 

The  duties  of  society. 

Art.  1  Society  ought  to  secure  to  its  members  the  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  of  man. 

Art.  2.  It  ought  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  the  citizens,  and 
to  use  adequate  means  for  their  prosperity  and  instruction. 

Art.  3.  Any  regulation,  or  sutute,  contrary  to  the  principles  es- 
tablished in  the  preceding  articles,  shall  be  of  no  effect. 

SECTION  II. 

Of  the  legislative  power. 

OHAPTSR  1. 

Art.  1.  The  legislative  power  is  resident  originally  in  the  nation, 
it»  permanent  exercise,  the  mode,  and  itb  limits,  shall  be  established 
hy  the  constitution  of  the  state:  in  the  interim,  this  provisional  regu- 
lation s^U  be  in  force,  which  shall  be  neither  amended,  interpreted, 
or  have  any  addition  made  it,  except  by  the  sovereign  congress,  two- 
thirds  of  its  members  concurring  in  the  measure,  and  circumstances 
demanding  its  adoption. 

Art.  2.  Until  the  constitution  makes  proper  provision,  all  the 
stkttttea  and  regulations,  as  well  general,  as  particular,  of  the  ancient 
Spanish  government,  which  may  not  be  hostile  to  the  liberty  of  these 
pfoVfuces,  nor  in  contrariet}'  to  this  provincial  regulation,  and  also 
such  of  the  regulations,  made  since  the  ^b\h  of  May,  1810,  ais  are  in 
conformity  with  it,  shall  subsist. 
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Art.  S.  The  supreme  director  of  the  state,  the  judgest  ud  pidH 
lie  off  cers,  of  .every  denomination,  may  communicate  to  congress, 
and  consult  with  that  body,  upon  the  doubts  that  may  occur  in  the 
m|)plication  of  the  laws  and  regulations,  general^  or  particular,  when- 
ever they  consider  them  in  conflict  with  declared  rights,  and  the  ac- 
tual system  of  the  government;  and  the  resolutions  adopted  in  ctmse- 
quence,  shall  be  communicated  to  the  executive  power. 

SECTION  III. 

(y^the  executive  power ^ 

CHAPTER  U 

Of  the  mode  of  choosing  the  director  of  the  ^taie^  and  of  his  ptrweru 

Art.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power,  until  by  it  elsewhere  plae* 
od,  is  in  the  nation,  and  shall  be  exercised  by  a  diretXor  of  the  state. 

Art.  2.  Until  a  constitution  be  adopted,  the  congress  shall  name» 
from  among  all  the  citizens  of  the  provinces,  himi  most  worthy,  and 
best  qualified  for  so  high  an  office. 

Art.  3.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  director,  in  the  defence  of 
the  state,  or  of  other  legal  impediment  in  the  exercise  of  this  office, 
the  congress  shall  make  suitable  provision. 

Art.  4.  Those  citizens  who  are  natives  of  the  country,  and  who 
have  resided  in  it  at  least  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, can  only  be  elevated  to  the  Supreme  Dn^ectorship. 

.  Art.  ^.  The  compensation  of  the  director  of  the  state  shall  be 
twelve  thousand  dollars  annually,  and  he  shall  receive  no  other  emo« 
lument* 

Art.  6  The  person  fiHing  this  office  shall  continue  in  it  until  a 
constitution  be  adopted,  or  until  such  time,  anterior  to  it,  as  congress 
may  detm  proper. 

Art.  7.  His  title  shall  be  that  of  Excellency f  his  guard  and  ho« 
nors  those  of  a  captain  general  of  the  army,  respect  being  had  to  the 
ordinance* 

Art.  8.  Upon  his  entrance  into  office,  he  shall  before  the  con 
gress,  or  such  commissioner,  or  comroiEsioners,  as  they  may  appoint, 
assisted  by  all  the  corporations  of  the  place,  take  the  following  oath: 

*»  I  ■  ,  do  swear,  by  God  our  liord,  and  these  Holy  Evange- 

lists, that  I  will  discharge  faithfully,  and  conformably  to  law,  the  office 
of  Supreme  Director  of  the  state,  to  which  I  have  been  appointed: 
that  1  will  observe  provisional  regulation  adopted  by  the  sovereign 
congress  the  3d  of  December,  1817:  that  I  will  protect  the  Apo9toli- 
col  Tinman  Catholic  religion,  being  ever  watchful  to  secure  it  respect, 
and  observanct*:  that  I  will  defend  the  ictritcry  ol  the  provinces  of 
the  union  against  all  hostile  aggression^  adopting  such  xncastirea  as  I 
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XBMk  deem  suitable  to  preserve  its  integrity  and  iodependence:  and  I 
will  retire  from  this  office  when  the  sovereign  congress  shall  so  ord«r# 
If  I  do  thus,  Ciod  prosper  me,  if  not,  to  him  and  my  country,  will  i 
he  accountable." 

Art.  9.  He  shall  watch  over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  tkw 
light  .administration  of  justice,  urging  its  functionaries  thereto,  and 
to  the  carrying  into  effect  the  regulations  of  congress,  giving  for  the 
last  object,  the  necessary  orders. 

Art.  10.  He  shall  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  national  vc* 
preaentatives,  projects  and  reforms,  conducive  to  public  happiness. 

Art.  11.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  of 
the  state;  and  shall  have  under  his  orders  the  navy,  the  army  of  the 
line,  and  the  national  militia  of  every  description,  for  the  protectiov 
of  civil  liberty,  the  defence,  tranquillity,  and  good  order  of  aU  the 
territory  of  the  union. 

Art.  12.  He  shall  be  the  organ,  and  shall  represent  the  United 
Provinces,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  foreign  powers. 

Art.  13.  When  he  deems  a  rupture  with  any  foreign  poweri  ine- 
vitablci.he  shall  submit  to  congress  the  causes  which  impel  to  it. 

Art.  14.  If  upon  a  view  of  these,  or  for  other  reasons,  congress 
should  decree  war,  the  Supreme  Director  shall  prooeed  to  its  solemn 
declaration,  being  authorized  to  raise  land  and  sea  forces  to  direct 
their  movements,  and  to  adopt  all  the  measures  necessary  to  the  conw 
mon  defence,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  respect  being^lways 
bad  to  article  4,  chap.l,   sec.  6,  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Art»15.  He  shall  have  the  power  of  commencing,  conductingi 
and  signing  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  commerce,  and  other  foreign 
relations,  which,  however,  to  be  valid,  must  be  approved  by  the  con- 
gress, within  the  time  stipulated  for  their  ratification,  he  traosmitting 
in  this  stage  of  the  negotiation  all  the  documents  relating  to  it. 

Art.  16.  In  those  cases  in  which  secrecy  is  not  essential  to  the 
happy  result  of  negotiations,  he  shall  submit  to  congress,  their  object, 
and  their  state,  to  procure  from  this  body  such  assistance  as  may  fa- 
cilitate them. 

Art.  17.  He  shall  receive  the  ambassadors,  envoys,  and  consuls 
of  other  states,  and  shall  nominate  tliose  whom  it  may  be  proper  to 
Send  to  foreign  courts. 

Art  18.  He  shall  appoint  to  all  military  offices,  and  employ mentt, 
generalships  of  the  army,  and  naval  forces,  conforming  to  the  exist- 
ing ordinances  of  the  army  and  marine,  so  far  as  they  may  be  appli* 
cable. 

Art.  19.  lie  shall  have  the  power  of  rewarding  meritorious  offi- 
cers by  promotion,  and  by  bestowing  medals  ol  such  form,  and  de- 
sign, as  be  may  deem  best  without  any  allowance  in  money  however, 
independent  of  the  pay.  . 

Art.  20,  He  shall'  have  the  general  superintendence  over  sXiivtt 
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branches  of  the  national  propertyi  and  revenues,  over  mints,  minesy 
posts  and  high  ways. 

Art  21.  He  shall  appoint  for  the  present  to  all  offices  vacant  in 
the  Cathedrels  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  to  all  other  benefices,  to 
which  pertab  the  right  of  presentation. 

Art.  S3.  He  may  suspend  public  officers  for  just  cause;  giving 
afterwards  an  account  to  congress. 

Art.  a*  If  the  suspension  be  merely  for  reasons  of  policy,  the 
sovereign  congress  itself  shall  take  it  into  consideration. 

Art  25.  If  it  be  for  imputed  crimioalityt  the  sovereign  congress 
shall  appoint  a  commission  which  shall  not  be  of  their  body,  before 
which  the  Agentedela  Camara  shall  accuse  the  person  suspended,  and 
die  said  commission,  having  heard  the  parties,  shall  declare  whether 
or  not  he  deserves  to  be  removed  from  office. 

Art.  26.  ^e  shall  have  the  power  of  removing  officers  to  other 
offices,  and  if*  in  consequence,  they  should  be  greatly  prejudiced,  they 
may  bring  the  affair  before  congress. 

Art.  27.  He  shall  nominate  the  three  secretaries,  of  state-^of 
the  treasury-— and  of  war,  and  their  several  officers,  being  responsi- 
ble for  the  bad  selection  of  the  first. 

Art.  28.  He  shall  grant  passports  for  travelling  from  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  state  by  sea  and  land,  and  license^  for  the  loading,  un« 
loading,  and  departure  of  vessels. 

Ji^  29.  He  shall  be  particularly  careful  to  preserve  unimpaired 
the  credit  of  the  ^tate,  being  attentive  to  the  collection  of  its  reve- 
nues, and  to  the  faithful  payment  of  its  debts,  to  the  extent  its  ex- 
igencies will  admit. 

Art.  50.  He  may  of  his  own  authority  expend  freely  the  said 
revenues  in  defence  of  the  state,  during  the  war  it  is  now  raging  for 
independence,  with  previous  information  in  writing,  from  the  secre* 
taries  of  the  treasury  and  of  war. 

Art.  31.  He  shall  confirm  or  revoke  in  conforn)^ty  to  the  opinion  of 
his  (isesory  (who  shall  be  the  auditor  general  of  war,)  sentences  passed 
on  individuals  by  the  military  tribunes  established  in  the  armies,  or 
in  the  capital,  or  by  the  ordinary  councils  of  war  in  the  other  towns  of 
the  districts. 

Art.  32.  He  shall  have  power  of  suspending  the  execution  of 
the  capital  sentences,  of  pardoning  or  commuting  punishments  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  national  independence,  or  on  the  occurrence  of 
any  signal  event,  which  shall  augment  the  glory  of  the  state,  hearing 
first  the  information  communicated  by  the  tribunal  before  which  the 
convict  has  been  tried. 

Art.  34.  He  shajj^every  year  transmit  to  the  national  representa» 
tion,  an  exact  statement  of  all  the  receipts  into  the  different  treasuries 
of  the  state,  and  of  the  municipalities  of  the  several  provinces  in  mo- 
ney, or  in  credits  together  with  the  expenditures,  debts,  andcredita, 
giving  timely  orders  to  those  who  ought  to  prepare  said  statement. 
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Art.  SB.  The  .orders  of  the  Supreme  Director  shall  be  obeyed^ 
exactly  id  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  Provinces* 

Art.  36.  He  shall  grant  letters  of  naturalixation  for  the  presents 
and  until  a  constitution  be  adopted. 

CHAPTER  % 

Umits  of  the  executive  power. 

Art.  1 .  The  supreme  director  shall  not  send  expeditions  by  wa* 
ter,  orbyland  against  any  of  the  provinces  in  congress  united,  or 
others  of  this  coutment,  who  are  engaged  in  sustaining  their  inde- 
pendence! without  the  consent  of  congress  previously  obtained. 

Art.  2.  He  may,  nevertheless,  do  so  in  those  cases  in  which  it 
is  absolutely  necessaiy  to  act  promptly,  giving  afterwards  a  particu- 
lar  account  of  such  proceedings  to  the  congress. 

Art.  3,  He  shall,  in  no  case,  hold  command  of  a  particular  re* 
giment. 

Art.  4.  He  shall  not  exercise  any  jurisdiction  civil)  or  criminal, 
in  virtue  of  his  office,  nor  upon  petition  of  the  parties,  he  shall  not 
alter  the  system  prescribed  by  the  law  for  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. 

Art.  5.  He  shall,  in  no  way,  interfere  with  the  causes  cognisa- 
ble by  the  tribunals  of  justice  either  when  pending,  or  when  sentence 
has  been  pronounced,  or  carried  into  execution. 

Art.  6.  When  the  urgency  of  the  case  compels  him  to  arrest  any 
citizen,  he  shall  within  the  third  day  after,  place  him  at  the  dispos^ 
of  the  proper  officers  of  justice  to  await  their  judgment,  giving,  at 
the  same  time  a  full  statement  of  the  motives  of  the  arrest^  and  all 
other  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

Art.  7.  With  the  exception  of  those  cases  in  which  a  compliance 
lirith  what  is  required  in  the  preceding  article  would  endanger  the 
public  security,  in  which  case  he  shall  hold  the  arrested  in  custody 
with  the  consent  of  his  assessor,  and  the  fiscal  of  chamber  of  appeak, 
who  shall  share  with  him  the  responsibility  for  the  time  necessary 
to  take  the  requisite  measures  for  safety,  placing  him  then  at  the 
judges  disposal. 

Art.  8.  He  shall  neither  impose  new  taxes,  contributions,  nor 
loans,  nor  augment  those  subsisting  directly,  or  indirectly  without  a 
previous  resolution  of  the  congress. 

Art.  9.  He  shall  issue  no  order,  nor  make  any  communication 
without  the  previous  subscription  of  the  secretary  of  the  department 
to  which  the  business  belongs,  inr  defect  of  which- subscription,  the 
order,  or  communication  shall  be  void. 

Art.  10.  He  shall  not  grant  to  any  person  in  the  state  monopo- 
lies, or  exclusive  privileges,  except  to  the  inventors  of  arts,  or  to  es- 
tablishments of  public  utility,  with  the  approbation  of  congress. 
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Art.  ii.  The  epistolary  correspoodenoe  of  the  ^izen  is  a  thing 
sacred,  which  the  director  shall  neither  violate,  nor  intercept  ifidiottt 
incurring  responsibility. 

Art.  12.  In  cases,  nevertheless^  of  well  founded  fear  of  treason, 
or  subversion  of  the  public  order,  at  the  discretion  of  the  director, 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  Sindko  Procurador  de  commuriy  who  in  this 
case,  shall  each  have  a  vote,  being  bound  to  secrecy  and  under  equal 
responsibility,  the  former  shall  have  the  power  of  proceeding,  with 
his  said  associates,  to  open  and  examine  correspondence.  The  same 
power;  under  the  same  responsibility,  and  like  obligation  to  secrecy  in 
the  governors^  and  lieutenant  governors  of  the  several  provinces 
with  their  secretaries,  and  Sindico  Procuradors,  in  defect  of  whom, 
the  two  first  capitularies  shall  act. 

Art.  IS.  Those  who,  upon  a  scrutiny,  as  aforesaid,  of  corres- 
pondence shall  appear  to  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason,  or  sub* 
version  of  public  order,  shall  be  proceeded  against  and  secured  ac« 
cording  to  the  greater  or  less  imminence  of  the  danger. 

Art.  14.  Except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  article  SO  of  the  pre- 
ceeding  chapter,  the  director  shall  not  dispose  of  the  funds  of  the 
state  for  extraordinary  eii;pense89  without  the  previous  consent  of  the 
three  secretaries,  the  assessor  general  and  the  fiscal  of  the  Camara, 
jind  without  its  being  made  appear  before  the  Escubano  de  Ka'ciendoi 
that  the  expenditure  proposed,  is  useful  and  necessary. 

Art.  15.  He  shall  not  exercise  the  prerogative  given  him  in  ar* 
tide  S3,  of  the  preceedingtcbapter,  in  case  of  treason,  and  other  ex« 
cepted  cases* 

Art.  16.  He  shall  not  bestow  any  office,  civil  or  military,  upon 
any  person  related  to  him  in  the  third  degree  of  cons(^nguinity,  or  in 
the  first  of  affinity,  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  con* 
gress. 

Art*  17.  With  the  exception  of  those  who  being  already  in  ser- 
vice, may  have  been  recommended  for  promotion  l>y  their  respective 
chiefs,  respect  t>eing  had  to  seniority  according  to  their  merits. 

Art.  18.  He  shall  not  confer  the  grade  of  brigadier,  or  of  colo- 
nel major,  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  congress. 

Art.  19.  Excepting  the  case  in  which  for  some  brilliant  actuxn 
in  war,  or  extraordinary  military  service,  it  may  be  proper  to  reward 
immediatelyi  a  chief  whose  grade  is  next  to  one  of  those  above  men- 
tioned. 

CHAPTER  3. 

Of  the  secretaries  of  state. 

Art.  1.  The  three  secretaries  of  state  shall  discharge  all  the  du- 
ties  assigned  them  in  the  last  ordinance,  regulating  their  offices, 
vhichsMlbe  in  force,  except  where  in  contrariety  to  these  articles* 
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Art.  2.  They  thai!  not  io  any  case,  bustoets,  or  circumstanceai 
deliberate  without  the  previous  order  and  notification  of  the  di- 
rector. 

Art.  3.  They  shall  have  the  power  of  communicating  of  them« 
selves,  the  orders  issued  by  government,  in  the  affairs  of  men,  or 
importance,  being  bound  to  make  an  entry  thereof  in  the  book  of  en- 
tries, as  is  provided. 

Art.  i.  They  shall  not  attest  decrees  or  regulations,  cpntrary  to 
the  provisional  regulation,  not  even  at  the  request  or  command  6f 
the  direaor;  if  compelled  so  to  do,  they  shall  make  proper  protests, 
and  give  immediate  mformation  of  the  affair  to  congress. 

Art«  5.  They  shall  be  removable  at  the  will  of  the  directori 
equally  with  th^ir  subordinate  officers. 

Art.  6.  When  the  removal  is  in  consequence  of  inability,  want 
of  competent  information,  or  any  other  defect  compatible  with  inr 
tegrity,  they  shall  be  indemnified  with  other  employments  suitable  to 
their  circumstances  and  merit.  'Vhty  shall  incur  no  stigma  by 
such  removal. 

Art.  7.  MThen  any  one  of  these  secretaries  is  removed  for  mat 
vcrsatton,  or  upon  petition  of  a  party  aggrieved,  congress  shall  uke 
cognizance  of  the  case. 

Art.  8.  The  Supreme  Director  may,  ex  officio,or  upon  accusation, 
proceed  summarily  against  the  secretaries  giving  an  account  of  the 
proceeding  to  congress. 

Art.  9.  For  the  trial  of  the  secretaries,  congress  shall  appoint  a 
ommissioo)  either  of  their  own  members,  or  of  others,  or  it  shall  be 
appointed  by  such  other  body  as  they  may  substitute. 

Art.  10.  Sentence  of  acquittal  pronounced  by  the  commission^ 
shall  not  necessarily  be  followed  by  a  restoration  to  office. 

Art.  11.  The  secretaries  may,  for  good  cause,  challenge  the 
commissioners,  and  they  may  appeal  from  the  sentence  to  three  ia^ 
dividuals,  to  be  chosen  out  of  nine,  whom  the  congress  a  second[ 
time  nominating,  shall  appoint. 

Art  12.  The  salary  of  these  secretaries  shall  be  three  thousand 
dollars  annually,  to  each;  the  official  title  senor^ 

SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  judicial  power. 

CHAPTER  1. 

Art.  1.  The  judicial  power  is  in  the  body  of  the  nation,  until  by 
them  elsewhere  placed;  it  shall  be  exercised  for  the  present,  and  un- 
til a  constitution  be  adopted  by  the  court  established  in  article  14,  of 
^e  following  chapter;  by  the  courts  of  appeal  (las  c^maras  de  ape- 
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iscionesy)  and  by  the  other  judges.     For  those  cases  which  have  n^ 
court  assigned  by  the  law,  congress  shall  provide. 

Art.  2.  The  judioial  power  shall  be  entirely  independent  of  the 
executive  and  its  principles,  its  form  and  extent  shall  be  subject  to  the 
laws  br  which  it  is  established. 

,  CHAFTBBS. 

Of  the  courts  ofjustice^ 

Art.  1.  The  courts  of  appeal  (las  camaras  de  apelaciones)  shall 
have  the  same  territorial  jurisdiction  as  heretofore;  shall  be  compos* 
ed  of  five  individuals,  and  one  fiscal;  when  united  in  a  body  shall 
have  the  title  of  excellency,  (excellentia,)  individually,  that  of  usted 
simply;  their  salary  shall  be  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each,  free  from 
payment  of  first  fruits  (media  annata)  and  all  other  charges. 

Art.  2.  The  presidency  of  the  courts  in  the  interior,  and  at  cer- 
tain public  assemblages,  shall  be  held  in  turn  by  the  five  members 
every  four  months  according  to  seniority;  the  president  shall  take  the 
^yroU%,  attend  to  the  despatch  ot  business^  preservation  of  orderr,  ex- 
ercising all  the  powers  of  the  ancient  regenteSy  so  far  as  they  conform 
to  this  provisional  regulation,  and  shall  have  the  title  ef  senior  in  of- 
ficial matters. 

Art.  3.  No  one  hereafter  shall  be  named,  even  provisionally,  for 
any  of  the  offices  of  the  courts  of  appeal,  unless  he  be  more  than  five 
and  twenty  years  of  age,  and  a  lawyer  who  has  practiced  at  least 
aix  years. 

Art.  4.  When  vacancies  happen  in  these  courts,  no  nominations 
of  persons  to  fill  them  shall  be  made  by  the  director;  in  each  vacan* 
cy  four  persons,  being  selected  by  the  same  tribunals,  from  among 
the  lawyers  of  the  district,  after  examination,  and  comparison  of  ul« 
ents  and  services,  and  proposed  to  him. 

Art.  5.  The  numerical  order,  in  which  the  aforesaid  four  persons 
are  proposed,  shall  give  no  preference,  two  of  these  shall  be  from  the 
place  where  the  court  sits,  the  remaining  two  from  other  parts  of  the 
district. 

Art.  6.  These  offices  shall  be  holden  during  good  behavior,  but 
there  may  be  removal  from  one  count  to  another;  and  these  officers 
ahall  be  subject  to  scrutiny  in  their  condvict  every  five  years,  or 
eftener,  if  justice  should  require  it. 

Art.  7.  The  court  shall  have  two  Relatores  to  be  chosen  after 
competition  had;  th^  salary  of  each  shall  be  fifteeft  hundred  dollars, 
and  they  shall  have  no  other  emolument. 

Two  assistants,  one  of  the  law  civil,  the  other  of  the  law  crimin* 
al,  dividing  between  them  the  business  relating  to  the  public  reven- 
ues at  the  discretion  of  the  fiscal.     The  ssdary  of  each  shall  be 
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twelve  hundred  dollars,  without   the  ancient  perquisite  of  jristoM 
(presents.)' 

Two  bailiffs  (porteros)  who  shall  each  hare  a  salary  of  6ve  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  who  shall  execute  alternately  for  a  week  the  office  o£ 
alquacil. 

Six  attomies  (procuradores)  whose  intervention  shall  extend 
when  parties  choose  to  the  subaltern  judges  of  original  jurisdiction, 
but  not  to  the  consulado,  and  the  Juggados  de  Algadas  y  Disputacio- 
nes  de  Commercio* 

And  two  escribanos  (notaries)  who  shall  only  receive  fees  for 
services  actually  rendered  according  to  the  regulation  (arancel,) 
without  those  called  tiras^^  which  are  henceforth  forbidden. 

Art.  8.  They  shall  take  cognizance,  not  only  of  all  causes  and 
business  of  which  according  to  prior  laws,  the  now  abolished  au^ 
dieoces  had  cognizance,  but  also  of  such  astheprovisional  regulation 
designates.  <» 

Art.  9.  Appeals  from  the  decrees  of  the  Tribunal  de  Algadas  de 
Commercio  because  of  their  nullity,  or  notorious  injustice  shsdl  be  de- 
cided in  the  aforesaid  court  of  appeal  (camaras.) 

Art.  10.  The  trial  of  appeals  (algadas)  shall  be  taken  in  turpi 
by  the  members  of  the  court  of  the  district  in  which  the  appeal  oc- 
curs. 

Art.  11.  Questions  that  may  occur  between  the  ordinary  and 
mercantile  jurisdictions,  shall  be  decided  by  the  aforesaid  president, 
(camarista  presidente)  conforming  to  the  character  by  which  the 
consulado  is  established. 

Art.  12.  lliey  shall  take  cognizance,  for  the  present,  of  first 
appeals  in  cases  of  smuggling,  and  other  branches  of  the  revenue, 
leaving  their  trial,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  intendentes  de  provin- 
cia,  but  in  cases  of  capture^  or  detention  of  vessels  by  public  %t  pri- 
vate armed  ships,  the  cognizance  shall  continue  in  the  tribunals  in 
which  it  is  already  vested. 

Art.  IS.  >Vhen  a  second  appeal  is  taken,  because  of  nullity,  or 
notorious  injustice,  the  courts  after  bearing  had,  shall  transmit  an 
account  of  the  proceedings,  with  the  documents,  to  the  director* 

Art.  14.  Who,  with  the  advice  of  his  assessor  general  (aseaor 
general)  shall  nominate  immediately  a  commission  of  five  lawyers, 
who  shall  decide  the  cause,  and  having  done  so,  shall  be  dissolved, 
while  exercising  this  office  shall  have  the  title  of  excellency. 

Art.  15.  There  shall  be  named  by  the  director  of  the  state,  in 
the  capital  of  every  province,  upon  the  recommendation  under  oath  of 
its  court,  a  lawyer  who  shall  exercise  the  functions  of  judge  of  ap- 
peals throughout  the  said  provinces. 

Art.  16.  His  salary  shall  be  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  free 
from  first  fruits,  and  othei  charges. 

•fees  jxiid  when  appeals  were  taken. 


i9^  C^3 

CBAPTEB  d.  ~  , 

Of  the  adfninistration  of  justice.* 

Art«  !•  Ju8ti<)e  sball  be  adminiBtered  according  to  the  princi* 
plek^aod  knetbod  which  have  been  heretofore  observed,  so  fkr  as  is 
cbi&patible  with  the  subsequent  provisions. 

Art.  2.  The  judges  of  appeals  in  the  several  provinces  shall 
take  cognizance  of  all  appeals  in  civil  cases  from  the  ordinary  alca- 
des,  and  other  ministers  of  Justice* 

Art.  3.  Appeals  to  the  camaras,  to  the  full  extent  given  by 
law,  shall  be  allowed  to  those  interested  in  all  cases,  except  those  in 
which  the  amount  of  property  involved  is  one  thousand  dollars,  or 
less,  when  two  similar  sentences  shall  be  conclusive.  ' 

Art.  4.  They  shall  have  cognizance  of  criminal  pauses  of  every 
kind  referring  to  the  court  of  appeals  (los  camaras)  those  which  ac- 
cording to  law  ought  to  be  referred  to  them. 

Art.  5.  Parties  in  the  said  causes  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
resorting  directly  to  the  courts  of  appeal,  (las  camaras)  passing  by 
the  provincial  judge. 

Art.  6.  The  ordinance  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  shall  be  abolished. 

Art.  7.  In  criminal  cases  the  accused  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  choosing  a  person  to  assist  him  (padrino)  who  shall  be  present  at 
his  confession,  and  at  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  without  pre- 
judice to  the  lawyer  established  by  law,  and  the  practice  of  the 
courts. 

Art.  8.  The  assistant  mentioned  in  article  seven  shall  take  care 
that  the  confession  and  depositions  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  heard  by 
the  notary  or  judge,  clearly  and  distinctly  in  the  terms  in  which  they 
may  be  expressed,  without  modification  or  alteration,  assisting  the 
accused,  whenever  from  fear,  want  of  intellect,  or  other  cause,  he  is 
unable,  unassisted,  to  make  himself  understood 

Art.  9.  Criminal  causes  of  all  classes  which  may  be  pending 
withottt  this  new  mode  of  defence,  shall  be  prosecuted  according  to 
the  usual  course  of  law. 

Art.  10.  The  taking  of  oaths  shall  be  restored  without  innO' 
vation  in  all  cases,  except  that  of  the  accused's  confession  of  his  own 
criminalty. 

Art.  11.  Sentences  to  hard  labor,  to  whipping  or  a  banishment, 
shall  not  be  executed  without  previous  consultation  with  the  courts 
of  appeals  (las  camaras)  under  the  penalty  of  tw  thousand  dollars,  and 
perpetual  disqualification,  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  judge  violating  this 
important  article. 

Art.  12.  Except  in  those  extreme  cases,  in  which  the  public 
safety  is  so  greatly  endangered  by  popular  commotion,  or  other 
cause  as  not  to  admit  of  executions  being  deferred;  information 
being  always  given  to  the  camaras. 
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Alt*  13*  All  defitciieBs  ia  criniitial  catiMs  to  be  ratld  m&st  bt  pro- 
nounced according  to  the  express  ktter  of  the  law;  the  iofraction  of 
thit  article  shall  he  a  crinne,  in  the  ouigistratey  paotthablt  by  itm 
^yment  of  cogu,  and  all  losses  incurred  to  consequence. 

Art.  14.  By  the  last  article,  it  is  not  intended  to  repeal  the  laws 
authorizing  the  infliction  of  punishdrient,  at  the  diitretton  6f  the 
judge^  according  to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  offence^ 
neither  is  intended  to  re-esublish  any  others,  ^hich,  from  their 
cruelty,  have  been  abolished,  or  softened  by  the  practice  of  the  su« 
ptriot  tribunals. 

Art*  Id.  No  individual  shall  be  arrested,  without  semi-plenary 
proof  of  guilt,  at  least,  which  shall  be  stated  in  the  previous  pro«> 
test. 

Art.  16.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day,  the  accused  shall  be  iii«> 
formed  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest,  and  if  the  judge  arresting  be  not 
authorised  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the  case,  he  shall  refer  h  to 
the  officer,  to  whom  its  recognizance  belongs. 

Art.  17.  No  accused  person  shall  be  prevented  frOm  taking  the 
sacrament  after  his  confession,  nor  at  any  time  for  more  than  ten 
days  without  just  ca^ise,  which  shall  be  entered  of  record,  informal 
tion  of  the  obstacle  to  his  communicating  being  given  to  the  accuse 
ed  every  third  day  while  it  continues. 

Art.  18.  Persons  being  for  safe  keeping,  and  not  for  the  pun* 
ishment  of  the  accused,  whatever,  under  the  pretext  of  securing^ 
serves  only  maliciously  to  harrass,  shall  be  punished  by  the  superior 
tribunals,  and  proper  indemnity  being  given  to  the  aggrieved. 

Art.  19.  To  decree  arrest,  seizure  of  goods,  and  examination 
of  papers,  against  any  inhabitant  of  the  state^  his  nan*»  Or  the 
marks  which  distinguish-  Bis  person,  and  the  object  of  the  {>roceed^ 
iog,  mus^  be  mentioned  in  the  decree. 

Art.  20.  When  goods  are  seized  an  inventory  shall  be  catefuUy 
made  of  them  in  the  presence  of  the  accused^  a  duly  attested  copy  of 
it  shall  be  given  to  him,  and  they  shall  be  placed  for  safe  keeping  in 
the  custody  of  the  notary  employed  in  the  case,  or  in  defect  of  hifli| 
of  the  judge  decreeing  the  seizure,  and  two  witnesses. 

Art.  21.  When,  at  the  time  of  seizure  it  is  impracticable  lb 
mfike  the  aforesaid  inventory,  the  goods  shall  be  secured  under  two 
ke;^8,  one  of  which  shall  be  taken  by  the  judge,  the  other  by  the  ac« 
cu^ed;  when  this  is  not  practicable,  the  chests  shall  be  closed^  and 
sealed  in  his  presence,  and  the  doors  of  the  house,  which  as  soon 
as  circumstances  will  admit,  shall  be  opened  in  his  presence,  and  tb'c 
inventory  made. 

Art,  22.  When  the  seizure  must  be  made  in  the  absence  of  tl«c 
accused,  the  judge  shall  name  a  respectably  and  substantial  citi- 
zen, who  shall  act  for  him,  and  be  recompensed  in  proportion  to 
his  tabor,  but  if  the  absence  of  the  accused  arises  from  sickness, 
he  ^ail  appoint  such  person  aft  he  pleases,  as  his  substitute^ 
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Aft.  23.  The  judge,  or  deputy  arresting  any  citizen  (not  being 
taken  in  the  act)  without  conforming  to  article  fifteenth  of  this  chapr 
ter  shall  be  removed;  he  who  fails  to  do  what  is  prescribed  when 
goods  are  seized,  shaH  be  responsible  to  the  owner,  and  make  good 
any  loss  accruing  in  consequence. 

Art.  24.  The  Tribunal  de  Concordia^  being  abolished,  the  judge 
having  original  jurisdiction,  before  taking  cognizance  of  a  cause, 
shall  use  all  possible  means  of  reconciling  the  parties. 

Art.  25.  Notaries  shall  serve  personally  notices  on  the  parties, 
who  are  to  subscribe  them.  In  case  of  resistance,  or  incapacity  to 
sign,  the  service  shall  be  supplied  by  st  witness,  with  a  statement  of 
the  detect. 

Art.  26  If  the  notary  shall  not  Hnd  the  party  to  be  notified,  at 
his  house,  he  shall  seek  him  there  twice  more,  if  then  he  does  not 
find  him  there,  he  shall  leave  a  paper  signed  by  him,  which  shaU 
contain  the  decree,  or  other  matter  he  goes  to  serve,  and  it  be^ng 
made  to  appear  in  the  process,  that  due  diligence  has  been  used  to 
execute  it,  the  same  effects  shall  result  as  if  the  party  had  been 
personally  notified. 

Art.  27.  Every  omission  of  the  notaries,  in  a  matter  so  interest- 
ing, shall  be  punished  by  the  judge  before  whom  the  causie  is  pend- 
ing according  to  the  enormity,  and  other  circumstances  of  the  case, 
t 

CHAPTER  4. 

Of  the  govt  mors  of  provinces. 

Art«|il.  The  governors,  and  lieutenant  governors  shall  not,  in 
virtue  of  office,  have  any  jurisdiction,  civil,  or  criminal,  retaining 
howevfr,  all  the  powers  relating  to  revenue,  police,  and  war. 

Art.  2.  The  code  6f  the  intendencies  shall  be  observed  by  thein, 
and  all  other,  to  whom  it  relates,  save  only  what  relates  to  the 
junta  superior  de  hacienda,  which  shall  be  abolished,  and  also  what 
may  be  contrary  to  this  provisional  regulation. 

Art.  3.  Neither  the  governors,  nor  lieutenant  governors  shall 
use  the  power  which  the  15th  article  of  the  said  code  gives  for 
confirming  the  decrees  of  the  Cabildos. 

Art.  4.  In  those  cases,  however,  of  well  founded  fear,  that 
the  public  order  will  be  subverted  by  executing  said  decress,  they 
may  suspend  them,  being  responsible  should  the  director  not  pre- 
viously approve  the  proceedings. 

Art.  5.  All  that  is  prohibited  in  chapter  2,  section  3,  to  the  Su- 
preme Director  of  the  state,  shall  be  also  forbidden  to  the  governors, 
and  lieutenat  governors  so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  their  respective 
offices. 

Art.  6.  The  office  of  deputy  assessor  of  the  intendencies,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  code  mentioned  in  art.  2,  shall  be  suppressed.  Those 
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who  hiive  obtaioed  thiv  office,  shall  be  atteoded  to  by  the  coufta  (Ca* 
marai)  in  their  reconlmendations  for  other  employments. 

Art.  7.  The  gorernorsy  while  in  office,  sl^ll  ap^ioint  as  secreta- 
riesy  «uch  persons  as  they  please,  who  must,  however,  be  kiwyersv^' 
and  who  shall  assist  them  in  the  departments  of  government,  enumer- 
ated in  article  1,  of  this  chapter,  they  shall,  when  they  have  thus  no- 
minated,  inform  the  director,  that  he  may  grant  proper  commissions. 

Art.  8.  The  salary  of  such  secretary,  shall  be,  for  the  present, 
twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year,  including  the  six  hundred  provided 
by  the  code  mentioned  in  article  2,  for  the  expenses  of  the  secreiarj-- 
ship,  free  from  firit^fruits  and  other'  cAafc^ges. 

'  Art.  9.  No  pnblir  officer  of  the  government,  mentioned  m  the 
chapters  of  this  section,  shall  receive  any  emoluments,  except  in  case 
of  Services  rendered  in  defect  of  the  notary^  other  than  those  asjiigu- 
ed  by  W  to  his  bffide.       '  ^ 

SECTION  y. 

The  mode  of  choosing  fiublic  officers, 

CHAPTER  1. 

Cff  the  manner  in  which  the  governor^  lieutenant  governor ^  and 'sub* 
detegados  shall  be  chosen. 

Art.  1.  Governors,  lieutenant  governors,  and  subdelegados, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  director  of  the  state,  from  the  lists  of  per* 
sons  eligible,  either  within  or  without  the  particular  province,  which 
the  several  Cahildos,  the  first  month  after  election,  shall  form  and 
transmit  to  him. 

Art.  2.  These  lists,  which  shall  be  printed,  shall  not  contain 
more  than  eight,  nor  less  than  four  persons  for  each  province. 

Art.  3.  Of  those  comprehended  in  one  list,  no  more  than  two 
shall  be  chosen,  unless  a  third  should  he  included  in  the  lists  of  ano- 
ther province. 

Art.  4.  The  appointments  of  snbdelegates  of  districts,  having  a 
numerous  population,  without  Cabildos,  shall  be  made  provisionally, 
until  municipalities  are  established  in  them. 

Art.  6.  The  aforesaid  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  they  shall  be  subject  to 
scrutiny  into  their  conduct,  (residencies.) 

Art.  6.  The  salary  of  governors  of  provinces,  in  territory  actual- 
ly free,  shall  be  three  tnousand  jdollars,  ^nd  that  of  lieutenant  gover- 
nors, two  thousand. 

Art.  7.  If  any  individuatf  by  artifice,  intrigue,  bribery,  or  other 
unlawful  means,  procures  the  insertion  of  his  name  on  the  aforesaid 
list,  it  shall  be  erased  therefrom  by  the  director  of  the  state,  and  he 


•hall  bo  declai  €i3  inetpable  of  holditig  an^  office,  there  being  airfkictft 
evidence  of  his  guilt. 

Art.  8.  If  the  Capitularea  are,  in  atiy  way  delinquent  m  forming 
the  said  li^ta,  they  shall  iiicur  the  pviniahmem  io  the  test  article  ! 
tioaed. 


Ekction  ef  CM!do9, 

Art.  1.  Election  to  deliberative  officeii,  (empleoa^qpstples)  shall 
be  by  the  people,  in  the  cities  and  towi;»%  where  Cabil^os  are  esu-* 
blished.  Bat  the  notificatipns  to  electprs  diall  qqt  eztepil  to  those 
vho  reside  beyond  their  precinpjts^ 

Art  2.  The  citizens,  nevertheless,  of  the  v^cini^y  ^od  countjf 
ID  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  suffrage,  may  vote  if  they  so  think  pro- 
per, at  said  election. 

Art.  3.  The  city  or  toWii,  shall  be  divided  into  four  sections,  in 
each  one  of  which,  the  citizens  comprehended  in  it   shall  vote  for  as 
many  electors  as  correspond  to  tWe  number  of  inhabitants  in  saiddia-     ^ 
trict,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ^lector  to  tvery  five  thousand  souk* 

Art.  4.  In  the  cities  and  towns,  whose  population  may  not  be 
ai^Scient  for  the  s^)pointp[ipnt  of  fiv?  electors,  five  ahall,  however  ne^ 
cessartly  be  chosen,  each  vocable  voting  in  his  own  section  for  such 
persons  as  he  deems  proper. 

Art.  9  4^Vni«;  election  shall  preside,  a  Capitular,  associated 
with  two  Alcaldes  de  Yaino,  and  a  notary,  or  in  defect  of  hiin„  two  in* 
habitants  of  the  vicinity,  in  the  quality  of  witnesses;  and  it  shall  be 
holden  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November. 

Art.  6,  The  votary  being  concluded  in  the  several  sections,  all 
the  votes  shall  be  collected  in  the  Sala  Capitular;  and  being  publicly 
couiited  by  tho^e  whg  have  presided  as  aforesaid,  associated  with 
the  Jt^ld^lde  de  Primer  voto,  those  shall  be  elected  who  have  a  majo- 
i\iy  in  their  favpr. 

Art.  7.  ITie  electors  shall  meet  on  the  15th  of  December,  in  the 
game  Sala  Capitular,  to  ^vake  the  election  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  it 
being  made,  they  ^hall  notify  the  elected*  in  order  that  they  may  b<i 
ready  to  enter  upon  their  oQces,  as  soon  as  the  term  of  service  of  th<; 
^abildo  they  arc  to  succeed,  expires,  information  being  given  to  the 
governor  and  to  the  director  of  the  state.  , 

Art.  8.  The  Cabildos,  the  second  day  alter  entering  iota  oficei^  ^ 
shall,  elect  the  Alcaldes  de  Barrio  Bumandad  and  Fedanerosj  who  may 
be  necessary  to  maintain  order  and  administer  justice>  according  to 
the  powers  vested  in  them,  in  all  the  curacies  and  departments  oftb<^ 
covintrjr,  comprehended  in  their  respeo^e  territories. 

Art*  9.  Th^y  sh^n  form  a  book  lor  the  said  elections^  wbicli 
^hall  be  oiade  to  fall  upon  persona  of  the  beat  repute  for  talents  and 
integrity/ residents  in  tbe  Vicinity,  and  who  know  how  to  read  and 
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wttei  and^ey  ^all  tnitwii^  a  lim^ihs  f^fM99  ^i$mAi,  to  the  fo» 

Temor  or  lieqteQ^iQt  governor  of  the  province,  for  his  iaforflMiiioq. 

An.  10/  HDhey  sbaU  appomt  an  ftMe«or.  JUtrado^  who  sm^  btPoC 
ihe  €oq>Qratioo  and  on^  of  ihe  Alcalde  Ordioario^. 

Alt  li.  The  Cahiido^fball  c^s^iblUh  the  salary  of  the  asesor^  U 
being  charged  upon  the  funds  of  the  municipalty;  if  it  haa  not  b^enprii* 
viously  eatablifllKdt  when  Mich  funda  are  inadequate,  information  shall 
be  given  to  the  Supreme  Director!  in  order  that  be  may  make  proper 
provision. 

Art.  13.  The  governors  and  lieutenant  governors  and  Cabildos 
already  established,  under  the  highest  responsibility,  shall  be  rejquired 
to  inform  the  congress  of  the  places  in  which,  from  their  possessing 
thcf  requisite  population,  it  may  be  proper  to  erect  new  corporations, 
with  the  titles  of  cities  or  towns* 

CfiAPP«B  S« 

Mode  of  cf^mHng  miniotorial  officers. 

Art.  1.  Those  public  officers,  who  are  required  to  be  lawyersi 
withihe  exception  of  the  aaesoresdeCabildo,  and  secretarioe,  asea^ 
ores  de  intendepciast  shall  be  nominated  by  the  director,  upon  the 
recommendation  und$ir  oad),  of  the  oourta  of  appeal  for  the  respec 
live  districts*  The  order  in  wbich  persons  may  be  named  in  the 
aforesaid  recommeqdation,  shall  give  no  preference. 

Art.  2.  Recommendations  for  appmntmenta  to  military  officea  <^ 
every  grade  and  description,  shall  be  strictly  made  according  to  the 
order ^k1  scale,  whieh  the  ordinansa  general  del  exercito  prescribes. 

Art.  3.  Appointments  to  offices  relating  to  revenue,  police,  dock# 
yards,  manufactories,  the  office  of  captain  of  the  port,  and  the  like, 
ahaU  be  made  by  the  director  upon  the  recommendation  of  their  res* 
pective  chiefs  according  to  sfniority,  when  there  is  an  equality  as  to 
ability  and  services. 

Art.  4.  The  list  of  persons  recommended  shall  be  published  by 
the  chief  rccomniending  in  the  office  or  department  where  the  vacan- 
cy happeaSf  at  least  ei^^t  days  before  he  transmits  it  to  the  director, 
that  <mportunity  VfAy  be  afforded  lo  those  aggrieved  by  it,  toobtun 
suitable  redress. 

Art.  5.  When  his  interposition  is  proper,  the  director  shall  inter- 
pose and  proceeding  summarily,  declare  the  recommcndatioB  just, 
if  be  so  finds  it,  and  go  on  to  nominate,  or  return  it  to  the  chief  mak* 
tog  it,  to  be  aas^ed. 

Art.  6*  hk  eommi^/HOOS,  the  qualificatioqs  and  condition  of  the 
person  commissioned,  shall  always  hft  expressed,  without  which  he 
ahail  npt  be  enrolled  in  the  iribuwaL  of  accomns  and  the  offices  which 
belong  to  it»  nor  receive  tha  salavy  to  which  he  would  be  otherwise 
entitled*   . 
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Art  7.  A^jpoiotments  to  the  offices  of  chiefs  of  every  description, 
shall  be  made  by  the  director,  resprct  being  had  to  the  right  of  choice 
in  those  in  the  vicinity  where  the  vacancy  happecs,  if  such  right  ex- 
ist, and  timely  information  being  given,  as  far  as  the  public  interest 
will  admit;  the  director  shall  be  responsible  for  the  bad  selectioa  of 
the  said  chiefs.  / 

Art.  8.  All  other  offices  in  the  state,  the  appointment  to  which, 
is  not  by  law  otherwise  vested,  shall  be  of>en  to  the  director  to  be  fill- 
ed by  him  with  such  citizens  as  he  may  deem  most  suitable. 

Art.  9.  AH  ministerial  offices  shall  be  holden  during  good  be- 
havior. 

CHAPTER  4. 

Of  the  mode  of  electing  the  deputies  from  the  provinces  to  the  general 

.congress* 

Art.  t.  Prior  to  the  meetings  of  the  primary  assemblies  (asam« 
hleas  primarias)  to  be  holden  for  the  election  of  the  deputies  of  the 
proviQces,  there  shall  be  taken  an  accurate  census  of  all  the  ihhabi- 
tants  of  each  district^  unless  it  has  been  already  done,  at  least  eight 
years  from  the  present  time,  with  a  statement  of  thftt  portion  of  the 
population  inhabiting  cities,  towns,  and  villages.         * 

Alt  %  The  primary  assemblies  in  the  dties  and  towns  which 
have  municipalities,  shall  be  held  in  four  sectidtis,  in  each  of  which 
i^all  preside  one  member  of  the  municipality,  and  two  jucces  de  bar* 
rio.  of  thtf  greatest  probity,  assisted  by  a  notary,  if  there  be  a  compe- 
tent  number  of  these  officers;  if  otherwise,  in  the  presence  of  two 
witnesses. 

Art.  3.  In  every  section,  the  votables  shall  vote  for  so  great  a 
number  of  electors  as  shall  correspond  to  the  total  of  population,  in 
such  manner  as  that  there  sh^ll  be  one  elector  for  every  five  thousand 
sonls;  but  if  the  city  or  town  does  not  admit  of  division  into  four  sec- 
tions, all  the  citizens  shall  vote  in  one  place. 

Art.  4*  In  the  country,  the  same  proportion  shall  be  observed  at 
elections,  but  the  method  as  to  the  sections  shall  be  diflferent. 

Art.  5.  In  every  primary  assembly,  there  shall  be  sections,  and 
each  citizen  shall  vote  therein  for  an  elector. 

Art.  6.  The  principal  judge  of  the  curacy,  and  the  curate  with 
three  neigfhbors  of  probity  to  be  appointed  by  the  municipality  of  the 
district,  shall  meet  at  the  house  of  the  first,  and  shall  receive  the 
votes  as  they  are  given  in,  depositing  them  immediately  in  a  small 
chest  under  three  keys,  which  shall  be  distributed  between  the  judge, 
the  curate,  and  one  of  the  aforesaid  neighbors.  * 

Art.  7.  The  vote  may  be  given  either  verbally  or  in  writing, 
open  or  closed,  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  the  voter;  in  it  he  shall 
name  such  person  for  the  office  of  elector,  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
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Art.  8.  The  voter^  after  he  has^given  in  hi9  vote«  a«d  if  verballjTi^ 
aiier  its  iosertion  in  a  schedole,  shall  retire;  the  judge  shall  atteodl 
particularly  to  this  to  prevent  confusion  and  altercation. 

Art.  9.  If  any  ope  be  charged  at  such  election  or  afterwards,  with 
either  offering  or  taking  a  bribe,  he  shall  immediately  make  verbal 
defence  before  the  five  judges  of  the  section^  the  accuser  and  accused 
being  confronted,  and  the  charge  being  substantiated,  he  shall  forever 
after  be  incapable  of  voting,  and  be  ineligible  to  any  office;  false  ac- 
cusers shall  suffer  the  same  punishment  as  those  they  accused  would 
have  done,  had  the  charge  been  substaniiated. 

Art.  10.  The  voting  shall  positively  be  concluded  at  the  end  of 
two  days;  the  votes  of  each  section  shall  remain  shut  up,  and  the  fol- 
lowing d^y  the  alcade,  with  two  of  the  three  associated  neighbors, 
aforesaid,  shall  take  the  chest  containing  them  to  the  seccion  de  na« 
mero,  the  curate  then  delivering  that  key  which  mmis  entrusted  to  him« 

Art.  11.  The  district  of  United  Curacies,  which  shall  include  in 
its  territory  iive  thousand  souls,  shall  be  the  seeci<)n  de  numero. 

Aru  12.  If  there  should  be  no  town  in  the  district  of  the  sec- 
doD  de  numero,  the  municipality  of  some  neighboring  territory  shall 
designate  the  curacy,  which  shall  be  the  head  of  the  section,  prefer- 
ring always  the  most  populous  and  deciding  questions,  which  nuy 
arise  in  it« 

Art.  13.  To  the  head  of  the  section  de  numero,  shall  be  brought 
the  chests  of  the  9€CCiones  de proporcion^  Sind  they  shall  be  received  bf 
the  judge,  the  curate,  and  the  three  associated  neighbors  aforesaid, 
who  opening  them  shall  coun^the  votes,  declaring  and  certifying  die 
majority:  all  this  shall  be  d§ne  publicly. 

Art.  14.  Thqsc  chosen  electors,  shall  be. informed  of  their  elec- 
tion, and  shall  immediately  repair  to  the  place  where  the  electoral 
assembly  is  to  be  held. 

CQAFTfill  5. 

Of  the  electorai  assemblies. 

Art.  1.  The  electoral  assembly  shall  meet  in  the  town  house  of 
the  city  or  town,  which  has  a  municipality,  where  they  shall  assemble 
^  the  day  appointed  according  to  distance  and  other  circumstances^ 
without  delay. 

Art  2.  The  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  or  subdelegado,  wha 
^y  be  at  th«  head  of  the  municipality,  shall  preside  at  the  first  act 
^^  die  electors,  which  shall  be  to  nominate  a  president  from  among 
themselves  to  preserve  order:  he  having  the  majority  of  votes  shall 
'^president,  and  upon  his  election,  the  president  pro  tem.  shall  give 
pUce  to  him  and  retire  imn^ediately. 

Art.  S.  The  proceedings  of  the  electoral  assembly  shall  be  put 
5n  writing  by  the  notary  (see  ^eccbano)  of  the  municipality,  and  this 
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assemblf  fth^H  only  huve  the  power  bt  dbhig  pr^vk^u%  to  the  bo^ 
^ness  for  which  they  are  chosen,  such  things  M  are  necessa^  to  ea* 
tablish  the  regularity  and  ralidity  of  its  election,  withodt  occtipyingj 
for  such  purpose,  more  time  than  is  necessary  of  four  and  twenty 
hours. 

Art.  4.  It  shall  proceed  immediately  to  the  election  of  deputiea 
Ibr  the  congress,  and  the  election  shall  result  for  the  present,  from  M 
iimple  plurality  of  votes. 

Art.  5.  If  the  case  should  be  such«  that  by  the  scattering  of  the 
votes,  and  adherence  to  them  after  the  third  voting,  no  simple  ma« 
jority  results,  then,  those  between  whom  there  is  an  equality  of  votes, 
shaU  draw  lots  and  this  shall  decide. 

Art.  6.  No  elector  shall  vote  for  himself;  within  three  days  the 
election  shall  positively  be  concluded,  and  the  result  publishal,  the 
president  shall  imml^diately  inform  each  person  selected  of  his  elcc«» 
lion,  transmitting  a  proper  certificate  authenticated  by  the  notary  of 
the  fact. 

Art.  r.  As  the  number  of  deputies  to  form  the  general  congress 
must  depend  upon  the  census  spoken  of  in  article  1,  chap.  4,  there 
shall  be  such  regulation,  that  for  every  fifteen  thousand  souls,  there 
shiUl  be  one  reprcbentative  named. 

Art.  8.  Should  there  be  any  fractions,  the  following  rules  shall 
be  observed:  1.  If  in  the  seecion  de  numero,  there  should  be  any 
fraction  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred  souls,  only  one 
elector  shall  be  voted  for,  but  if  it  exceed  that  number,  two.  t.  If  in 
the  district  of  fifteen  thousand  souls,  \#hich  each  deputy  shall  repre* 
sent,  there  should  be  any  fraction  exceeding  seven  thousand,  and  five 
hundred  souls,  there  sh^ll  be  nanied  for  them  in  the  electoral  assem* 
bly  one  deputy;  but  if  the  fraction  should  be  less,  they  shall  not  have 
such  additional  representative;  but  be  considered  as  represented  by 
the  deputies  of  the  provinces. 

Art.  9.  Each  province  may  lessen  the  number  of  its  represenu-^ 
tives,  conferring  the  necessary  powers,  and  giving  the  proper  instruc* 
tions  to  those  they  may  deem  sufficienty  if  the  want  of  sufficient  funds, 
distance,  or  other  just  cause,  prevent  their  naming  the  number 
adequate  to  their  population,  with  the  express  condition  that  in  such 
powers,  the  cause  of  the  diminution  be  stated. 

Art.  10.  No  one  while  in  the  oflke  of  rcpresentauve,  shalVhoId 
any  other  public  office,  employment,  or  commission;  if  he  accept  any 
other,  he  shall  lose  the  first;  but  if  his  constituents,  after  his  so  losing 
It  re-elect  him;  he  may  in  this  cia^ hold  the  two  offices,  exercising 
the  last  by  deputy.  '  ^  ^ 
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SECTION  VI. 

()f  the  army  and  navy* 

CHAFTEB  1. 

Of  the  marine  and  regular  troops. 

Art.  1.  In  all  that  relates  to  the  naval  forces,  the  last  ordinance 
of  marine  (ordinanza  de  manna)  shall  be  observed,  so  far  as  it  is  coa* 
formable  to  the  actual  circumstances  oTthe  state. 

Art.  2.  The  director  shall  have  the  whole  military  authority, 
and  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  the  army,  and  the  militia: 
he  shall  appoint  a  commandant  of  each,  the  fsiado,  mayor  genera], 
serving  at  present  in  lieu  of  them* 

ArL  3.  The  provision  in  article  3,  of  the  limits  of  the  executive 
power,  shall  extend  equally  to  the  chief  of  the  Estado,  mayor  gen* 
cral,and  the  generals  of  the  army. 

Art.  4.  New  regiments  shall  not  be  created,  while  those  already 
created  are  not  filled  up. 

Art.  5.  The  supernumerary  officers  of  all  descriptions,  who  at  dif« 
ferent  epochas  of  the  government,  may  have  been  dismissed  from  ac* 
tive  service,  either  with  reason  or  without,  (which  shall  be  ascertain* 
ed,)  upon  declaration  of  their  readiness  to  serve,  shall  be  classed  for 
appointments  to  vacancies  in  the  regiments,  without  prejudicing  those 
actually  serving  in  them,  ox  toother  vacancies  suitable  to  the  circum-* 
aunces  of  the  individual.  ^ 

Art.  6.  If  the  supernumeraries  in  the  preceding  articles  mention* 
ed,  should  have^  received  whole  pay,  or  half,  or  one  third,  the  direc- 
tors of  the  state,  shall  require  from  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  a  ca^ 
talogue  of  them,  and  the  orders  that  may  have  been  received  for 
their  payment^  correcting  them  according  to  what  results  from  the 
provision  in  said  preceding  article. 

Art.  7.  Until  there  be  a  complete  regulation  on  this  bead,  there 
shall  be  no  appointment  to  offices  of  profit  except  those  of  escala  na* 
tural  in  the  regiment,  upon  the  recommendation  of  their  respective 
chiefs,  according  to  the  ordinance  and  through  the  medium  of  the 
eaudo  oiajor  general,  to  whom  the  scale  of  classification,  mentioned 
in  article  5,  shall  be  sf  nt,  that  it  may  appear  who  are  in  service  and 
who  are  not. 

Art.  8.  Until  the  establishment  of  the  uniform  systems  mention- 
ed in  art.  17  of  this  chapter,  the  tribunal  militar,  established  under 
the  regulation  under  which  it  was  governed,  shall  continue  in  lieu  of  , 
the  ancient  commission;  it  being  the  duty  of  the  defender  of  the  ac« 
cased  to  be  present  at  confession. 

Art.  9.  That  article  of  a  prior  regulation,  which  imposes  upon 
deserters  the  punishment  of  death  for  the  first  offence,  and  which  de« 
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dares  that  the  plea  of  pay  being  withheld  shall  not  avail,  being  abo- 
lished, in  future,  the  ordinanzo  miletar  shall  govern,  and  the  punish- 
ment it  provides  for  cases  of  desertion  be  alone  imposed. 

Throughout  the  state  shall  be  observed  the  ordinance  of  30th 
January,  1814,  as  to  the  supplying  vacancies  caused  by  desertion. — 
(Mte^^Thefoibwing  art.  was  in  the  original^  erroneously  marked  the 
lOrA.) 

Art.  11.  Governors,  lieutenant  governors,  and  sudelegados,  shall 
be  ever  watchful  for  the  apprehension  of  deserters,  if  they  fail  in  this 
piffticular,  it  shall  be  one  of  the  first  duties  when  residencia^  takes 
place,  to  inflict  upon  them  exerAplary  punishment. 

Art  12.  If  neglect  in  this  particular  he  proved  against  them  be* 
fore  their  offices  expire,  it  shall  be  the  iDdaspensable  duty  of  the  di« 
rector  to  remove  them, 

Art.  13.  The  alcaldez  de  hermandad  and  pedancas  de  las  cura* 
tos,  for  like  neglect,  shall  incur  for  the  first  olTence  a  fine  of  one  hun* 
dred  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  recruiting; 
and  upon  the  repetition  thereof,  be  removed. 

Art  14.  The  soldier  who  shall  inform  against  a  deserter,  shall, 
upon  his  apprehension,  be  rewarded  with  ten  dollars,  and  the  abate- 
ment of  two  years  of  his  term  of  service. 

Art.  15.  The  subaltern  officers  shall  read  frequently  to  the  sol- 
diers of  their  respective  companies,  the  ordinances  of  the  penal  laws 
from  art.  26  to  art.  43,  inclusive,  of  Tit.  10,  Trat.  8. 

Art.  16.  This  ordinance  being  in  a  great  measure  altered,  shall 
be  without  delay  reduced  to  order  by  another  which  shall  be  formed 
by  a  military  commissjpn  of  three  individuals,  to  be  named  by  the  di- 
rector, associated  with  the  asesor  general  of  war,  and  being  framed, 
shall  be  transmitted  to  congress  for  its  sanction. 

Art«  17.  The  director  shall  also  name  another  \:ommission  of 
five  individuals,  military  men  of  th^  most  extensive  information,  who 
shall  form  a  uniform  military  system,  embracing  the  regular  forces  of 
the  state  and  national  militia. 

Art.  18.  He  shall  also  appoint  another  commission  composed  of 
as  many  individuals  as  he  thinks  proper,  to  form  a  uniform  system 
for  the  regulation  of  the  marine,  in  all  branches  embracing  arrange- 
ments as  to  ports,  the  establishment  of  nautical  and  mathematical 
schools,  and  transmitting  it  when  formed  to  congress. 

Art.  19.  He  shall  establish  in  the  capital  a  permanent  academy, 
appointing  its  president  for  the  instruction  of  cadets  of  the  regimenu 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  upon  a  plan  to  be  furnished  by  the  estado 
9iayor  general,  and  approved  by  the  director. 

•  Residcncia— According  to  the  Spanish  Uw,  officers  at  the  expiration  of  term  of 
service,  are  %jund  to  reside  for  a  certain  period  in  the  places  where  ihey  exercised  iheb 
6lce«i  to  give  an  opportunity  to  proceed  asaiost  their  malversaiions. 
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CHAFTKR  2. 

Of  the  naitonal  militku 

Af^  1.  Every  individual  of  the  state  being  in  America,  every 
foreigner  enjoying  the  right  of  suffrage,  every  European  Spaniard, 
with  letters  of  naturalization,  and  all  free  persons  of  African  or  mixed 
blood,  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  country,  from  the 
age  of  fifteen  to  sixty,  unless  incapacitated  by  infirmity,  are  soldiers 
of  the  state,  bound  to  support  the  independence  which  has  been  de^ 
clared 

Art.  2.  From  the  aggregate  of  all  these  inhabitants  shall  be  form- 
ed with  all  possible  speed,  in  all  the  respective  provinces  by  the  re8<» 
pective  governors,  lieutenant  governors,  and  subdelegadoes,  a  body 
of  national  militia  of  infantry  or  cavalry^  according  to  the  quou  of 
the  province,  and  upon  that  footing  as  .to  force,  which  the  director 
shall  determine  by  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons,  or  independent 
companies,  subject  to  the  tegulation  of  the  14th}  January,  I8OUI9 
made  for  the  provincial  militia,  the  estado  mayor  general  giving  in* 
fomuition  of  variations  and  additions  when  deemed  necessary. 

Art*  3*  The  goveruor,  lieutenant  governor,  and  subdelegado  of 
each  province  shall  be  co.mmander  in  chief  of  its  militia,  while  in  of^ 
fice,  and  shall  make  all  recommendations  for  promotion  to  the  di« 
rector,  through  the  medium  of  the  estado  mayor  generaU  in  the  de^ 
partment  of  Buenos  Ayres:  the  governor  shall  in  like  manner  com* 
mand  the  militia,  if  he  be  a  military  man,  if  not,  the  commandant 
general  de  les  armes  shall  command. 

Art.  4.  In  the  national  militia  shall  be  included  all  persons  who 
have  obtained  commissions  in  it,  since  the  date  of  the  last  cited  re* 
gulations,  being  Americans  or  European  Spaniards,  with  letters  of 
iiaturaliaation. 

.Art.  5.  It  shall  be  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  governors,  lieu- 
tenant governors,  or  subdelegados  to  preserve  the  national  militia  in  a 
atate  of  good  discipline. 

.  Art.  6,  The  principal  object  of  this  militia  shall  be  to  defend 
the  state  and  to  aid  and  reinforce  the  army  4>f  the  line,  when  it  shall 
be  necessary. 

Art.  7.  When  it  may  be  necessary  to  detach  a  portion  of  the  mi- 
litia to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  line,  the  above  mentioned  chie& 
shall  do  so  with  persons  having  no  just  ground  to  claim  exemptions 
from  the  servicci  supplying  immediately  the  place  of  the  force  de- 
tached in  order  to  preserve  entire  the  national  force  of  the  province* 
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CHAPTER  3. 

Of  that  portion  of  the  militia  termed  civicos. 

Art*  1*  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  cities^  towns,  and  villa* 
ges  shall  be  formed  the  corps  of  civicos  by  regiments,  battalions,  or 
independent  companies. 

Art.  2.  This  militia  shaU  be  solely  of  such  as  have  property 
wort^  one  thousand  dollars  at  least,  of  the  owners  of  open  shops,  and 
of  all  who  exercise  a  trade,  or  pursue  some  public  occupation. 

Art.  3.  In  the  department  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  civicos  shall  be 
subject  to  the  Cabildo  in  subordination  to  the  supreme  director. 

Art.  4.  Of  the  residue  of  the  inhabitants  the  Cabildos  shall  have 
the  command  of  as  many  as  they  can  organize  without  prejudice  to 
what  belongs  to  the  governors,  lieutenant  governors,  and  subdelegados 
in  virtue  of  their  offices. 

Art.  5.Theappointmeutof  officers,  to  captains  inclusive,  shall  be 
made  by  the  director  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  chiefs  of  regi- 
ments, which  the  Cabildos  shall  transmit  through  the  medium  of  the 
estado,  mayorgeneral.  The  Cabildos  shall  by  themselves  recommend 
for  officers  of  higher  grades. 

Art.  6.  Those  persons  only  of  the  regular  army  incorporated  as 
chiefs,  as  sergeants  or  corporals  for  the  purpose  of  instruction,  shall 
be  out  of  the  ordinary  civil  jurisdiction  in  order  better  to  prevent  uo* 
just  imprisonment. 

Art.  7.  The  principal  duties  of  the  civicos  shall  be  to  maintato 
good  order  in  the  towSs,  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  justice  and 
defend  the  country. 

Art.  8.  No  soldier  of  thie  army,  of  the  lin^,  or  militia,  national^ 
or  civic,  to  whom  arms  have  been  entrusted,  sh^l  use  them  factiously 
against  any  inhabitant  of  the  state. 

.  Art.  9.  The  persons  thus  misusing  them,  shall  be  tried  and  ptin* 
ishcd  within  the  third  day,  by  the  judge  to  whom  the  cognizance  of 
the  offence  belongs,  for  the  satisfaction  of  public  justice,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  personal  security. 

SECTION  VII. 

Personal  security  and  the  liberty  of  the  press* 

Art.  1.  For  those  actions  offending  neither  against  public  order 
nor  interfering  with  private  rights,  men  are  solely  accbuntable  to 
God. 

Art.  %.  No  inhabitant  of  the  state  shall  be  obliged  to  do  that 
which  the  law  does  not  clearly  and  explicidy  command,  nor  restrain- 
ed from  that  which  it  does  not  in  like  manner  prohibit. 
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Art.  3.  Crime  is  solely  the  infraction  of  laws  in  fiil!  force,  since, 
irithout  this  requisite,  they  are  not  obligatory. 

^  Art^  4.  No  inhabitant  of  the  state  shall  be  punished  without  pre- 
vious legal  sentence,  and  regular  process. 

Art.  5.  All  orders  that  shall  be  issued  by  magistrates  in  the  reg- 
ular exercise  of  authority,  to  promote  public  order,  or  to  regulate  the 
business  pertaining  to  their  office,  shall  be  in  writing. 

Art*  6.  Excepting  orders  relating  to  the  army  in  matters  belong- 
ing to  the  service,  as  to  which  the  ordinance  of  (he  provinces  of  the 
Union  shall  be  observed. 

Art.  7.  Every  citizen  may  keep  in  his  house  powder,  and  arms, 
for  the  defence  of  his  person  and  property,  in  those  urgent  cases  in 
which  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  protection  of  the  magistrate. 

Art.  8.  The  government  shall  not  take  possession  of  such  arms 
unless  the  public  defence  should  require  them,  paying  their  jusc 
value. 

Art.  9.  The  house  of  a  citizen  is  a  sanctuary,  which  it  shall  be  a 
crime  to  violate;  it  shall  not  be  forcibly  entered  except  in  case  of  re* 
sistance  to  legal  process. 

Art.  10.  The  right  of  forcible  entry,  given  by  art.  9,  shall 
be  exercised  with  naoderation,  personally  by  the  judge  issuing 
the  process,  and  in  case  of  his  being  utterly  unable  to  act  in  person, 
the  order  delegating  the  power,  shall  be  in  writing,  with  all  necessary 
specifications,  a  copy  being  given  to  the  individual  when  apprehend- 
oi,  and  to  the  owner  of  the  house,  should  he  so  require. 

Art  11.  No  citizen  shall  resist  the  arrest  of  his  person  or  the 
seizure  of  his  goods  when  decreed  by  a  competent  magistrate,  but  he 
shall  have  the  right  of  claiming  the  full  benefit  of  the  provisions  in  favor 
of  personal  security,  contained  in  chap.  3,  sect.  4b,  of  this  provisional 
regulation. 

Art.  1%.  Every  man  shall  have  the  liberty  of  remaining  in  the 
territory  of  the  state,  or  departing  therefrom  as  he  thinks  proper,  so 
lonff  as  the  public  security  is  not  thereby  endangered  or  its  interests 
prejudiced. 

Art.  13.  The  preceding  provisions  in  favor  of  personal  liberty 
shall  never  be  suspended. 

Art.  l^.  Except  in  those  extreme  cases  in  which  the  public  secu- 
rity may  require  such  suspensions;  the  public  authorities  driven  by  so 
lamentable  a  necessity  to  this  measure,  shall  give  an  account  of  it  to 
coi^gress,  who  shall  examine  into  its  cause,  and  the  time  of  its  dura- 
tion. 

CHAPTER.  2. 

Liberty  of  the  press. 

Art.!.  The  decree  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
which  was  issued  Oct.  S6th,  1811,  and  which  is  incorporated  in  this 
chapter  shall  be  observed. 
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Art  2.  To  facilitate  the  use  of  this  liberty  it  is  d^larcd  that  wy 
individQal,  be  he  native  or  foreigner,  may  freely  erect  printing 
presaes  in  any  city  or  town  of  the  state,  with  this  sole  condition, 
that  he  iriiall  give  previous  information  to  the  provincial  govemoft 
lieutenant  governor,  and  Cabildo,  and  that  every  thing  printed  shall 
bear  the  name  of  the  printer,  and  of  the  place  where  the  press  is 
erected. 

Art.  8.  The  intendentes  policia,  shall  be  particularly  careful 
that  in  periodical  works,  and  public  papers,  the  greatest  possible 
decorum  shall  be  preserved,  without  failure  of  the  respect  due  to 
magistrates,  to  the  public,  and  to  individuals. 

Art.  4*.  In  cases  of  violations  of  article  3du  it  shaU  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  intendentes  to  give  notice  to  the  tribunal  of  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  which  conformably  to  the  laws  establishing  and  regu- 
lating it,  shall  scrupulously  examine  the  matter. 

•    Decree  of  the  liberty  of  the  press^  of  October  20th,  1811. 

Art.  1.  Every  man  may  publish  his  opinions  freely,  and  without 
previous  license,  (previa  censura)  all  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to 
this  liberty  shall  be  of  no  effect. 

Art.  "Z.  The  abuse  of  this  liberty  is  a  crimet  when  it  invades 
private  rights,  its  prosecution  belongs  to  the  persons  interested,,  and 
to  all  the  citizens  when  it  endangers  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  the 
public  tranquillity,  or  the  constitution  of  the  state.  The  magistrates 
having  cognizance  shall  impose  the  punishment  according  to  law. 

Art.  3.  To  guard  against  abuses  in  the  classification  and  gradu- 
ation of  crimes  of  this  kind,  there  shall  be  created  a  body  of  nine 
individuals  with  the  title  of  protectors  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  la 
order  to  its  formation  the  Cabildo  shall  present  a  list  of  fifty  respect* 
able  persons  not  employed  in  the  administration  of  the  government, 
from  these  selections  shall  be  made  according  to  plurality  of  votes. 
The  electors  shall  be  the  prelado  eclesiastico*  alcalde  de  primer  vote, 
sendico  procurador,  fiscal  de  la  camera,  and  two  respectable  persona 
of  the  vicinity,  nominated  by  the  Cabildo.  The  escabano  de  pueblo 
shall  certify  the  election,  and  respective  commissions  which  shall  be 
deFn  ered  to  the  elected  without  loss  of  time. 

Art.  4.  The  power  of  these  protectors  shall  be  limited  to  deter*- 
mining  whether  or  not  there  be  criminal  matter  in  such  publications 
as  may  be  submitted  to  them.  The  punishment  of  the  crime,  afte^; 
the  evidence  is  declared,  shall  belong  to  the  magistrates.  The  prt^ 
tectors  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
there  shall  be  a  new  election. 

Art.  5.  The  third  ol  the  votes  in  favor  of  the  accused,  shall  be 
a  sentence  of  acquUtal. 

Art,  6.  Any  party  interested  appealing,  the  protectors  shall' 
cbuse  by  lot,  nine  individuak  of  the  forty-one  rcm^ittiagoo  the  list, 
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out  of  which  they  themselves  were  selected^  these  shall  review  the 
matter,  and  their  sentence,  if  in  favor  of  the  accused,  shall  be  irref^oca- 
ble.  In  cases  of  challenge  for  just  cause,  the  pUces  of  the  challenged 
shall  be  supplied  in  the  same  manner. 

Art.  r.  The  same  method  shall  be  followed  in  the  provincial 
capitals,  substituting  for  the  Prior  de  Corsulado,  the  Depuudo  de 
comercia,  and  for  the  Fiscal  de  la  Camera,  the  Promotor  FiscaL 

Art.  8.  Works  which  treat  of  religion  shall  not  be  published 
without  scrutiny  by  the  diocesan.  In  case  of  accusation,  the  work 
shall  be  re-examined,  by  the  same  ecclesiastic,  assisted  by  four  of  the 
protectors,  and  the  majority  of  votes  shall  constitute  an  irrevocable 
sentence. 

Art.  9.  Authors  are  responsible  for  their  works,  or  the  printers, 
not  making  it  appear  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  10.  This  decree  shall  be  observed,  till  congress  otherwise 
determine. 

FINAI.  CHAPTKR. 

General  proviaiom* 

1.  The  reglamento  de  policia  (regulation  of  police)  issued  the 
iSd  day  of  December,  1812,  for  the  capital  and  province  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  shall  subsist  for  the  present  under  the  following  limitations: 
The  powers  of  the  intendente  de  policia,  shall  remain  vested  as  they 
are  in  the  governor  of  the  province;  the  three  commissaries,  with 
the  powers  and  duties  designated  in  the  said  regulation,  shall  con- 
tinue for  the  present  under  the  inspection  of  the  governor,  and  among 
th«m  sentori^  as  to  the  possession  of  office  shall  alone  give  pre- 
ference; except  their  salaries  they  shall  receive  no  emolument  for 
services  performed  in  quality  of  commissaries.  The  governor  shall 
undertake  no  work  requiring  expenditure  of  public  money  without 
previous  consent  of  the  Cabildo  and  the  approbation  of  the  director. 
Ev«ry  payment  shall  be  made  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  in 
the  said  regulation.  No  payment  shall  be  made  at  the  treasury  with- 
out the  approbation  of  the  supreme  dfrector,  and  the  treasurer  shall 
replace  money  paid  by  him  contrary  to  this  article.  The  Sd,  4th  and 
5ch  articles,  which  establish  an  assessor,  portero,  and  escribano  de 
ramo,  shadl  be  repealed,  the  last  office  being  exercised  by  a  like  offi* 
cer  of  the  general  government.  The  8th,  10th,  and  14th,  shall  only 
have  effect  so  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  personal  security,  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  other  rights  of  man,  which  have  been  declared. 
The  41st,  of  the  circular  instruction  to  the  alcaldes  de  bario,  shall  be 
observed  so  far  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  chapter  upon  the  liberty 
of  the  pre^^...^ll  the  change  that  may  have  been  made  contrary  to 
the  said  reglaments  de  policia,  and  to  what  the  estatuto  provisional, 
{provisional  statute)  of  May  5th,  1815,  m  article  1,  final  chanter 
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of  general  provision  provides,  shall  be  amended*  the  office  of  four 
commsisaries  last  Established  being  suppressed. 

2.  The  Cabildos  of  the  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  state,  shall 
appoint  a  commission  of  four  persons  of  the  vicinity,  of  the  best  in- 
formation and  the  greatest  zeal  for  the  public  good,  who,  keeping  in 
mind  the  said  reglaments  of  the  capital,  shall  form  one  suitable  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  place,  transmitting  it  to  congress  for  their  ap- 
probation* 

3*  Securities  for  the  due  discharge  of  duty  shall  be  required 
from  all  officers,  according  to  the  nature  of  each  office;  the  laws  for- 
merly requiring  them  being  hereby  restored.  Those  exercising  offi- 
ces, for  the  due  performance  of  which  security  ought  to  be  given, 
are  peremptorily  required  to  give  it  within  six  months  from  the  date 
of  this  provisional  regulation,  the  director  and  governors  attending 
to  this,  with  the  privilege  of  taking  four  securities,  each  security 
binding  himself  for  one*fourth  of  the  whole  amount. 

4.  To  the  officers  of  the  treasury  (ministras  de  hacienda,  and 
the  officers  of  the  custom  house,  administradores  de  aduaniaj)  shall 
be  restored  the  covecive  jurisdiction  for  the  recovery  and  collection 
of  debts,  certain  and  liquidated,  in  favor  of  the  state. 

5.  The  laws  and  decrees  made  by  the  last  convention  (asam- 
blea)  as  to  religious  profession,  shall  be  of  no  effect. 

6.  Contributions  imposed  in  one  province  for  its  special  benefiti 
shall  not  extend  to  the  other. 

7.  All  the  provinces  in  the  union,  cities  and  towns,  having  CabiU 
dos,  may,  without  the  necessity  of  obtaining  permission,  giving,  how* 
ever,  previous  information  to  the  director,  make  all  the  establish- 
ments they  may  deem  useful  and  promotive  of  their  industry,  pros- 
perity,  arts,  and  sciences,  without  prejudice  to  the  friends  of  the 
state. 

8.  All  those  in  possession  of  letters  of  naturalization,  which  have 
not  been  issued  by  the  former  general  constituent  assemby,  by  the 
present  congress,  or  the  Supreme  Director  for  the  time  being,  in  vir* 
tue  of  the  decree  of  29th  August,  shall  present  them  to  the  present 
one  for  ratification,  should  they  deserve  it,  without  which  they  shall 
be  of  no  effect. 

9.  All  the  officers  of  the  government,  including  the  Su» 
preme  Director  of  the  state  and  his  secretaries,  shall,  upon  termination 
of  office,  be  liable  to  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  the  director  and  his 
secretaries,  before  congress,  the  others  before  judges  to  be^  appointed 
by  the  congress,  the  last  shall  be  liable  to  such  secretary  for  four 
months  after  termination  of  office. 

10.  The  present  provincial  regulation  shall  be  observed 
throughout  all  the  territory  of  the  state,  from  the  time  of  publication^ 
which  the  director  shall  cause  to  be  made  in  a  convenient  form. 
Those  articles  of  the  provisional  statute  (estatuto  proviscina)  passed 
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by  the  junta  de  observacioo,  not  compreheoded  herein,  being  repeal- 
ed, and  all  anterior  laws^  regulations,  and  decrees  in  opposition  to  it^* 
being  in  like  banner  repealed*    - 

Sanctioned  by  the  general  congress,  sealed  with  the  provisional 
seal,  signed  by  the  president,  and  countersigned  by  his 
secretary,  in  Buenos  Ayres*  the- third  day  of  Decemberi 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

PEDRO  LEON  GALLO,  President; 
Doct.  Jose  Eujenio  Eleas,  Secretary. 


SO 
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H. 

(Copy.) 

17ie  director  Cad  interim  J  of  theotate^inBuenooAyreOy  tothetiiizens 
of  all  the  provinces* 

I  could  wish  by  meilDfe  of  f  detailed  fnantfesto,  to  explain  to 
the  people  every  step  which  has  been  uken  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing concord  with  the  chief  of  the  Orientals,  and  the  difficulties 
which  have  constantly  opposed  thhmselves  to  so  desirable  an  objecti 
by  this  means,  also,  holding  out  a  warning  to  M  minds  of  the  eviU 
which  must  flow  from  these  unfortunate  differences.  But  for  the  pre- 
sent this  is  not  possible,  nor  so  necessary  as  the  immediate  commuiu- 
cation  to  all  of  the  results  of  our  last  negotiations* 

No  mystery  has  been  attempted  in  this  business,  even  the  minut- 
est particulars  have  been  made  known  to  all  such  as  were  desirous  of 
being  informed;  but  at  a  distance,  every  thing  is  liable  to  misrepresent 
taiion;  it  is  therefore  my  duty  to  provide  against  it.  For  this  purpose t 
I  confine  myself  for  the  present,  to  the  publication  of  the  documents 
necessary  for  the  information  that  may  be  desired,  these  will  save  me 
ithe  trouble  of  a  statenr.entahat  may  possibly  deserve  the  impuution  of 
being  made  with  passion;  while  the  citizens  of  all  the  provinces  will 
thus  be  left  at  liberty  to  form  their  opinions  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  reason,  without  being  led  astray  by  partiality. 

It  is  notorious  that  I  sent  deputies  to'the  chief  of  the  Orientals, 
in  order  that  we  might  fix  upon  some  plan  of  establishing  such  an 
understanding  and  harmony,  a^  Would  be  sufficient  to  avoid  reciprocal 
aggressions,  until  the  general  congress  should  be  assembled,  and  ar- 
range our  differences  on  permanent  principles. 

The  propositions  reciprocally  made,  did  not  satisfy  either;  the 
decision  was  reserved  for  a  future  congress. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things,  when  there  appeared  in  this  city 
four  deputies,  sent  from  an  assembly  of  the  Orientab,  and  united 
with  these,  Cordova,  Santa  Fee,  and  Corientes,  with  official  instruc- 
tions from  general  Artigas,  which  authorized  them  to  enter  into 
stipulations.  The  documenu  subjoined,  have  originated  from  this 
procedure. 

Finally,  after  refusing  to  sign  the  sutement  No.  2,  of  the  docu- 
ment No.  3,  they  returned,  giving  assurances  by  word,  that  they  went 
in  peace;  and  they  were  answered,  "  peace  be  with  you."  People  of 
the  provinces,  it  is  for  you  to  judge;  the  case  is  yoarsy  and  your  safe- 
ty is  the  supreme  law  of  the  state* 

(Signed)  IGNACIO  ALTABEZ. 

Buenof  Jlyreoj  8tA  Atguttj  181^ 

GSBGOBIO  TAOU. 
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that  lor  the  e$tailishment  of  harmony ^  presented  by  the  deputaiion  of 
the  chief  of  the  OrienkUs,  to  the  government  of  Buenos  4yres. 

Hiere  shall  |^  an  unioD,  oflFtcosive  sind  dtCeostve,  between  tHe 
provinces  under  thf  direction  of  the  chief  of  the  Orientaby  and  the 
government  of  Buenps  Ayres. 

The  troops  of  Busnos  Ayres  which  passed  over  to  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  Ururaay,  shall  be  considered  as  purely  auxiliary,  until  the  oc« 
cupation  of  Monte  Videq;  there  shall  be  restored  of  what  was  carried 
away  from  that  place,  three  thousand  stand  of  arms,  one  thousand 
swords,  twelve  pieces  of  tight  artillery,  of  two's,  four's,  and  sixe's. 
There  shall  be  mounted  on^e  fortifications,  the  number  of  pieces  of 
artillery  that  may  be  requisite  the  principal  portion  to  be  brass,  with 
the  necessary  material  for  allai^d  each  of  said  cannon;  nine  gun  boau, 
with  all  requisite  supples:  ponder,  fixed  ammunition  for  cannon  of 
every  caliber,  also  for  small  arips,  and  fifty  five  thousand  flints;  one 
half  of  the  mortars  taken  away;  the  bombs,  grenades,  with  every 
thing  for  using  them,  together  with  the  printing  press. 

To  Santa  Fee,  there  shall  be  delivered  five  hundred  stand  of 
arms. 

To  Cordova,  a  like  number. 

The  remainder  of  the  articles  withdrawn  from  the  Oriental  pro« 
^nce  of  the  Uruguay,  shall  remain  in  Buenos  Ayres  as  a  deposit,  for 
^M^  puiMie  of  aiding  the  other  provinces,  to  be  used  at  the  instance 
oi|||ie  chief  of  the  Orientals,  and  for  the  aid  of  the  province  of  Bue- 
nos'A)Tes  itself,  according  to  its  future  exigencies. 

\lie  deputation  has  the  honor  to  sute  to  his  excellency,  the  di« 
rector  of  Buenos  Ayres,  that  they  will  cheerfully  enter  into  any  dis* 
cusaioo^  to  which  their  propositions  may  give  rise,  with  the  magis- 
tracy of  l^is  capital,  according  to  the  25th  article  of  the  1st  chapter, 
section  5|^of  the  provisional  statute. 

(Signed)  MIGUAL  BARRIERO, 

-  JOSE  ANTONIO  CABRERA, 

JOSE  GARCIA  DE  CASSIO. 

Buotifis  Jtyresj  id  July  ^  1815. 


OJgwifil  letter  qfhU  excellency  the  director  of  the  etaie^  to  the  chttf  of 

the  Oriental* 

Tht  deputation  sent  by  your  excellency  to  thb  govemn^ent,  pre« 
MttieA  JMT  ctteemed  c<»mmunt€itioa  of  the  89lb  ultimo,  which  at  the 
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same  time  that  !t  served  as  the  credentials  of  the  missioni  manifested 
the  desire  of  conciliation  which  animates  your  exceUency. ''  I  #as  in- 
deed induced  to  expect  from  this,  that  the  mission  had  been  directed 
to  prppose  more  reasonable  grounds  of  accommodation,  than  those 
oflfered  by  yourself  to  my  deputies,  Coronel  Pico,  and  D«  Riverola* 
Judging  by  my  own  heart,  I  considered  the  negotiation  already  end- 
ed. 1  requested  the  deputies  to  give  me  their  proposals  in  writing,  and 
the  following  day  they  reproduced  in  substance  the  same  as  before 
offered,  with  the  addition  of  several  supernumerary  articles.  I  im- 
mediately took  steps  to  assemble  the  authorities  according  to  the  pro- 
vision in  such  cases  of  the  25th  art*  chap«  1st,  sec*  3d,  of  the  provis* 
ional  statute,  by  whom  the  subject  has  been  maturely  considered,  and 
the  plan,  propoeedanew  on  yourpart,duly  weighed;  they  have  resolved 
to  give  for  answer,  that  the  claims  of  your  excellency  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  supreme  judgment  of  the  general  congress  of  all  the  provinces: 
that  if  in  reality,  the  sovereignty  of  this  august  body  is  to  be  recog- 
nized, it  is  proper  to  wait  fur  its  determination,  which  ¥nll  irrevoca- 
bly terminate  our  differences.  We  concurred  in  our  private  opitnions 
how  injurious  to  the  common  v,ause  these  discords  must  be,  particu- 
larly in  this  important  portion  of  the  country;  the  sending  to  your  ex- 
cellency the  before  mentioned  deputies  was  an  act  dictated  by  the  ne* 
cessity  of  coming  to  an  amicable  understanding,  so  that  the  expedi- 
tion expected  from  the  peninsula,  should  find  us  acting  in  concert,  as 
I  have  expressly  stated  in  my  communication  of  the  eleventh  of  May* 
In  such  circumstances  it  was  plainly  lor  the  common  interest  that  we 
should  at  least  agree  not  to  make  war  upon  each  other,  even  if  we 
should  be  unable  to  agree  upon  any  tiling  else;  it  never  could  be  just 
to  expose  the  fate  of  all  t)ie  provinces  by  disputes  betweea  the  Ori- 
entals and  Buenos  Ayres,  for  advantages  reciprocally  claimed  over 
each  other*  But  since  the  danger  which  threatened  us  is  dissipated, 
let  us  await  the  decision  of  the  supreme  congress  on  our  cause;  if  we 
are  liberal  in  our  principles,  and  are  not  disposed  to  wrong  the 
other  provinces,  let  us  give  them  a  share  in  the  adjudication  of  rights, 
when  it  so  properly  belongs  to  them. 

Buenos  Avres,  by  the  sacrifices  ^he  has  made,  has  been  reduced 
to  her  present  state  of  honorable  poverty;  her  efforts  were  miade  as  a 
member  of  the  union,  and  as  the  capital  of  all;  as  a  member,  she  has 
brought  all  her  wealth  into  the  common  fund;  as  the  capital,  she  has 
received  contributions  from  the  other  mennbers,  without  discrimina- 
tion. But  for  none  has  there  been  so  much  expended  as  for  Monte 
Video.  Your  excellency,  in  her  name,  demands  those  articles  which 
have  been  taken  away,  and  generously  bestows  a  thousand  stand  of 
arms  upon  Cordova,  and  Santa  Fee,  the  remainder  to  remain  in  de- 
posit, in  this  place,  to  be  used  at  your  instance  (see  intervention)  to 
aid  the  other  provinces.  The  difficulty  consists  in  this,  that  if  all  the 
other  provinces  should  fellow  the  examples  of  the  Orientals,  and  de- 
mand what  they  have  contributed,  Buenos  Ayres  will  also  come  in  for 
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a^Bbgrei  and  it  wIU  be  her  duty  to  make  an  equal  diatribution  of  the 
property  which  has  been  saved  in  the  general  fa^nkrupcy,  to  each  cre- 
ditor, according  to  the  amount  of  his  credit.  But  Buenos  Ayres  can* 
not  be  both  party  and  judge;  it  is  therefore  evident*that  the  next  con- 
gress is  the  only  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  this  important  cause. 
Until  then,  (aspiring  still  to  the  praise  of  acting  with  the  same  modera« 
tion,  you  have  shewn  in  the  midst  of  the  severe  trials  experienced  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  as  you  have  observed  in  your  communicati^,) 
your  conduct  will  be  such  as  to  preclude  the  occurrence  of  unhappy 
contentions;  while,  on  my  part,!  shall  do  nothing  bbt  to  endeavor  to 
prevent  it.  To  this  end,  I  have  ordered  a  force  to  Santa  Pee,  with 
instructions  to  publish  the  prodaipations  herewith  enclosed*  The 
deputies  of  yourjexcellency  have  experienced  some  detention,  because 
having  informed  them  of  the  measure  before  mentioned,  I  was  ap- 
prehensive that  they  would  hasten  to  your  excellency  in  order  to  op« 
pose  the  carrying  it  into  effect  wirti  the  necessary  tranquillity.  They 
have  not  with  all  persons  observed  the  greatest  prudence  in  their  con- 
versation, forgetful  of  their  character  in  which  they  appeared,  and  of 
the  frankness  which  they  were  received  in  this  city* 

I  ought  not  to  omit,  on  this  occasion,  to  satisfy  your  excellency 
with  respect  to  the  surprise  which  you  tell  me  in  your  letter,  already 
Ooticed,  of  the  10th  ol  July,  was  felt  by  you  at  my  stating  in  mine  of 
the  1st  of  the  same  month,  that  vour  excellency  was  unwilling  to  en* 
ter  into  details  on  the  subject  ol  the  establishment  of  mutual  harmo- 
ny. This  complaint,  which,  iconfess,  surprised  me  much,  was  made 
by  your  excellency  in  your  communication  of  the  iSth  qf  June, 
brought  by  my  deputation.  Tour  excellency  will  please  to  examine 
the  original,  and  I  hope  your  excellency  will  not  persist  in  asserting 
officially,  wl^at  can  thus  be  refuted.  Let  us  not  be  intolerant  b  *  cause 
we  happen  to  differ  in  matters  of  opinion.  Athens  and  Lacedemon, 
under  different  forms  of  government,  attained  equal  glory  and  felici- 
ty; we  have  differed  as  to  what  best  suits  us,  we  have  not  yet  fixed 
on  the  kind  of  govermnent  that  is  to  be  adopted,  and  for  this  reason 
our  differences  appear  to  be  interminable;  so  that  in  whatsoever 
mode  the  question  is  received,  there  is  the  greater  reason  for  refer- 
ring it  to  the  decision  of  the  general  congress;  V^e  shall  otherwise  be 
*  at  variance,  without  the  possibility  of  coming  to  a  compromise;  may 
the  day  of  its  accomplishment,  with  the  establishment  of  our  ardently 
desired  liberty,  soon  arrive. 

(Signed)  IGNATIO  ALVAREZ. 

Buenos  Jyres^ist  Jlugtisij  1815. 

Grcgorig  Tagle,  Secretary, 
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Official tHtertf  Urn  JkUofuo  tkmt^  t9  tkedlrfei^r  §/  th§  9taU^  mc^ 
cmtipanud  ky  the  note$  deeignaifd  X  md  % 

Most  Excellent  8ir^ 

I  have  entered  iota  conference  with  the  deputies  of  the  chief 
of  the  OrieouU,  in  pursuance  of  your  exceUensy^s  ioetruciioiis.  I 
considered  it  expedient  not  to  defer  it  until  they  diouid  produce  8ufi> 
ci^t  credentials  from  the  congress  of  Paysander,  of  which  they  dc^ 
elite  themselves  the  deputies:  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  informality 
of  their  powers  ofhght  not  to  sUnd  in  the  way  of  the  estahlishment  chT 
an  honorable  peace,  when  ttie  stipulations  might  afterwards  be  legally 
zed  by  confirmation;  and  as  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  obtain  reg^ 
ular  from  the  congress  which  no  longer  exists,  the  adjustment  may  slUl 
be  considered  as  made  with  the  chief  of  the  OrientalSf  After  protract- 
ed debates,  it  was  finally  agreed  that  peace  should  be  estaUished,  aad[ 
that  the  Orientals  should  renounce  Aeir  pretensions.  Without  a  mo- 
inent's  loss  of  time,  I  proposed  the  establishment  of  its  basis  accoiding 
to  the  principles  agreed  upon,  and  to  sanction  it  by  our  signatures.  But 
I  soon  found  that  in  their  conceptions  it  was  not  so  easy  to  sign  as  tnpr<^ 
mise.  They  thendeli  vered  me  the  signed  paper  No.  1 .  I  saw  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  affirm  it,  on  account  of  the  doubts  jfhich  it  presented, 
and  the  interpretations  of  which  it  was  susceptible,  the  simple  propo- 
sition which  it  contains  being  conceived  in  vague  and  indefinite  termsy 
and  the  authority  of  theSupremeDi rector  narrowed  inan offensive  man^ 
ner,  placing  it  even  below  that  of  the  chief  of  the  Orientals,  and  bcm 
lag  changed  into  the  simple  government  of  Buenos  Ayres;  and^  finaU 
ly,  because  it  is  not  couched  in  the  terms  used  amongst  civilized  na» 
tions.  For  these  reasons  I  presented  them  the  note  No.  2,  and  re- 
quested their  sanction.  They  replied,  that  the  articljB^  were  con- 
formable to  what  had  been  argued  upon,  in  our  conferences,  but  that 
they  were  all  consequences  of  the  single  arucle  establishing  peace, 
ttc;  they  said  they  would  religiously  pledge  their  faith  ana  honor, 
for  the  true  performance  of  them,  but  that  they  were  unwilling  to 
sign  the  paper;  this  is  the  only  reason  they  ha^  thought  proper  t9 
give  for  a  conduct  so  strange.  They  dropt  something,  it  is  truQi 
about  its  not  being  expedient  to  sign  at  the  present  moment,  although  ; 
just  to  do  so,  and  that  they  would  give  an  explanation  of  the  reasons 
more  fdlly  on  their  return  home.  Such  have  been  the  subterfuges 
with  which  they  have  evaded  signing  the  accommodation  which  I 
proposed  them,  and  such  also  is  the  result  of  our  protected  confer* 
ences.  The  most  earnest  and  energetic  represenutions  have  been 
unavailing  to  induce  them  to  desist  from  a  conduct  so  injurious.  The 
conferences  at  length  closed,  without  effecting  any  thing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  ANTONIO  SAENS. 

Bueruis  Ayr es^  iith  August^  IHIB. 


C«3  is» 


To  thif  tuprem*  tSrector. 
No.  1. 

The  citizens  Don  Jose  Garcia  de  Cassio,  Don  Jose  Antonio  de 
Cibriera,  Don  l^squal  Andino,  and  Don  Miquel  Barriero,  deputieft> 
from  the  congress  of  the  Orientals,  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  govern-^ 
lAeiit  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  have  terminated  a  conference  with  citizea 
Bon  Antonio  Saens,  authorized  by  His  elLcellency  for  that  purpose, 
with  this  only  proposition: 

There  shall  be  peace  between  the  territories  under  the  govern- 
meftt  of  the  chief  of  the  Orientals,  and  his  projection,  and  the  govera- 
mcnt  of  Buenos  Ayres* 

(Signed.)  MIQUEL  BARRIERO, 

DON  JOSE  OARICIA  DE  CASSIO, 
DON  PASCAL  ANDRINO, 
^    JOSE  ANTONIO  CABRERA. 

Signed  of  Buenos  Jyres  the  3d  o/dugusi^  1 815. 


No.  2. 

ThecOttmissioner,  on  behalf  of  his  excellency  die  Supreme  Di- 
rector of  the  state,  appointed  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  four  deputiee» 
who  have  come  for  this  purpose  from  Paysander,  sent  by  general  Ar^ 
t^^,  requires,  that  the  sole  proposition  of  peace,  which  they  have 
Butocribed,  should  be  reduced  to  a  formal,  and  solemn  treaty,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  foUowing  articles. 

-  f^rst.  There  shall  be  perpetual  peace,  friendship,  and  alliance  be- 
twcilstt  the  chief  of  the  Orientals,  and  the  government  of  Buenos 
Ayres. 

Second.  The  same  shall  be  established  beOj^een  the  citizens  who 
reside  under  the  government  and  protection  ofeach* 

Third.  Both  territories  and  governments  shall  be  independent  of 
eich  other* 

Fourth.    The  Parana  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  between 

them. 

Fifth.    Each  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  renounce  all  claims 
to  indemnity,  for  what  may  have  been  attributed  to  the  common 

cause. 

Sixth.    They  likewise  oblige  themselves  to  send  deputies  to  the 
congress  of  Tucuman. 
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Seventh.  The  vessels  which  have  left  Buenos  Ajtcs  for  Monte 
Tideo,  or  other  parts  under  the  chief  of  the  Orientab,  shalTbe  per* 
mitted  to  return. 

Eighth.  A  veil  thall  be  cast  over  the  past,  and  no  one  be  perse* 
euted  for  his  conduct  heretofore. 

Ninth.  The  four  deputies  of  the  congress  of  Paysander,  shall 
produce  sufficient  powers  to  ratify  the  treaty. 

Tenth.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  competent 
authorities  in  three  days,  and  by  the  congress  assembled  at  Paysan- 
der, within  twelve. 

(Signed)  ANTONIO  SAEN8.    , 

Buenos  Jiyres,  ZdAugusty  1815. 


Another  ojfficial  letter  from  his  excellency^  the  (Erector  of  the  state^  to  thf^ 
chief  of  the  Orientals. 

After  having  delivered  to  the  deputies  from  your  excellency  the 
communication  dated  the  first  of  the  present  month,  advising  you  of 
the  result  of  the  last  negotiations,  they  proposed,  that  some  mode 
should  be  adopted  to  render  negotiaticm  less  difficult,  i  immediate- 
ly  took  steps  for  this  purpose,  in  order  that  the  deputies  might  de- 

fart  in  peace,  and  that  the  same  should  be  with  this  government, 
repeated  that  I  should  be  unchangeable  in  my  principles  of  modera- 
tion, and  that  I  would  preserve  all  possible  harmony  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  provinces  over  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  preside.  I  expect  the  like  sentiments  on  tjie 
part  of  your  excellency,  and  in  this  confidence,  I  pray  you  to  permit 
the  return  of  the  vessels  which  have  left  this  river  in  good  (ikji  to 
the  ports  of  the  eastern  shore,  and  which  suffer  great  prejudice  in 
,  consequence  of  the  detention.  In  this  case,  justice  will  acquire  the 
credit  of  generosit3^and  variance  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the '  go« 
vemments  will  be  less  calamitous  to  the  unfortunate  citizens  who 
have  no  part  in  their  discords. 

(Signed)  IGNACIO  ALVAREZ. 

Buenos  Ayres^  August  7th^  1815. 

Gregorio  Tagle. 

To  general  Jose  Artigas^  chief  of  the  Orientals. 
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General  Jirttgas  to  the  supreme  director ^  Fueyerredon^ 
(TranslatioD.) 

EXCEI.LE17T  Sir, 

Hovtr  long  docs  your  excellency  mean  to  sport  with  my  fo:  - 
bearance?  Eight  years  of  revolution,  of  privations,  of  dangers,  of  re- 
verses, and  misfortunes,  ought  to  have  sufficed  to  establish  the  rec* 
titude  of  my  intentions,  and  the  character  oCmy  government;  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Oriental  people  has  more  than  once  shone  forth:  they 
ought  to  know  the  delicacy  1  have  manifested  in  reference  to  the  in« 
alienability  of  their  sacred  rights;  and  your  excellency  has  the  bold- 
ness to  insult  them!  Your  excellency  is  doing  every  thing  in  your 
power  to  provoke  my  moderation;  the  thought  of  this  alone  should  ' 
cause  your  excellency  to  tremble.  However  specious  may  be  the 
motives  alleged  in  support  of  such  conduct,  they  are  incompatible  with 
the  general  interest  assailed  by  the  Portuguese  aggression.  Your 
excellency  is  guilty  of  a  criminal  conduct  in  repeating  those  slander- 
ous insults  under  cover  of  which  the  enemy  believe  the  success  of 
their  invasion  to  be  certain. 

It  is  in  vain  for  your  excellency  to  attempt  a  display  of  the  gen- 
erosity of  your  sentiments;  the  course  of  events  alone  is  sufficient  to 
refute  the  attempt,  and  these  prove  that  your  excellency  is  more  zeal- 
ously occupied  in  embroiling  the  nation,  than  inspiring  freemen  with 
the  energy  which  should  animate  them  against  tyrants,  otherwise^ 
bow  could  your  excellency  have  vetitured  to  publish  the  pretended' 
recognition  of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  Orientals?  A 
crime  of  so  revolting  a  nature  could  only  be  perpetrated  by  the  most 
impure  hands;  and  your  excellency  has  had  the  audacity  to  commit  it!' 
But  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  mysterious  plans  of  your  excellency' 
to  destroy  the  firmest  rampart  opposed  to  their  execution.     A  people 
eothusiastAC  in  the  cause  of  their  liberties  must  be  taken  by  surprise: 
^e  dangers  are  every,  moment  increasing,  and  the  recognition,  before 
mentioned,  was  brought  in  aid  of  your  ^xcellency^s  designs  for  our 
common  diestruction«     Your  excellency  knows  sufficiently  well  the 
dignity  of  my  character,  and  that  the  unjust  reproaches  heaped  upon 
1^,  are  thejoffspringofyour  perfidy;  and  this  is  the  foundation  upoQ 
which  your  excc^Uency  rests  your  disgraceful  neutrality!    But  it  id  in 
^a  toimagine.1  that  this  paltry  excuse  caq  justify  youi;  excellency  in 
Ac  treacbe^ry  of  supplying  the  ei^emy  ?it  Monie  Video  with  wheat, 
•hile  besieged  by  ipe     |Jt  is  also  ^  fact  little  to  the  honor  of  your 
ctccllency,  jjiat  ypgLhavejmade  arrangements  for  a  third  expeditipn' 
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against  Santa  Fee,  with  a  view  to  foment  the  intrigues  of  ihe  Paranav 
and  promote  insurrection  on  the  eastern  shore.  The  same  unfriendly 
disposition  induced  your  excellency  to  protect  the  Portuguese  who  flea 
fromSeriano,  sending  them  back  to  their  general,  while  instead  of 
practising  a  similar  generosity  toward  the  chief  of  the  Orientals,  you 
^d  not  think  proper  to  return  the  arms  and  other  articles,  which 
those  persons  carried  with  them  in  the  vessels  on  board  of  which  they 
fled.  It  is  thus  that  your  excellency  has  endeavored  to  seize  a  favor* 
able  moment  to  light  up  the  fire  of  discord,  to  plot  with  the  Portu^ 
guese,  and  excite  disaffection  in  the  regio^ent  of  Libertos,  seducing^ 
them  to  your  side,  and  receivii^g  them  in  triumph:  an  act  of  so  gross  a 
character  cannot  be  mentioned  without  scandalizing  the  perpetrator; 
and  your  excellency  is  still  the  Supreme  Director  of  Buenos  Ay  res* 

An  officer,  openly  in  the  service  of  Portugal,  could  not  have 
acted  more  faithfully  for  his  king;  and  to  the  impartial  mind  it  tnust 
have  been  evident  that  your  conduct  ^nras  dictated  by  motives  much 
more  black,  than  the  cold  neutrality  which  you  allege.  But  whatev* 
er  may  be  the  merit  of  our  respective  criminations^  sound  reason  de- 
clares them  to  be  out  of  place,  in  the  presence  of  an  ambitious  stran- 
gcri  more  than  once  have  I  exhibited  an  example  to  your  excellency, 
of  my  determination  to  act  up  to  this  principle.  Alas!  It  is  but  too 
true«  that  the  road  of  virtuous  patriotism,  is  as  rough  as  the  name  of 
country  is  delightful.  Without  proving  a  traitor  to  your  own  under^ 
standing,  it  is  impossible  for  your  excellency  to  be  indifferent  upoi^ 
tl^e  subject  of  the  detestable  incursion  of  general  Lecor,  into  our  ter->: 
ritory.  Tour  excellency  has  already  protested  against  his  conduct, 
and  how  will  your  excellency  deny  the  work  of  your  own  hand^ 
^re  not' the  t^ortuguese  of  this  year,  the  same  as  of  th^  last?  Do  not 
the  same  complaints  exist  now  as  then?  Has  not  your  excellency  out- 
raged the  people  of  Santa  Fee,  s^id  in  them,  those  of  the  other  pro* 
vinces?  Confess  sir,  that  you  have  no  other  object  in  putting  pn  this 
fiffected  neutrality,  but  to  conceal  your  intrigues.  The  Supreme  Di* 
rector  of  Buenos  Ayres,  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  be  neutral.  Did 
not  your  excellency  accuse  the  Portuguese  general  of  violating  the 
laws  of  civilized  warfare,  in  the  threat  he  held  out  against  the  Orien* 
tals?  And  how  can  this  be  reconciled  to  the  character  of  a  neutratt 
Be  then  a  neutral,  an  indifferent  specutor,  an  enemy;  but  let  me  tett 
you  to  beware  of  the  just  indignadon  of  those,  who  having  sacrificed 
every  thing  to  the  love  of  liberty,  fear  nothii)g  but  its  loss. 

Renounce  the  despicable  expectation  that  on  the  ruin  of  the  Ori* 
entals  you  may  one  day  raise  the  lofty  columq  of  your  glory,  and  our 
degradation.  The  greatness  of  the  Orientals  is  only  to  be  compared 
widi  itself.  They  know  how  to  meet  danger^!  to  subdue  them,  and 
to  be  reanimated  by  (he  presence  of  their  oppressors.  Ij  at  their  head|, 
abatl  march  wherever  danger  threatens.  Tour  excellency  knows  me 
and  ought  to  fear  the  justice  of  my  vengeance.  Tour  excellency  does 
<K>t  Gca99  to  repeat  iasulis,  offensive  to  my  modcraUmi  an4  to  the 
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^(ttcredit  of  the  common  cause.  Yoor  excellency  oaght  not  to  think 
tte  insensible.  While  I  am  in  the  field,  engaged  in  a  bloody  conflict 
with  the  invaders,  you  are  laboring  to  Weaken  our  force  by  mingling 
-vith  it  an  affair,  which  does  not  fail  to  excite  weU  founded  suspicions. 
While  I  am  engaged  in  opposing  the  Portuguese,  you  are  taking 
iweteures  to  favor  them:  would  your  excellency  in  my  place  have 
regarded  these  things  with  a  serene  countenance?  I  acknowledge  to 
Jotxr  excellency  that  I  have  made  a  sacrifice  of  my  feelings  to  my 
tCNmtry  which  claimed  a  concentration  of  all  its  forces*  It  was  thi$ 
-which  induced  me  to  seek  a  peace  with  your  excellency,  while  you 
%iere  endeavoring  to  provoke  me  to  a  war.  I  opened  the  door,  which, 
for%eighty  reasons,  I  ought  to  have  kept  shut.  I  sent  back  to  you 
die  oikers  taken  prisoners,  without  subjecting  them  to  the  sufferings 
which  ought  to  have  followed  the  crime  of  their  violent,  and  cruel  ag« 
gession  against  an  innocent  people.  Tour  excellency  cannot  deny 
Aose  acts  of  generosity,  and  which,  notwithstanding  your  repeated 
^omises  of  reconciliation,  you  have  not:  been  able  to  equaL 

It  is  true  your  excellency  did  send  some  supply  of  arms  to 
theP^R^na,  but  without  giving  me  the  least  intimation  of  it:  this 
deceitful  act  had  for  its  object,  the  exculpation  of  your  excellency 
from  the  charge  of  indifference,  in  the  eyes  of  the  provinces,  and 
evinces  the  fertility  of  your  machinations;  but  do  not  think  that  this 
shallow  artifices  will  enable  you  to  escape.  We  have  just  experience 
ed  the  effects  of  this  generosity,  in  the  disturbance  of  the  Parana, 
and  Entre  Rios.  Can  it  be  concealed  from  the  provinces  with  what 
views  these  arms  were  distributed,  when  done  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  chief?  Let  me  pray  your  excellency  to  cease  your  generosity, 
if  such  are  to  be  its  eitects:  let  me  beseech  you  to  refrain  from  aiding 
the  country,  if  you  can  do  nothing  but  obscure  its  splendor:  by  such 
hateful  scenes?  No,  sir,  it  is  not  from  you,  that  our  country  can  ex- 
pect to  he  freed  from  the  ambition  of  the  Brazilian  king:  instead  df 
boasting  of  having  saved  the  country,  your  excellency  has  nothing 
to  boast  of,  but  of  having  tortured  my  patience  to  the  utmost  point 
of  endurances.  I  have  suffered  for  my  country,  and  yet,  your  excels 
lency  dares  to  criminate  me  in  public,  and  in  private.  I  have  no 
need  like  your  excellency  of  having  defenders;  incontrovertabk  fiiicts 
apeak  in  my  behalf- 
Sir,  I  am  still  ready  to  enter  into  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our 
^fierence,  so  as  to  unite  our  forces  agamst  the  Portuguese;  and  I 
repeat  the  offer  which  I  made  in  June  last.  I  then  requested,  that 
deputies  should  be  sent,  with  full  powers  to  draw  closer,  and  closer, 
the  ties  of  union.  Your  excellency  could  not  deny  the  importance 
of  this  request,  and  engaged  to  send  them.  In  consequence  of  this, 
I  announced  to  the  people  the  pleasing  hope  of  reconciliation;  but 
until  the  present  day,  nothing  bat  disappointment  has  been  the  result; 
your  excellency,  it  seems,  has  had  the  affrontery  to  announce  that 
deputies  were  expected  from  the  eastern  shore,  as  Buenos  Ayres. 
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It  h  but  little  becomiog  ifl  your  excelleocy  to  friistinte  so  detinble 
an  object,  aDd;afteward8  calumniate  me:  this  is  the  last  iiisidt  I  am 
willtag  to  bear,  and  henceforth  must  request  your  exceUency  to  be 
stlenu  Such  imposture  is  not  less  injurious  to  the  reciprocity  of  the 
country,  than  insulting  to  me.  In  opposing  the  reconciUation  of  the 
two  shores,  your  exceUency  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light,  than 
as  a  criminal,  and  unworthy  of  consideration. 

Tour  exceUency  by  this  time  must  be  wearied  in  hearing  trutha» 
but  you  ought  to  be  more  so  in  giving  cause  for  them^  They  are 
stamped  with  the  characjters  of  sincerity  and  justice.  Tour  exceUen- 
cy has  occasionally  provoked  my  moderation:  my  wounded  honor 
will  demand  satisfaction.  I  speak  for  once  and  for  all,  your  exceUency 
is  responsible  before  the  altars  of  the  country,  for  an  inaction  income 
patible  with  its  interests,  and  the  day  wiU,  when  its  justice  wiU  call 
you  to  a  severe  account. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  challenge  your  excellency  to  appear  with  me 
in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  to  combat  with  a  courage  which  wiU  dis* 
play  all  the  virtues  that  render  glorious  the  American  name. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you  exceUency  with  cordiality  and 
respectful  consideration* 

FERNANDO  JOSE  ABTIOAS. 

Furification^JiTovember  13,1817. 


X2j  MS 

J. 

TBASIiATION. 

Extract  from  the  Otjo^te  of  Buenos  Ayre$  of  the  5th  of 
February,  1818. 

DfrMKKN'  OF  THE  POETUQVjiSE. 

In  tie  Gazette  of  the  1st  of  December  last^  wt  published  the 
official  letter  of  his  excellehcy  the  directol*,  to  the  Portuguese  gene- 
ral in  the  Banda  Oriental*  reqoirii||^  him  to  cease  his  march  into  a 
territory,  whose  union  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  South,  had 
not  been  renounced,  but  accidentally  suspended.  The  Pbrtu^esa 
general,  in  his  reply,  denied  the  principles  on  Which  this  protest 
ivas  founded,  insisting  on  the  pretext  which  had  induced  his  court 
to  a  rupture  so  unjustifiable;  but  as  at  the  same  time,  he  referred  for 
his  justification  to  the  ordM*d'of  his  prince,  from  which  he  was  not 
at  liberty  to  depart,  there  w««  reasons  to  suspect  that  from  the 
slowness  of  his  operations,  and  other  circumstances,  that  he  might  ^ 
possibly  have  received  instructions  to  suspend  his  marches,  and  eva- 
cuate the  country  unjusfly  invaded.  This  doubt  has  disappeared 
with  the  event,  and  the  occupation  of  Monte  Video,  has  been  pre- 
ceded by  an  action,  in  which  that  precious  soil  has  been  moistened 
bv  the  blood  of  its  sons.  We  shall  hereafter  make  some  further 
observations  upon  this  conduct;  at  present  we  shall  insert  the  reply 
of  the  Portuguese  general,  as  idso  an  official  letter  of  his  excellency 
the  director,  transmitted  by  Don  Manuel  Roxas,  who  sailed  for  Mon- 
te Video  the  Sd'of  the  present  month. 


Official  letter  of  the  General  of  the  Portuguese  army 9  in  the  Banda 
Oriental,  in  reply  to  thai  of  this  government,  published  in  the 
Oa%ette  of  the  1st  if  December  last. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  SIR, 

Taking  into  consideration  what  you  have  been  pleased  to 
•omiDunicate  to  me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  Idth  of  October 
last*  past,  delivered  to  me  l^  colonel  Vedia,  on  the  S4th  of  this 
month,  November,  I  can  assure  your  excellency,  that  my  mat*rhe8 
have  for  their  sole  object^  the  removal  of  the  germ  of  disorder  from 
the  frontier  fit  the  kingdom  of  Brazil,  ana  the  occupation  of  a 
country  abandoned  to  a  state  of  anarchy* 

•  This  kttcr  has  been  rolslkid* 


This  wise  and  necessary  measure,  ought  in  no  respect  to  ex-^ 
cite  uneasiness  in  the  government  of  Buenos  Avres,  since  it  has 
been  executed  in  a  territory,  which  has  declared  itself  independent 
of  the  western  side. 

I'he  most  scrupulous  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  armistice  con- 
cluded on  the  26th  of  May,  1812,  establishing  amity  between  the 
two  countries;  and  in  case  of  being  attacked,  I  shall  only  act  on  the 
defensive,  until  the  receipt  of  further  orders  from  my  king  and 
sovereign. 

The  proclamation  which  I  enclose  to  your  excellency,  [the  same 
'Which  has  already  appeared  in  our  newspapers,]  will  make  known 
the  spirit  in  which  I  come  to  this  unfortunate  country  by  the  coni'^ 
mands  of  my  sovereign.  ^ 

I  continue  my  marches,  which  can  only  be  suspended  by  order 
of  the  king,  my  sovereign;  and  it  will  shortly  be  in  my  power,  to 
manifest  to  your^xcellency  the  good  faith  of  my  military  opei^ationsi^ 
by  a  better  opportunity  and  from  a  nearer  point. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  the  occasion  you  have  afforded  me^ 
of  being  acquainted  with  colonel  Vidia«« 

God  preserve  your  excellency,  • 

fiead-quarters,  in  Paso  of  San  MigueU  srth  November,  1816i 

CARLOS  FREDERICO  LECOR, 

LieutinarU  General. 
lUmo.  and  Exmo. 

D.  Juan  Martin  Pueyrredan. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  letter  by  the  Supreme  IHrectpr. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  SIR, 

The  suspension  which  I  observed  in  the  operations  of  the  ar- 
my under  your  command,  after  the  receipt  of  your  reply  of  the  S/th 
of  November  last,  together  with  the  proclamation  which  it  enclosed, 
gave  me  reason  to  hope,  that  your  excellency  doing  honor  to  the  ar- 
mistice concluded  the  26th  of  May,  1812,  between  his  Q.  F.  M.  and 
this  government,  whose  violent  infraction  T  protested  against  under 
date  of  the  Slst  of  October  last,  would  refrain  from  giving  rise  to- 
the  horrors  of  war;  or  at  least,  that  you  would  enter  into  some  tem-^ 
porary  arrangement,  until  the  explanations  of  your  court  could  he 
obtained,  in  an  affair  considered  not  less  important  to  the  inhabi- 
tants west  of  the  Urugay  and  the  Parana,  than  to  those  of  the  Rah-, 
da  Oriental.  Tour  excellency,  notwithstanding,  at  an  unex|)ected 
moment,  hastened  your  marches;  and,  under  the  sole  justification  of 
ibrce^  have  gone  so  far  as  to  oppress  with  your  arms^  the  place 
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¥kich  yoa  now  occupy*  but  without  any  other  effect  than  to  con- 
vin**v  yau  of  the  abomination  with  which  its  inhabitants  regard  eve- 
ry ftrei/^  yoke. 

The  assurances  which  your  excellency  presents  to  this  govem- 
menty  in  your  beforementi<incd  official  letter,  far  from  affording 
tram]uillity9  only  excites  our  alsilfin;  and  the  United  Provinces,  in 
the  last  steps  of  your  excellency,  can**discover  nothing  but  the  sad 
presage  of  the  evils,  which  threaten  them,  should  they  remain  in- 
sensible to  the  aspirations  of  a  foreign  power,  over  a  constituent 
paKof  the  nation. 

In  order  to  demand  an  explanation  of  this  aggression,  upon  the 
rights  of  the  provinces,  so  notoriously  unjust,  I  have  determined  to 
send  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  H.  F.  M.  as  also  to  learn  the  origin 
and  object  of  a  war,  which  will  be  provoked  with  a  state  atpeace^  in 
order  to  secure  the  immunity  of  the  Banda  Oriental. 

Until  the  reply  of  H.  F.  M.  shall  have  been  received,  I  hope 
your  excellency  will  not  prosecute  the  war  in  that  territory,  but  im- 
mediately suspend  the  operation  of  your  arms,  under  a  provisional 
armistice,  which  will  be  entered  into  by  means  of  a  person  whom  I 
shall  send  with  sufficient  authority,  so  soon  as  your  excellency  will 
inform  me  of  your  willingness  to  meet  my  proposed,  as  I  hope  will 
be  done  by  the  hand  of  colonel  Manuel  Roxas^  who  is  the  bearer  of 
this  communication. 

If  your  excellency,  in  strict  obedience  to  the  orders  of  your 
sovereign,  under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  should  conti- 
nue the  war,  your  excellency  will  be  responsible  to  humanity  for 
the  blood  that  will  be  shed;  and  the  impartial  world  will  justify 
tfie  means  of  indemnity*  that  will  be  taken  for  the  sacrifices  of 
conquest,  protesting,  as  I  do,  against  all  usurpation  of  territory, 
compi-ehended  within  the  limits  recognized  before  the  opening  of  tho 
campaign  of  your  excellency,  and  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Brazil.    God  preserve,  yoilr  excellency  many  years. 

JUAN  MARTIN  PUEYRREDON, 

Bottsc  of  the  goroemment  of  Biienos  AyrtSf 
ist  February,  \S\7. 

Gbn.  Fbederigo  Lecor. 


VoTE.'^Documents  CyR^andL^  are  omitted. 
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LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SBGRETART  OF  WAR, 

TRANgMXTTXNG, 

PURSUANT  TO  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTA* 
TIVES,  OP  TWENTIETH  APRIL,  1313, 

A  REPORT 

or  rati 
NUMBER  AND  GRADE  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY; 

WHERE  STATIONED; 
THE  NUMBER  ON  DUTV,  AND  THOSE  ON  FURLOUGH, 


THE  PERIOD  OF  FURLOUGH. 


November  20,   1818. 
Ready  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table« 


WASHINGTON: 

PRINTED  BY  E    DE  KRAFFT. 
1818. 


CT 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

November  18,  1818. 

SIR, 

Under  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatire^ 
of  April  20, 1818,  requiring  this  Department  to  report,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session,  the  number  and  grades  of  the 
offieers  in  the  present  army;  where  stationed;  the  number 
on  duty,  and  those  on  furlough,  with  the  period  of  furlough, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  army  list  prepared  accord* 
ingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Howe  qfUepresentathes. 
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Richard  Wash 
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Loring  Austin 
Lewis  B.  Willis 
David  Riddle 

Bobert  Houston 
Thomas  Wright 
Luther  Hand 
B.  B.  Hyde 
Gerge  Kennerly 
B.  Humphreys 
NathL  Young 
Samuel  Riddle 
John  Maul 
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Nathan  L.  Reeves 
John  J.  H.  Lewis 
John  Hall 
JohnGrale 
W.H.  Pierson 
Ferry  D.  Meloan 
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ADJT.  AND  mSR  GEN'S.  OFFICE, 

17th  NOTEMBKK,  1818/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  showing  their  distribiKion,  by  the  ruums  required  for  that 
purpose,  on  the  1st  instant.  This  list  is  submitted  preparatory  to 
a  report  required  of  the  War  Department*^  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  April  20th,  1818. 

The  head  quarters  of  regiments  and  corps  iare  stated,  and  officers 
on  the  recruiting  service,  and  regular  detachments^  are  considered 
properly  reported  with  their  corps. 

The  furloughs,  occasional  absences,  and  special  detachments,  for 
extra  duty,  are  noted  in  the  margin,  against  the  names  of  the  several 
officers  so  employed.  The  whole  number  of  commissioned  officers 
in  the  army  list,  including  such  staff  officers  as  do  not  hold  commis- 
sions in  the  line,  is  six  hundred  and  seventy  seven;  of  these  twelve 
are  reported  on  furlough,  and  two  absent  without  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  with  perfect  respect, 
Your  obd't  serv't. 

D.  PARKER, 

Mj.^  Imp.  Gen. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

NOVEMBHR  23,    1818. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  pre. 
pared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Howe  of  Representatives. 


i 


r 
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REPOET. 


In  obedience  to  the  difettioot  of  the  <*  Actsupplemenlaiy  to  tht 
act  to  establish  the  Treasuiy  DepartmeDt)"  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasaiy  respectfully  submiu  the  toliowaog  reports  and  estimates: 

REVENUE. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage, 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and  incidental  re- 
ceipts, during  the  year  1816|  amounted  to  -    2  56,743,574,  07 
viz: 

Customs  -        .        .     827,569,769  7t 

Internal  duties      -        -  4,396,133  25 

Direct  tax  -        -         -  2,785,343  20 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of 

Mississippi  stock,  «        -  1,754,487  38 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts,       237,840  53 

And  that  which  accrued  from 
the  same  sources,  during  the 

year  1817,  amounted  to        -        *        -        JI  24^387,993  08 
via: 
Customs.  (See  statement  A)  17,547,540  89 

Internal  duties,  and  direct 

tax.  (See  statement  B)  4,512,287  81 

Public  lands    exclusive  of 
Mississippi  stock.  (See 
sutement  C)       -        -        -^        2,015,977 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts,  312,187  38 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on  merchandise 
and  tonnage,  which  have  accrued  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  present  year,  exceeds  S21 ,000,000:  and  that  the  sales  of  the  pub* 
lie  lands,  during  the  same  period,  greatly  exceed  both  in[quantity  and 
value,  those  of  the  corresponding  quarter3  of  the  last  year. 


The  payments  into  the  Treasiuy, 
during  the  three  6rBt  quarters 
of  the  year,  are  estimated  to 
amount  to        -        •  S  lj^,i6r|862  26 

viz; 

Customs  1 13,401»409  65 

Internal  reve- 
nue and  di* 
rect  tax  •        993|574  S6 

.Public  lands, 
exclusive  of 
Mississippi 
stock  -         1,875,731  20 

Interest  upon 
bank  divi* 
dends  •         525,000 

Postage  &  in- 
cidental re- 
ceipts      -        *        49,438  19 

Repayments 
ioto  the  trea- 
sury      -         •         322,708  86 

And  the  payments  into  theTreasu- 
ry,  during  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  year,  from  the  same 
sources,  are  estimated  at  S  5,000,000 

Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to  be  receiv- 
ed into  the  Ti'easury,  during  the  year  1818  22,167,862  26 

"Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  exclusive  of 
S  8,809,872  10  in  Treasury  Notes  amount- 
ing to         6,179,885  3S 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of      -        -        •  fi  28,347,745  64 

The  applicauon  of  this  sum,  for  the  year  1818, 

is  estimated  as  follows,  viz: 
To  the  30th  Sept.  the  payments, 
exclusive  of  S9,148,237  40 
of  Treasury  notes,  which 
have  been  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled, 
have  amounted  to        •  16,760,337  Ob 

yiz: 
Civil,   diplomatic, 
and   miscellane- 
ous expenses  3^289,806  28 


w 

MiliUty  service  in- 

dudiogarrearage    5,620,263  08 

liTaval  service,  ia- 
cludiog  the  per- 
manent appropri- 
ation for  the  gra- 
dual  increase  of 
thenavv  2,383,000 

FubliCi  debt  ex- 
clusive of 
9,148,237  M  of 
Treasury  notes 
which  have  been 
drawn  out  of  the 
Treasury  ,and 
cancelled  5^467,267  69 


iDuring  the  fourth  quarter,  it  is  es- 
timated that  the  payments 
will  amount  to  -  9,475,000 

viz: 
Civil,  diplpmaticy 
and  miscellane- 
ous expenses  520^000        r. 
Military  service      1,175,000 
Naval  service  575,000 
Public  debt,  to  1st 

January,  1819        7,205,000 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of        -        •        -       826,235,337  05 

And  leaving  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1819,  a  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  estimated  at        -        -  2,112,408  59 


OP  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  public  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the  year  1812,  and 
which  was  redeemed  on  the  first  day  of  October,1817,  as  ap- 

Eears  by  statement  ([1)  amounted  to        -    -         31,835,788  29 
_  ^      e  same  statement  it  appears  that  the  funded 
debt  contracted  subsequent  to  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1812,  amounted  to  -  -         68,071,933  14 

Making  together  the  aggregate  amount  of        -  99,907,721  43 


8  [4] 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  statement  of  the  imrc* 
deemed  amount,  on  the  ist  da^  of  October, 
1817,  as  per  bist  Report,  excepting  the  sum  dT 
S^tl23  98,  over  estimated,  and  which  has  now 
been  corrected  by  actual  setdement. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  there  was  added  to  the 
above  amount  for  Treaury  notes  brou^t  into 
the  Treasury  and  cancelled,  and  for  which  the 
following  stock  was  issued,  viz: 

In  6  per  cent  stock         -        -  28M22  10 

7  per  cent  stock  -        •         99,019  QO 


From  which  deduct  7  per  cent,  stock 

purchased  in  the  4th  quarter  of 

1817.  ...  -         3S8,9a^  60 

And  also  the  reimbursement  of  old 

SIX  per  cent,  and  defcQ-ed  stock 

between  1st  October,  1817,  and 

1st  January,  1818  •  800,830  98 


leaking  the  pulic  debt  which  was  ur  redeemed  on 
the  1st  January,  1818,  as  per  statement  (d) 
amount  to  ••••••. 

From  the  1st  January,  to  30th  September,  inclu- 
sive, there  was  by  funding  Treasury  notes 
and  3  per  cent,  stock  (W  08)  issued,  added  to 
the  public  debt,  as  appears  by  statement  (3) 
the  amount  of        •         -         -         -         -         - 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  stock  pur- 
chased and  redeemed  during  diat  period  per 
statement  (4)        -  -         2415,993  87 

And  also  the  estimated  amount  of 
the  final  reimbursement  of  the 
old  6  per  cent,  stock  g709,3i2  03 
And  the  estimated  re- 
imbursement of  the 
deferred  6  per  cent* 
atock  •  230^01  76 


333,441  iO 
100,t41»lM  53 


939,713  79 


1,133,815  50 


99|i07,$46  95 


73^7^5.  M. 


faking  on  that  day,  as  appears  by  sUtement  (3),  the 
aggregate  amount  of 


1,355,707  66 


97,825,4d4F  78 


w 

Since  tlie  aodi  September,  there  has  been  re- 
deemed, or  provision  made  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  a  moiety  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  un^ 
paid  on  the  Ist  October,  1818    4,977,950 

And  there  will  be  reimbursed  of 
the  principal  of  the  deferred  6 
per  cent,  stock,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,1819,  by  estimate        252,091  63 


There  will  remain  unredeemed  by  estimate  on  the  1st 


day  of  January,  1819,  the  sum  of 


5,290,041  65 


92,595,393  15 


■  By  statement  (5)  the  IVeasuay  note^  which  are 
yet  in  circulation  are  estimated  at  297,506 

By  statement  (6)  it  appears  that  the  whole  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
xaoder  the  several  acts  for  indemnifying  certain  clai- 
mants of  public  lands,  amounts  to  4,282,151  12 

Of  whith  there  has  been  received  at  the  office 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  as  ap- 
pears by  sutement  C,  the  sum  of  1,026,684 

Leairing  outstanding  at  the  date  of  the  several  re- 
turns from  the  land  districts^  the  sum  of  3,255,467 


It  is  proper,  however,  to  observe,  that  extensive  sales  have  been 
made  in  the  Alabama  territory,  in  the  months  of  September,  Octo- 
ber, and  November,of  which  no  returns  have  yet  been  received. 

Of  the  Estimates  of  the  PuHic  Bevenue  and  Expenditures  for 
the  year  1819. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  of  the  5th  of  De* 
cember,  1817,  the  permanent  revenue  was  estimated  at  i  24,525,000 
per  annum,  and  the  annual  expenditure,  according  to  the  then 
existing  laws,  was  stated  at  %  21,946.351  74.  By  the  acts  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  the  internal  duties,  estimated  at  S  2,500,000 
per  aanum,  were  repealed,  whilst  the  expenditure  was  augmented  to 
nearly  025,000,000,  and  that  of  the  ensmog  year  is  estimated  at  not 
less  than  824,515,219  76. 

The  apparent  deficit  produced  by  these  acts,  and  by  the  applica- 
tion of  more  than  S  2,500,000  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  re- 
demption of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  beyond  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  S  10,000,000  for  that  object,  has  been  supplied  by  the 


10 


C^] 


receipts  into  the  Treasorf  on  account  of  tbe  nr^ai^ag^  of  the  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties,  and  by  the  balance  of  more  mate  S^^OOO^OOO 
which  waa  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  bf  January4 1^8i 

These  ttmporary  sourci^s  of  supply  being  nealrly  exhausted,  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1819,  mUst  pnncipaUy  def^oid  upoil  tke  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  from  the  permanent  reveque  diirihg  that 
year.  As  was  anticipated  in  the  last  abnual  report,  the  reaction  pro- 
duced by  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  mercfaandiac  during 
the  years  1815  and  1816,  acquired  its  greatest  force  in  the  year  1817. 

It  is  presumed  thst  the  revenue  which  shall  accrue  during  the 
present  year  from  imports  and  tonnage,  may  be  considered  as  the 
average  amount  which  will  be  annually  received  from  that  source  oC 
the  revenue. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  bonds  taken  for  securing  the  dutiea 
which  were  outsundingon  the  30th  September,exceeded  jS2S,oeo,000 
and  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  that  source  of  fevei^M  during 
the  year  1819,  estimated  at  -  •  g  81,CXX),0M 

Public  lands  «.  -  ^  1,500^000 

Directtax  and  internal  duties  •        •    '  -^      7MfiO^ 

Bank  dividends  at 6  percent.        -  -  490^0tX^ 

First  payment  of  bonus  due  by  the  U.  S. 

Bank  500,000 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts    -  -  5O,06<l 

Amounting  together  to  -  •  24«S2O,00O 

Which  added  to  the  balance  in  the  IVeasury  oh 

thelstday  Januar}M819  -  •       Mi^iMS  M 

Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of         *  •       369232,^08  59 

The  probable  authorized  demands  t>n  the 

Treasury  daring  the  year  1819,  are  estimated  to        ' 

amoimtto  -  -  .i  24,515,419  76^ 

viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscel- , 
laneous  expenses  1,619,836  31 

Military  department,  inchid* 
ing  the  Indian  dep.  perma- 
nent Indian  annuitieat 
military  and  revdutioaary 
pensions,  aiid  arming  the 
militia  •  -    8,666,252  SB 

Navy  Department,  including. 
S 1 ,000,000  for  the  gradu- 
al increase  oCthe  Navy         8v802yM6  60 

Public  buiUbgs,  and  for  dis- 
charging the  demands  c£ 
fht  contractors  for  making 
the  Cumberland  road  •        326,644 


w 


u 


at  N.  Orleans  aad  other 

ports  «  -  100)000 


■r*i* 


Wbi^WIOglkdOCttdirom  the  amount  esti- 
mated to  be  received  into  the  Treasury  in* 
eluding  the  balance  on  the  ist  day  of  Jan. 
1819,  leaves  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  Ist  day  of  January,  1 820,  of  -  1 ,717,188  83 


In  presenting  this  estimate  of  the  receipts  for  the  year  1819,  it 
is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  sum  to  be  received  from  the  cus* 
foms  is  less  than  what,  from  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  bonds, 
would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  received.  The  amount  of 
fhe  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  last  year,  and  the  sum  due  at  this 
time  by  the  purchasers  would  justify  a  much  higher  estima:e  of  the 
receipts  from  that  important  branch  of  revenue,  if  the  most  serious 
difficulty  in  making  payment  was  not  known  to  exist.  The  ezces* 
five  issues  of  the  banks  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
imd  the  great  exportation  of  the  precious  metals  to  the  East  Indies, 
4uring  the  present  year»  have  produced  a  pressure  upon  them, 
which  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  contract  their  discounts  for  the 
purpose  of  withdrawing  from  circulation  a  large  proportion  of  their 
notes.  This  operation  so  oppressive  to  their  debtors,  but  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  the  existence  of  specie  pay  mentsy  must  be  continued 
until  gold  and  silver  shall  form  a  just  proportion  of  the  circulating 
currency.  In  passing  through  this  ordeal,  punctuality  in  the  discharge 
of  debts,  both  to  individuals  and  to  the  government,  will  be  consi« 
derably  impiured,  and  well  founded  apprehensions  are  entertained, 
that  until  it  is  passed,  payments  in  some  of  the  land  districts  will  be 
greatly  diminished. 

The  extent  to  which  the  payments  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
year  1819,willbe  affected  by  the  general  pressure  upon  the  commu- 
nity which  has  been  described,  and  which  is  the  inevitable  conse* 
quence  of  the  over  trading  of  the  banks,  and  the  exportation 
of  specie  to  the  East  Indies,  aggravated  by  the  temporary  failure  of 
the  ordinary  supply  of  the  precious  metals  from  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can mines,  cannot  at  tbis  time  be  correctly  appreciated.  Should  it 
exceed  what  has  been  contemplated  in  this  report,  the  appropriations 
must  be  diminished,  the  revenue  enlarged  by  new  impositions  or 
temporary  loans  authorized  to  meet  the  deficiency.  As  the  expen- 
diture of  the  year  1820,  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  irredeemable 
quality  of  the  public  debt,  after  the  redemption  of  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  Louisiana  Stock,  which  may  be  effected  on  the  2ist 
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day  of  October,  1S19,  a  resort  to  temporary  loans,  or  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  the  amount  of  the  deficiency,  should  any  occur,  is 
believed  to  be  preferable  to  the  imposition  of  new  taxes.  Which  would 
not  be  required  after  that  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  CftAliFFOED. 

Treasury  BepartmerUy 
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B. 


A  8T4TEMBffTQf  moneys  recehiJini^  the  Tre^tury  ft 
temal  duites  and^ther  0hj$ct$9  during  Sh$  ye^  1 81f. 

From  new  iBteroat  duties  8  2>676,8d2  Tf 

pew  direct  tax  1|8S3,T3T  0)r 

old  internal  revenue  }f218 

old  direct  tax  450 


Miscellaneous  receipts— viz: 

PosUge  of  letters  S9,S71  9f 

Fees  on  letters  patent  4|68^ 

v.  S»  fnoiety  of  the  pett  proceeds  of  priies 

captured  92fii%  96 

Nett  proceeds  of  gun  boats  Stc.  sold  per  act 

of  27th  Febnis^,  1815  9,184  99 

Cents  and  half  cents  coined  at  |he  WKMk%  of 

the  United  States  18,984 

Rent  of  the  salt  spring  in  the  Steubenville 

district  76  8p 

Fines,  penalttesi  and  forfeitures  5  2$ 

Surplus  proceeds  of  property  sold  for  the 

payment  of  direct  taxes,  of  181i  417  17 

Shares  in  the.  Georgia  Mississippi  coodpanjr 

adjudged  to  the  U.  States  1,500  52 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  a  temporary  custom 

house  on  SuUivan's  island  88  4|8 

Interest  on  stock  in  the  bank  of  the  U.  8«  902>l26  30 


4.51S,||7  ti 


«19,187,38 


poUars    4,«M9475  19 
Treasury  Department,  Register's  Oficey  Nov.Sl,  1816. 

JOSEPH  KOUBSE, 

Mtgistcr. 
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STATEMEJCT  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States^  on  the  Ut  Jdn^ 

uatify  1818. 

Old  6  per  cent  stock  (unredeemed  amount)  711,385  70 
Deferred  6  per  cent  do  do  3,817,674  37 

'three  per  cent.        do  -  1^65,088  25 

Louisiana  6  per  cent*  do  •  10,291,700  00 

Six  per  cent,     do     of  1796  •  ;     80^000  00 

Exchanged  6  per  ct.  do  of  1812       -  2,669406  99 


Six  per  cent,  do  of  1 812  loan  of  1 1  miUiohs  6,206,502  12 
Ditto  of  1813  16  15,522,272  81 

Ditto  do  7i  6,836,232  39 

Ditto  of  1814        25  &  3  13,011,455  19 

Ditto  of  1815  9,505,625  41 

Ditto  Treasury  note  stock  1,268,383  23 

Seven  per  cent,    do  •   -  8,721,918  49 

Five  per  cent,  stock,  subscription  to  the 

bank  U.S.  -  -        7,000,000  00 


31,034,957  31 


-68,072,389  64 
Dollars  A.  99,107,346  9« 


A.  Unredeemed  amount    • 
Ist  January,  1817  Sll5,847,805  48 

AddTreasury  note  stock 
Jssued  in  1817,  viz: 
Uf  6  per  ct. 

amt.A.  1,232,807  63 

Of  7  per  ct, 
amount  B.      197,949  00 

1,430,756  63 

■  »  117,238,562  11 
Deduct  stock 
purchased  in 
1817,  amount 
as  per  state- 
ment A.  ac- 
companying 
report  of  last  \ 

year,  includ- 
log  3  per  cent, 
nominal      15,548,799  90 


i 


:   i\::;r 


..i 


«iVfiiESJ^:i^51^fPE,  negiau 


[4]  n 


Seven  per  ct. 
stock  purchas- 
ed in  the  4tH 
quarter  of* 
1817,  as  per 
sUtemeut  B.   332  9M  60 

15,881,784  50 

ReimbursemeDt  of  old  6 

per  cent,    and  deferred 

stocks  in  1817  1,699  430  66 

Tenaporary  loans  paid  off      550.000  00 

—18,131^15  16 


As  above  S99407«346  95 


Statement  exhibiting  the  total  amount  of  the  sixandsev^n  per  cent.  Trea^ 
niry  note  stock  isiveiff  to  the  Sist  December,  1817. 

At  what  office  issued.  Six  per  cent.  Seveq  per  cent. 

Treasury             •  -         -         31, 2U  77  201,057  00 

New  Hampshire  -         -         61.534  98  121,150  00 

Massachusetts  -         -       4^7,718  GO  3,037,697  00 

Rhode  Island  -         -           7,92*  00  162,405 

Connecticut  -         -         -         -         -4  79,+99 

New  York           -  -         -       .336,777  31  4,723,559  00 

Pennsylvania 699,847  00 

Delaware             -  -                  940  00 

Maryland             -  -             30,231  97  14.761  00 

Virginia             -  -              -             -  -         1,|B66  00 

North  Carolina  -         -         8  756  92  1180  00 

South  Carolina  -         -         281,026  27  8.008  00 

Georgia             -  -            107,517  43  3,880  00 


1,293,641   65  9,054,909  00 

Deduct  so  much  thereof  in- 
cluded in  the  statement  of 
the  funded  debt,  to  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1817  60.834  02  8  856,960  OO 


A.  1,232,807  63  B.  197,949  00 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  November  18, 18i8, 
JOSEPiu;  NOURSE,  Register. 
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Jt  statemerU  9f  the  several  denominations  of  Treasury  Jfotes  issued^ 
showing  the  amount  outstanding  by  estimate^  on  the  30th  Sept*  1818. 

Treasury  Notes  were  issued  under  several  acts  of  Congress, 

Of  the  80th  June,  1812,  ....  g  5,000,000 

»th  February,  1818,        .        .        •        «  5,000,000 

*th,  March,  1814,        f        •        -        •  10,000,000 

26th  Decen^ber,  do.  •        •,       -        -  8,318,iO0 

24th  February,  1 815,  of  %  100  notes,  *  4,969,M0 
Small  Treasury  Notes,  8,392,994 

"  8,862,394 


Total  amount  issued    8  86,680,794 


Of  the  above  amount  there  has  been  cancelled  at  the 

Treasury,  2  27,336,240 

Drawn  into  the  Treasury  by  warrants,  and  in  a  course 
of  settlement,  for  the  purpose  of  being  cancelled 
viz: 

In  small  Treasury 

Notes»      -  -        .         3,3^5,923 

In  notes,  including  ^  # 

interest,  5,817,890^1 

Deduct  the  estimated 

amount  of  interest  377,890  61 


Small  Treasury  Notes  in  the  several  banks, 

y-vnrvfjv^vv 

vis: 

• 

New  Hampshire, 

9- 

Br.  Bank,  Washington, 

1,116 

1,126 

- 

In  the  Auditor's  office ,in 

a  course  of  cancelment 

for  6  per  cent,  stock,  is- 

sued at  the  Treasury 

t  t4»196  02 

New  Hampshire, 

1,914  97 

Massachusetts, 

81,848  40 

Rhode  Island,    -  .      • 

2,446  08 

New  York,    ... 

19,326  81 

8,7sr,oii 


*  Asctruined  amount  from  TreMwj  Mttlemcnt. 


I 


2A  M 


Maryland,         .        .        - 
Do.          ... 

42,881  26 
460 

Virginia,            -        .        • 
South  Carolii^a,     - 
Georgia,    -       •        •        . 

140 

13,619  64 

103,955  60 

In  the  Br.  Bank  Washington 

i  280,788  28 
»               21  95 

From  which  deduct  the 

280,810  25 

estimated  amount  of 

interest  included  in  the 

above  sum, 

.       20,810  23 

Balance  outstanding  by  estimate,  viz: 
In  small  Treasury 

Notes,         .         •  45.946 

Other  notes,       -        -    251,560 


260,000 


297,506 


As  above,  2  36,680,794 

Treasury  Department^ 

Register's  Office^  JVov.  1 9, 1 81 8 . 
•   ^  JOSEPH  NOURSB,  lfcr^*<rr. 


w 


is 


1 


w  «o  5  •* 
«J  f^  00  O 

^    »H  # 


>  f4  t^  i« 
I  K  »0  ^ 


CO 
09 


^ 


i 

1 


01  •«  0«  «i)  00  IS> 

-*  ^  •♦  00  ci  »o 

^  1^  ^  «  ^  00 
*     «k     tfk    Jk     •»     •« 
r^   «)  fr^  ^  fH  0< 
00  ^  CQ 


E      o       • 
o        « 

•S8.sai 

^  S  <f  2  2 

£•  a  o  o  '13 
a.  S  «)  «)  .ti 

phooq 


a 


I 

I 


a 


•s 

o 

I 

s 


o 

N 

0 
O 


Hill 


i 


1^  00 


ov  o 
00  O 

CO 


2T 


8 


iOeoeOOvQQf);dO«4QOO 
^r^l^30>«t^00^G^-«KW 

•30000^'*^!Wl^ooaO'^tt^oo^O>»o»50»ot 


c 

c 
o 


CO 


<i  >►  sa  cQ  >^  « >n 


^    <n    •>    «9 

3  o  o  o 


28 


W 


•2 

o 


8 

CO 


I 


w 


99 


*^  •!  "^ '^ '^  ^^  ^ '^  ^  ^  *X  ^  ^  ^  "^  * :.  •SL  ^  ^  *^  °^  "^  • 


K  vj  lo  rj  Iw 

?5  W  op  ^  op 


I  I  •         I  •         ■ 


■        f         ■        I        I         f 
•        •        •        I        • 


•  I 


•         ■         > 


a 
•a 
a 
o 
U 


73 


•        •        '        •        ■        I 

•  •        I        •        ,        • 

r 
••'•at 

•  •?•;• 

•  ••'••• 


o 

•  Cm 
t     O 

«> 

a 
to 

■  C8 

•  a 


a 


£ 


o 
o 


-     £    a 


V 

^ 


1>    B 


^»1 


egg" 

•SJ.2,S 


2  2  S 
S  o  ^ 

6P  § 


I 

a 

I 

s 


-d 

s 

a 


to  — ^ 

tS        '2    **    «    ** 

^S-S{§S?    s     8  It? 

S  ^S  Sii  a-9 


?s  g  g  o-.t:  60  o  g 


«^  !!:  S  ■-« , 


^^  >-s  x-^>-^  Kr^OD 


30 


CO 


^  Oi      Qh 


^  Oi  ^ 

0>  ^  00 

•0  O  *^ 
CI  ^ 


V5  o> 

o  ^ 


<0  00 


^f^i 


eo<Ocov5i^^O^>/50itH«Keooo 
0^eoKco'^t^ciO^G^«cG>lio 

00  ^  00  „oo  oo«co^^  ^''1'^^^^ 


■ 


•pi« 

a 
o 

O 


a 


CO 


ffi! 


3g-5l*-g'2'HSls2c*S2§'£«eS'i£^ 


w 


Ooeoo<ooooov>^i>OG|4o 


SI 


O<X>00Q0]b^Q0Q0 


©f  tC  ef  cf -^  ef  of  ^     ^"^oT 


CO  CO  v> 


^n"iot 


01 
fe^  ot 


Of  W)  99  Qt 


lo 


•       t  <•♦- 


C 

o 

U 


o 

d 

■        ■  o 


CO 


5  o  o 


S3 


W 


«-4  ^  ^  ct  ^       flo 
U)  00  o>  o^  <o       01 


2SSSJ5?SS 


OQ  OQ  O)  O^  OH  K    ,    -^   ^      - 

♦^  •»  •»  *  #»  •»  *k  **  *»  w-i 

•«  lO  O  <0  ^  ««  O 


el  ^  ^  tf) 

CO   ^  ^ 


V>0<QQOflOOOQK. 


•       I       t    .    •       • 


■       • 


•  01 


05 


.g 
o  o 


e 
6 

a--      g 

6   ^  « 


4> 

E 


O  b   S 


JM  a 
u  o 
o  •o 


o  o 
9  S 


«> 

^ 


to 

a 

i 


c  ■ 


I 


M   5   c 


22 .2  a  "S  ^.2 


^  o 


CO     a     ^  T^     V    >, 

r  a.i«   ?   t«   h 


^d 


•  '"2 
o  o  b 


a 


1^ 


OB 

M  I 


•Ph    if 

••  9 


a 
o 

e 

■    O 

C 

o 

** 

•    M 

.^ 

a 
O 

8 


o  2  C  1    ►  P  " 


e-p 


p84^^-§ 


CO 


5? 


^  ID  •«  K 

•!»  00  t^  ^ 


^  00  K 

00  V)  V4 


Mi  0?00^O  00  00  ^  l^  floSrS^tO  2  ^  K  K  JS 

ko  ooao«oo>ooflOc«>^oo«^ao^ofKt*^ 
e>  -^  »^  »o  ^  «  ^  t^  ^ 


•         « 


•         •        I 


/  I  I  •  I  >  '  •  9 

•  •  •  • 


•  •  • 


r  I  ■ 


f  f 


•  •  I  I  ,  •  '  •  ■ 


o 


g 

♦it 

♦-• 
CO 


^        •         I         ■        ' 
••ill 


•        f 


I         • 


IS   o 


4>    M 


I        • 


I         • 


I         • 


I 
I        ■ 


^ 


PM  r**  r'\  'Ti 


pC3    lu 


to 


'.S- 


I        •      "S       , 

•I  s 

•k  MB  60    » 

01  fir-  -<s 


^1 


.a  S.a  ^  ii  i:  i 

rs    i»»    u    O 


34 


w 


t^  «-<  kft  IQ 

do  ^»  o  O 

00  00 


•a 
I 


I 

o 

a 


o 

1 

'3 

2 

eq 


.11 


o 

d 
o 

« 

fl 
o 


I  I  ^  •  •  •  I 

I  I  •  •  I  •  •  • 


t  s  o 


•         I         • 


I         ■ 


0 

a 

Vm 

o 

c 

o 


M 
4> 


u    0 

c^  s  s 
* .  s  g  S  S 

•  3  SS  « 

€  go  *••« 


i-S  s 


e 


a 
ft 


.8  •      •       •       •      •       • 

«9  a 

6  I  -» 

SM  &         I         ■         I         •         • 

S  "^  •       • 

o-  8  •  -"                  •       .       • 

•^M     £ 

O    O  • 

b    1.  I     C     '             ■             •                           f 

o   O  (^                                      f 

rt  «  .         .       I       I        •        I 
^•S.fcSSi8-Jgi|e-§-8 


I 


C^] 


S5 


f&  ei  00  o  (O 
Gl'to  <0  (M  » 
00  c«  •  «^«o 


CO  '^  <0 

•#  ^  o 


O  (D^O  « 


t^v)adooQoe^^aiaoo«N^ 

v«r  Ai  e^   mC  «lt  ^k  ^  e>s  eA  «C 


In. 

If 


•* 
;§ 


*  o 


•Is 

CO  s 

s"^  - 
•s  «  > 

C    W    4^ 


2-^  -a  s  o^' 


SJ    N    W    t    S    •>    •> 


•  i  • 

•S 

il 

a 
•     ••<       , 

a*    , 

.:  I  ■ 

•    -It:: 

H 

8  a  • 
©8 

-  (J        »  o  «  a  S 
»  g        n  S  t^  e>  .9 


8^  a'      8 


36 


W 

2  «  fe  g  S  8  3  2  g  i  ^  S  i  ^  Sil"  5^5>  S  sj  S 

16  5  ***  1-1  1-1 


C 

c 
o 

O 


s 


CO 


: 


.  fco  c      .- 
o      c  c  «  J*  r: 

*^  5  is  or*  ?  c  c« 

'P  K -H  .i:  .ii  cc  fi5 
c  -J-  »^  w  c  ^  w 
rt  1*  3  ^  C8  >^  *- 
••^*S    ?-  -CSV 


w 


n 


^  Q  ^  ^  !S  9  ^ 


)  ^  k^ 


iS  «-4  M  <i^  S  ^  ^r 

1^  ID  M  K  S  ^  K 

v4  G«  ^  T-«  <a  v4 


hm^  •»   00   K 


c< 


o 

i 

c: 
6 

«-• 
CO 


O   h 

•  S"S  • 
.9*3 

•HO 

11 

Vm  "S 

0-3 
to. 

g«  J;     * 

jf  8  *3  'a  s 
^  -OaO 


o 

I 

O 

.1 


'I 

M 


1     c!;z;,»^,  i>t-si-j<a 


'a 

:§ 

.1 

t 

s 

•s 


I 


o 
o 

•  s 

^^ 
i  ^ 

O 


JS 

u 

iu  JS    o 
««    O    u 

-5  .Si 


58 


c^i 


fe^  k^  k^  CO  »  CD  )^  STk^  0>  00  — 

odcoeoGtKw^k^v)v»e«<D 


~  CO  eo  fii* 


iii^  ^  C4  40  et  «4 


-3 


w 


39 


I 


I 


o 

€1 


STeo 

«i«   CO 

•41 


^1 


eo 


J    ^ 
8    S 


o 

i  i 


I 


60 


S.  « 


b 

9 
S 


C^ 


#• 


'd 

S 


«o   O 


So 

a 
o 

a 


i 


[5] 


DOCUMENTS 

In  mpport  of  the  claim  of  captain  Giles  KeUogg,  and  a  company  of 
volunteers  under  his  command. 


NOVEMBER  24,  1818. 

Printed  by  order  of  the  House  or  Representa^ves. 


Staten  Island,  October  25  1 8 1 7. 

SIR, 

Captain  Giles  Kellogg  has  requested  me  to  state  to  you  the  situa- 
tion and  equipment  of  his  company,  in  whose  behalf  an  application  is 
to  be  made  to  your  department. . 

Captain  Kellogg  and  his  company  volunteered  their  services  un- 
der the  act  of  February,  1812,  for  one  year.  They  were  ordered 
into  service  in  the  winter  of  1812-13,  and  stationed  with  major  For- 
syth's rifle  corps  at  Ogdensburgh,  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  As  the  post 
was  in  a  cold  climate,  I  advised  captain  Kellogg  to  have  his  men  well 
provided  with  blankets  and  clothing,  as  indispensable  to  prevent  sick- 
ness amongst  them.  The  company  was  accordingly  equipped  in  an  un- 
commonly  comfortable  manner.  They  conducted  well  tliroughout 
their  period  of  service.  While  they  were  under  the  command  of 
major  Forsyth,  the  British  attacked  Ogdensburgh  suddenly,  and  took 
it  and  burnt  the  barracks,&c.f  on  that  occasion,  as  well  major  Forsyth's 
men,  as  Kellogg's  volunteers,  lost  all  the  property  they  possessed,  ex- 
cept what  they  carried  with  them  in  the  action.  It  is  for  Yeraune- 
ration  for  that  property,  that  I  understand  the  application  is  to  be 
made  to  the  War  Department.  With  the  extent  and  particulars  of 
their  losses,  I  am  not  acquainted,  but  recollect  yery  distinctly  that 
they,  as  well  as  the  regulars,  lost  all  their  equipments  and  baggage 
in  their  quarters;  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
their  being  compensated  for  that  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obediently, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

John  Qraham,  esq. 

1 


I 


I 
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State  or  New  Yokk. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  QuarUrs^  Many^  Dec.  t9lh^  1812. 

Captain  Giles  Kellogg's  company  of  artillety,  in  Schoharie 
county,  having  volunteered  their  services  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  under  and  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  parsed  the 
sixth  day  of  February  last;  and  their  services  having  been  accepted, 
the  commander  in  chief  is  under  the  necessity,  pursuant  to  a  requisi- 
tion for  that  purpose,  of  calling  upon  them  for  the  protection  and  de* 
fence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northwestern  frontier,  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  .  The  time  of  sc^rvice  of  a  part  of  the  militia  who  are 
DOW  guarding  the  said  frontier,  will  expire  with  the  present  month, 
and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them,  and  for  the  fufther  pro* 
tection  of  our  fellow  citizens  on  that  frontier,  that  the  services  of 
captain  Kellogg's  company  are  now  required.  They  will  rendezvous 
and  be  mustered  on  Saturday,  the  26th  day  of  December,  instant,  at 
such  place  and  hour  as  the  captain  shall  appoint,  at  which  time  they 
will  be  supplied  with  blankets  and  canteens.  The  whole  will  receive 
two  months  pay  in  advance,  and  the  noncommissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians and  privates  will  receive  in  addition  thereto,  an  advance  of  six- 
teen dollars,  on  account  of  allowance  for  clothing.  The  whole  allow-v 
ance  to  which  they  will  be  entitled  on  account  qf  clothing;,  including 
the  said  sixteen  dollars,  will  be  as  follows: 

Corporals  and  privates  each  •  •         8  M  41 

Musicians         -  •  ,  ^  •  •       36  44 

Sergeants  -  •  -  -  37  85 

The  company  will  march  oji  Monday,  the  28th  of  December,  ^t 

pine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  means  of  transportation  will  be 

prepared  for  them*  * 

By  ord^r  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

ANTHONY  LAMB,  Aiddt  Ccmp. 


Albany,  December,  1812, 

Tou  will  get  your  company  under  way  on  Monday  morning, 
lor  Ogdensburgh.  I  think  you  would  do  well  barely  to  employ  one 
five-horse  or  two  two-horse  wagons  for  baggage,  as  far  as  the  Litde 
Falls,  and  let  tl^e  company  ooArch  or  ride  at  their  own  expense  thcre^ 


n 


C5]         '  » 

it  would  be  well  to  take  along  five  or  six  day's  provisions  ready  coolp« 
ed;  and  draw  when  you  arrive  at  Ogdensburgh,  for  all  the  days  from 
the  26th  December  to  your  arrival.  When  you  get  to  ihr  Little  Falls 
you  may  employ  sleighs  for  the  baggage,  and  if  yon  can  make  great 
ezpeditioi^,  you  may  hire  sleighs  for  the  men  also»  Make  your  bar- 
gains hot  by  the  day,  but  for  the  journey.  Four  days  will  be  a  good 
alfowance  from  Little  Falls  to  Ogdensburgh.  If  you  hire  by  the  day  5 
ybu  will  not  get  them  along  above  15  or  20  miles  a  day.  As  the 
troops  to  be  relieved  will  want  to  return  in  the  same  conveyance  that 
takes  your  company  out,  it  would  be  well  to  make  your  bargains  not 
to  pay  thie  sleighs  for  returning^  unless  they  take  a  return  load  of  bag- 
gage and  passengers,  and  then  you  will  receive  and  credit  the  public 
with  the  amount  you  may  receive  for  the  return  load. 

Blankets,  canteens,  two  months'  pay  and  sixteeh  dollars  on  ac* 
count  of  clothing,  will  be  delivered  and  paid,  and  all  the  forms  of  rolls 
aire  made  out,  and  a  clerk  will  be  there  to  fill  them  up  for  you. 

JAr.  Edmunds  will  deliver  to  you  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
tor  which  you  are  to  account,  on  honor,  and  produce  vouchers.  You 
must  take  duplicate  receipts  for  every  thing  paid,  and  send  your  ac« 
count  and  receipts  and  balance  back  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  paymaster, 
who  is  now  at  Ogdensburgh,  and  who  will  help  you  in  making  them 
out. 

The  object  of  your  being  ordered  to  the  station  at  Ogdensburgh 
is  merely  to  protect  and  defend  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  and  its 
vicinity,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  you  should  be  engaged  id  any  cam- 
paigning or  offensive  operations,  unless  you  may  be  attacked,  or  the 
inhabitants  or  their  property  be  attacked  or  invaded. 

Tou  will  report  yourself  on  your  arrival  to  whomsoever  may  then 
be  the  commanding  officer  of  the  station,  and  will  obey  his  directions 
and  orders*  Tou  will  also  take  great  pains  to  prevent  any  disres- 
pectful language  or  behaviour  on  the  part  of  the  company  towards  the 
inhabitants,  and  see  that  the  company  conducts  in  a  peaceable,  order- 
Iy>  and  friendly  manner,  both  on  the  march  and  at  their  station. 

I  am,  DearSir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  ob'dt, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

€apt(nn  Giles  KtUogg. 

"P.  S.  Please  to  send  your  volunteer  roll,  or  a  cortified  copy  of  it) 
by  major  Edmonds. 

NEW  YORK. 

Claims  of  captsuo  Giles  Kellogg  and  his  company,  for  various 
Articles  taken  by  the  enemy,  generally  articles  of  clothing: — Some  of 
the  articles  are,  epauletts,  sword8»  spurs,  blankets  and  Imapsacks.-^ 


4  [5] 

The  payment  for  these  is  provided  by  the  fourth  s'ection  of  tl^e  law  of 
the  9th  April,  1816,  as  being  comprehended  in  the  terms  **  arms  and 
accoutrements.**  All  articles  of  mere  clothing  or  dress,  have  been 
considered  as  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  said  act.  The  claim- 
ants, therefore,  have  no  other  resort  but  to  the  generosity  of  Congress 
for  complete  redress,  on  which  their  meritorious  conduct  gives  them, 
a  strong  hold  If,  however,  the  claimants  shall  decline  petitioning 
Congress,  the  small  portion  (and  it  is  vtry  small)  of  their  claims* 
which  is  cognizable  in  this  office,  will  be  examined  and  adjusted 
here.  But  it  is  recommended  to  them,  rather  to  prosecute  the  whole 
bv  petition  to  the  only  competent  tribunal. 

R.  B.  LEE,  C.  C.  &c. 
OJfice  of  claims  f  &7*c.  Washinglonf  Nov*  1, 1817* 


ADDITIONAL  REMARKS. 

In  addition  to  the  within  notes  on  the  claims  of  captain  Giles 
Kellogg  and  his  company,  I  will  state,  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  ihe  cl:iims  being  that  only  of  the  claimants  themselves,  and  that  of 
captain  Kellogg,  not  sworn  to,  it  is  nocBuch  as  is  required  by  the  rules 
of  this  ofiice — and  such  evidence  is  not  admitted  as  sufficient  in  any  ' 
court  of  justice. 

Relative  to  captain  Kellogg's  own  claim,  his  statement,  made  as 
an  (  fficer,  and  being  sworn  to  besides,  it  will  be  admitted  as  valid  as 
to  all  the  articles  thereby  cognizable  by  me. 

But  the  words  *'  arms  and  accoutrements,''  cannot  be  construed 
to  extend  to  one's  articles  which  are  not  necessary  to  the  personal 
equipment  of  a  soldier;  therefore  not  to  drums  and  fifes,  or  to  blank- 
ets,  knapskins  or  knapsacks,  beyond  the  number  necessary  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  soldier,  or  of  an  officer,  and  his  orderly.  I'hat  part 
of  the  demand  of  captain  Kellogg  which  1  could  allow,  being  so  small, 
compared  to  the  whole  amount,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  his 
agent,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  for  his  interest  to  apply  for  the 
whole,  by  petition  to  Congress* 

R.  B.  LEE,  C.  C.  &c. 
Ojffice  cf  Claims,  ^c.  J^Tov.  4,  1817. 


Camp,  at  French  Mills,  J^Tov.  16th,  1813. 
D£AB  SlR| 

As  you  and  your  company  are  about  to  leave  the  army,  permit 
Tne  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  your  duty,  while  I  had  the  honor  of  having  you  under  my 


C«3  « 

conmand;  afid  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  your  'company,  that 
their  good  conduct  claims  and  meets  my  entire  approbation.  A  pleas- 
ant march  to  your  places  of  residence,  with  a  dcsure  to  see  you  in  the 
next  campaign. 

With  sentiments  of  very  much  respect, 
Tonr  ob't  &c. 

BENJ.  FORSYTH, 

Major  U.S.R.& 
CafUtin  Otles  KcUoggy  JV*.  F.  Vohmteers. 


AxBA2nr,  February  9, 1813. 

sm, 

^  I  am  highly  gratified  with  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  your 
company,  and  return  them  my  thanks.  I  send  them  some  socks  and 
and  mittt:Qs,  as  a  present  from  ladies. 

Mr.  Tredway  is  useful  here  as  a  gunmanufacturer  for  the  public 
I  have  persuaded  him  to  leave  his  business  and  go  oo,and  have  promis- 
ed to  request  you  to  furlough  or  discharge  him  in  60  or  90  days  from 
hi9  arrival,  which  I  will  thank  you  to  do.  Please  present  my  res- 
pects to  captaio  Forsyth. 
I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Dear  Sir,  your  friend,  &c. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINa 
Captain  Giles  Kellogg i 


By  command  of  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Giles  Kellogg,  captain  of  a  company  in  the 
regiment  of  U.  S.  volunteers,  under  command  of  major  John  Herki* 
mer,  hs^ving  honestly  and  faithfully  performed  his  duty  as  capUm, 
one  year,  the  term  of  time  for  which  he  was  engaged,  is  hereby  hon- 
orably discharged. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Udca,  this  10th  day  of  Dec.  1813. 

JOHN  HERKIMER, 
Major  IT.  S.  volunteers. 


^ 
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A,  No.  8. 

(CopyOl 

Jfaoy  Department f  Jhigust  9f  i8ii. 

SIB, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  commodore  Rodgers,  in  reply  to  one  written  to  him  by  direc- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  die  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  prize  brig  Maria.  The  commissioners  of  the  H^wy  Pen- 
sion Fund,  deem  it  but  reasonable  that  they  should  have  ||^  advised 
by  you  of  this  deposit  in  your  hands,  in  order  that  the  an^ot  might 
have  been  applied  to  advantage. 

Tou  will  please  to  place  it  in  onelbf  the  banks  in  New  York,  to 
the  dredit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the 
Navy  Ptasion  Fund»  and  forward  a  duplicate  receipt  to  this  Depart- 
n^ent. 

I  am»  Sir,  respectfully,  he. 

{Signed.]  BENJAMIN  HOMAN8, 

Bec^y.M'.P.Fund. 
Mm  Bultu8^  E9f. 

Jfiavif  Jgent  Jfetp  Tork^ 


A.  No.  »• 
(Copy-) 

JV^ovy  Department^  JV^v.  4|  1814. 

Tour  letter  of  the  2ist  October,  with  copy  of  account  current, 
andletterof  Mr.  John  A.  Morton,  of  Bordeaux,  are  received;  and 
die  wMe  transaction  of  the  disposition  and  transmission  of  the 
of  sales  of  the  prise  lung  Mafia  ^  cargo,  tequire  invesiiga- 


<;> 


[6] 
LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SEGRBTART  OF  THE  NAVY, 

TKANSMITTIJfO, 

PURSUANT  TO  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEin*A. 
TIVES,  OF  «ih  APRIL,  1818, 

SUNDRY  STATEMENTS, 

/JV  RELATIOJ>r  TO  THE  J^JiVT  PEJ^SIOJST  FUJTD. 


November  2d|  1818. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


WASHINGTON  CITY: 

^RIKTBD   BY   B.   DB    KRAFFT. 
1818. 


r 
I 


CO 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

JWvmierSix^iaiS. 

8IB,    ' 

In  obedience  to  a  resoluiioo  of  the  House  of  Bepresetttathreiii 
patted  on  the  8th  of  Aprtl,  1818, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  *^the 
state  anld  coadition  of  the  Navy  Penioa  FtHid,  the  sources  firani 
«iilence  it  arises,  iu  amount,  the  ihaniier  ia  which  it  is  c^lected,  the 
•urns  received  yearlvfroni  eac^  ttate  since  the  aoth  of  June«  1812,  and 
copies  ofthecoTfetpondeace  with  diit  department  in  relation  thereto." 

The  docuineats  herewith  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  sire  respectivf  1y 
adbmitted,  with  a  view  to  exhibit  the  niost  material  factfi  and  causes 
of  complaint,  and  the  **  proceedings  thereon  had  to  enforeiK  perfor-^ 
mance."  Papers,  A,  No.  1  to  M,  are  copies  of  leturs  to  the  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  aild  others,  relative  to  the  Navy  Pension  Pmid^ 
from  30th  March,  1818',  to  the  SOtb  April,  1818,  inclativety^  selected 
from  the  records,  as  most  relevant  to  the  objects  of  inquiry  inidt  iht 
resolution. 

Papers  B,  No.  1  to  16,  are  orrgin;ds,  and  copies  of  letters  aiid 
statements  received  from  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and  others  in 
reply  to  the  preceding,  and  ezplaOatory  of  some  of  the  cases  alluded 
tO|  It  will  appear  by  this  correspondence,  that  repeated  efforts  have 
been  made  to  bring  the  officers  of  the  district  courts  to  account  for 
the.proceeds  of  prise  causes,  and  to  procure  from  them  sutemenu 
of  charges,  costs,  and  fees^  and  accounu  of  sales  with  deductions,  and 
amount  deposited  to  credit  of  the  fund. 

Papers  C,  No.  1  to  S3,  relate  to  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
£tstes'  district  court  of  New  York,  and  afford  a  partial  view  of  the 
dtfficukies  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  If u^d  have 
experienced  in  obtaining  legal  returns  of  proceedings,  and  payment 
of  proceeds  into  the  United  Statcii'  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fnnd;  in  some  instaiKCs,  the  first  information  received  of  the  condemi* 
nation  of  priaes,  was  through  the  agent  of  the  captors,  to  whom  th^ 
flsoietv  had  been  paid  by  order  of  court. 

Papers  D,  No.  1  to  3,  are  reports  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  th^ 
Treasuryc 

To  the  several  subjects  of  the  resolution,  I  respectfully  state: 

let.  That  the  sute  and  condition  of  the  Navy  Pension  Puffd, 
art  exhibited  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  reports,  marked  D,  numbered 
t,  3,  and  3,  by  ^hich  it  abpears  that  thci  total  amount  at  this  tVme  6f 
United  States'  stock,  and  bank  stock,  iv  8839^344^  60,  beatinsf  ais  aiv- 
an»l  interest  of  S  65,000!»  which,  after  pajftng  the  limiual'  p^irions  tfb 
aEBtoimt  of  1 35,O80,  kaves  a  bafamca  of  tifcenity  thousand' dollars^  Hk 
addition  to  which,  there  is  ia  the  hands  of  theTrtasurer,  tote  invmed 
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in  itock,  the  further  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  part  of  which  is 
from  the  late  reimbursement  of  Louisiana  stock.  The  balance^  with 
such  sums  as  are  received  in  the  course  of  the  year,  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  additional  stock  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fund,  while  the  pensioners  increase  in  nearly  the  saaie 
latio,  as  the  former  pensioners  decrease  by  deaths. 

9d.  The  sources  from  whence  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  arises,  are 
the  moiety  of  all  captures  in  time  of  war,  when  the  force  was  inferior 
to  the  capturing  ship,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy,  pages  ^60  Nand  361,  volume  S^  new  edition 
of  United  States'  laws.  And  by  the  same  act,  the  managjc^entgj^f 
said  fund  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Secretary  of  War  for  the  time  being. 

The  act  of  26th  March,  1804*,  provides  fuKher  for  the  disburse* 
ment  and  accountability!  and  for  defining  the  powers  of  the  cominis- 
sioners,  fcc 

3d.  The  manner  in  which  it  has  been  collected  will  appear  by  the 
documcnu  and  correspondence  herewith,  and  those  heretofore  laid 
before  Congress,  which  induced  the  passing  of  the  act  of  16th  April, 
1316. 

4th  nrhe  specific  sums  received  yearly  from  each  state,  from  and 
after  the  90th  June,  1812,  will  appear  by  the  Fourth  Auditor's  reports, 
marked  Df  numbered  2  and  5$  which  include  aliso  the  particular  cases 
from  which  they  arise.  These  documents  will  further  exJiibit  the 
neglects  and  defaults  in  the  performance  of  duties  in  regard  to  the 
said  fund;  and  the  correspondence  had  with  the  officers  of  the  dis« 
trict  courts  explains  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  to  en* 
ferce  performance  at  different  times,  so  far  as  the  laws  authorised  them 
so  to  do. 

The  commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  have  usually 
met  once  in  each  year,  since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
Jupet  1812«  During  the  war,  it  was  found  that  the  existing  laws  had 
not  sufficiently'  provided  for  the  accountability  and  due  returns  x>f 
prize  causes,  and  payment  of  proceeds,  after  decisions  had  thereon 
in  the  United  States  district  courts;  payments  in  many  instances  had 
been  delayed,  and  when  made,  were  not  accompanied  with  accounts 
of  charges  on  sales,  or  of  costs  and  fees  taxed.  So  soon  as  the  re- 
lurn  of  peace  afforded  time  for  consideration  upon  the  subject,  the 
draught  of  a  bill  was  prepared  <*  in  addition  to  the  act  of  26th  Marcbf 
1804,"  and  transmitted  to  the  chairman  of  the  naval  committee  of 
the  House,  by  whom  it  was  laid  before  Congscss^  and  paised  into  a 
law  on  the  16th  April,  1816.  Previously  to  this  last  mentioned  act, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  had  no  authority  to 
demand  the  pajnnent  of  the  moiety  of  prises  accruing  to  the  fund, 
and  could  not  enforce  performance,  as  no  penalties  were  annexed  to 
noncompliance,  even  with  their  requests.  The  subject  generally  has 
been  submitted  to   Congress  in  the   reports  made  in  the  years 
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1814,  15|  16,  and  17,  with  copies  of  aU  the  material  evidences  of 
neglect^  and  of  corresfiondence  thereon,  particularly  in  the  report 
made  5th  January,  1816,  to  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  to  which 
I  respectfully  refer  for  corroborative  explanations  of  the  present  state- 
ment. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 


J 


(Copy.) 


A. 

A.No.1. 
(Circular.) 

JVlivy  Department^  March  ZO^  i819« 


SOL, 

Ab  secretary  to  die  honorable  board  of  commissioiiers  of  the  Mk- 
wy  Tension  Ftmi^  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  a  copy  of  a  re- 
solution, passedf  by  that  board  on  the  S4th  current,  and  to  request 
y«nr  coBpUaoce,  dierewith. 

lam. 

Very  Bespectfullyt  &c. 

[Signed]        BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  honorable  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pen- 
aion  F\ind,  on  the  S4th  day  of  March,  1813,  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
secretary  of  the  board  be  directed  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  the  dis. 
trict  attorneys  and  marshals,  requesting  them  to  transmit  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  statements  of  the  condemnations  of  all  vessels, 
money,  and  merchandise,  which  have  been,  or  may  be  captured  by 
public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  amount,  payable  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  and  that  they  pay  the 
proceeds  into  a  bank,  in  which  public  moneys  arc  deposited,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  comformity  with  the 
first  section  of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  J^avy  Pension  Fund^  passed, 
March  26, 1804. 

Attest,  [Signed]      BENJAMIN  HOMANS^ 

Becretary^  6fc- 
ftathan  Sanfyrd^  Esq.  District  Attorney ^ 
Feter  Ourtenius^  Esq.  Marshal^  JWw  Fori. 


(Copy.) 
SIB, 


(Grcular.) 
JVtavy  Departments  Sept.  16, 1813. 


On  tke  3Qih  of  Manh  last,  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  Com- 
missioneffs  o(  ^  Navy  Pension  Fund,  by  order,  addressed  so  you  a 
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^  Tou  'will  readi^  perceive  the  fanpoitance  of  the  subject  to  the 
JJaited  Skates'  Pensioii  Fund,  without  my  further  urging  your  at- 
tcotioQ  to  it. 

I  anil  respectfuUy  &c. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  HOMANSi 

Secretary  JV*.  P.  Fund. 

U.  8.  Districi  Attorney ^  Boston. 

m    if* 


A.  No.  20. 

(Copy.) 

jytwy  Department^  July  27 f  1816. 

Bavid  Porter^  BMf.  Waahington.  , 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  your  note  of  the  34th,  I  have^the  hon- 
or lo  enclose  to  you  a  form  of  a  bill  of  sale  on  requisite  claim  title  to 
tfie  United  States  of  the  prize  ship  Atlantic,  alias  Essex  Junior,  which 
ship  having  been  sold  by  order  of  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of 
New  York,  and  proceecb  have  been  detained  in  said  courts  and  re* 
fused  to  be  paid  .over  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension 
Fund,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Fund. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  dating  of  the  bill  of  sale  about 
the  time  and  subsequent  lo  the  payment  made  to  you  on  this  acconntf 
in  the  year  1814;  of  this  however  yo  will  judge,  as  it  is  not  material, 
except  to  show  to  the  court  that  the  money  was  paid  so  long  since, 
and  that  the  Pension  Fund  have  lost  the  benefit  of  interest  upon  the 
reduced  amount  of  proceeds. 

^  Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 


£2  CP] 

A.  No.  ai. 

(Copy.) 

JV*a9y  Department^  July  29»  1816, 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  vou  n  biH  of  sale  execmed  bj 
captain  David  Porter,  for  the  ship  Atlantic,  alias  Essex  Jiuuort  to 
prove  the  purchase  and  payment  by  this  department  at  the  tinse  mea^ 
tioned.  %     ^ 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  present  the  same  to  At  court  and  nscer* 
tain  if  the  amount  of  proceeds  of  that  ship,  wiU  be  paid  pver  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  the  law  directs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

[Signed]  BENJAMIN  HOMANSt 

Secretary  JV*.  t.  FuruL 
Jonathan  Ftfif  esq. 

U.  8.  district  attorney y  J^ew  Fori. 


A.  No.  22. 
(Copy.) 

Jtavy  Ihfarimenif  Jtiguii  15^  ittS* 

SIR, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.  relative  to  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  a  captueed  launch,  a  moiety  of  which  accrues  t»>  the  Na^ 
Ptnsioa  Fund. 

I  have  to  reqvest  the  favor  of  you  to  transmit  the  account  of 
sales*  with  charges  and  costs  of  court  deducted,  and  to  pay  over  t)ie 
amount  into  a  bank  in  which  public  moneys  are  deposited,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  March  26,  i8M,  and  the  additional  act  of  the  i6th  AaHT 
1816.  The  navy  agent  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fund,  theren>fV 
the  aaoaey  must  be  paid  into  iie  hmk^  and  duflic»te  receipts  firott 
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the  caidkier  for^nlrdcd,  one  to  die  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  to  the  Navy  Department. 
I  am  respectfiillj^  &c. 

[Signed]  BENJAMIN  HOMANS, 

Secretary  JV.  F.  Fund, 
Thomas  Fi^er^eeq. 

XJ,  A  distf-ictattotneyy  Charkaton^  8.  C. 


A.  No.  23. 

(Copy.) 

* 

^avy  Department,  August  3i«#,  1816. 

SIB, 

I  haG^e  honor  of  reeeiting  your  letter  of  the  12th  current,  to 
which  imperious  business  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply.  The  course 
which  has  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  U.  S.  ship  £ssex  Junior^  li 
beyond  all  comment.  I  now  enclose  to  you  aletter  from  captain  Por- 
ter, with  all  the  letter$  of  attorney  and  authorities  to  him,  from  the 
officers  a^  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  ship  Bssex;  to  copy  them  is  out  of 
the  questmn;  and  there  remains  but  one  alternative — if  the  proceeds 
should  still  be  withheld,  by  an  appeal  to  the  legislative  power  of  Goo- 
greas  for  relief.  Tou  will  be  pleasedf  Sir,  to  have  the  papers  return- 
ed to  this  Department  for  captam  Porter,  whether  they  prove  satisfac- 
tory or  not  to  the  court. 

The  act  of  Congress  passed  April  16th,  1816,  in  relation  to  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  remains  as  yet  uncomplied  with  by  the  clerk  of 
the  disuict  court  of  New  Tork.^ 

No  statement  of  account  of  proceeds  of  the  prize  ship  Susannah^ 
captured  by  the  frigate  Constitution,  captain  Charles  Stewart,  haa 
ever  been  received,  although  John  M^Cauley,  esq.  prize  agent  for  the 
captors,  receivedthe  moiety,  829,709  12  inlday,  1815,  and  a  further 
sum  of  S  1,704  48,  in  June  following.  This  case  was  not  even  re- 
ported in  the  schedule  of  prize  causes,  furnished  by  the  clerk  on  the 
Sdd)  December,  1815.  The  sums  belonging  to  the  Navy  Pension 
Fund,  deposited  in  court  and  unaccounted  foi^,  are  very  considerable; 
your  attention  to  the  subject  is  eamesdy  requested,  s 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

By  order  of  the  commissioners  N.  P.  Fund, 

[Signed.]  BENJAMIN  HOMANS, 

Secretary  toJ>r  .P.  Fund. 
JsfUkFisk^  Esq. 

U.  B.  District  JUtomey^  Jfcw  Fori. 
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A.  No.  24. 
(Copy.) 

JTavy  Department,  Sept.  29,  ISie. 

SIR, 

Yourletter  of  the  ISth  current  with  its  enclosures,  has  becu 
received,  and  your  attention  to  the  subject  duly  appreciated.  The 
course  pursued  in  the  cases  referred  to,  has  been  irregular.  The  judge 
should  have  ordered  the  distribution  to  be  made  to  the  clerk  of  the 
eourt,  and  the  moiety  accruing  to  the  United  States  Navy  Pension 
Fund  should  have  been  paid  over  by  the  clerk  into  a  bank  in  which 

Siblic  moneys  are  deposited,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
ni|^  States;  this  would  have  saved  you  the  trouble  of  interposing. 
The  law  passed  on  the  16th  April  last  (to  which  permit  me  to  refer 
yott)  points  out  specifically  the  duties  of  each  officer  of  the  United 
States  district  courts  in  relation  to  prise  cates.  In  il^k  present  in* 
stance  Mr.  Robertson,  the  navy  agent,  must  refund  the  commission 
charged,  to  which  he  is  not  entitled. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

fi.  HOMANS. 

Thomas  Parker^  Esq.  ^ 

U.  8.  District  Attorney^  Charleston^  8.  C. 


A,  No.  23. 

(Copy.) 

Xavy  Department^  Dec.  20iht  1816. 
SIR, 

I  am  again  compelled  to  trouble  you  upon  the  subject  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy  Pension  Fund,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Rudd^  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  New  York,  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed. 

Mr.  Rudd  says,  <'  being  the  whole  amount  of  prize  money  be- 
loiiging  to  the  United  States,  in  cases  in  which  proceedings  were  end* 
ed.     This  paragraph  is  to  me  absolutely  obscure. 

Asrespects  the  prize  ship  Susannah,  it  is  still  more  so;  it  ap- 
pears by  the  declaration  of  Mr.  M^Oauley,  that  in  consequence  of  an 
order  of  distribution  by  the  court,  he  received  in  May  and  June,  18i6t 
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thehilf  aHMifitofprocoeda  of  said  ship  and  eargof  aad  ttow  Mr« 
Rudd  s^ySf  *^  the  case  has  been  staid  b^  order  of  court,  to  abide  tbe 
decision  of  some  neutral  claims."  If  the  decisicm  mthiscase,  and 
theorderof  distribution  in  18159  were  not  definitive,  Why  was  the 
monevlpaid  to  the  captors,  and  now  kept  back  from  the  Navy  Pension 
Fundi  It  is  almost  certain  that  a  reimbursement  cannot  be  expected 
of  the  sums  distributed;  and  if  a  restitu;ion  of  any  part  is  yet  to  de- 
pend upon  an  ulterior  decree  of  court,  the  amount  must  be  an  une- 
qual reduction  of  the  moiety  accruing  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  no  accounts  have  yet  been 
rendered  in  conformity  with  the  act  ol  Congress*  passed  April  i6th| 
1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed  ]  B,  W.  CROWNINSEDELD. 

JtnuUhan  Fisk,  Esq. 

U.  S.  District  Attorney f  ^tw  Fork: 


A.  No.  26. 

(Copy) 

Mtvy  DepartmefU,  January  10, 18ir« 

The  Bon.  Joseph  Story^ 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Courts  Salem j  Mass. 

SIR, 

I  am  induced  to  trouble  you  again  upon  the  subject  of  the  U.  S# 
Pension  Fund. 

The  act  of  Congress  passed  16th  of  April,  1816,  baa  never  been 
complied  with  by  the  district  courts  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
Inhere  it  was  most  immediately  applicable,  and  it  is  still  a  cause  of 
regret  that  those  two  courts  have  not  directed  a  distribution  of  the 
prize  moneys  accruing  to  the  United  States  Pension  Fund,  nor  trant- 
mitted  any  accounts  or  statements  of  the  causes  decided  during  me 
iace  war,  or  the  disposition  of  the  amount  of  proceeds. 
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Will  you  hare  the  goodness  to  remiod  Judge  Davis  of  this,  and 
request  him  to  order  the  moneys  to  be  paid  over  into  bank,  and  to 
forward  the  amount  of  fees  and  charges  taxed  upon  the  causes* 
With  the  highest  respect. 

Sir,  your  obt.  servant, 

[Signed]  B.W-CROWNINSHIELD. 


A.  No.  27. 

(Copy.) 

JVavy  Department y  March  50, 1818. 

SIR, 

The  amount  of  seventy-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven 
dollars  and  forty  seven  cents^  appears  to  have  been  dul^^  received  into 
the  Treasury,  for  account  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  Pension  Fund.  As  it 
is  desirable  to  invest  this  amount  in  stock,  that  it  may  draw  interest 
for  the  benefit  of  said  fund,  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will 
direct  a  warrant  \o  be  issued  to  place  the  above  sum  to  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  as  Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  Pension 
Fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

[Signed]  B.  W.  CROWNlKSHIELD. 

Bon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A.  No.  28. 

Extract  of  a  ktterfrom  tlie  Secretary  of  the  •/Varj/  to  the  Bon.  John 
Davis,  jvdge  of  the  district  court,  Massachusetts,  dated 

JVary  Department,  Jlpril  30,  1818. 

SIB, 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  .the  17ih  instant,  rcla*. 
htive  to  the  moneys  paid  over  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  Na« 
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vy  Peaston  Fund  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  district  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  act  of  Coogress,  passed  April  lo26»  has  not  beeo  complied 
with  to  the*  extent  cootemplaced  by  thai  act,  as  accounts  of  fees  and 
costs  taxed, sales  and  deductions  of  charges,  tkc.  upon  captured  pro^ 
perty.  since  the  declaratioo  of  war,  in  June  1812,  have  never  been  re-  ' 
ceived,  and  the  proper  entries  and  settlements  cannot  be  made  for 
vant  of  them;  this^  however,  is  applicable  to  ever}  disrrict  court  in  the 
United  States.  That  law  was  specialty  intended  to  provide  for  such 
accountability,  and  the  subject  has  been  revived  during  the  late  ses- 
bion  with  reference  more  particularly  to  the  conduct  of  the  clerk  of 
the  court  of  New  York.  'l*he  ioUowii^is  a  statement  from  the  Fourth 
Auditor's  office,  where  the  accounts  are  kept,  viz.  ^^  On  the  13th  of 
October,  1813,  William  S.  Shaw,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Mas- 
sadiusetts,  paid  into  the  State  Bank  in  Boston,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  1 1 2,668  ^V^^  dollars*  said  to  be  the 
moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  certain  prizes,  but  for  which  no  ac» 
votmt  of  sales ^  or  of  the  Jets  and  charges  deducted  by  the  officer h  of 
court  have  been  received."  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, the 
Navy,  dated  21st  October,  1813»  was  addressed  to  James  Prince, 
marshal,  requiring  "^^  a  statement  of  all  the  charges,  fees,  costs  of 
court,  &c.  attendant  on  the  condemnaiiou  and  bale  of  prizes;^'  buip 
no  such  account  was  rendered. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1817,  \Villiam  S,  Shaw  paid  into  the  bank^ 
11, 878,-^0^0  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  certain  prizes,  which  had  remained 
in  his  hands,  for  which  he  did  render  account  sales,  8tc. 

The  further  investigation  of  this  9nl>ject,  at  the  next  session,  will 
probably  lead  to  some  crimination;  and  so  far  as  relates  to  the  deci* 
sions  of  the  court  over  which  you  preside,  it  may  be  worthy  your  at« 
tentioo  to  see  how  far  the  non-compliance  with  the  law  exists.  Eve* 
ry  motive  of  delicacy,  as  well  as  pcisoual  respect  to  you,  would 
have  been,  and  has  been  cause  of  avoiding  any  implied  censure  upon 
the  transactions  under  your  iuioiediate  authority;  a  complete  de- 
velopment of  all  the  transactions  of  the  courts  during  the  late  war, 
is  become  necessary:  and  by  the  late  resolution  of  both  houses  of 
Congress,  a  detailed  statement  in  every  case  of  prize  and  judicial 
proceedings  thereon,  is  required  of  this  Department,  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  thekn  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session:  and  with  this 
view,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  a  further  inquir)'  into  the  state- 
ment of  the  accounts  rendered  under  your  decisions,  in  order  to  place 
the  subject  in  the  most  favorable  light;  particularly  in  the  case  of  the 
brig  Atlantic,  wherein  Mr.  Shaw  has  deducted  about  one  third  of  the 
whole  proceeds  for  fees  and  costs,  &c.  It  has  not  been  deemed  pro* 
per  to  correspond  directly  with  the  judges  of  the  several  courts,  but 
through  the  attorneys;  and  in  one  instance  a  reprimand  was  received 
from  the  judge,  through  the  medium  of  the  clerk,  for  an  ^Mmproper 
ioterfcrence"  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  court,  although  the  inquiry 
was  made  ior  information  wherem  a  default  or  neglect  was  apparent; 


Diider  aB  thet^  circumstaiices,  and  the  defect  in  the  original  act  Id 
fix  ihe  respoDstbility  somewhere,  and  to  define  the  duties  of  the  courts^ 
die  act  of  April,  1816,  was  brought  forward,  and  we  now  have  to  re* 
port  to  Congress,  that  the  said  act  has  not  been  fuUy  comfdied  wiih| 
and  the  charges  and  deductions  made  in  the  several  priie  casts,  have 
been  one  leading  cause  for  the  late  proceedings  in  Congress,  in  the 
course  of  which  there  has  appeared  a  general  implication  of  aU  coo- 
cemed. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Jiu^  DktrkiCaurtf  Masi.BoMton. 


[63  »» 

B. 


R  No.  L 

Portsmouth^  May  18,181 3, 

SIB, 

Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  commissioa- 
era  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  of  the  34th  of  March  last,  I  have  paid 
into  the  New  Hampshire  Unioii  Bank  in  Portsmouth >  (a  bank  in  which 
public  moneys  are  deposited,)  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  the  sum  of  i  53,744  iVo  which  sum^s  one  half  of  the 
nett  proceeds  that  accrued  from  the  sales  of  the  ship  Volunteer  and 
cargo,  captured  on  the  high  seas,  Feb.  1813,  by  the  United  Sutes 
frigate  Chesapeake,  and  condemned  in  the  district  court,  in  New 
Hampshire  district,  March  16, 1813,  for  which  sum  I  have  taken  a 
receipt  from  Henry  S.  Langdon,  cashier  of  said  bank,  which  receipt 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

MICHL.  M*CLARY, 

Marshal^  JV.  EL  District, 
Bm.Wm»JorU9, 

Becrttary  of  the  •Vm?y. 


B.  No.  2. 
(Copy.) 

MarshaPs  Office^  Virginia. 

JV*or/o/i,Jz//y  8,  1813. 

SIB, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  addresed  to  the  mardhal  of  this  state, 
relative  to  the  payment  of  any  sums  of  money  arising  fr<mi  prize 
iales,  uiiended  as  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons,  8tc.  I  have 
tp  stole,  lluit  th^  only  sum  which  has  ever  beea  paid  to  the  collector^ 
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or  other  person  in  this  state,  was  a  moietf  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
af  the  ship  Argo  and  cargo,  captured  by  the  Congress  frigate^ 
amounting  to  sevepteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  four  doU 
lars,  and  forty  thre^  cents* 

-  lam  very  respectfully,  &c. 

[Signed]  \7ILLIAM  P.  FOSTER. 

D.  Marsfial. 

William  JorieSyEsq. 

Se^etQry  of  the  JVlavy  i 


B.No.  3. 

(Copy.) 

MarshaPs  Office^  Richmond^  July  25,  1813. 

SIB, 

Enclosed  you  have  the  certificate  of  the  deputy  collector  at 
Norfolk,  respecting  one  moiety  of  the  ship  Argo  and  cargo,  the  other 
moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  sales,  \va^  pursuant  to  the  decree,  paid  to 
L.  M.  Tazewell,  and  L.  Wheeler,  Esqs.  the  agenu  for  the  captors. 

I  am  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

For  AND.  MOORE,  M.  V.  D. 
[Signed]  A.  LITIIGOW, 

Agent. 


B.No.4. 
(CopyO 

Boston^  Oct.ny\%\Zw 
Horu  Secretary  of  the  ^\ivy. 
SIR— 

I  have  this  morning  paid  into  the  state  bank,  to  the  credit 
trf  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  8.  the  moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all 


T 


m 
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moneys  deposited  in  courtf  in  consequence  of  captures  made  by  our 
public  armed  vessels,  and  condemned  in  this  district  as  good  prize^ 
since  the  .declaration  of  war  against  Great  Bi  itain,  amounting  to 
B  112,668  25;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  my  ac- 
count, with  a  receipt  of  the  cashier  of  the  bank  thereon.  It  is  with 
extreme  regret  that  1  add,  in  consequence  of  the  marshal  having  sup- 
posed your  letter  of  the  30th  March  last,  and  some  of  your  subse- 
^ent  letters,  to  have  referred  to  the  two  per  cent,  duty  only.  I  nevet 
knew,  until  the  12th  ins  t.  the  pleasure  of  the  government  relative  to 
the  application  of  the  proceeds  and  the  money  has  rem^aincM  in  the 
state  bank,  in  the  name  of  the  district  court  for  the  Massachusetts 
district,  ever  since  the  respective  condemnations.  In  future,  unless 
lam  otherwise  ordered,  you  may  be  assured  of  a  most  rigid  com* 
pliance  witli  the  instructions  communicated  to  the  marshal  in  the 
letter  of  the  SOih  March  last.  • 

Very  respectfully, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 
[Signed]  WM.  S.  SHAW. 


B.  No.  5. 

(Copy,) 

Bpstoni  Oct.   1*,  1813. 

On  my  return  from  the  country  a  few  days  sinc^,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  a  week  or  two,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  28th 
September,  and  in  conformity  with  your  instructions.  I  now  forward 
enclosed,  an  abstract  this  day  delivered  to  nr>c  by  the  clerk,  of  the 
several  condemnations  which  have  taken  place  in  the  di^triet,  of 
prizes  in  which  the  United  States-  have  been  interested.  Until  the 
reception  of  your  letter,  it  w^s  altogether  unknown  to  me  that  the 
proceeds  of  these  prizes  had  remained  to  this  time  in  the  hands  of 
our  marshal.  He  has,  I  presume,  ere  this,  explained  to  you  the  mis- 
apprehension to  which  has  been  owing  the  delay  attending  the  pro- 
per disposition  of  this  money. 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respespectfully. 

Your  mo^  ob't.  servant, 

(Signed}  GEO:  BLAKB. 

MbrWrable  IFiUiam  Jones. 


J  (Copy.) 

kscr^tfrom  the  clerics  ajive  of  the  United  Statef*  diatnct  court  far 
r  Massachusetts  diUrict^  ofali  the  condemnations  of  prizes  ofwir^ 
J  in  which  the  United  States  have  been  interested,^  smoe  the  dedara" 
I    tioH  of  war  with  Great  Britain. 

f  moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  brig  Hazard^  cap- 
j      tured  by  the  ship  Wasp     -  .  .  -         1,658  25 

1  moietji  of  ihe  nett  proceeds  of  the  brig  King  George, 
f       and  cargo^  captured  by  the  frigate  Essex  •         6fi%7  30 

IL  moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  brig  Recovery, 
f       and  cargo,  captured  by  the  brig  Argus       •  •         ±fi77  70 

J  A  moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the 
]  schooner  Ellen,  (already  condemned)  captured  by 

the  ship  Hornef  ....        19,769  08 

,.    A  nett  moiety  of  specie  captured  by  commodore  Bod- 
i  gers,  from  the  brig  Swallow        .  •  •        70,391  55 

I     A  moiety  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  |the  bullion,  taken 

from  the  brig  Swallow  ...        113,344  37 

£112,668  25 


t 


Stated  by 

(Signed)        WILLIAM  S.  SHAW,  Oerh. 


^ 


B.  No.  6.  r 

(Copy.)  / 

Savannah,  14fA  June,  181%»  r 

SIR,  *         / 

By  order  of  Judge  Stephens,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosrng  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  condemnation  of  the  money  captured  on 
board  the  Epervier,  by  the  vessel  of  war  Peacock:  this  reference 
arises  from  the  claim  of  the  marshal  for  commissions  on  the  ni'oney 
arrested  on  the  admiralty  proceedings-— the  marshal  states*  that  his 
charge  of  one  and  one  quarter  per  cent*  en  money  is  allowed  in  every      f 
state,  and  that  the  amount  does  not  alter  the  principle;  this  question     | 
ought  to  be  decided  by  the  judge.     But  he  has  referred  it  tq  you  to     ^ 
ascertain  your  opinion,  or  perhaps  to  obtain  that  of  the  attorney  gen«    |' 
tral.     The  money  vsb%  delivered  to  the  marshal,  under  the  warrant  of  J 
arrest«  l^nd  is  now  in  his  custody,  and  on  his  responsibility;  the  charge 
jer  the  act  of  28th  February,  1799,  tor  sales  of  veasebor 


/ 
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oAtr  property,  and  for  receiving  and  paying  the  money  (or  anv  9vm 
under  five  hundred  dollarsy  two  and  one  half  per  cent.;  for  any  la*  ger 
sum,  one  and  one  half  per  cent,  upon  the  exceis. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

LSigned]  CHABLES  HARRIS, 

District  Jin* ff.  Oeo» 

9FilHam  Janes  esq. 

Secretary  of  the  JVbvi/. 


(Copy.) 

IN  THE  ADMIRALXr. 

United,  Sutes'  vessel  of  war,  Peacock,! 

vs.  V  lible  aa  prize. 

11  f, 903  dollars  captured  in  the  Epervier.J 

The  United  States  vessel  of  war  Peacock,  commanded  by 
Iiewis  Warrington,  esq.  in  the  late  capture  of  his  Britanic  Majesty^a 
sloop  of  war  the  Epervier,  brought  into  this  port,  captured  ako,  in 
dollars,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred 
.  and  three  dollars,  which  has  been  libelled  by  the  district  attorney* 
The  usual  monition  has  been  published,  and  proclamation  made,  and 
the  defaults  duly  recorded.  No  claimant  appearing,  it  is  ordered^  ad* 
judged,  and  decreed,  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  three  dollars  be  considered  aa  priae  of 
war,  to  the  captors,  to  be  distributed  as  the  law  direcu,  on  captures 
made  by  the  public  arined  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes,  after  payment 
ef  cosu  and  charges. 

[Signed]  W.  STEPHENS, 

District  Judge^  Georgia* 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  be  sen\  to  the  Secre* 
lary  of  the  Navy,  as  also  a  copy  of  the  demand  of  the  marshal  for  hia 
commiastona,  and  that  the  same  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Attorney  for 
the  district, 

[Signed]  W.  STEPHENS. 

10th  June^  18U. 

Georgia  District^  Clerk*s  Mice. 

1  certifiy  that  the  anove  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  orig- 
inal decree  in  the  admiralty  court  of  said  district.    In 
LSbal*]      witness  whereol'  I  hav<s  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the 
seal  of  said  court,  this  iithi  June,  1814. 

[Signed]  S.  MOEDECAI, 

Deputy  Clerk. 
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"      B.  No  7. 
(Copy.) 

United  8tateBi  District  of  Georgia. 

Lewis  Warrington^  Esq.  comtnauder  of  the^ 

U.  S.  aloop  of  war,  Peacock,  /   In  tKe  Admiralty. 

vs.  > 

117,903  dollars  taken  from  on    board    the!   Libel  as  prize. 
♦        British  sloop  of  war  Epervicr,  -^ 

4mount  arrested 117,903  09 

Charges. 
Taxes,  costs  of  court        •  •         •  93,91 

Commission  •  •  .  1,473  78 


1,567  69 


Distribution. 

One  tnoiety  to  the  captors,         -         -  58,167  70 

One  moiety  to  the  U.  States,  paid  J. 

Marshall,  cashier  Planter's  Bank, 

to  the   credit    of  the  Treasurer 

U.  8.  .  -  -  58,167  70 


Bal.       116,335  40 


gl  16,335  40 


JUarshaPs  Office^ 

Savannah  J 1  Bth  June^  1 8 1 4, 

[Signed]  JNO.  EPPINGER. 


Marshal. 


(Copy.) 
U^Jted  States^  District  of  Georgia. 


Ijewis  Warrington,  Esq.  commander  of  thcN 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock.  i    In  the  Admiralty. 

vs.  > 

117,903  dollars,  taken  from    on    board    the  I     Libel  as  prize. 

British  sloop  of  war,  Epervier.  / 

Amount  arrested  -  -  •  -  S117|903  09 

Charges. 
Iheixed  costs  of  court  ...  93  91 

Marshal's  commission        ...  1,473  78 

■  1,567  09 


Bal.     116,335  40 
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SS 


D^ribution. 
One  moiety  to  the  captors 
One  moiety  to  the  U.  States. 


58,167  70 
58,167  70 


MarihaPi  Office^  Savannah, 
June  13,1814. 


[Signed.] 


8it6,335  40 


JNO.  EPPINGER 

Marshal. 


B.  No  8. 

(Copy.) 

Mar$har$  Office^  MissachusettSt 
Boston,  October  27,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  am  honored  by  your  letter  of  Uie  2l8t  instant.  I  have  for* 
warded  an  attested  capiy  of  the  same  to  the  district  clerk,  with  a  desire 
the  documents  may  be  transmitted  to  you  with  the  least  possible  de» 
lay.  All  the  accounts  which  existed  in  this  ofBce  are  in  his  posse 9- 
sion,  and  I  doubt  not,  an  account,  certified  by  the  judge  for  this  dia« 
trict,  will  be  sent  you  directly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
[Signed.]  J.  PRINCE,  Marshal. 

The  Secretary  of  the  ^avy, 

IFashiiigion. 


B.  No.  9. 

(Copy.) 

^numeration  of  captures,  ^c.  made  by  the  United  States^  naval  tercet 
on  the  JVew  Orleans  statian^  during  the  late  war,  and  libeued  in 
tlie  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Louisiana  district. 


582.  John  Shaw,  commander 
of  the  squadron  of  na- 
val force  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  New  Or- 
leans station, 
vs. 

The  ship  Argoand  cargo. 


Captured  in  the  bay  of  Mobile, 
and  libelled  21st  May,  181 5^  as  ene- 
my's property,  or  as  the  property  of 
>cttizens  of  the  United  Sutes,  trad- 
ing with  the  enemy.  Libel  dismi^* 
sed,  and  property  restored  to  the 
claimant,  William  Thompson,  a  cit- 
ipen  of  the  Unttedfitates. 
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ii67.    I.  D.  Ferris,  cominand-"1      Seized  fof  violftliifigtheeinlMurgD 

ing  U.  S.  brig  iEioa,     j-law.     luformfttion    filed   3d  Aprils 

xs.  ^1814.     Adjudged  forfeited  to  ibe  B* 

The  schoooner  Dolores  and      j  bellanu  Proceeds  to  be  distribmed 

J  according  to  law* 

Taken  at  Barrataria,  and  libelled 
17th  October,  1814:  1st,  aspri^e, 
being  enemy's  property,  or  the  praif 
perty  of  citizens  of  theJQ.  States^ 
trading  and  corresponding  with  the 
enemy.  2d,  as  atrdict.  3d,  for 
salvaf:e,  as  the  property  of  some 
.person  or  persons  unknown,  rescued 
^outof  the  hands  of  pirates.  Libel 
as  to  the  merchandise  dismissed, 
and  the  information  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  revenue  laws,  sus- 
tained. The  vessek  delivered  up 
to  the  original  owners,  upon  terms 
of  salvage  agreed^  upon  between 
them  and  the  libellants. 


cargo. 

754.  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and 
George  T.  Ross,  and 
others, 

w. 

1.  The  schooner  Petit  Milan. 

9*  Dorada. 

5.  Harlequin. 

4.  Surprize. 

5.  Comet, 

6.  Fly. 

7.  Wasp. 

6.  and  a  felucca,  and  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise. 


The  same,  1      Libelled  on  the  same  grounds  as 

vs.  V  in  the  preceding  case.     Cause  still 

The  sshooner  General  BoUivar. J  pending. 


Thomas  Shields  and  others, 
The  cargo  of  the  Don  Herm- 


Captured  in  the  bay  of  St.  Louis, 
and  libelled  October  25th,  1814,  as 
>the  property  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  trading  with  the  ene» 
my*  Tliatpartof  the  cargo  claimed  by  Basil  Green,  Thomas  Bas« 
•ett,  and  Stephen  Minor,  adjudged  forfeited  to  the  libellants  as  prize; 
the  proceeds  to  be  distributed  according  to  law.  An  appeal  taken  to 
the  supreme  court  for  the  portion  claimed  by  Basil  Green. 

[Signed.]  .     R.  CLAIBORNE,  CkrJ^. 


B.  No.  10. 


sntt 


MarshaPs  Office^  Georgiop 
Savannah^  Bth  June,  1815. 


I  forward  herewith,  statements  of  the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  farisr 
Oacmr,  achooner  Carishtm  and  caifo,  brig  Porgey  and  cait;o,  and 


w 


37 


•ehooner  AKmocp  and  cn^,  captured  bjr  the  gun  boats,  under  the 
command  o(  com.  Hdgh  6.  CampbelU  and  condemned  aa  prise  u> 
the  captors;  idso  reeeipis  from  the  president  of  the  Planters  Bank^ 
for  the  respective  moietiea  to  the  United  States,  in  these  cases  enter* 
ed'tothecreditof  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  agreeably  Co 
the  act  of  Congress,  of  March  26,  1 804« 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

^  Very  respectfully. 

Tour  most  ob't  servaot* 

JNO.  EPPINGEB, 

Bonarable  B.  W.  Crawninshield, 

Secretary  of  the  Mrvy,  Wtuhington. 


B.  No.ll. 

(Copy.) 

MarshaPs  Office^  Oeorgta^ 
Savannahy  20th  June^  1815. 
SIR, 

Tour  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  duly  received.  I  en* 
close  a  certified  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  district  judge  of  Georgia, 
allowing  a  comoiission  of  two  per  centum  to  the  agents  of  the  captors 
and  clahnant,  and  the  marshal  respectively,  on  the  amount  sales  of 
the  cargo  of  t)ie  Hazard*  lliis  case,  as  stated  to  me,  by  Charles 
Harris,  esq.  late  district  attorney,  was  as  follows:  '^that  application 
was  made  by  the  claimants  to  have  agents  appointed  to  assort  the 
cargo,  and  superintend  the  sale,  so  as  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ar- 
ticles, and  obtain  a  fall  price  for  the  various  goods  which  that  cargo 
contained;  the  claimants  contending  that  the  prize  being  at  St.  Ma- 
ry's, a  place  of  small  trade,  and  where  there  was  no  capital,  that  un« 
less  the  sale  was  made  on  a  credit,  and  under  the  care  of  persons  of 
experience  and  integrity,  the  cargo  would  lose  in  the  sale,  at  least 
25  per  cent.*'  After  full  argument  before  the  judge,  in  which  the  dis- 
trict attorney  contended  against  the  additional  agent,  the  court  de« 
cided  that  the  application  was  correct,  that  the  benefit  resulting 
from  the  appointment  of  agents  was  superior  to  the  expense,  and  nutt 
more  than  the  troisble  attendant  od  the  busineaS|  and  allowed  the  das* 
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maots  to  name  an  agentt  the  captors  one;  and  the  court  appoiated  me* 
The  allowance  was  made  by  the  courts  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  The 
Tate  district  attorney  did  not  and  could  not  appeal,  as  the  ordet'  was 
an  interlocutory  one,  and  on  inquiry  of  merdiants,  he  was  then«  and 
yet  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  United  States  received  considerable  ad* 
vantage  from  the  sale  on  credit,  and  the  assortment  of  the  cargo,  as 
made  by  the  commissioners;  and  h^  verily  believes  and  knows  that 
affidavits  to  that  effect  can  be  furnished  by  persons  of  the  first  integ* 
rlty  in  the  country,  and  that  this  mode  of  sale  enhanced  khe  value  of' 
the  cargo,  from  10  to  15  per  cent.  He  was  therefore  satisfied  with  the 
order  of  court,  though  he  took  no  part  in  consenting  or  agreeing  to  tl>e 
arrangement  which  was  forced  upon  the  court  by  the  claimant,  with 
great  Zealand  earnestness;  and  as  to  the  honor,  activity,  and  disin- 
terestedness.  of  the  late  district  attorney,  in  his  official  capacity,  anct 
his  exertions  for  the  United  States  in  cases  of  prizes,  and  all  cases 
of  seizure,  for  a  small  remuneration,  compared  to  the  trouble,  res- 
ponsibility, and  sums  at  stake,  he  appeals  to  the  judges,  the  bar,  the 
officers  of  court,  and  the  public  at  large. 

If,  notwithstanding  the  decree  of  the  district  judge,  and  the 
above  statement  of  the  late  district  attorney,  the  government  think 
ptoper  to  disallow  the  agents  their  commissions,  I  have  to  state  that 
they  have  informed  me,  that  it  is  their  determination  not  to  refund. 
Should  it  be  intended  to  institute  suits  to  enforce  payment,  such  suits 
ought  to  be  brought  against  the  individuals,  and  not  against  the  mar* 
shaU  who,  as  an  officer  of  the  court,  was  bound  to  pay  them.  As  re* 
gards  my  commission,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  act  of  the  18th 
of  April,  1814,  has  reference  only  to  the  commission  allowed  to  the 
clerks  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot  in  my  view  of  the  subject, 
even  by  the  most  forced  construction,  embrace  the  marshal.  Besides 
the  apt  was  passed  more  than*a  month  after  the  sale  of-  the  Hazard's 
cargo  took  place. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  judge's  order,  in 
the  case  of  the  schooner  Isabella,  and  cargo,  authorizing  the  payment- 
of  i  250  for  costs,  which  I  presume  will  satisfactorily  explain  this 
charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  ♦ 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed.)  JNO.  EPPINGER» 

Marshal' 

Honorable  B.  W.  Crawjunshield^ 

Secretary  of  the  jyiavy^  Washington. 
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B.  No.  1«. 
(Copy.) 

Boston,  June  ^,  1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  teceipt  of  your  letter  of 
16th  inst»  requesting  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  proceeds  still 
remaining  in  the  courts  of  this  district^  arising  from  the  sales  of  pro- 
perty captured  by  vessels  of  the  U.  States,  and  condemned  during 
the  late  war.  Having  hef^toforey  in  pursuance  of  the  former  instruc- 
tions  from  your  department  repeatedly  urged  upon  the  marshal,  and 
especially  the  district  clerk,  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  and  final 
adjustment  of  accounts  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  I  had  presumed,  until 
the  reception  of  your  present  communication,  that  this  had  long  since 
been  accomplished,  ai^d  the  proper  statements  and  vouchers  transmit- 
ted to  you.  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  again  conferred 
with  the  above  mentioned  officers  on  the  subject,  and  ( trust  it  will  now 
be  attended  to  immediately.  I  pray  you  at  any  rate,  to  be  assured. 
Sir,  that  whatever  delay  may  have  attended,  or  may  siilt  attend  the 
contemplated  adjustmeht,  can  be  attributable,  in  no  degree,  to  any  re- 
missness on  my  part.  'Vht  fact  is,  that  with  regard  to  those  cases  of 
prize,  wherein  the  United  States  have  been  interested,  I  have  con- 
sidered myself  as  having  officially,  no  other  agency,  than  merely  to 
file  the  libel,  and  pursue  the  same  to  condemnation;  leaving  the  mar- 
shal to  collect,  and  the  clerk  under  the  orders  of  court,  to  account, 
with  your  department  for  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  belonging  by 
law  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund.  Considering  the  great  importance 
of  this  valuable  institution,  I  should  not  have  suppossed  that  the  pro- 
per accounting  officers,  would  on  any  occasion,  have  been  wanting  in 
SI  prompt  and  critical  attention  to  it. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]   "  GEO.    BLAKE. 

E^n.  Benj.  JV.  Crowninshkld* 


B.  No.  13. 

'wVarj/  Tension  prize  moneys^ 

It  appears  that  the  following  sums  have 
been  paid  into  different  Banks,  to  the 
credit  of   the  Treasurer  of  tht   V. 

States,  vi«. 
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Theron  Kudd,  clerk,  dfstrict  court  New 
York  paid  into  the  City  Bank,  New 
York,  December  26th,  1815.         -        -         -  46,613  80 

Jno*  M'Cauley  paid  into  the  Farmer's  and 
Mechanic's  Bank,Philadelphia,  March 
4th,  1816.  -  •  -  ^  1,704  48 

William  Davies,  United  States,  district 
auomey,  Georgia,  paid  Planter's 
Bank,  Savannah,  May  22d,  1816     -         1,422  25 

Same,  June  20  .        .^        .        •        15,062  21 

■  16,484  46 

Theron  Rudd,  clerk,  district  court  New 
York,  paid  City  Bank,  New  York,  De- 
cember 12th,  1816,  said  to  be  themoi* 
ety  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Atlantic, 
alias  Bssex  Junr.  ^  -        «        •        •        *    ••         7,482  86 

William  Davies,  district  attorney,  Geor- 
gia, paidPianter's  Bank,  January  2l8t, 
1817         .        - 14,000  00 

Theron  Budd,  clerk,  district  court.  New 
York,  paid  City  Bank,  New  York, 
February  6th,  1817,  said  to  be  pro* 
ceeds  of  Susannah  and  cargo        •        •  •  22,757  46 

William  Davies,  district  attorney,  Geor- 
gia, paid  I^nter's  Bank,  Savannah, 
June  13th,  1817,  said  to  be  proceeds 
of  Carl  Custoff.and  cargo         •        •        •        •  3,973. 23 

Also  the  following  sums  imihediately  paid 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy  Tension  Fund,  not  carried  into 
the  books  of  the  IVeasury,  viz. 

2d  May  1817— By  Bank  United  States  25,003  40 

12         -  By  David  Caldwell         •         5,984  90 

Do,         -.  -  29,799  26 


— 60,787  56 

2173,963  821 

For  the  above  amount,  no  ac^otints  have  been  received  at  this 
office  (by  which  an  examination  or  entry  can  be  madr)  in  conformity 
to  the  2d  and  6th  sections  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  passed  16th  April, 
1816. 


4/A  Auditor^s  Office^  March  SO,  I8i«, 

It  has  been  ascertained  at  the  Treasury'  that  prize  moneys  to  the 
amount  of  S78,307  47  \)as  been  paid  at  different  Banks,  to  the  credit 
of  the  jl>easurer  of  the  United  States;  not  yet  covered  by  a  Trea* 
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sury  warrant  or  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund* 
The  expediency  of  vesting  the  above  in  Stock  of  the  United  States, 
is  submitted  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B.  No.  14.  ^ 

(Copy.) 

NAVY  PENSION. 

A  list  of  all  the  prize  cases,  for  which  accounts  have  been  receiv- 
ed at  this  office,  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
April  1816. 

An  account  of  the  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Schr.  Alligator, 
Sloop  Catholina, 
A  Launch,  fcc. 
Schr.  Nonsuch, 

Condemed  by  the  District  Court  of  South  Carolina,  and  paid 
over  by  Thomas  Parker,  district  attorney,  amounting  to  1,731  19. 
An  amount  of  the  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 

Brig  Liverpool, 

Schr.  Favorite  and  cargo, 

Nysfed  and  cargo, 
Brig  Julia,  and  cargo. 
Fart  of  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Ellen,  being  the  last  part,  that 
bad  been  reserved  for  further  proof,  paid  over  by  Wm.  8.  Shaw, 
clerk,  district  court  Massachusetu,  amounting  to  Bil«878  30  cents. 
A  receipt  for  81,704  48  cents  paid  into  the  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  atJ'hiladelphia^  4th  March,  1816,  by  John  M'Cauly, 
but  no  account  rendered  • 

Trcoiury  Depattmint^ 

^h  Audiiors  office,  Jlpril  2, 1818. 

[Signed]  GEO.   M'DANIEL, 

Cli.  M*.  P.  Jiccounts, 
6 
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B.  No.  15. 


(Copy.) 

JSTew  Orleans,  Oct.  ±7th^  ISlff: 


SIB, 


Having  judged  it  necessary,  to  respond  on  the  12th  instant  ta 
such  inquiries  only  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
oi  the  8th  of  April,  I8I89  in  relation  to  the  ^^state  and  condition  of  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,"  as  had  local  information  for  their  object,  I 
now  beg  leave,  in  reiterating  the  same,  to  advert  to  the  9th  and  10th 
Sections  of  the  33d  Act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1800;  the  48th  Act  of 
the  2Gth  of  March,  1804;  and  the  56th  Act  of  the  16th  of  April^  1816, 
in  answer  to  the  first  parts  of  the  said  resolution. 

On  the  succeeding  heads,  enumerated  in  the  same  inquiry,  the 
information  that  can  be  furnished  from  this  quarter,  is  negative;  as 
the  captures  made  in  the  Louisiana  District,  since  June,  1812,  have 
^ot  been  prizes  from  which  money  accrued  to  the  Navy  Pension 
Fund  of  the  United  States,  but  seizures  for  a  violation  of  the  em- 
bargo, revenue  and  slave  laws,  for  a  breach  of  the  3d  and  4th  Sec- 
tions of  the  50th  Act  of  the  5th  of  Juncy  1794,  and  for  illicit  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  enemy,  as  also  recaptures  from  pirates^ 
redeemed  by  the  rightful  owners,  on  paying  salvage  to  the  captors^ 
by  ezjudicial,  and  mutual  agreement.* 

I  am  therefore  authorized  to  say,  from  the  legal  sources,  that 
no  sums  have  been  forwarded  by  '*the  District  court  of  this  State;*' 
that  there  is  no'«particular  case"  to  cite,  nor  any  "returns"  to  refer  to; 
neither  is  the  District  Attorney  aware,  that  there  are  any  "persons  m 
default  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  in  regard  to  the  said  fund;'* 
and  of  ct/nsequence,  no  "proceedings  have  been  had  to  enforce  the 
performance  of  such  duties/' 

YTith  a  sincere  hope  that  the  wishes  of  the  Department  may  have 
been  complied  with,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  pro« 
(bund  respect. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient  servapt, 

LEWIS  HEERMAN. 
Hath  B.  n\  CrowninshieU, 

Secretary  of  the  JVbry,  Washington. 


i 
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B.  No  16. 
(Copy.)        ^ 

JBqsten^  17th  March^  1814. 

SIR, 

1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  my  account  of  the  pro* 
cceds  of  the  Brigt.  Atlantic,  4Qd  cargo,  captured  by  the  United  Statea 
Frigate,  Congress;  and  am, ' 

With  respect, 

Youtfiifirery  humble  servant, 

WM.  S.  SHAW. 
fbn.  Secretary  of  the  J^Pdvy. 
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C.  No,  !• 

(Copy.) 

^ewTorifflUt  September^  tSiS. 
SIB, 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  find  that  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  is  absent  from  the  city,  and  will  not  return  in  two  or  three 
weeks.    This  circumstance  will  retard  the  payment  of  the  money  in 
court  belonging  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

NATHAN  SANFOBD. 
TTic  Eonorabk  Witliam  Jones^ 
#       Secretary  ofth^  JVlMDy. 


C.  No.  2. 

(Copy.) 

JV>w  Torkf  Sept.  20, 181  $4 
SIB, 

I  duly  received  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  of  the  SOth  of  March  last,  and  I  immedi- 
ately had  a  conference  with  the  late  marshal,  who  was  then  in  office, 
upon  the  subject  of  that  letter.  He  assured  me  that  he  would  take 
upon  himself  the  execution  of  the  resolutioQ  of  the  Commissioners. 
Relying  upon  his  assurance,  I  gave  no  furdier  attention  to  thlerrsub* 
jcct. 

I  havethis  d|^,  had  the  hooor  to  receivje  vour  letter^  of  the  i6th 
iost.  and  Inoir  learn  with  surprise,  that  oo»ktiig^haait>tea  done  by 
the  marshal. 
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» 

I  Will  tkke  carCy  that  the  dii:ection  of  the  Commissioners  shall 
be  executed  without  delay,  in  respect  to  all  moneys  now  in  court,  in 
this  district,  belonging  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 

liPith  respect,  &c. 

[Signed]  ]!^ATHANSANFORD^ 

The  hmorabk  William  Jones. 


C.  No.  3. 

(Copy.) 

^ew  Fori,  dctober  12, 1813. 
SIR, 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  New  Turk,  I  have  deposited  in  the  Manhattan  Bank, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-siz^ 
dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States;  for  which  I  enclose  you  the  chashier^s  receipt,  toge- 
ther with  an  abstract  from  the  minutes  of  court,  showing  on  what  ac- 
count the  money  had  been  paid  into  court. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
{Signed]  PHILIP  SPENCER. 

Hon,  WilUam  Jones 


C.  No.  4. 
(Copy.) 

Jfew  Fori  J  Nov.  20, 1815. 
Bon.  B.  W.  CrowninslueUf 

SIR 

On  the  16th  June,  1814,  I  received  from  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United,  States  for  this  district,  S  22,78S  74,  for 


one  half  of  captures  made  by  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario— and 
on  the  15th  November^  1814, 1  received  i  1,764  74. 

The  same  sums*  belonging  to  the  United  States,  I  presume  re» 
main  in  court,  subject  to  their  order. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  captures  on  Lake  Ontario,  thao 
those  for  which  I  have  received  the  share  of  the  officers  and  crews» 

I  am.  Sir,  with  respect,  &c» 

[Signed]  JAllfes  HEARD. 

222,783  74 
1,764  74 


i  24,548  48 


C.  No.  5. 
(Copy.) 

Marshah  Office^  JWw  Forij  Dec.  2Utj  1815. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  for  your  information,  a  state* 
ment  of  causes  of  all  prizes  captured  by  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  declaration  o{  the  late  war. 

By  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund^  the  marshal  is  re- 
ferred to  a  circular  letter,  Sec.  dated  SOth  March,  1813.  The  marshal 
never  received  a  circular  letter  of  that  date,  or  statements  of  libels, 
&c.  would  have  been  furnished.  The  executions  and  amount  of  sales 
in  each  cause  have  long  since  been  returned  and  filed  in  the  district 
court,  and  the  gross  proceeds  paid  into  court. 

•  I  am,  respectfully, 

Tours,  &c. 

[Signed]  JAMES  DILL, 

For  the  Marshal. 
The  hon.  B.  W.  CrowninshieU^ 

Secretart/j  &?c-.  ^c 


«s 
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A  list  of  prise  casstt  of  captmiBd  propetttr  by  ^ift  mvy  6f  the  United 
States,  in  wbich  sales  were  mode  by  F^ter  Curtenttis,  kite  mar* 
ihal^  wdJoim  Smidi»  present  manhal,  and  the  gross  proceeds 
paid  into  the  district  court  by  the  said  marshals,  and  die  sama  by 
tbea  paid  siaoe  tiie  commencement  of  the  late  war. 


District  Court  ^  iJcwYork 

r 

Amount  paid  over 
u    the   moiety 

Fond. 

The  U.  S.  squadron,  Lake  Ontario,  &c/ 

vs. 
Schooner  Lord  Nelson. 

.        g  2,999*6 

The  same, 
vs. 
h  boxes  of  glass  ware. 

1,973  10 

The  same, 
vs. 
Brig  Caledonia.                  « 

J           8,700 

The  same, 
vs. 
4  long  twelve  pounders. 

1,000 

The  same, 
vs. 
Cargo  brig  Caledonia* 

8,84S  11 

The  frigate  Essex,  &c.  &c.          *] 
vs. 
Sloop  of  war  Alert.                J 

13,415  66 

6,437  SI 

The  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 

vs. 

Certain  trunks  of  merchandise. 

15,5S6  89 

5,255  38 

The  squadron  of  Lake  Ontario,       ] 

vs. 
2  kegs  of  carbine  cartridges,  Qcc.      J 

3,tM  9t 

1,567*  «r 

The  same, 
vs. 
3  bales  doathing,  &c. 

i,328  9B 

•586  04 

*  In  tlie  order  of  court  directing  thepftyment  of  tho  moiety,  tranimitted  in  the  let- 
ter of  Mr  Kudd,  of  Dm:.  26, 1S15,  the  half  pc^cecds  of  the  thice  Ulei  of  dosthmg,  &c 
is  stated  at  £5^06  04. 


fe] 


DmtrktCourtqfNem  York, 

The  squadron  of  Lake  OntariOy 

1 6  xanooD  of  different  calibre,  &c. 

The  same, 

vs. 
Brig  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

llie  same, 
vs. 
Schooner  Lady  Murray. 

The  same, 

vs. 

Sloop  Elizabeth. 

The  same, 
vs. 
Schooner  Mary. 

The  same, 

VSm 

Schooner  Lady  Gore. 

The  same, 

vs* 

Schooner  Confiance. 

The  same, 

Sloop  Mary  Ann. 

The  same, 

vs. 

120  bar reb  of  flour. 

The  same, 

vs. 

Sloop  Drummond. 

The  sam^ 

ys4 

Schooner  Hamilton. 

The  rioop  of  war  Hornet, 

vs. 
Ship  WiUiam. 

The  same, 

vs. 

24  bags  containing  gold  Sc  liilver  coin 

7 


Gross  pro* 
ceecU. 


*9 

Amomi^Mud  over 
as  the  tnoiety 
accruing  to  tin 
Ma^  rennon 
Fund. 


2«^«0ii  5»  jld,979  13 

2,500  1,073  OS 

1,500  463  80 

3,525  1,637061 

2,512  i,u3  ai 

2,500 

4,825  84  d,172  72 

1,600 

1,709  87  770  €9 

600 

4,925  84  2,220  7M 


6,W0 


147  41 


19,430  M        «,41S  17 


I 
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Dutrict  Court  of  New  York. 


The  firigtte  President. 

22  poncheons  of  runi)  &c. 
The  same, 

14  puncheons  merchandise* 

The  gunboats, 

vs. 

Schooner  Fame  and  cargo. 

The  Essex, 
vs. 
Ship  Atlantic,  alias  Essex  Junior. 

The  frigate  Constitution, 

vs. 
Ship  Susannah  and  cargo. 

The  same> 
8  casks  glassware,  &c. 


Gross  inroctffdi. 


Amount  paid  orer 
as    the   moietx 

'*'  accruing  to  th  e 
Navy  Pentmn 
Fund. 


9,4M  or 

8,773  IT 
r,569  ^2 
8,100 
73,193  21 
1.995  68 


Total  gross  amount,        2  24 1 ,843 


3,M7  88 

5,311  64 

3,255  10 

«7,482  83 

22,757  46 


The  above  is  a  statement  of  the'gross  proceeds  paid  into  court; 
the  costs  in  each  cause  after  being  taxed,  has  been  paid  by  the  ckrk> 
out  of  the  gross  proceeds  in  court. 

*  Entire  nett  proceeds. 


C    No.  6. 

(Copy.) 

JVViD  Torkf  December  26, 1815. 

To  thehan.  B.  W.  Cnnvfdnshieldf 

Secretary  rf  the  Mmi^ 

^  SIR— ^Enclosed  herewith  is  an  order  of  court,  directing  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  sum  of  S  46,613^,  being  the  |  neu  proceed  accruing  to 
the  U«  S.  in  the  14  several  causes  therein  enumerated.    AbO|  endoa- 


/ 


ed  are  abstracts  in  each  of  the  said  causes;  and  a  receipt  for  the  said 
a^m  of  money,  signed  by  the  cashier  of  the  City  Bank,  has  been  sent 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  The  ^  nett  proceeds  in  the  case  of  the 
Atlantic,  alias  Essex  Junior,  cannot  at  present  be  paid  over,  as  dis- 
tribution has  not  yet  been  made. 


I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
[Signed] 


THERON  RUDD. 


At  a  stated  district  court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  held 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
Friday  the  22d  day  of  December,  1815, 

Present — ^The  honorable  William  P.  Van  Ness,  esquire.  Judge 
of  said  court* 
Ordered* 

That  in  all  the  following  causes  in  which  money  is  now  in  court 
belonging  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  clerk  shall  pay  such  money 
into  tne  City  Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
'and  shall  transmit  to  the  said  Treasurer,  one  of  the  cashier's  receipts^ 
with  information  of  the  amount  upon  which  the  money  is  paid,  and 
that  the  clerk  shall  also  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  t|v|^  j^^vy,  ?  state* 
mentof  the  money  so  paid  in  every  instance. 

The  United  States  of  America,  &c 

Divers  trunks  of  merchandise,  &c* 

The  same 

vs. 

The  brig  Duke  of  Gloucester,  &c. 

The  same 

V8, 

t^  bags  6f  gold  and  silver  coins. 
The  same 


1  ^  nett  proceeds   accruing 

>  to  the 

J  United  States     £5,255  8C 

1,079  Hi 
8,419  i; 


} 


The  same 


» The  same 


vs. 

120  barrels  of  flour,  )kc. 

The  same 

vs. 

3  )>ales  of  clothing.  Sec. 

The  same 

vs.  * 

2  kegs  carbiae  cartridget,  &c. 
The  same 
vs. 
The  schooner  Lady  cMurry,  &c» 


The 


same 


The  sane 

»The  same 

The  same 


770  6« 


5,306  0^ 


i,56r  5: 


46S  8( 
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The  same 

vs. 
The  schooner  Hamilton. 
The  same 
vs. 
The  schooner  Confiance,  her  tackle,  &c. 
The  same 
vs. 
16  cannon  of  different  calibre,  Scc« 
The  same 
vs. 
14  puncheons  of  merchandise,  &c. 
Hie  same 
•»• 
22  puncheons  of  merchandise. 
The  same 
v$ 
The  schr.  Fane,  alias  Pomeranea,  &. 
The  same 
vs. 
Ship  William,  her  tackle,  &c. 


The  same  2,220  7^ 

The  same  2,172  72 

The  same  13,979  la 

The  same  3,311  M 

The  same  3,447  38 

The  same  3,255  10 


The  same 


147  41 


846,613  80 


JBxtracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  court, 

[Signed]  THERON  RUDD,  Clerk. 


C.  No.  7. 


(Copy.) 


JWw  Fori,  January  20,  1816. 


B^  W.  CrownmshieUt 
Secretary  of  the  Mvy* 


SIR, 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ftlating  to  the  case  of  the  Essex  Ju«- 
nior,  I  presented  the  same  to  the  court,  and  applied  for  an  order  to  pay 
over  the  whole  liKHiey  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  agreeably 
to  the  statement  therein  contained «  The  court  made  the  naemoran- 
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duro,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  with  bstructidns  t6  me 
to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Mavy  De[>ariment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

'    [Signed]  THEHON  RUDD. 

(Copy.) 

*'  It  18  extrmely  irregular  and  improper  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  issue  his  orders  to  the  officers  of  this  court.  He  ought  to 
know  that  they  owe  him  no  obedience;  the  government  or  the  Navy 
Department  can  only  be  known  or  heard  here  through  the  proper  organ 
of  the  government,  the  district  attorney.  The  clerk  obeys  the  orders 
of  the  court,  and  none  other. 

No  money  can  be  paid  by  the  clerk  but  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
of  the  court,  regularly  entered  for  that  purpose — such  an  order  can 
only  be  obtained  on  the  application  of  a  person  properly  authorized 
to  make  it,  and  by  showing  a  legal  right  to  the  funds  required. 

In  the  present  case  the  Essex  Junior  stands  condemned  to  the 
U.  S.  and  the  captors— the  captors,  therefore,  by  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  are  enittled  to  one  half  the  prize,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sale** 
this  court  knows  nothing  ef  private  or  out-door  sales  or  purchases. 
If  regularly  applied  for,  the  one  half  of  the  proceeds  wijl  be  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  the  U.  S.;  the  other  half  to  the  captors.  If  either  par» 
ty  claims  to  have  the  whole,  a  regular  and  vahd  tide  must  be  shown, 
derived  from  the  other  party,  for  that  portion  which  was  adjudged  ta 
him.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  not^vidence  in 
this  court,  of  a  purchase,  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  divest  rights  legaU 
ly  acquired* 

The  order  applied  for  by  the  clerk,  is  of  course  refused." 

A  true  copy  of  the  memorandum  made  by  the  court  on  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  thfe  Navy. 

ned]  THERON  RUDD, 

CUri  of  the  Southern  District  of  JS'Viu  York. 


C.  No.  8. 

A  list  of  prize  causes  o^f  captured  property  by  the  navy  of  the 
Utiited  States,  in  which  sales  were  made  by  Peter  Ciirtenius,  late  mar- 
shal, and  John  Smith,  present  marshal,  aftd  the  gross  proceeds  paid 
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into  the  district  CQutt  by  the  gaid  marshals,  and  the  sums  by  them 
paid  since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 


District  courU  ^cw  York* 

The  U*  8w  squadron,  lake  Ontario,  &c 

vs. 

Schooner  Lord  Nelson. 

The  same, 

vs. 

^  boxes  of  glass  ware. 

The  same, 

vs. 

Brig  Caledonia. 

The  same, 

vs. 

4long  twelve  pounders, 

The  8ame» 

vs. 

Cargo  brig  Caledonia. 

The  frigate  Essex,  &c.  &c. 

vs. 

Sloop  of  war  Alert. 

The  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 

Certain  trunks  of  merchandise. 

The  squadron  of  lake  Ontario, 
♦        vs. 
2  kegs  of  carbine  cartridges,  &c. 

The  same, 

vs. 

3  bales  of  coadng,  tec. 

The  same, 
vs. 
16  cannon  of  different  calibresj 

The  samCf 

V9. 

Brig  Duke  of  Gloucestor. 

The  sarne^ 

vs. 
Schooner  Lady  Murray^ 

The  same, 

vs. 

Sloop  Elixabetiu 


Gross  proceeds    8  2,999  2& 
1,972  10 


} 

.  } 
} 
} 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do* 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do» 


do. 


do. 


do. 


3,700 

1,000 

8,8U  11 
13,415  6« 
15,586  89 

S,dH  92 

1,228  95 
28,804  5S 

2)K)0 

i,50O 

9,526 


m 
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The  same,               '       ^ 

vs.                            I  Gross 

proceeds 

3,512 

Schooner  Mary.                  J 

The  same, 

vs. 

do. 

3,»» 

Schooner  Lady  Gore. 

The  same,                      •> 

L 

do. 

4,825  84 

Schooner  Confiance.              J 

The  same,                      "1 

y 

d«. 

1,€00 

Sloop  Mary  Ann.                 J 

The  same,                      "J 

vs.                              ^ 

do. 

1,709  37 

120  barrels  of  flour.               J 

The  same,                      .'^ 

vs.                              > 

do. 

ecD 

Sloop  Drummond.                J 

The  same,                      "1 

vs.                              > 

do. 

«,925  8ft 

Schooper  Hamilton.                J 

The  sloop  of  war  Hornet,          "\ 

vs.                              > 

do. 

6,200 

Ship  William.                   J 

The  same. 

vs.                              > 

do. 

19,430  94 

H  bags,  contg.  jgold  and  siver  coin.  ^ 

The  frigate  President, 

vs.                              i- 
22  puncheons  of  rum,  fcc. 

do. 

9,490  07 

The  same,                      T 

• 

Y 

do. 

8,773  17 

14  puncheons  of  merchandise.       J 

The  gun  boats,                  "1 

vs.                             i> 

do. 

7,569  69 

Schooner  Fame  and  cargo.         J 

The  Essex,                      "1 

^ 

vs.                              Y 

do. 

s,toe 

Ship  Atlantic,  alias  Essex,  junior.    J 

The  frigate  Gonstitution,          ^ 

■                                          1 

do. 

73,1M  ai 

Ship  SoMoaah  and  cargo.          J 

J 
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} 


The  same, 

vs.  y  Gross  proceeds      1,99^5  68 

S  casks  of  glass  ware. 

ToUl  gross  amount         2  241,843  00 


The  above  is  a  statement  of  the  gross  proceeds  paid  into  coart, 
the  costs  in  each  cause  after  being  taxed,  has  been  paid  by  the  clerk 
out  of  the  gross  proceeds  in  court. 

Half  of  the  within  amount  is  due  Co  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
after  deducting  costs  and  charges,  and  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 


C.  No.  9. 

Copy  of  the  official  returns  of  the  sale  of  a  raft  of  Boards  and  Planks  ^ 

to  wit: 

Gross  amount  of  sales  of  a  raft  of  boardl  and  planks^  S  416  87 

Deduct  therefrom, 

The  marshal  taxed  costs,  S  46  92 

District  attorney     do.        -  17  00 

The  clerk's  do.         -         -  20  66  84  29 


Distribution. 

One  half  to  the  United  States                   166  14 

The  other  half      - 

166  15 

Deduct  commission 

of  my  agent,  Wm. 
G.  Jones,  for  re- 

ceiving and  pay- 
ing the  money,  1 
ptr  cent,  on  the 

whole 

3  S2 

Discount    on     the 

Treasury    Notes 
paid  by  the  asst. 

• 

dep.  qr.  m.  gene* 
ral,  for  the  raft 

S  332  29 


C«3 


67 


which  wail  sold  by 
general  Smith,  the 
marshal  of  New 
.  york     .  - 

13  M 

17  01 

V 

149  14              • 

Ooe  half  to  the  cap* 
tors  or  informers 

One  half  to  the  col- 
lector 

74  57 

74  67 

' 

S 149  14 

•     , 

Fhttsbnrgh^  December  6lA,  1816. 

[Signed] 

PETER  SAILLT, 

CoUecior. 

c.  No.  la 

(Copy.) 
JWw  York  District  Court. 

The  United  States   and  commodore'' 
Macdonough,  and  the  other  officers, 
and  crews  of  the  United  States'  squa- 
dron on  lake  Champlain, 

vs.  .  j 

The  British  ship  Confiance,  and  arma-  | 
ment,  &c.  J 

Caption  fee  on  monition  attaching  ship, 

Mileage  from  New  York  to  Champlain, 
going  to  attach  ship,  332  miles,  at  5 
cents  per  mile,  ... 

Printer  publishing  libel  to  show  cause 
why  ship  should  not  be  condemned  to 
captors,        -  -         .  - 

Marshals  custody  fee,  from  Feb.  2, 
iai5,  to  May  ^,  1815,  is  lit)  days, itf 

««  t^  per  day  -  -  - 

8 


John  Smith,  late  marshal  of 
>    the  district  of  New  York, 
costs,  &c. 


02  OD 
16  60 
10  00 

165  QO 


«8  [6] 

Keeper's  fees  110  days,  at  Ss  per  day        •  •  liO  00 

JB  505  60 

Making  proclamations        «  -  -  ^        *  90 

^  B  504  50 

Taxed  at  three  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fift^  cents* 

JWw  Foriy  December  289  1816. 

[Signed]        W.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


} 


iiti  same, 

Sloop  Chub,  armament,  &c. 

Attaching  sloop  •  •  -  • 

Publishing  Libel  .... 

Mileage,  352  miles  going  to  attach  sloop 
Making  proclamations       -  •  .  • 

Marshal's  custody  fee,  from  February  2d,  1815^  to  May 

24,  1 815,  is  1 10  diys,  at  12ir  per  day 
Keeper's  fees  110  days^  at  8^  per  day  «  « 


10  06 

16  00 
90 

166  00 
110  00 

504  50 


Taxed  at  three  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
^Ttw  Foirif  Decemhet  26j  LBie. 

[Signed]  W.  P.  VAN  NES& 


ment,  &c;        J 


,Thc  same» 
vs. 
Brig  Linnet,  armament, 

Atttfching  brig            •            .            •            .  .  j('3  00 

Printer  publishing  libel    •            •  •            •  •        f 0  60 

Mileage,  552  miles  going  to  IHtidi  bri^             •    ^  -  <6  60 

MsOQhg  prochunatione     .           i.  •           .  •             90 


J 


Marehal's  custody  fee>  from  Feb.  2,1^1 5,  to  IMj^ 

24^  1815,  is  110  days,  at  i2s  per  day      -  -  '•      165  00 

Keeper^s  fee,  110  days,  at  Qs  per  day  -  -  llU  00 

304  50 


Taxed  at  three  hundred  and  four  dollars  fifty  cen^s. 
Jiew  York^  December  28^  1816. 

f [Signed]  W-  P.  VAN  NESS. 


.} 


The  same^ 

Sloop  Finch,  and  armament,  &c. 

Attaching  sloop,  .  -  •  . 

Printer  publishing  libel         -  t 

Mileage,  33^  mills  going  to  attach  sloop 
Making  proclamations  ... 

Marshars  custody  fee,  from  FeU  2, 1^5,  to  May 

24, 1815,  is  1 10  days,  at  128  per  day 
Keeper^s  fees,  110  ^ays,  at  Sa  per  day 


Taxed  at  three  hundred  and  foup  doMars  fifty  cents* 
JWw  Tori^  Deeerr^ber  28,  lpli6. 

[Signed]       w.  P.  VAN  n;e;9s. 


02  00 

10  00 

16  60 

«0 

165  00 

110  00 

S  304i  50 

MarshaPs  Aggregate  Costs, 


The  United  States,  &c.  &c.^ 


vs.  ^  Taxed  costs..  1 304  50 

yfac.J 


British  shipConfianee, 

^j[ie.s«pe, 

vs»  ^  Taxed  costs.'  304  50 

British  ship  Chub. 


i,  fcc.      J 
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The  Bame,  "^ 

t^^.  ^  Taxed  costs.                         S04  60 

British  brig  Linnet,  &c.  J                              * 

The  same,  "I 

v».  Y  Taxed  cosU.                        30if  50 

British  sloop  Finch.  J 

i  1218  00 


^  The  Marshal's  costs  examined  and  allowed  in  flie  above  causes, 
and  certified  at  twelve  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars. 

[Signed]  W.  P.  VAN  NESS. 

JVVtv  Fort,  Dec.  28, 1816. 


C.  No.  11, 


(Copy.) 

In  the  case  of  the  brig  liquet,  her  tackle,  apO 
parel,  furniture  and  armament,  a  prize  to  the  Uni-  I  Commissioner's 
ted  States  squadron  under  the  command  of  com   [  Fees* 

modore  M'Dooough.  J 

For  receiving,  and  c^ei:ing  a  notice  of  capture,  5  00 

For  attending  at  place  where  captured  property  was^  W  00 
For  attending  to  the  safety  of  the  vessel  inspecting 
captured  propert)*,  and  receiving  and  examining 
all  letters,  documents,  and  papers^  relative  to  the 

same,            ...                «            •  50  00 

•  —^..-^ 

75  00 

Deduct  25  00 


850  00 


Taxed,  January  16, 1817,  at  fifty  doUara; 

[SigQed]  W.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


m 


at 


(Copy.) 

In  the  case  of  t^e  ship  Confiance,  her  tackle,"^ 
apparel,  furniture,  and  armament,  a  prize  to  the  f   Commissioner's 
United  States  squadron  under  the  command  of  {  Fees* 

commodore  M'Donough.  J 

For  receiving  and  entering  a  notice  of  captiu'e^  5  00 

For  attending  at  place  where  captured  property  was,  20  00 

For  attending  to  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  inspecting 
captured  property,  and  receiving  and  examining 
all  letters,  documents  and  papers  relative  to  the 
same,  -  -  -  -  -  50  00 

For  drafting  and  copying  the  answers  of  N.  L.  Mont* 
gdmery  and  Joshua  Justinan  to  the  standing  in- 
terrogataries,  fot.  6S^  -        ;    •  -  82  10 

For  making  up  return  and  transmitting  papers  and 
information  to  clerk'soffice, 


« 

5  00 

Deduct 

107  10 
25  00 

S  82  10 

Taxed,  January  16, 1817,  at  eighty*two  dollars  and  ten  cents. 
[SigntdJ  W.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


(Copy,) 

In  the  case  of  the  sloop  Finch,  her  tackle,"" 
apparel,  furniture,  and  armament,  a  prize  to  the  . 
United  States'  squadron,  under  the  command  of  | 
commodore  M'Donough. 

For  receiving  and  entering  a  notice  of  capture. 

For  attending  at  place  where  captured  property  was. 

For  attending  to  the  safety  of  the   vesseU  inspecting 

captured  property,  and  receiving  and  examining 

all  letters,  documents,  and  papers,  relative  to  the 

same,  -  -  -  ■ 


Commissioner's 
Fees. 

5  00 
20  00 


Deduct 


50  00 

75  00 
25  00 

850  00 


^axed,  January  16,  MIT,  at  fifty  dollars. 

[Signed,]  W.  P.  VAN  NESS. 


I 


lo  the  case  of  |be  tloop  Chub,  her  tackle,! 
apparel  furniture*  ^d  armameiit,  a  price  to  tke  ) 
Uoited  States^  8quia4roD,  onder  the  obmiBaiKl  ^  j 
commodore  M^DooQugh.  J 

For  peceiTiDg  and  entering  a  notice  of  capture,  5  00 

For  attending  at  phce  where  cantored  property  waa,  20  OQ 

For  attending  to  fhe  aafet^  of  me  veesel,  intpectiiig 
captured  propeityy  and  receiTing  and  examining 
all  letters,  docdments^  and  papers,  relative  to  the 
nmc,  .  .  -  •  .  j«  00 

Mijiiiin"      ■ 

ff  00 

Deduct  25  00 


fiSO  00 


Taxed,  January  16, 1 8 1 7^  at  fifty  doUart* 

[Signed]  W.  P.  VAN  NESS- 


a  No.  12. 

(Copy.) 

JWtP  YorAj  January  24,  1817. 

SIR, 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  at  length  obtained,  and  now 
enclose  to  you,  the  taxed  bills  of  costs  of  the  omcers  of  the  court,  for 
the  prize  proceedings  against  the  squadron  captured  on  lake  Cham- 
plain.  Upon  the  amount  being  paid,  the  court  will  not,  I  presume, 
deem  any  further  proceedings  necessary,  in  relation  to  diese  veaaela*  * 
The  Judge  has  not  yet  decided  upon  the  question  of  admitt^ 
a  neutral  claim  to  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Susimoa.  He  in- 
formed me  that  sufficient  to  meet  this  claim,  if  aNowed,  must  be  re- 
tained for  the  present  in  court,  and  the  residue  should  be  paid  over 
by  the  clerk,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  But  the  judge  has  re^ 
turned  to  his  residence  in  the  country,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
see  the  clerk  since* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  See*  "^ 

JONA-  FISK» 
HoTU  B.  W.  CroxvninshMJ^ 

SecTftarycffihejy'apgff  WaahingtQn* 


] 


c.  No.  is. 

(Copy.) 

li^'e  United  diates  andcommcxibre  M^Depbag^^^  HA'] 
other  officers  and  crews  of  the  Cnited  Stater  squad- 
ron on  lake  ChatiDptiiiti,  }*         B^ 
\                                     vs. 

British  ship  CottfittHee  and  tif ai«nieht,  &c. 

The  same 
vs. 
BA^  Linhiet  and  arifiaament,  &c« 

The  same 

vs. 
Sloop  Chirle  and  armament,  &c. 

^  The  same 

vs. 

Sloop  IPlnch  and  armamenti  &c. 

8M0 

I  certify  the  costs  and  chargef  of  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  the  four  causes  above,  entitled  at  two  hundred  dollar^ 

Dated,  Jamiary  18, 1817. 

[Signed]  THERONRUDD,Ctf. 

pSignedJ       Ji.  SikNFOBD,  Attorney. 


} 

tS9 

} 

850 

} 

850 

C,,No.  14. 

(Copy.) 

JVViti  Fori,  Feb.  1, 1817.    - 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclo'se  you,  duplicate  of  the  receipt  of. the 
cashier  of  the  City  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  twcrtty  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven  dollars,  fifty  six  centSi,  paid 
into  the  said  bank  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  ccurt  of  the  United 
Sutes,  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stales.    The  nhip  SuAnnah  and  cargo,  prise 


04  £6] 

to  the  United  States  frigate  Gonstitution,  is  the  source  from  whence 
the  above  arose;  an  abstract  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
court  in  the  cause,  is  also  enclosed. 

I  am  directed  by  the  clerk  (who  is  at  present  indisposed)  to  in- 
form you^  that  the  two  per  centum  accruing  to  the  sailors*  fund,  on  the 
nett  proceeds  of  prizes  to  private  armed  vessels,  in  all  causes  deter* 
mined,  where  the  same  was  in  courts  has  been  paid  to  the  collector  of 
the  district  of  the  city  of  Mew  York. 

I  have  tht  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

[Signed]  ROBEBT  FINN. 

Deputy  detkf  8ouihfftin  Dis.  Jf.  T. 
Son*  Benj*  W.  Crawninshiedy 

Secretary  of  the  JVavyy  Wcuhingtom 


C.  No.  15. 

(Copy.) 

JWi»  Fori  District  Court. 

The  United   States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and^ 
crews  composing  the  squadron  on  Lake   Ontario, 
Isaac  Chauncey,  commander, 
vs. 
The  schooner  Hamilton,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur- 
niture. 


Abstract. 


The  above  schooner  was  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Oourio,  on  the  5th 
October,  1815,  and  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  aforesaid.  The  one  half 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  schooner  accruing  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  se- 
venty two  cents;  which  has  been  paid  into  the  City  iBank,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States^ 
according  to  the  law  and  rules  •f  said  court. 

Mw  York^  26fA  Dec.  1815. 

[Signed]  THEBON  RUDD,  Clk. 

S  2,^20  72  « 


[6] 
C.  No,  16. 


«5 


>.  Abstract 


(Copy.) 

MVwTcrk  District  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and  cr^w^ 
of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Ontario,  Isaac  Chauncey, 
commander. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  flour,  one  eighteen 
pounder,  and  five  hundred  shot. 

The  above  articles  were  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  31st 
July,  1813,  and  condemned  as  prise  of  war  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  of  said  squadron.  The  one  half 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  articles  accruing  to  the  United 
States,  is  seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  69  cents.  Paid  by  the 
clerk  into  the  City  Bank^  in  the  city  of  New  Tork^  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  rules  of  said  court. 

JWu;  Fork^  26th  Bee.  1815. 


[Signed] 


THERON  RUDD,  aJL 


8770  69 


C.  No  17. 


Abstract. 


(Copy.)     . 

M'ew  Fori  District  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  Stato^  ship  of  war  Hornet. 
vs. 
The  ship  William,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture 

The  above  vessel  was  recaptured  on  the  30th  December,  1812, 
from  the  prize  crew  belonging  to  the  British  frigate  Java,  and  brought 
into  the  city  of  New  Tork  for  adjudication;  when  salvage  was  de* 
creed  on  the  said  recaptiu^,  the  one  half  amounted  said  salvage  accru- 
ing to  the  United  States,  after  deducting  all  charges,  costs  and  dls-^ 

9 


;^ 


bursemeots  allowed  by  the  csourt,  19  one  hundred  aod  forty-seven 
dollars  forty-one  cents;  which  has  been  paid  by  the  clerk  into  the 
City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Sutes,  according  to  the  rules  of  said  court. 

JWw  Yorkf  December  26^  1815. 


0147  Al 

[Signed]  THERON  RUBD,  Ckri. 


C.  No.  18. 


(Copy.) 


JWw  Fori  District  Court* 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and*^ 
crew  of  the  United  Sutes  ship  Hornet.  f 

vs.  >    Abstract. 

Divers  trunks*  boxes,  packages,  and  parcels  of  goods,  1 
&c.  taken  out  of  the  British  schooner  EUen.      / 

The  above  Roods  and  merchandise  were  captured  by  the  Unit* 
ed  States  ship  of  war  Hornet,  James  Lawrence,  Esq.  commander,  on 
the  30th  December,  1812,  in  the  British  schooner  EUen,  and  brought 
into  the  district  of  New  York  for  adjudication,  where  the  same  were 
finally  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  die  officers  and  crew  aforesaid.  The  one  half  neet  proceeds  ac« 
cruing  to  the  United  States,  is  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifi^- 
five  dollars  thirty*eight  cents,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  clerk  into 
the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Uniu^d  States,  according  to  the  rules  of  said  court. 

JWw  Fork^  26th  December^  1815. 
85,255  38 


[Signed]  THERON  RU©D,  Clerk. 


C.  No.  19. 


67 


Abstract. 


^    (Copy.) 
Jihv  lork  Distriet  Court. 

Tbe  United  Sutcs  of  America^  md  the  oflBcert  andl 

cvew  of  tbe  UDiied|States  frtga|e  Presuknty        ( 

vs.  \ 

Twenty -two  puncheons  rum,  thirteen  trunks  of  mer-  > 
chaodise,  three  boxes  of  merchandise,  one  hun-  >* 
dred  fathoms  of  thrie  inch  rope,  one  seven  inch 
hawser*  and  one  fore  and  aft  mainsail  taken  out 
of  the  British  schooner  Jonathan. 

The  above  goods  and  merchandise  were  captured  bjz  th£  UaiU 
ed  States  frigate  President,  on  the  ist  day  of  February,  1814,  and 
brought  into  the  district  of  New  York  for  adjudication,  where  the 
same  were  finally  eondemned  as  pri^e  to  the  use  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  the  oflicers  and  crew  aforesaid.  The  one  half  nett  pro- 
ceeds accruing  to  the  United  States,  is  thnee  thousand  four  ^hundred 
and  forty«seven  dollars  thirty*eight  cents ,which  has  been  paid  into  the 
City  B^ok  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  (he  rules  of  said  court. 
JVVu;  Fori,  26th  December^  1815. 


%  3,447  38 


[Signed] 


THERON  RUDD,  Ckrk. 


C.  No.  2©i 
(€opy.) 

JV'tw  Tor k  District  Court • 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the^  officers'^ 
and  crew  of  t)M  Vnitcd Scales*  fiiigate  Essek,  David 
Porter,  Esq.  commander, 

vs. 

The  ship  Atlantic,  otherwise  called  the  Essex 
Junior,  her  uckle,  apparel,  and  furniture. 


A'bstract. 
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The  above  vessel  was  captured  by  the  United  States  frigate  Eis- 
sex,  David  Porter,  Esq  commander,  near  the  Oallipago  islands,  in 
the  Pacific  OceaD»  on  the  SOth  day  of  May,  1813,  and  condemned  as 
prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the,  officers  and  crew 
of  the  said  frigate  Essex.  The  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said 
vessel  accruing  to  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  said  officers  and  crew, 
is  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  two  dollars,  eighty  three 
cents,  which  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New 
Tork,to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  rules  of  sidd  court. 

[Signed]  THERON  RUDD, 

Clerk  of  the  8o.  Disi.  JTew  ForJt^ 


S  7,482  83. 


CNo.  21. 

JWw  Tori  District  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and"l 
crew  of  the  United  States  Flotilla,  under  the  I 
command  of  Jacob  Lewis,  Esq.  stationed  at  New  I 
York,  ^  Abstraa* 

'  w. 

The  schooner  Fame,  otherwise  called  the  Pomerania,  I 
her  uckle,  apparel,  and  furniture  and  cargo.       J 

The  above  vessel  was  captured  by  the  squadron  or  flotilla,  ui^der 
the  command  of  commoc^ore  Jacob  Lewis,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  thti  26th  day  oi  April,  1814,  and  condemned  aa  prize  of  war  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  squadron.  The 
one  half  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  schooner  and  cargo  ac« 
cruiog  to  the  United  States,  is  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
five  dollars  ten  cents,  which  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Bank,  in  the 
citv  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Statet; 
according  to  the  rules  of  said  court. 

[Signed]  THERON  RUDD,  Ckrt. 

Jfcw  York.  26IA  December^  1815. 

S  3  255  10   ' 
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CNo.  22. 

(Copy.) 

JWw  Fori  DUtrict  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and^ 
crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  I 

V8.  V  Abstract. 

Twenty  four  bags  of  gold  and  silver  coins  captured  in  | 
the  British  ship  Resolution.  J 

The  above  twenty  four  bags  of  gold  and  silver  coins  were  cap* 
tured  in  the  British  ship  Resolution,  on  the  4th  day  of  February, 
181 S,  by  the  United  States'  ship  Hornet,  James  Lawrence,  Esq.  com- 
mander, and  brought  into  die  district  of  New  York  for  adjudication, 
where  the  same  were  finally  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  officers  and  grew  aforesaid.  The  one  half 
netc  proceeds  accruing  to  the  United  States,  is  eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  which  has  been 
paid  by  the  clerk  into  the  City  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  rules 
of  said  court. 

[Signed]  THERON  RUDD,  Ckrk. 

JWw  York,  26th  December^  1815* 


08,413  17 


C.  No.  23. 
(Copy.) 


At  a  special  district  court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  held 
tor  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
Saturday  the  18th  of  January,  1817. 
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Present — ^The  honorable  William  P.  VanNess,  esq.  judge  of 
said  court. 

300  marquetas  or  cakes  of  tallow,  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  ship  Susanoah,  Gbrdiner  Oreene 
Howiand,  of  the  city  of  New  Tork,  merchant,  on 
behalf  of  Ambrosio  de  Iiezrica,  Tomas  Antonio 
de  Lezrica,  and  Andes  CavaifloO)  of  B^dnoa  Ay  res, 
merchants,  claimant, 

adsnu 
The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Constitution, 
Charles  Stewart,  esq.  commander, 

On  motion  of  George  BrinckerhoflP,  esq.  proctor  for  the  abhve 
nteied  Ambrozi^  de  Letrica^  Tomas  Ajatonio  de  Learica,  and  An- 
drU  Cavatilon.  It  is  ordered  that  the  clerk  examlae  and  report  the 
amount  of  their  claiin^  and  f^ait  he  retatu  the  same  until  tb#  further 
onler  of  this  court. 

And  it  is  furffaer  ordered  by  the  cotu'ty  that  the  clerk  |my  th# 
remainder  of  the  asoney  in  couf  t  in  this  cause,  into  the  City  Bank  in, 
the  city  of  N^w  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaaurc^r  of  tb^  lima^ 

[Signed]  THERON  EUPD,  Clerk. 


] 


The  same 

.     adsnu  y     Clerk^s  report. 

The  same, 

I,  Theron  Budd,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  in  obedience  to  the  aforesaid  rule  or  order  of  court,  I 
have  examined  the  claim  above  mentioned,  and  that  it  appears  from 
the  papers  on  file  in  my  office,  in  the  said  cause,  that  the  three  hun* 
dred  marquetols  of  tallow  therein  mentioned,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
be  ascertained,  and  which  were  sold  under  the  direction  of  the  mar- 
shal of  this  district,  produced  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  fifty-two  cents;  that  the  avarage  of  duties, 
costs  and  charges  thereon^  amounted  to  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  nine  dollars  and  seventy  cents;  and  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
same  amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
one  dollars  and  cighty*two  cents^  all  of  which  is  respectfully  suIh 
mitted. 

[SigMd]  TH£&ON  IMTD9,  CUwk. 

Jf'ewForiy  ±Bth  January^  1817. 


te] 
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District  court  of  the  Uaited  States  of  Americaiifor  the  southern 
district  of  New  York: 

The  United  States  of  America  and  the  oficers*| 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Conatitmio^,    L     j^bgtyaet, 
vs.  j  * 

The  ship  Susannah  and  cargo«  J 

The  ship  Susaansli  and  cargo  vrere  captured  by  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution,  Charles  Stewart,  esq.  comifiander,on  the  IBthday 
of  February,  1815,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  were  condemned  as 
prize  to  the  Untied  States,  and  the  said  officers  and  crew.  The  one 
half  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof  accruing  to  the  United  States^ 
after  deducting  from  such  half  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid  claim^is 
twenty*two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty«seven  dollars  forty^^six 
cents,  paid  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
said  court,  made  in  this  cause,  the  18tb  January,  1817. 


222,757  46 


[Signed]  THERON  RUDD,  Clerk. 


} 


The  same 

vs.  y        Duplicate. 

The  same 


Received,  New  York,  31st  January,  1817,  of  Theron  Ihidd,esq« 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  twenty-two  thousind  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
seven  dollars  forty-six  cents,  being  the  one-half  netc  proceeds  in  the 
above  cause,  paid  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  Yoik;  which 
sum  is  by  the  said  bank  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  triplicate  receipto  are  given. 


222,757  40 


[Signed]  FLEWWELLING, 

Cashier,  C.  B. 


(Copy.) 

At  a  stated  district  court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  held 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  at  the  city  o»  New  York,  on 
Thursday  the  l«th  day  of  December,  1816. 
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Present — The  honorable  William  P»  Van  Ness,  esq.  judge  of 
the  said  district. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  the  United  Sutes'  frigate  Essex, 

vs. 

The  ship  Atlandc,  othenrise  called  the  Eases 
Junior. 

On  motion  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  Stes«— It  is  ordered, 
that  the  moneys  remaining  in  this  court  in  this  cause,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  be  deposited  by  the  clerk  of  this  court,  in  the  Uity 
Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York  forthwith;  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
said  money  be  forthwith  carried  in  account  with  the  said  bank  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  Naval 
Pension  Fund;  and  that  the  clerk  of  this  court  transmit  copies  of  the 
certificate  of  such  deposit,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  within  two  days  after  such  deposit  shall 
be  made  by  him. 


District  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  the  United  Sutes'  frigate  Essex 

V9. 

The  ship  Atlantic,  otherwise  called  the  Es- 
sex Junior. 

Received  New  York,  t2th  December,  1816,  of  Theron  Rudd, 
esq.  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  southern 
district  of  New  York,  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two 
dollars  eigety -three  cents,  being  the  whole  amount  of  nett  proceeds 
in  the  above  cause,  paid  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  .York, 
pursuant  to  a  rule  of  court,  which  sum  is  to  be  carried  by  the  said 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
which  I  have  given  triplicate  receipts. 


g7,482  83 

[Signed]  6.  B.  TROOM,  Coshter. 


C.  No.  24. 


7S 


(Copy.) 
Jflnv  Fork  District  Court 

The  Uoited  Sutes  of  America,  and  die  officers  and"^ 
crews  composing  the  squadron  on  Lake  Ontario^ 
Isaac  Chauncy  commander, 


V9. 


The 


schooner  Lady  Murray,  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture* 


^    AiMtraet 


The  above  vessel  was  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  commodore  Isaac  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  16th 
June,  1813,  and  condemned  as  priee  of  war,  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  said  squadron*  The  one 
half  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  schooner  accruing  to  the 
United  States,  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  sixty  three  dollars 
and  eighty  cents,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  clerk  into  the  City 
Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  rules  of  said  court* 
J>rru>  Fork,  Zdih,  December y  1815. 


2  463  80 


[Signed] 


THERON  RUDD»  Clerk. 


C.  No.  25. 


JVew  Fork  Distict  Court 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and^ 
crews  composing  the  squadron  on  Lake  Ontario, 
Isaac  Chauncey,  commander, 

VJ?. 

The  schooner  Confiance,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture* 


Abstract. 


The  above  vessel  was  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the  com* 
mand  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  5th  Octo* 
ber,  1813»  and  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  aforesaid.  ll>e*one  half  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  tht  sale4  of  the  said  schooner,  accruing  to  the  United 

10 


r 


States^  is  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and 
seventy-two  cents,  which  has  been  paid  into  the  Ci^  Bank  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

JV*ew  Farkf  ft6th  December^  1815. 


2  2,172  72 

[Signed]  THERON  RUDD,  ClerV. 


C.  No.  26. 

(Copy.) 
JS^ew  Fork  District  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and" 
crews  of  the  squadron  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontarioi  I      Abitrttte 

The  brig  Duke  of  Gloucester,  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture.  J 

The  above  brig  or  vessel,  was  captured  by  the  squadron,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  Chauncy,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the, 
27th  April,  181  d,  and  were  condcmtied  as  prixe  of  war,  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  aforesaid.  The  one 
half  ni*tt  proceeds  of  the  aales  of  the  said  vessel,  accruing  to  the  Unit- 
ed Sutes,  is  teifhundred  and  seventy  three  dollars  five  cents:  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  clerk  into  the  City  Bank,  fai  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  rules  of  said  court.  • 

JWw  Fori,  26/A  December,  1815. 


E  Ijors  05 

11— — — — — 

[Signed]  TDERO^f  RUD9,  Ckfi. 


C«3  9t 

C.  No.27. 
(Copy.) 

JVWo  Fori  District  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and^ 
crews  composing  the  squadron  oa  Lake  Ontao 
rio»  Isaac  Chauncey,  commander, 

TS.  y     Abstt^t. 

Three  bales  clothing,  three  hogsheads  clothings 
•  fifty  barrrels  of  Flour,  one  large  box  of  hats, 
and  one  caboose. 

The  above  articles  were  captured  by  the  squadron  under  die 
command  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  18th 
June,  1813,  and  were  condemned  as  prize  of  war,  to  Ae  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  aforesaid.  Th«  ^ne  half 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  articles  accruing  to  the  United 
States,  is  five  hundred  and  thirty  six  dollars  and  four  cents:  which  has 
been  paid  by  the  clerk  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  according  to  the 
rules  of  said  court. 


[Signed] 
AVw  Yorki  9Jblh  December ^  1815. 


THERON  RUDD,  Clerk. 


SS36  04. 


C    No  28. 

(Copy.) 

JWn;  Fork  Diatrkt  Court. 

The  United  States  of  America*  and  the  officers  «»d^ 
crew  composing  the  squadron  on  l4ake  Oiita* 
rio,  Isaac  Chauncey,  commander* 
vi. 

Sixteen  cannon  of  different  calibres,  a  quantity  of 
shells,  a  quanty  of  shott  a  quantity  of  powder, 
two  hundred  casks  of  ni^ils,  two  large  engines, 
a  quantity  of  saws,  a  quaatiiy  of  axesi  a  quan- 
tity of  augurs,  a  quaotiqr  of  files,  a  quantity 
'  of  gimlets,  a  quantity  of  spike  ai»d  oail  rods, 
a  quantity  of  bar  iron,  a  qMaatity  of  fif^ag, 
twenty  achora,  twp  caboof^s,  a  auiioiity  oC 
stoves,  a  quantity  of  flai^ae)  cyanders,  a 
quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,,  md  a  qinniti^ 
ty  of  lead.     - 


Abstract* 


u 


£63 


Tlie  above  artidet  were  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  15th 
June,  1813,  and  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  of  said  squadron.  The  one  half 
net:  proceeds  accruing  to  the  United  States,  is  thirteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  thirteen  cents:  which  has  bt* en 
paid  by  the  clerk  into  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  mica 
cf  said  court. 

[Signed]  THERON  BUDDt  Cferi. 

JWw  Tcrk^  2Gth  Ihcmber^  1815. 


4ld.9r9  15. 


C.  No.  29. 
(Copy.) 

V 

JVW9  Tork  District  Ccurt^ 

He  United  States  of  America  and  the  officers  and" 
crew  of  the  United  Sutes'  frigate  President, 

Fottrteenjnincheons  of  merchandise,  twenty  three 
boxes  of  merchandise,  three  quarter  casks  of 
pert  wine,  thirteen  iars,  of  merchandise,  two 
trunks  of  merchandise,  eight  casks  of  merchan- 
dise^ thirteen  barrels  of  pork,  twelve  tierces  of 
beef,  fifteen  fathoms  of  seven  inch  rope,  one  coil 
of  three  inch  rope,  one  coil  of  spun  yam,  thirty 
fivefathoans  of  five  inch  rope,  fifty  five  fathoms  ^  Abstract, 
of  four  and  an  Isdf  inch  rope,  eleven  rolls  of 
ticklenburg,  two  and  an  half  bolts  of  English 
canvas,  one  rope  maker's  wendh,  three  seines, 
one  jib,  one  topsail,  two  compositfon  pipes,  for* 
tf  mne  pigs  of  block  tin,  two  bundles  of  tarpau- 
hns,  twenty-one  kegs  of  paint,  one  role  of  sheet 
lead,  two  copper  faimpa,  one  jug  of  bright  var- 
nish, one  case  of  fowling  pieces,  and  pistols, 
•ndsisty-feor  bolts  of  British  lioeil;  taken  out 
of  the  Britiah  ahip  Winder^« 


[6] 


77 


The  above  goods  and  merchandise  were  captured  by  the  United 
States'  frigate  President,  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1814>  and 
brought  into  the  port  of  New  York,  for  adjudication,  where  the  same 
were  finally  condemned  as  prise  of  war  to  the  use  of  ^he  United  States, 
and  the  oAicefs  and  crew  aforesaid.  The  one  half  nett  proceeds 
accruing  to  the  United  States,  is  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars  and  sixty  four  cents,  paid  into  the  City  Bank  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
According  to  the  rules  of  said  Court. 

^twFork^  26th  December  181^. 


S  3,311  64 


(Signed) 


THERON  RUDD,  Clerk 


C.  Na  30, 

(Copy.) 
JWu;  lork  District  CourU 


The  United  Suites  of  America,  and  the  officers  and"^ 
crew  of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Onurio,  Isaac 
Chauncey,  commander, 

Two  kegs  carbine  cartridges,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred each,  twenty  kegs  of  musket  cartridges, 
4ve  hundred  each,  one  keg  of  musket  flints,  one 
box  of  twelve  outlce  cartridges,  and  two  barrels 
of  twelve  ounce  cartridges,  forty-eight  each,  one  ^    Abstract. 
box  of  cylinders,  and  forty  •eight  fusees,  six  bar- 
rels of  flour,  fifty-one  tierces  of  peas,  ninety 
nine  barrels  of  pork,  three  boxes  of  strap  shot 
two  boxes  ofcaonister  shot,  two  boxes  of  sphere 
case  shot,  twenty  spades,  one  half  barrel  of  rice, 
thirteen  pick-axes,  one  suit  of  sails,  running  rig- 
ging   complete,  one  anchor  and    cable,    one 
caboose,  one  compass,  a  parcel  of  spare  blocks, 
two  /Bweepa^  one  backet,  an^  one  white  flag. 


78- 
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Tbif  above  articles  were  captured  by  the  squadron  under  the 
cooiinand  of  commodore  Chauncey,  on  lake  Ontario^  on  the  18th 
June,  1813,  and  were  condemned  as  prize  of  war  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crews  aforesaid.^  The  one  half  nett 
proc<ceds  accruing  to  the  United  States,  is  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty, 
seven  dollars  fifty-seven  cents;  which  has  been  paid  by  the  clerk  into 
the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasur- 
er of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  rules  of  said  court. 

JCew  Torki  36f  A  December ^  1815. 


8  1,567  57 


[Signed] 


THERpN  RUDD,  tfkrk. 


C.  No.  31. 

(Copy.) 


District  Court  of  the  United  States  of  America^  Southern  District 

^ewTori. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  officers  and'' 
crew  of  the  United  States  fleet  or  squadron  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Macdonough, 
pn  Lake  Champlain,  ^Clerk*s  costs. 

The  ship  Confiance,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  fumi 
ture,  guns,  arms^  stores  and  ammunition,  tkc. 

Filing  libel  6,  rule  for  monition,  entering,  and  order 

Uiereon       -  --  -  -  •SS066 

Draft  monition,  fo.  12,81  80,  engrossing  and  sealing, 

82  65         .  -  -  •  -  -  4  46 

Rule  for  return,  30,  filinf^  monition,  and  return,  12,  en- 
tering, do.  and  order  thereon  ...  77 

Filing  examination  in  preparatorio,  and  commissioners 

returns       -  -  -  •  •  •  24 

Docketing  and  entering  cause,  on  prize  Calendar,  for  14 

days  -  -  •  -  •  •  3  71 


k 
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Copy  of  ezaminations  io  prcparatorio,  lor  attorney,  HI.  5, 
fo.  72,  and  certtfyiDg  .  •  . 

Making  statement  of  cause  for  the  ctmrt 

Copy  of  record  and  examinations  in  preparatorio,  fr.  do< 
fo«  8^  • 

Rule  for  trial  and  order  thereon 

Rules  to  read  libel,  munitioD^  return,  and  eiraminattons 
in  preparatorio,       -  •  • 

Orders  of  court  thereon  ... 

Reading  libel,  &c.  &c.  do. 

Rule  aad  order  for  1 , 2  and  3  proclamations 

Enteritig  5  proclamations  •  -  •        * 

Rules  and  order  that  defaults  be  entered     ^ 

ISntering  three  defaults 

Criers'  fees         -  •       '     .  •  -   ' 

Drawing  and  entering  decree  of  condemnation  and  order 
of  sale 

Dft.  venditioni  exponas,  1 1  80,    engrossing  and  seal- 
ing, g2  65  -  .  -  .  - 

Drawing  and  entering  ceuntermand  to  execution,  and 
certified  copy  for  the  marshal 

Drawing  and  entering  rule  for  marshal  to  make  special 
returns 

Filing  venditioni  exponas,  6,  return  6,  entering  do.  and 
order  thereon  SS     • 

Begioterittg  record  and  proceeci^ings  in  this  cause,  fo.  12 
and  order  thereon 

Dft.  and  duplicate  copy  of  bill  of  costs 


The  same, 

vs. 

The  brii^  Linnet,  &c.  &c. 

The  same, 

»*. 

'rht  sloop  Finch,  Jkc^&jc. 

liie  same, 

The  sloop  Chub,&c,  &c. 


} 
} 

i   The  like, 


The  like. 
The  like. 


7  00 
10  00 

9  00 

u 

1  50 
1  00 

ra 

1  35 
45 

1  35 
30 
50 

4  00 

4  45 

1  10 

1  60 

47 

12  30 
t   50 

69,41 

69  41 

69  41 

69  41 

2  277  64 


AUcwcd  and  taxed  the  above  four  bills  i>f  cost,  at  two  hundred 
ahd  seventy  Bcven  dollars,  and  84  ceois. 

•Vfw  Foriy  l^th  January,  1817,         . 

[Signed]  W.  P.  VAN  TVESS. 


I 


so  [6l 

€•  No.  38. 
(Copy.) 
JVViv  Tork^  District  Geurt. 
T£ht  United  States  of  Americai 
The  sloop  Fancy  and  cargo. 


ca,       ^ 


Tliis  vessel  and  cargo  were  seiai^d  by  lieatenant  Renshaw,  of  the 
United  States'  na^y>  for^  breach  of  the  embargo  law,  and  were  fi« 
naUy  condemned  by  th%district  court  for  the  same.  The  one  half 
tiett  proceeds  thereof  accruing  to  the  United  States,  amounts  to  eigh- 
ty eight  doHars  and  f(^rqr*five  and  a  half  cents. 


8  88  45| 


The  same^ 
The  sloop  Elisabeth. 


} 


This  vessel  was  captured  on.LaW  JOntario,hy  captain  Chaoncey 
of  the  United  States'  navy,  and  was  condemned  by  the  district  court 
as  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  officers  and  crews, 
of  the  vessels,  under  the  command  of  captain  Chauncey.  lite  onk 
half  nett  proceeds  in  this  cause,  accruing  to  the  United  States; 
amounting  to  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty^seven  dollars,  six  and  a  batt 
cents. 


8  1,687  06^ 


The  same  "J 

The  schooner  Mary*  J 

This  vessel  was  captured  on  Lake  Ontario,  by  captain  Chauncey, 
of  the  United  States'  navy,  and  was  condemned  by  the  district  couVt 
of  New  York,  as  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  of* 
ficers  and  crews  under  his  command.  The  one  half  nett  proceeds 
accruiag  to  the  United  Sutes,  amounts  to  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars,  twenty -two  and  a  half  cents. 

8  1,143  22^ 


m^XfatSM  04UkX    « 


««r  «c  tw,  aod  sold  in  New  York;  the  the  proceeds  of  which  was  p 
into  co^urt  there,  and  from  whom  I  received  one  half  for  the    capt< 

11 


8  1,143^ 


B 

ft 

^       It 

Xvv  4ik  tfomon  bonfr^  with    a  small 

matter,  from  the  Susamia,  wmcta  <^^..  board  said  ves* 

tel  at  sea,  and  sold  in  New  York;  the  the  proceeds  of  which  was  paid 
into  cc^urt  there,  and  from  whom  I  received  one  half  for  the    captors. 

11 


w 


II 


'  The  Udited  Scttes  6f  Ankerica,  iihd^ 
the  officers  sod  crew  of  the  United 
States'  frigate  Essex, 
vs» 
Th^  doop  4f  wkr  Alert. 

This  sloop  of  war  was  captured  by  the  United  Stales'  frigate 
Essex,  and  condemned  by  the  district  court  of  the  New  York  district, 
as  forifeitedto  the  use  of  the  United  gutes  and  the  officers  and  ci^w 
of  the  said|frigate.  The  one  half  nett  proceeds  in  this  cause  accruing 
to  the  United  Sutes,  atnouats  to  six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars,  diirty  o^e  ttuii. 


;B  6^27  31 


I  cffrtiir  the  within  to  be  a  true  and  correa  sta(emetrt|  firom  the 
records  of  tne  court  b  oly  offieck 

(Signei)        telLIP  SPENCEB,  ClerL 


C.  No.  33. 


(Copy.) 


Philadelfihia^  March  ^,  1816. 

'the  Bon.  B.  fF.  CrarvninshieU^ 

SIR, 

Tour  letter  of  the  39th  ult«  was  duly  received,  and  in  reply  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  the  money*  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  arises  from  goods  taken  from  on  board  the  British  Brig 
liord  Nelson,  at  sea,  and  consumed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Constitution,  for  public  and  private  use,  and  paid  for  accordingly; 
they,  therefore,  were  not  brought  before  any  court  for  adjudication, 
specifically,  but  condemnation  was  mac!e  of  some  articles  landed  at 
New  York  from  on  board  the  Constitution,  together  with  a  small 
matter,  from  the  Susanna,  which  were  taken  from  on  board  said  ves- 
sel at  sea,  and  sold  in  New  York;  the  the  proceeds  of  which  was  paid 
mto  cc^urt  there,  and  from  whom  I  received  one  half  for  the    captors. 

11 


82  [•] 

Agreeably  to  y<Mjir  request,  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  duplicate 
receip*  trom  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  for  21704  48  pasa* 
ed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  U.  S. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

JNO.M'CAULET.. 


(Copy.) 

The  frigate  Constitution,  while  under  the  command  of  captain 
Stewart,  has  added  to  the  capital  of  the  navy  fund,  as  follows,  by  cap* 
tures  made  by  said  ship,  viz: 
£iay»  Sqsanna  and  cargo,  sold  at  New  Tork,  May  80, 

1«16  -  -  •  .  g  29,i^09  \% 

Goods  from  Lord  Nelson  and  Susanna  in  July  S7%  86 

Do.  do.  do.  from  the  Agent  for 

captors  .  -         .  -  «l,rM  M 

%  31,986  46 


And  to  the  U.  S*  nearly  eight  thousand  dollars  in  duties.. 
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(SXJPPLEMENTAL) 
LETTER 


fE*M 


THB  8E0RETART  OF  THE  KATT, 


'nLAngmTtw 


DOCUMENTS,  &c. 


nr 


MEUTIOY  TO  THE  JTJIVF  PSJfSIOJT  FUJ^, 


Dbcbmbbr  10»  lais. 

Rod,  and  refentd  to  the  coawnittce  on  Ntfai  AAun. 


r       WASHINGTONi 


PRINTBD  BY  E.  D£  UUFFT. 
1818* 


I 


w 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

December  9thf  1818« 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
copies  of  accounts,  &c.  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  receiv* 
ed  since  the  report  of  the  Slst  November  last,  Md  connected  with 
the  vouchers  which  accompanied  that  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect.  Sir, 

Vour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.CCALBiOTJS, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Jfinnf. 

The  Eonorablethe  Speaker 
of  the  Houee  ofBepresentatives. 


E«3 

JVlit^  Department^  JWis.  17,  itlt* 

Tour  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  together  with  its  enclosures^  i 
duly  received;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  you  have  not  rendered  ui 
account  of  the  sales  of  the  brig  Atlantic  and  cargo,  as  that  is  a  cMe, 
respecting  which  the  department  was  particularly  desirous  of  obtsn* 
iog  information,  as  the  costs  and  charges  amounted  io  nearly  cmt- 
Hard  of  the  proceeds. 

I  am  veryretpeotfiilly,  sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 

Jkting  Secretary  of  the  Mfgjf^ 

JtknW.JhvUtBi^. 

Cieri  of  the  U.  JB.  DUtriet  Courts  Boetotu 


(Copy.) 

DhirictCkrA'sOJpce^ 
Boaton^  27th  Jfov.  1818. 

sm, 

In  consequence  of  the  suggestion  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  m« 
staat,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  sales,  and  co«ls» 
and  charges,  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Atlantic  and  cargo.  To  accomt 
for  die  delay  in  forwarding  these  papers,  I  would  sute,  that  the  pm- 
ment  in  this  case  was  made  some  time  since,  by  my  predecessor,  lir. 
Shaw;  and  I  had  reason  to  presume  that  he  transmitted  the  reqai- 
site  documents  at  the  time  when  he  made  that  payment. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 
I  am,  sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  DAVIS. 

TotheBmoreik  ^ 

the  Secretofff  of  the  ffiaoy. 


6  [6] 

(Copy.) 
United  States  ofAm^ea. 
Masioehtiaetie  District. 

Prize  Court. 

Johp  Smithy  esquire,  Frigate  Congress, 
vs; 
Brig  Atlantic  and  cargo. 

Costs  ^  EsPc. 


Attorney's  fees 
Marshal's  fees,  duties,  &c. 
Clerk's  fees,  filing,  recording,  &c« 
Commissions,  £28^526  84 

•             • 
• 

841,989  08 
13,860  82 

Sir 

1S,MS  M 
15 
iU  58 

Oross  amount  of  sales 
Duties,  costs,  and  charges 

SlS,850  8S 

Nett  proceeds 

i 

One  moiety  is 

28,1^8  26 

914,089  IS 

Examined, 


Allowed,, 


JOHN  W-  DAVIS,  Ckri. 

JOHN  DAYIS, 

Judge  Massaehuseits  Di^trkt^ 
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Whereby  the  nett  sales  amounted  to  twenty-eight  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  eighty-four  cents,  which  I  pay  over 
to  William  S.  ShaWf  Esq.  clerk  of  the  court  within  named,  pursuant 
to  the  order  contained  therein,  (and  a  future  order  of  court,)  to  be 
disposed  of  as  the  court  direct* 

J.  PRINCE, 

Marshal. 

A  true  Copy. 

Attest,  JNO.  W.  DAVIS, 

Ckrk  of  Massachusetts  Dtstrtct  Court. 
Boston,  Feb.  9, 1814. 


[7] 


MR.  SPENCER 

Stdmitied  the  foUotving  reaoluiion^  whkh  vhu  read  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table. 


NOVEMBER  ^5, 1818. 


'  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  books 
and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have  been  violat* 
ed  or  not;  and  particularly  to  report  whether  the  instalments  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  said  bank  have  been  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin, 
and  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States;  or  whether  they  were 
in  any  instance,  and  to  what  amount,  paid  by  the  proceeds  of  the 
notes  of  stockholders,  discounted  for  that  purpose;  and  also  to  report 
the  names  of  those  persons  who  now  own»  or  who  have  owned  any 
part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of  dis- 
counts, if  any,  to  such  persons  respectively,  and  when  made;  and  also 
to  report  whether  the  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices  of  discount  and 
deposite  have  refused  to  pay  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  specie,  on  demand, 
and  have  refused  to  receive  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  them  or  either 
of  them,  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  whether  the  bank  or  any  of  its 
oflSces  of  discount,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  have  sold 
draughts  upon  other  offices,  or  upon  the  bank  at  an  advance,  and 
have  received  a  premium  for  such  draughts;  also  the  amount  of  the 
notes  issued,  payable  at  Philadelphia,  and  at  each  office  of  discount 
respectively,  and  the  amount  of  capital  assigned  to  each  office,  togeth- 
er with  the  amount  of  the  public  deposits  made  at  the  bank  and  at 
each  office,  and  an  account  of  the  transfers  thereof;  and  the  total 
amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  by  the  bank  and  its  several  offi* 
ces  since  its  organization.  That  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remain  there  as  long  as  may 
be  necessary;  that  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  to  employ  the  requisite  clerks;  the  expense  of  which  shall 
be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  committee  of  Accounts,  and  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 
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MESSAGE 


VEOM 


THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TEANSMITTIMG 


A  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 


November  26,   1818. 
Read,  and  reftrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 


WASHINGTON/- 

PRINTED  BY  E.  DE  KRAFPT. 
1818. 


[8] 


To  the  Bousi  of  Ripresetaaiives  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  lay  before  the  House  o£  Representatives,  a  report  from  the 
Commissiontr  of  the  Public  Buildings,  made  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  Ae  28th  of  January  la^t,  requiring  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings,  and  an  ac- 
count of  their  progress  to  be  annually  exhibited  to  Congress. 

JAMEB  MONROE. 

Mfvember  26M,  1818, 


I 
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JinunuU  of  iishuTtiments  made  by  Bamnal  Lane,  CommissioTisr  ^ 
FubUc  Buildings^  from  the  Ut  of  October^  1817,  to  the  tst  of  Oc- 
tobtr^  1818. 


On  account  of  the  wings  of  the  Capitol  204,349  87 

Centre        do        .        -        -  4,071  05 

President's  house           -           -  44,150  34 

Offices  to  President's  house        -  1,273  74 

Ckaduating  President's  square  3^442  19 

Additional  executive  offices        -  59,521  41 

Contingent  expenses             -  3,871  82 

S  320,680  42 


Errors  Excepted. 

Washington,  JVVn?etn6cr  23d,  1818. 

SAMUEL  LANE, 

Commissioner  Pvblic  Bnildins^s. 


I 


m 


B. 


BamuelLane^  esquire^ 

Commissioner  d/ fuUk  Buildings, 
SIR, 

Id  your  communication  of  the  16th  instant,  you  request  me  t» 
report  the  state  of  the  public  bulding  under  my  charge^  arid  the  pro- 

fress  made  therein  during  this  year;  in  compliance  with  this  requeat, 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following: 

On  the  Karth  Wing. 

The  stone  masons  have  built  on  the  outside,  the  entire  balus* 
trade  of  the  east  and  west  sides,  and  the  attic  of  the  north  front,  and 
stone  cupola  over  the  dome.  Inside,  they  have  laid  the  marble  stairs 
leading  to  the  principal  loor,  completed  the  colonnade  of  the  vesti* 
bule  and  part  of  the  gallery  of  the  Senate  chamber.  The  roof  has 
been  covered  with  copper;  the  apartments  and  passages  of  the  upper 
story  are  plastered  and  paved,  and  the  doors,  shutters,  and  other 
carpenters'  work  will  be  finished  in  a  few  days.  The  offices,  and 
committee  rooms  of  the  principal  and  lower  story  are  in  the  same 
degree  of  forwardness.  The  court  room  is  proceeding  in  a  state  of 
preparation  for  the  use  of  the  c«urt  in  December.  The  ceiling  of 
the  Senate  chamber  is  rough  plastered,  but  a  delay  has  been  occasion* 
ed  in  building  the  marble  colonnade  and  gallery,  from  a  disappoint* 
ment  in  receiving  the  materials  from  New  York,  which  1  will  ex- 
plain more  lully  hereafter. 

On  the  South  Wing. 

-  The  columns  of  Potomac  marble,  of  the  Representative  room, 
have  been  prepared  and  set  in  their  places;  the  stone  entabla  ure 
with  which  they  are  crowned,  and  the  brick  arches  connecting  them 
with  the  walls,  are  built;  the  stone  enclosure,  iorming  the  breast  of 
the  gallery,  is  nearly  complete;  the  ribs  of  the  dome  ceiling  are  rais- 
ed and  secured;  the  outer  roof  is  now  raising,  and  will  be  covered  in 
a  fortnight,  and  the  balustrade  is  nearly  entire. 

On  the  Centre* 

A  great  body  of  earth  and  of  old  foundation  has  been  re- 
moved to  preparoifor  the  new  work  on  the  west  side  of  the  centre^ 


[8] 


9 


The  foundations  of  the  basement  itory  are  laid,  and  the  celkr  walk 
of  the  rotundo  are  carried  to  the  height  to  receive  the  arches  which 
will  form  the  ground  floor.  Large  quantities  of  free  stone  are  pro- 
cured* and  the  workmen  are  employed  in  fitting  it  for  its  place. 
The  external  walls  of  the  basement  are  commenced^  and  these,  with 
the  partition  walls  will  be  urged  on,  as  long  as  the  season  will  per« 
mit.  I  think,  I  may  state  with  confidence,  that  the  work,  of  every 
description,  has  been  executed  in  the  most  thorough  and  satisfac* 
torj  manner. 

As  a  general  expectation  existed,  that  the  public  rooms  would  be 

ready  for  use  in  some  part  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  I  beg 

,  leave  to  state  some  occurrences  that  have  occasioned  delay,  and 

O^ttse  the  building  to  appear  in  a  more  unfinished  state  than  it  would 

otherwise  have  done. 

Towards  the  close  of  .April,  When  the  workmen  were  prepared 
to  commence  building  the  stone  cupcda  of  the  north  wing,  such  evi« 
dent  marks  of  weakness  were  seen  in  the  great  arch  that  was  to  sup- 
port it,  that  it  became  necessary  to  take  measures  to  strengthen  it* 
After  considering  the  best  means  for  this  purpose,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  take  down  the  work  which  loaded  the  arch,  and  to  build  up 
a  hollow  cone  of  brick  work^  from  a  solid  foundation  over  the  attic 
story,  to  the  opening  in  the  centre  of  the  roof,  which  might  support 
the  cupola,  and  strengthen  the  arch;  this  was  done  with  the  utmost 
despatch,  but  occasioned  a  delay  of  one  month.  The  efTect  of 
losing  so  much  time,  in  the  best  season  of  the  year  was,  to  prevent 
the  coppering  of  the  roof,  which  could  not  be  done  while  the  heavy 
atone  work  and  masonry  were  executing.  The  delay  of  the  copper 
covering  prevented  the  plastering  and  inside  finishing,  for  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  if  this  delay  had  not  happened,  the  whole  ot  the  plastering 
and  wood  work  of  this  wing  would  be  now  completed.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  detailed  report  of  the  state  of  the  ^ch  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  which  I  presented  at  the  time  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  yousself,  and  to  which  I  now  refer  for 
those  particidars.  Another  cause  of  delay  has  been  occasioned  by 
engaging  some  work  from  a  distance,  of  which  we  have  been  disap- 
pointed. 1  allude  to  the  rich  and  costly  colonnade  and  gallery  of  the 
Senate  chamber.  Thb  is  to  be  wholly  of  marble,  and  was  contrac|- 
ed  for  in  New  York,  to  be  executed  there,  and  to  be  delivered  here 
in  November,  1817:  but  such  has  been  the  disappointment^  that 
though  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  on  hand,  many  pieces  are  now 
wanting^  and  some  indispensably  necessary  to  proceeding.  Bepeat- 
^  ed  letters  have  been  written,  and  two  special  messengers  have  been 
sent  to  urge  on  this  work  which  was  promised  long  since,  and  is  nsw 
hourfy  expected. 

The  large  columns  of  Potomac  marble  were  essential  to  forming 
the  Bepresenutives  room^  and  building  the  south  wing.  Atuntion 
was  paid  to  this  object,  when  an  interruption  was  put  to  this,  and  all 
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odier  ttcme  work  by  a  combinatioii  among  the  woikmen,  to  de« 
mand  an  increase  of  wages.  This  combination  was  so  organiied  as 
to  threaten  at  one  time  an  entire  suspension  of  the  work«  but  was 
faAppily  overcome  after  a  total  loss  of  thirty  days,  and  a  partial  loss 
of  many  more,  owing  to  the  derangement  of  work  occasioned  by  lU 
These  causes  must  account  in  a  degree  for  the  present  unfinished 
state  of  the  wings*  I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  assert,  that  they 
could  have  been  fit  for  use^lf  these  circumsunces  had  not  occured; 
but  the  north  wing  would  have  been  finished  and  the  south  wing 
much  further  advanced.  The  massiness  and  solidity  of  the  work, 
and  the  great  elevation  to  v^hich  a  large  portion  of  the  materials 
must  be  conveyed,  will  account  for  the  apparently  slow  progress. 
From  three  hunchred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  mechanics  and 
laborers  have  been  einployed  daily,  and  in  my  opinion  a  greater 
number  could  not  have  worked  to  advantage.  Permit  me  to  add, 
that  since  the  combination  among  a  certain  class  of  workman 
was  suppressed,  the  work  has  proceeded  with  spirit,  with  a  re* 
markable  degree  of  good  order  and  propriety  of  conduct. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 
Tour  humUe  servant, 

CHARLES  BULFINCH, 

Architect  of  Capitol  of  United  States. 
Cafnioi^  JfotenAcr  2Ut^  IHtB. 
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Report  of  the  state  of  the  arch  in  the  roof  of  the  north  wing ^ 
•Afoy  U^  1818, 

When  I  entered  upon  the  daties  of  my  office  as  architect  of 
ihe  Capitol,  and  examined  the  state  of  the  building,  I  found  that 
« large  arch  had  been  built  above  the  third  story  of  the  north  wing 
which  was  intended  to  support  the  ^tone  cupola  or  lanthem  on  the 
centre  of  the  dome*  I  was  pleased  with  the  ingenuity  and  boldness 
of  the  design,  by  which  it  was  intended  that  a  great  number  of 
chimneys  should  be  carried  upon  this  arch,  and  rise  in  the  piers  of 
the  cupola  between  its  windows.  On  inquiring  of  the  principal 
workmen  and  overseers,!  was  told  that  this  arch  had  been  constructed 
under  the  particular  direction  of  Mr.  Latrobe,  and  that  the  stones  of 
the  band  or  curb  that  formed  the  opening  on  the  crown  of  the  arch, 
were  cut  by  his  particular  orders,  and  were  put  in  their  place  before 
he  left  the  superintendence  of  the  building.  I  felt  perfect  confidence 
in  Mr.  Latrobe's  genius  as  an  architect,  and  his  acknowledged  skill 
as  an  engineer;  that  he  had  well  considered  the  hazard  of  the  pro« 
posed  construction,  and  had  taken  every  precaution  against  danger; 
and  I  gave  directions  to  the  workmen  to  proceed  strictly  according 
to  their  orders  from  him. 

By  the  23d  of  April,  the  chimney  flues  were  all  brought  into 
their  position  on  the  crown  of  the  arch;  when  the  master  workman 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  loosen  the  centres  that  the  arch  might 
be  proved  and  take  its  bearing,  before  the  stone  lanthem  should  be 
built.  On  loosening  the  centre,  it  was  found  that  the  crown  of  the 
arch  settled  with  it,  and  that  the  stones  round  the  circular  opening 
had  moved  in  a  few  minutes  so  far,  as  that  the  opening  was  four 
inches  larger  in  one  direction  than  in  the  other,  the  joints  appearing 
violently  compressed  in  some  parts  and  opened  on  the  oth^r.  The 
workmen  left  it  in  alarm,  'and  considered  it  very  hazardous.  The 
clerk  of  the  works  informed  me  of  the  circumstances,  and  I  imme- 
diately went  on  the  roof  to  view  it,  with  the  clerk,  the  principal  of 
the  stone  department,  and  the  master  mason.  I  soon  came  to  the 
determination  that  the  arch  could  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  flues 
and  stone  cupcAa*  estimated  at  two  hundred  tons  more  than  it  was 
already  charged  with;  and  after  inspecting  the  foundation,  resolved 
to  btiiki »  code  of  brick  frofii  the  botton^  of  the  dome  to  the  circular 
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opening  above,  for  the  purpose  of  sitrengthehing  the  artfattd  support- 
ing the  cupola. 

As  I  had  been  informed  that  general  Swift,  and  colonel  Bomfiml, 
had  been  formerly  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  examine  the  north  wing,  to  ascertain  the  state  and  solidiQr 
of  the  walls,  I  Immediately  wrote  to  those  gentlemen,  to  request 
them  to  inspect  the  arch,  and  consider  the  mode  in  whidi  I  proposed 
to  secure  it.  They  obligingly  came  and  examined  the  work,  and 
determined  that  it  could  not  support  any  additional  burden^  and  ap^ 
proved  of  the  plan  which  I  proposed,  of  a  hollow  cone. 

The  foUowing  description  of  the  arch  will  exhibit  some  of  the 
causes  of  its  failure: 

The  great  arch  in  the  roof  of  the  north  wing  is  forty  feet  in  spaa 
from  north  to  south,  and  thirty  feet  wide  from  east  to  west,  and 
'  rises  in  a  semicircle:  it  is  intended  to  support  a  stone  cupola  twenty- 
two  feet  in  diameter,  with  six  windows  in  its  circumference,  and  as 
many  piers  between  them,  in  which  eighteen  chimney  flues  are  to  be 
carried  up  from  the  different  apartments  of  the  building.  A  cir- 
cular opening  it  made  in  the  crown  of  the  arch,  fifteen  feet 
wide,  the  inner  diameter  of  the  cupola,  to  convey  light  to  the  in- 
terior, and  particularly  the  vestibule  of  the  Senate  chamber. 

One  cause  of  the  failure  of  this  arch  arises  from  the  circum* 
stance  that  the  circular  opening  is  not  in  the  centre;  but  while  there 
are  ten  feet  of  solid  work  in  the  west,  there  are  only  five  feet  to 
the  east  of  the  opening.  Of  the  eighteen  brick  flues  which  are  to 
be  led  round  this  circle,  twelve  are  brought  from  the  west,  three 
A-om  the  south,  and  three  from  the  north,  but  none  come  fronn 
the  east  to  serve  as  a  counterpoise  or  buttress;  of  consequence, 
when  the  weight  was  brought  on  the  arch,  the  tendency  of  the 
whole  was  to  press  on  the  easterly  part,  which  being  the  weak- 
est, and  having  nothing  to  assist  it  to  sustain  die  pressure,  was 
forced  out  of  form. 

J  On  uking  down  the  centreing,  which  opened  the  soffit  or  under 
side  of  the  arch  to  view,  another  cause  of  weakness  appeared;  the 
arch  which  is  two  bricks  thick,  is  ornamented  with  large  caisons  or 
coffers  of  three  feet  square,  sunk  the  depth  of  one  brick,  or  half 
that  thickness,  these  destroy  the  bond  and  connexion  of  the  work, 
as  is  Apparent  from  the  cracks  round  the  stone  curb  in  the  centre^ 
which  take  their  direction  along  the  caisons.  Four  of  the  Uocks 
of  freestone,  which  formed  the  curb,  were  cracked  by  the  great 
pi^essiu'e  upon  them.  From  these  appearances  it  is  evident  diat 
H  would  be  dangerous  to  trust  the  arch  to  bear  the  weight  that  is 
now  upon  it,  and-  that  it  would  be  wholly  incompetent  to  sustsui 
the  «tone  lanthem  Uiat  was  contemplated  in  adcUtion. 

CHABUSS  BULFINCHt 

JbrchiiecitkfUalUnMISmim. 
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Foratant  to  iIm^  pbm  proposed  ftbovCf  a  cone  of  brick  work  has 
been  constructed  under  the  opening  of  the  arch;  the  chimney  flues 
are  now  brought  into  their  right  position,  and  carried  up  to  me  top 
of  the  dome  roof.  The  work  appears  fair  and  subMantial,  and  cm« 
pable  of  sustaining  the  stone  hnthem,  which  will  now  be  inunediatii* 
ly  built  uDon  it»  The  alteration  has  however  occasioned  a  delay  of 
«ne  mohtn  in  finishbg  the  roof  of  the  north  wing. 
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Washington  Cittf  J  Mvember2i$tf  ±816. 

Samuel  Lane^  esqutrt^ 

Commisnoner  ofPubRc  Buildings. 

Report  of  James  Hobao«  superiotendeot  of  the  PrestdeDt's 
house,  and  of  the  executive  offices;  of  the  state  of.  those  buildiags, 
and  their  progress  during  the  current  year. 

Of  the  President's  House. 

The  principal  drawing  room,  eighty  by  forty  feet,  and  twenty 
feet  six  inches  elevation,  has  been  floored,  the  walk  and  ceiling  [^s* 
tered,  the  cornice,  frieze,  and  architrave,  with  the  centre  pieces  in 
the  celling  are  nearly  finished,  all  in  stucco  omamept,  and  the  deco- 
rations in  wood  work  of  doors  and  windows  are  nearly  completed. 

Early  last  spring  the  arcade  of  the  circular  portico  to  the 
south  front  of  the  President's  house,  to  give  a  communication  from 
tbe  house  to  the  grounds  to  the  south,  had  been  carried  up  to  the 
height  of  the  platband,  or  to  the  level  of  the  principal  floor  of  the 
house.  Without  the  portico  the  President,  can  have  no  access  to 
the  south,  but  by  the  cellar  story.  A  part  of  the  balustrade  for 
the  south  portico  is  also  prepared,  and  the  upper  work  of  the 
building  to  the  south,  the  place  of  the  portico,  is  insecure  from  the 
weather,  until  the  portico  is  completed,  as  may  be  seen  on  ex- 
amination. 

AH  the  doors,  doorways,  and  windows  of  the  ofl*ces  east  and 
west  of  the  President's  house,  and  attached  to  that  building,  con- 
taining a  temporary  stable,  and  carriage  house,  ice  house,  coal 
house,  &c.  have  been  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  plastering^ 
which  is  in  part  done. 

All  the  painting  and  glazing  of  the  President's  house  and  offices 
attached  thereto,  inside  and  outside,  has  been  completed. 

A  temporary  fence  has  been  put  up  to  enclose  the  area  to  the 
north  of  the  President's  house.  The  pedestal  wall  of  granite  stone 
has  been  built  to  receive  the  coppering.  The  peers  for  gates  of  cut 
stone,  and  the  coppering,  are  preparing.  The  gates,  braces,  and 
lamp  brackets  of  wrought  iron,  and  the  upright  bars  of  cast  iron,  are 
in  a  state  of  preparation. 
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Of  the  Bxecuthe  Mkes. 


The  foundations  of  each  of  the  oflkes  has  been  dug«  and  the 
earth  carried  away.  The  waUs  of  the  basement  stories  have  been 
built  of  granite  stone,  and  the  principal  floors  of  each  building  in 
extent,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  by  fifty-seven  feet,  have  been 
arched  or  groined  with  brick. 

The  external  of  the  basement  stories,  for  five  feet  above  the 
surface  level  of  the  building,  is  faced  with  free  stone,  topped  with  a 
moulding  which  forms  abase  to  the  two  upper  stories.  The  external 
walls  above  the  base  on  the  outside^  are  all  of  stock  brick,  laid  in 
flemish  bond,  and  neat  tuck  joint,  and  the  whole  of  the  walls  ai'e 
built  of  best  hard  brick  laid  in  mortar  made  of  stone  lime  and  sharp 
river  sand.  The  chinmeys  are  all  capped  with  cut  stone  and 
moulded. 

The  cornices  all  round  the  buildings,  and  to  pediments,  with  the 

Eilaster  bases  and  caps»  strung  courses,  window  cells,  and  window 
eads  are  all  of  cut  stone.      The  columns  for  the  porticoes  with  the 
pediments  and  entablature  are  preparing. 

The  naked  timbers  of  the  two  upper  stories  of  each  of  the 
buildings,  as  trussed  girders,  joist,  &c.  are  all  in  place,  and  the  rooft 
are  put  on»  boarded,  and  in  part  covered  with  best  patent  milled 
slate,  screwed  on*  The  gutters  to  convey  the  water,  and  the  dor- 
mers are  all  covered  with  copper.  The  window  frames  are  putting 
in  the  buildings,  and  the  sashes  are  nearly  ready  for  glazing.  The 
glass  of  best  quality  Boston  manufaaiure,  is  in  part  arrived,  and  the 
balance  hourly  expected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HOBAN. 


*> 


in 
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OftheCommijtteey  to  whomwan  ref€r  red  the. memorial  of  the  Freeiient 
and  Board  of  J^anagers  of  the  .American  Society  for  colontzmg  the 
freepeopkofcohr  of  the  United  States. 


April  18»  1818. 
Kca4  aad  committed  to  a  c  jmmittce  of  the  whole  Hoate  en  VkonAvf  ne^t. 


November  26,  1818. 
Ftinted  by  order  of  the  House  of  Repretentativet. 


The  (pommittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  ibc  **Prc- 
sident  and  board  of  managers  of  the  Amencan  Society  for  coloniz* 
iog  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,'*  have,  according  to 
Older,  had  the  same  tioder  their  attentive  consideration. 

Referring  to  the  memorial  itself,  and  to  the  report  of  t)ie  com- 
li^ttee  oo  the  slave  trade,  to  the  14th  congress,  your  committee  beg 
leave  to  addy that  a  new  interest  has  been  recently  imparted  to  die 
benevolent  enterprise  of  the  memorialists,  by  the  prospect  of  a  spee« 
dy  termination  of  that  odious  traffic,  which  has  been  so  long  the 
orime  of  Europe,  the  scourge  of  Africa,  and  the  affliction  and  dis- 
grace of  ALmerica.  Spain  and  Portugal  have  at  length,  concurred  in 
that  just  and  humane  policy  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  Great 
Britain  was  the  first  to  imitate*  and  which  by  her  liberal  and  unm- 
mitttng  seal|  she  has  successfully  extended  dhroughout  the  civilised 
world. 

So  far  as  the  civiliiatton  of  Africa,  the  victim  of  this  inhuman 
tiafic,  is  embraced  among  the  views  of  the  momorialists,  the  removal 
of  this  formidable  impediment  to  their  success,  is  calculated  to  ele« 
^ate  the  hopea  of  |he  philanthropist,  a^d  to  seci^e  to  their  enterprise 
^hrgerahare  of  public  coiifidence/ 
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America  caonbt  but  sympathize  in  the  wish  to  redeem  frpm  ig« 
norance,  barbarismt  and  superstition^  a  caatinenc  of  vast  extent,  spread 
out  beneath  every  climate,  embracing  every,  varie^  of  soil,  and  in- 
habited  by  a  much  injured  and  degraded  portion  of  the  human  race. 

But  your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  acknovlcdgtng  that 
they  derive  a  yet  stronger  incentive  to  recommend  this  enterprise  Co 
the  countenance  and  favour  of  die  House,  from  considerations  peca* 
liar  to  the  United  States.  These  were  presented  to  tt^  lut  Cowr^w, . 
by  the  report  to  whidi  your  committee  have  referred,  ana  they  deem 
it  unnecessary  therefore,  to  press  them  upon  the  atteadon  of  the 
House.  They  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  remark,  that  time  is 
unceasingly  aggravating  all  those  domestic  evib,  £Dr  which  the  me- 
morialists propose  the  only  competent  remedr,  sund  that  the  most 
auspicious  drcumstances  conspire  at  present  to  promote  its  succeaa* 
ful  application* 

Europe,  after  passing  through  a  war  of  unprecedented  extent 
and  calaitii^,  eojofs  a  repose  which  she  has  rarely  knowa^  and  which, 
foi^  the  honor  of  humanity,  it  may  be  hoped  bhe  will  be  disposed  to 
sigaalize  by  some  act  oi  distinguished  generosity.  She.  will  not, 
.  surely,  be  content  with  a  mere  forbearance  of  farther  injustice;  but 
seek  to  repair  the  wrongs'  whtch  she  has  infticted  upon  an  unhappy 
race  of  men. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  retired  from  the  same 
conflict,  to  enjoy  a  prosperity  which  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  Kespected  abroad,  they  possess  abundanoe, 
tranquility,  and  happiness  at  home. 

A  Purvey  bfsnch  blessings,  naturally  inspires  a  sentiment^  the 
existence  ot^hichis  i^histrated  not  only  by  the  formation  of  the  so* 
ciecy,  from  which  this  memorial  proceeds;  a  society  embraeing  indi* 
vtdunU  of  every  relrgious and  political  denomination,  and  infaabisMlta 
of  evfery  state  in  thi^  wide  spread  union,  but  by  the  almost  unaoimooa 
proceedings  of  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tenneaaee 
Georgia,  either  recommending  Or  countenancing  die  same  benevo« 
lent  object. 

It  ci^nnot  be  supposed  that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  pcdicjr^ 
which  dictated  the  resolutions  and  ads  of  those  particular  atates^-aa 
Ct>n fined  to  themselves  alone.  Their  neighbara  alike  oironmstancoili 
actuated  by  the  same  interests  and  feelings,  wiM  be  oondueted  So  l|^ 
sntttieconclu^i  cms,  in  relation  to  questions,  not  only  of  vitd^mpetC- 
ikK^to  thcm^but  in  thelrremote  bearing,  of  scarcely  Iqsa  momtiia 
to  the  stability  and  prosperity  oi  the  union* 

The  auxiliary  colonisation  societies  which  are  dailjr-s||^ril!igiag 
y^,  t^ot^er quarters  ef the  United  Statesvartnos,  ^hwrif  thrfnriiliiM 
whith  animate  them^  wett^  local  in  their  origin,  theyMi^jlBafcd  b^yrie 
Ife  ^Mritfested,  in  t>tder  ^  aw^ikeii  the  syisf^thy  liod  soe^csitieili^ 
co-operation  of  the  rest  of  Aineriea^  in  th^  actsswAMiit  ntf  ihair 
moa  object. 
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|||ef«(NMrilUs|t,  if  It  «0i|gbt  to  impaipr,  in  tbc  «l%hte»t.degr^e#  t^ 
^rigfeliiQf  pfUwle  pfoper^v^r  the  yet  more  tacred  rights  of  person^ 
iibi^^miWt4^tQJCfnrjf4^MQr}fti^^  fireemeo  in  the  iUiuted  Stfitc^» 
The  9QK|l|itipp  pf  the  legpAUtore  of  Yirgiiiief  the  subjiequent 
mt$:WA  jdedbcttiooSf  m  well  as  the  high  character  of'  the  mctporial « 
igts^  ihemseWeiiy  added  to  the  most  ohvious  interest  of  the  sutes,  who 
ihMft  necemly  .sanctioned  the  purpase^i  or  re^ogaised  tbe  exiateoce  of 
jke  iAmerican  XSoloniaatipn  Soctetyt  ei^dude  the^  remotest  apprehc^- 
rion  of  such^injustice  or  inhumanity. 

Tbe  nseosorialitts  propose  to  attain  the  noblest  end  which  bene- 
aroleiiDe  on  eonccde,  by  tensperate  and  practieable  means. 

As  pieliminary  to  thek  sueeess,  and  in  anticipation  of  the ,  a<;;ts  at 
the ^govemment,  they  have,  at  considerable  expense,  sent  oui  egenta 
to  explore  the  coast  of  Africa  and  to  select  a  scat  Cor  their  conteiii* 
'platiBO  colony.  Those  ageou  were  instructed  first  to  visit  Eui'ope. 
Their  feoeption  in  England,  and  the  intelligence  which  had  been  re- 
?cetired  from  them  down  to  the  period  of  their  late. embarkation  for 
iAfriea^  were  as  favorable,  ps  could  hjsve  been  antic>psl|:d|  to  the  sut:< 
aeas  of  their  mission. 

This  successi  however,  cannot  be  complete,  until  the  object  of 
Ahe  memerialista  shall  have  received  the  sanction,  and  their  ef- 
,  forts,  the  ud  of  the  federal  government* 

If  their  memorial  does  not  furnish  sufficient  ground  for  the  in* 

tprpoaition  of  the  national  legislature,  in  their  behalf,  it  appears .  u> 

.  ynor  committee,  that  the  resolution  of  Virginia,  which  they  beg  leave 

•to  subjmn  to  this  report,  subsequeotfy  susuined  by  a  similar  resolu- 

•  tion  of  Marytaaid  and  Tennessee,  unquestionably  do  so* 

"Whether  a  treaty  for  the  territory  of  the  proposed  colony  is  to  be 
japeaedwith  the  native  tribes  of  Africa,  or  with  the  European  gov- 
ernments which  claim  certain  portions  cf  the  shores  of  tlu^  coatintnt, 
k  is  by  the  authority  of  the  United  Sutes  alone,  that  such  negotiation, 
canbeeffBcted. 

The  aeveral  states,  having,  by  their  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution surrendered  the  power  of  negotiation,  to  the  general  govem- 
issent,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  claim  the  ei^rcise  of  that  sovereign 
authority  for  their  benefit,  whenever  it«an  be  exerted  consistently 
with  the  welfare  laf  the  United  States^ 

Your  comnuttee  cannot  forbear  to  add  another,  to  thema  very 
aoleaan  oonsideratioo,  as  an  inducement  for  the  exercise  of  this  au« 
'Ihoiltjfiin  die  manner  proposed  by  the  Cktieral  Assembly  of  Yirginia. 
'  The  net  of  congresa  .which  iaterdicts  the  African  slave-tr^ide,  end 
janbjects  tbe^ckiaenaof  thfrUnitod  States  who  eagage  in  its  prosecu* 
->tson,  to  merited  piiaiahment,iiaa  left  the^nafortaaate  beings,  wham 
'  the f«ioladonaofr  this lasrjwe  daily  casting  uponithe  Asfierican  shore, 
-«D  the^aaparaictpKoviitQos  ml  tiia  roipectivn  states  w^|hq  whpi^e  ja- 
nadiction  they  may  chance  to  be  fotnid. 
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fb  s«i^  noehtiSg  6(  tfi6  abstract  propriety  of  tniiMlbltifif  slich  ta 
ftilthority  over  tbe  penoas  and  liberty  of  these  foftigoeminNli  dib 
HiitibnAl,  to  the  state  le^slatures;  entertainiBg  no  ap^heiisi<fQ[  di4t 
Congress  will  be  rendered,  thereby,  accessary  to  any  act  of  cmel^ 
or  inhumantcy*,  it  must  be  yet  apparent,  that  the  indtvidtial  states 
have  a  right  to  require  the  aid  now  sought  to  be  obtained  frotn  the 
general  government,  in  order  to  enable  themselves  to  discharge  Ae 
Uust  reposed  in  them,  without  a  violation  of  their  local  policy^  Or 
injustice  to  those  unfortunate  AfrtcanS|  placed  at  their  disposal,  by* 
the  laws  of  the  United  States* 

Your  comritittee  were  instructed  by  two  other  resolutions  of  tbe 
Bouse  to  inquire  into  the  etpediency  of  making  more  effectual  pro- 
vision by  Ihw,  for  preventing  the  participation  of  the  cttisens  oi  the 
United  Btaies  in  the  African  slave  tradci  and  of  correcttBg  certath 
abuses  which  are  practised  in  the  internal  commerce  of  the  United 
Sta\ts.  Both  these  objects  have  been  accomplished  by  bilb  which 
subsequently  originated  in  the  other  branch  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture, and  which  came  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  under 
circumstances  which  ensured  to  them  an  earlier  decision  than  wouM 
have  followed  a  report  i'm^m  your  committee.  They  beg  leave,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  the  beneficial  effect  to  be  ejtpected  frocn  any 
improvement  of  the  pre-existing  laws,  in  relation  to  the  fbrmcfr 
species  of  traffic*  which  commences  its  enterprize  against  humasiity, 
and  /oreign,  and  remote  coast,  and  matures  it  on  that  of  America, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  elude  detcci^on  by  ordinary  vigilance^ 
must  depend  on  the  efforu  of  another  branch  of  the  governing. 

It  does  not  become  your  committee  to  do  more,  in  relatioo  to 
this  branch  of  tbe  inquiry  charged  upon  them,  than  to  intimate  their 
opinion  that  no  act  of  legislation  whatever,  wouki  be  so  likely  to  put 
diown  this  iniquitous  traffic,  as  the  multiplication  of  the  revenue  cutii 
ters,  upon  the  American  shores  most  frequented  by  the  vessels  en* 
gaged  in>it,  and  the  employment  of  such  part  of  the  navy  as  would 
be  best  adapted  to  such  service,  in  occasional  visits  to  the  African 
coast,  at  the  season  when  it  is  frequented  by  the  same  description  of 
vessels* 

Your  committee  ask  therefore  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  2d  and  Sd  resolutions,  to  which  they  have  re- 
ferred, and  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  tht;  House,  in  relation  to  the 
first,  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Eesohrd,  That  thia  President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  is 
hereb}^  n  quested  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  proper  to 
ascertain  whether  a  suitable  territory  can  be  procured  on  this  coast 
of  Africa,  for  colonizing  such  of  the  free  people  of  color  of  tbe 
United  States  as  may  be  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an  asy* 
lumt  Md  tQUpter  into  such  negotiation  with  tbe  native  tribes  of  M^ 
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ncs,  oi^  iritk  one  or  iDore  of  At  gotemmmts  of  Hurope  as  may  be 
necessary  to  obtain  such  territory,  and  to  secure  to  the  contemplated 
colony  every  advaouge  which  he  my  deem^essential  to  its  future  in< 
dependence  and  prosper!^. 


^^KThereas  the  Gk^neral  Assembly  of  Ttrginia  have  repeatedly 
sought  to  obuinan  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
for  such  persons  of  color,  as  had  been,  or  might  be  emancipated  un* 
der  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto  found  all  their 
efforts  frustrated,^  either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations  or 
domestic  causes  equally  unpropitious  to  their  success: 

They  now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed 
the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  jprinctpal  nations  of  Europe  have 
concurred  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  abolbhing 
the  African  slave  trade  (a  traffic  which  this  commonwealth,  both  be« 
fore  and  since  the  revolution,  zealously  sought  to  terminate)  to  re- 
new this  effort,  and  do  therefore  Resohe^  That  the  executive  be  re« 
quested  to  correspond  with  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  die 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  territory  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  at  some 
other  placet  not  wid^in  any  of  the  states  or  territorial  governments  of 
the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  color*  as 
are  now  free,  and  may  desire  the  same,  aqd  m  those  who  may  be 
hereafter  emancipated  within  this  commonwealth;  and  that  the  Sen* 
ators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  be  requested  to  exert  their  best  efforts,  to  aid  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes  in  the^tainment  of  the  above  object:  Provided^ 
That  no  contract  or  arrangement  respecting  such  territory  shall  be 
obligatory  on  this  commonwealth  until  ratified  by  die  legidaiure.'* 

Passed  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  1 5th— by  the  Sen- 
ate with  an  amendment,  December  Mth'— concurred  in  by  the  House 
ofDelegatesj  December  21st,  1816. 
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REPORT 

Cfthe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands^  on  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
the  emigration  and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians^  on 
the  hands  of  the  United  States^  went  of  the  Mississippi^  accompa- 
nied with  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  Choctaw  Indians  fom  settling  or 
hunting  on  the  lands  of  the  United  8iates^  west  of  the  Missisaippi* 


DECEMBER  1,181S. 

Read,  and  wichtlie  bill,commtned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 


The  committee  on  the  public  lands^  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolii* 
tion,  ioatructing  said  committee  **  to  inquire  iDto  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  the  emigration  .  and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  on  the  laods  of  the  United  States,  weu  of  the 
river  Mbsissippi,  until  they  shall  have  acquired  that  right  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  founded  on  a  cession  of  lands  in- 
habited by  said  tribe  of  Indians  east  of  the  river  Mississippi/' 
have  had  that  subject  under  coostderation,  and  submit  the 
following 

REPORT: 

That,  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  cpocluded  between  the 
United  Sutes,  and  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  bearing  date  the 
third  day  of  January,  1786,  commonly  called  the  treaty  of  Hopewell, 
it  was  stipulated  between  the  contracting  parties,  that  the  lands  al- 
lowed to  said  Indians  to  lb)e  and  hunt  on^  within  the  limiu  of  the 
TTnited  States,  should  be  limited  by  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit: 
*'  Beginning  at  a  point,  on  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude, 
where  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Natchez  district  shall  touch  the 
same;  thence  east,  along  the  said  thirty<^first  degree  of  north  latitude, 
being  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  until 
it  shall  strike  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  lands  on  which  the  Indians 
of  the  said  nation,  did  live  and  huni^  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Novem* 
ber,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  while  they  were 
under  the  protection  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain;  thence  northerly, 
al^ng  the  said  eastern  boundary,  until  it  shall  meet  the  northern  boun« 
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dary  of  the  said  lands;  thence  westwardly,  along  the  said  oortKcm 
boundary,  until  it  shall  meet  the  western  boundary  thereof;  thence 
southerly,  along  the  same  to  the  beginning."  That  of  th)?  above 
described  tract  of  country,  a  very  small  portion  has,  since  the  date  of 
said  treaty,  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, and  the  residue  thereof  remains  in  the  possession  of  said  In- 
dians, for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  above  recited  article.  It  fur- 
ther appears  to  your  tommittee,  that  even  the  cession  of  Louisiana, 
to  the  United  States,  by  France,  Congress,  by  an  act,  passed  on  the 
26th  of  March  1804,  did  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  Statesi 
^*to  stipulate  with  any  Indian  tribes,  owning  lands  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  residing  thereon,  for  an  exchange  of  lands, 

'  the  property  of  the  United  States,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, in  case  the  said  tribes  shall  remove  and  settle  thereon;  but,  in 
«uch  stipulation,  the  said  tribes  shall  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,and  shall  agree  that  they  will 
not  hold  any  treaty,  with  any  foreign  power^  individual  state,  or 
with  the  individuals  of  any  state  or  power;  and  that  they  will  not 
sell  or  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  sovereign 
power,  except  the  United  States,  nor  to  the  subjects,  or  citizens  of 
any  other  sovereign  power,  nor  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
The  obvious  intention  of  this  act,  was  to  enable  the  government,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  to  transfer  to  the  extensive  uninhabited  territo- 
ries  of  the  U.  States, west  of  the  Mississippi^the  several  Indian  tribes, 
who,  by  their  local  situation,  east  of  that  river,  retard  the  progriess  of 
population,  in  that  section  oF  coiintrj',  and  prevent  the  facilities  which 
ought  to  be  afforded  to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  west* 
ern  states  and  territories  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  accom* 
plishment  of  this  object,  would  be  productive  of  incalculable  advan- 
tages to  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  union,  who  depend 
solely  on  the  Mississippi,  as  an  outlet  to  the  rich  productions  which 
annually  float  down  that  river,  in  search  of  a  suitable  and  pcofitable 
market.  But  your  committee  are  intormed,  from  sources  entitled  to 
their  entire  confidence,  that  for  several  years  past,  the  Choctaw  tribe 
of  Indiana,  to  whom  has  been  allotted,  a  vast  and  fertile  territory, 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  to  liv^and  hunt  on^  finding  their  favorable 
pursuit  there  unprofitable,  and  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
game,  not  capable  of  yielding  them  an  ordinary  support,  have  gra- 
dually emigrated  to  the  west,  and  formed  considerable  settlements 
for  hunting,  and  even  for  agricultural  purposes,  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  territories,  acquired  by  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana,  in  direct  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  and  of  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress,  to  which  your  committee 
has  referred.  In  consequence  of  a  representation  of  these  facts,  and 
of  the  probable  disposition  of  this  tribe  of  Indians,  to  exchange  lands, 
which  had  become  of  no  value  to  them,  for  an  equal  quantity,  west  of 

'    the  Mississippi,  to  which  their  young  men  and  hunters,  are  accustom- 
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tA  annually  to'  resort,  the  President  of  the  United  Statbs,  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  appointed,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
conseht  of  the  Senate,  three  commissioners,  who  were  instructed  to 
propose  to  these  Indians,an  exchange  onands,which  seemed  to  be  called 
for,  as  well  by  their  own  wants  and  necessities,  as  by  a  due  regard  to 
justice,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  The  propo- 
sition  was  accordingly  made  by  our  commissioners,  on  fair  and 
ec[uitable  principles;  which  resulted  in  a  total  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  aforesaid  tribe,  to  relinquish  their  right  of  posses- 
sion, to  the  lands  designated  for  them  to  Hve  and  hunt  on,  although 
they  at  this  time  occupy,  those  lands  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  have  been  offered  as  an  equivalent  for  such  relinquishment. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  these  unwarrantable  proceedings 
ought  no  longer  to  be  tolerated.  'Vht  power  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  the  26th  of  March,  1804,  will  be- 
come obsolete,  if  the  tribes  of  Indians,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  are 
permitted  to  emigrate  and  form  settlements,  west  of  that  river, 
without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  government.  Ilie  Cherokee 
tribe,  whose  hunters  had  removed  to  the  Arkansas,  were  compelled 
to  indemnify  the  United  States,  by  a  cession  of  their  lands,  on  the 
Chatahoucby,  and  Tennessee  rivers.  The  same  rule  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  every  other  tribe.  The  Choctaws  possess  the 
east  branch  of  the  Mississippi,  for  a  distance  of  near  three  hundred 
miles,  which  will  remain  an  uninhabited  wilderness,  for  centuries  to 
come,  unless  their  claim  is  extinguished,  and  the  country  populated 
by  the  Utiited  States.  A  variety  of  important  considerations,  urge 
the  expediency  of  effecting  this  object,  at  an  early  period.  The  de- 
fence of  the  southern  frontier  of  the  United  States  from  loreign  in- 
vasion, imperiously  requires  a  strong  physical  force  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  to  New  Orleans,  llie  navigation 
of  that  riVer  also,  by  means  of  steam  boatit,  so  essential  to  the  welfare 
of  the  western  country,  cannot  be  prosecuted  with  safety  and  conve- 
nience,  without  the  aid  of  a  population,  adequate  to  the  supply  of  fu* 
el,  and  other  necessary  articles,  in  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage 
against  the  rapid  current  of  the  river.  Your  committee  are  satisfied, 
that  so  long  as  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  are  permitted  to  live 
and  hunt  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
they  will  never  cede  to  the  Onited  States,  any  part  of  the  valtuble 
country,  which  they  occupy,  by  treaty,  east  of  said  river.  Justice 
and  policy  therefore  combine,  in  recomniending  the  necessity  of  con- 
fining them  to  the  boundaries,  heretofore  appropriated  for  their  use, 
until  they  shall  acquire  the  right  to  other  lands,  by  treaty-  with  the 
United  States. 

Tuur  committee  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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REPORT 


Of  the  Committee  en  Fenekne  and  Bevohitionary  Ckumif  m  thepeA^ 
tion  of  Edwin  C.  BrottnU 


DECEMBER  1,  18i8* 
Read  ind  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


The  committee  od  pensioiiiB  and  revolutionary  claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Edwin  C.  Brown, 

HEPORT— 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  intermarried  with  Maria  Grain,  the 
only  representative  of  captain  James  Crain»  late  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  state  of  Yirginia,  and  suggests  that  the  said  captain 
Grain  served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  whole  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  afterwards  departed  thia||fe  some  dme  in 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight— -and  he, 
the  petitioner,  claims  in  right  of  his  said  wife,  commutation  of  five 
years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  due  to  the  said  captain  Jamea 
Grain,  as  he  suggests,  for  revolutionary  services  by  him  performed* 

That  in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  the  resolve  of  Congress,  allowing  full  pay,  was  passed — 
and  in  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
there  was  a  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  said  captain  Grain,  when 
a  certificate  for  the  balance  of  his  full  pay  was  issued  to  him,  fiom 
the  auditor's  office  in  Virginia.  And  it  is  presumed,  that  the  said 
captain  Grain  would,  at  the  time  of  the  saidxsetdement,  or  previous 
thereto,  or  during  his  life,  have  claimed  commutation  of  half  pay,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  resolve,  if  he  had  believed  himself  entided  to 
the  si^me-^and  the  presumption  is,  that  he  was  not  considered  enti« 
tied  to  it;  or  if  he  was,  that  it  has  been  paid-— or  that  he  would  have 
caimed  it  during  his  life,  he  having  lived  about  five  years  after  the 
8»id  smiement. 

Iliatthe  p6wer  or  privilege  to  commute  half  pay  for  life,  for  five, 
years  full  pay,  may  be  considered  to  be  properly  of  a  personal  natute, 
and  th)Eit  acclaim  for  the  same  ^will  not  descend  to  any  representa* 
tive. 


2  [11] 

That  in  the  month  of  August  eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  a  mc* 
litary  bounty  land  warrant  was  issued  by  the  state  of  Y irgtnia,  for  one 
thousand  five  hundred  apxsi — ^number  five  thousand  five  hundred 
a  A  twenty-four — in  pursuance  of  an  advice  or  direction  of  the  coun« 
cil  of  that  state,  of  the  month  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  to  the  representative  of  the  satd  captain  Crain—- but  this 
act  of  the  state  of  Yirgioia  cannot  be  admitted  for  evidence  to  sub« 
stantiate  a  claim  against  the  United  States,  which  was  not  demanded 
by  the  said  captain  Crain,  in  his  life  time,  if  he  was  entided  thereto, 
in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  resolution;  but  if  any  direct  inference 
can  be  deduced  from  the  said  act  of  the  state  of  Virginia  it  is,  that 
the  said  captain  Crain  was  setded  with  and  fully  paid,  during  his  lifie, 
for  all  his  claims,  arising  in  consequence  of  services  rendered  by  him, 
in  the  army,  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

7he  committee  further  report,  that  this  claim  of  the  petitioner 
has  heretofore  frequently  been  presented  in  the  House  of  Bepresea* 
tatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States— and  session  after  ^e^ 
sion,  has  by  the  House  been  referred  to  various  and  different  commit- 
tees to  consider  the  same  and  report  thereon.  That  in  the  month  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  the  committee  of 
cU'ims  made  a  report  thereon,  with  a  subjoined  resolution,  *^  That  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted^' 

That  in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  the  committee  of  claims  made  a  report  thereon  to  the  House^ 
with  a  subjoined  resolution,**  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted.'^ 

I'hat  in  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  the  committee  on  pensions  and  revolutionary  claims  made  a 
report  on  this  claim  of  the  petitioner,  with  a  subjoined  resolution,  to 
wit:  **  Resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted" — ^and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  House.— 
To  all  these  said  reports  this  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

That  It  does  nbt  appear  by  any  evidence  of  record  in  the  De- 
pnrtment  of  War,  that  the  said  captain  James  Crain  served  to  the  end 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  vas  therefore  not  entitled  to  commuta*^ 
tion. 

This  committee  further  report,  that  after  an  examination  of  the 
merits  of  this  claim,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  en* 
titled  to  commutation,  in  consequence  of  services  rendered  by  the 
said  captain  Crain,  in  time  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

That  this  committee  do  concur  in  opinion  with  the  several  com- 
mittees, who  heretofore  have  reported  on  this  claim— and  that  this 
claim,  if  it  ever  did  exist,  has  long  since  been  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations. . 

Tour  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grmt* 
ed. 


[12] 
LETTER 


FBOM 


THB  SBGRETART  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TBANSMITTIMG 


AN  ¥:stimAte  of  the  afpbopbutions 


FOR 


THE  TI5AR  1819. 


December  2»  1818. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


WASHINGTON: 


PRINTED  BY  E.  DE  KRAPFT. 
181&. 
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Treamrtf  DepartmtrU^  Ikcemier  Itt,  181& 

8IRi 

I  liave  the  hoDor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  proposed 
for  the  service  ol  tlie  year  1819^  amounting  to  8i8|8S9,882  8$ 

For  the  civil  list        -  -  l,05S,87i  28 

For  miscellaneous  expenses        -         741,318  86 

For   intercourse  with  foreign  na* 

dons        ....  864,777  76 

For  military  esublishment,  includ- 
ing arrearages,  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  pensions        -  8,868,427  85 

Naval    establishment,    including 

marine  corpse  -.       -        2,802,486  60 

813,529,882  35 

The  funds  from  which  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1819  may 
be  discharged,  are  the  following,  viz. 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  t)iousand  dollars  annually  reserved 
by  the  acts  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  government. 

2.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs  and  internal 
duties,  after  satisfying  the  sums  for  which  they  are  pledged  and  ap- 
propriated* 

3.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may  come  iato  the 
Treasury  during  the  year  1819. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WILUAM  H.  CRAWFORD* 

Th§  Monorahle  the  Bpeaier 

iff  the  BauBeo/Bepre^entatives. 
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REPORT 

€fths  ComniUtee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Q.  Riehardsont  and 

John  Haley. 


NOVEMBER  24.  1818. 
Held  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabTe. 

■  iriiii  I'fiii  lb' 

DEOSMaKR  3t    181 8. 

PHnted  by  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


The  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Q.  Richardson,  and  John  Haley,  of  tiie  state  of  Kentucky, 

REPORT: 

Samuel  Q.  Richardson  states  that  he  was  attached  to  the  Mis- 
sissionory  troop  of  horse  of  the  Kentucky  W  M.  commanded  by 
the  late  general  George  Trotter,  then  captain  of  Lemral's  regiment  of 
Kentucky  militia;  that  he  had  a  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements  valued 
at  two  hundred  and  six  dollars,  which  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  which  he  now  asks  remuneration. 

In  this  case,  James  6.  Trotter,  (late  lieutenant)  certifies  on  oath 
"  that  on  the  evenine  preceding  the  battle  of  Mississionory,  of  the  18th 
of  December  1812,  Mr.  Richardson  tied  his  horse  within  the  lines  of  the 
encampment,  to  a  beech  tree,  with  all  the  accoutrements  upon  him — the 
orders  naving  been  from  the  commanding  officer  for  each  individual  to 
be  ready  at  all  times  for  a  charspe.  The  battle  of  the  18th  commenced 
about  one  hour  before  day,  and  before  the  troop  to  which  Mr.  Richardson 
belonged  was  called  on  to  mount  and  charge,  he  found  his  horse  had 
broken  loose,  and  of  course  was  unable  when  that  order  was  given,  to 
comply  with  it  immediately*  Previous  to  this  time  diligent  search  vftis 
made  for  the  horse  without  his  being  found;  and,  indeed,  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  detachment,  and  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  enemy, 
surrounding  as  they  did  the  encampment,  orders  were  given  for  no  indi- 
vidual to  go  without  the  lines.  The  h  )i*se  having  broken  loose  and  run 
off,  with  the  arms  and  accoutrements  upon'him  as  aforesaid,  was  never 
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afterwards  regained  within  his  knowledge^  and  was  not  lost  by  said 
Richardson's  fault  or  neglect* 

Such  is  the  evidence  of  James  G^  Trotter*  and  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  does  not  bring  the  case  of  the  petitioner  within  the  huH 
guage  or  intention  of  the  act  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816.  The  proTisiona 
of  that  act  will  nndoubtedlj  appear  broad  enou^  to  OTerr  one»  and  the 
committee  think  ther  should  not  be  extended  to  embrace  tnis  case* 

In  the  case  of  John  Haley,  the  certificate  of  captain  Combo^ 
late  of  colonel  R.  M«  Johnson^  regiment  M.  V.  is  proditced,  and 
it  proves  that  the  petitioner  lost  his  horse  in  the  summer  of  1813,  on  the 
march  from  fort  Winchester  to  fort  Meigs;  that  he  was  informed,  and  be- 
lieves, that  the  hors^  became  tired  and  was  left  in  the  enemy's  conntrjt 
and  that  said  horse^  was  worth  eighty  dollars. 

This  testimony,  the  committee  think  is  altcigether insufficient  to  es* 
tablish  the  claim  or  the  petitioner. 

The  following  resolution  is  ^refo^^e  admitted  to  the  House: 

Sesolvedf  That  the  prayer  ot  the  petition  of  Samuel  Q«  Ridiardstb, 
and  John  Haley,  ought  not  to  granted^ 


[14] 

MESSAGE 


VBOM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITBB  STATES, 

T&AirgiiiTTiira 

i 

COPIES  OF  DOCUMENTS  REFERBED  TO 

IN 

HtS  COMMUNICATION   OF  THE   SEVElfTEEKTH  ULTIMO, 

Uf 

RELATION  TO  TH£  SEBIINOLE  WAB,  &c. 


Dbcembeb  3,  1818. 
Read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


WASHINGTON: 

BRINTED  BY*  E.  DE  KRAFFT. 
1818. 


C"3 


'^the  House  o/B/tpreitniativespfthe  VnitedSMes: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Beprodentativei  copies  of  such 
of  the  documents  referred  to,  in  the  message  of  the  17th  instant, 
as  have  been  prepared  since  that  period.  They  present  a  full  view 
of  the  operations  of  our  troops,  employed  in  the  Seminole  waiv 
who  entered  Florida. 

The  residue  of  the  documents,  which  are  very  voluminous  will 
be  transmitted  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared* 

JAMES  MOKROE. 

December  2d|  i81'8. 
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Memorandum  of  letters  to  ecnd  from  the  Secretary  of  War ^  sent  to  the 
President,  in  relation  to  the  Semmole  War  9  and  the  capture  ofFensa^ 
cola* 


Oeneral  Edmund  P.  Gainer  to  Secretary  of  War,  Dec.    2, 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

Secretary  of  War  to 


general  Gaines 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

Slime  to  general  Jackson 

same  to  same 

same  to  same 

same  to  governor  Bibb 
Greneral  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  of  War 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


Qovemor  W.  Bibb  to 


same 
same 
'same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


Dec.  15, 
Jan.  9, 
Jan.  23, 
Jan.  SO, 

October       SO, 

December  26, 

December  26, 

December  16, 

December    9, 

December   2, 

January 

August 

August 

January 

February 

August 

May 

January 

February 

February 

February 

March 


16, 
14, 
19, 
29, 
6, 
14, 

1*, 

20, 
10, 

1*, 

26. 
25, 


March  8  &  9, 


April 
April 
May 
June 
June 
March 


20, 

26, 

5, 

2, 

2, 

27, 


Pcoceedings  of  a  special  court  martial,  major  general  Gaines, 
dent,  for  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie. 


1817. 
1817. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 
1818. 
1S18. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818*. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
presi^ 
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Edmund  P.  Games  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Bead  quarters^  Fort  Beoity  Cku  December  2, 1$17.     , 

Sift, 

i  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  S6th  ult  your  communica- 
tion of  the  30th  October. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  the  President  approves  of  my 
hiovements.  But  I  much  regret  that  his  just  expectations,  as  to  the 
effect  there  was  reason  to  believe  would  be  produced  on  the  minds 
of  the  Indians,  by  this  movement,  have  not  been  realised*  I  am  now 
quite  convinced  that  the  hostility  of  these  Indians  is  and  has  long 
since  been  of  so  deep  a  character  as  to  leave  no  ground  to  calculate 
upon  tranquillity,  or  the  future  security  of  our  frontier  settlements,^ 
until  the  towns  south  and  east  of  this  place  shall  receive  a  signal 

{roof  of  our  ability  and  willingness  to  retaliate  for  every  outrage* 
t  is  now  my  painful  duty  to  report  an  affair  of  a  more  serious  and 
decisive  nature  than  has  heretofore  occurred,  and  which  leavas  no 
doubt  of  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  application  of  forte  and  ac- 
tive measures  on  our  part.  A  large  party  of  Seminole  Indians  on  the 
30th  ult.  formed  an  ambuscade  upon  the  Appalachicola  river  a  mile 
below  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and  Chatahouche,  attacked  one  of 
our  boats  ascendinjp;  near  the  shore,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  took 
the  greater  part  of  the  detachment,  consisting  of  forty  men,  com- 
manded by  lieut*  R.  W.  Scott,  of  the  7th  infantry.  There  were  also 
on  board,  killed  or  taken,  seven  women,  the  wives  of  soldiers;  six 
men  of  the  detachment  only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were  wounded. 
They  report  that  the  strength  of  the  current  at  the  point  of  attack, 
had  obliged  the  lieut.  to  keep  his  boat  near  the  shore;  that  the  In- 
dians had  formed  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  were  not  discover- 
ed until  their  fire  commenced,  in  the  first  volley  of  which  lieut.  Scott 
and  his  most  valuable  men  fell.  The  lieut.  and  his  party  had  been 
sent  from  this  place  some  days  before,  to  assist  major  Muhlenberg  in 
ascending  the  river  with  three  vessels  laden  with  military  stores 
brought  from  Montgomery  and  Mobile.  The  major,  instead  of  re- 
taining the  party  to  assist  him  as  I  had  advised»  (see  the  enclosure 
No.  1)  retained  only  about  twenty  men,  and  in  their  place  put  a  like 
number  of  sick,  with  the  women  and  some  regimental  cloathing. 
The  boat  thus  laden  was  detached  alone  for  this  place.  It  is  due  to 
major  Muhlenbeng  to  observe,  that  at  the  time  he  detached  the  boat, 
I  have  reason  to  oelieve  he  was  not  apprised  of  any  recent  hostilities 
having  taken  place  in  this  quarter.    It  appears  however  from  lieut. 
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Scott's  letter,  received  about  the  hour  in  which  he  was  attacked^  ^a* 
closure  No.  2)  that  he  had  been  warned  of  the  danger.  I^n  the  Fe« 
ceipt  of  this  letter,  I  had  two  boats  fitted  up  with  covers  and  port- 
holes for  defence,  and  detached  capt.  Clinch,  with  an  officer  and  forty 
men,  with  an  order  to  secure  the  move  ment  of  lieutenant  Scott,  and 
then  to  assist  maj.  Muhlenberg,  /see  enclosure  No.  3)  This  detach- 
ment embarked  late  in  the  evening  of  the  30th,  and  must  have  passed 
the  scene  of  action  below  at  night,  and  some  hours  after  the  uBair 
terminated.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  capt.  Clinch.  I  shall  imme- 
diately strengthen  the  detachment  under  maj.  Muhlenberg,  with  ano- 
ther boat  secured  against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will  therefore  move 
up  with  safety,  keeping  near  the  middle  of  the  river.  I  shall  more- 
over take  a  position  with  my  principal  force  at  the  junction  of  the 
rivers,  near  the  line,  and  shall  attack  any  force  that  may  attempt  ts 
intercept  our  vessels  and  supplies  below;  as  I  feel  persuaded  the  or- 
der of  the  President  prohibiting  an  attack  upon  the  Indians  below  the 
line,, has  reference  only  to  the  past,  and  not  to  the  present  or  future 
outrages,  such  as  the  one  just  now  perpetrated,  and  such  as  shall 
place  our  troops  strictly  within  the  pale  of  natural  law,  where  self  de- 
fence is  sanctioned  by  the  privilege  of  self  preservation.  The  wound- 
ed men  who  made  their  escape,  concur  in  the  opinion  that  they  had 
seen  five  hundred  hostile  warriors  at  different  places  below  the  point 
of  attack.  Of  the  force  engaged  they  differ  in  opinion,  but  all  agree 
that  the  number  was  very  considerable,  extending  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  along  the  shore,  in  the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  thick 
woods.  1  am  assured  by  the  friendly  chiefs,  that  the  hostile,  war* 
riors  of  every  town  upon  the  Chatahouche,  prepared  canoes  and  push- 
ed off  down  the  river  to  join  the  Seminoles,  as  soon  as  the  account  of 
my  movement  from  the  Alabama  reached  them.  The  Indians  now 
remaining  upon  the  Chatahouche,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  welt 
dibposed.  One  of  the  new  settlers  however,  has  recently  been  killed; 
but  it  has  been  clearly  proved  that  the  murderer  had  belonged  to  the 
hostile  party.  The  friendly  chiefs  in  the  neighborhood,  when  ap* 
prised  of  the  murden  assembled  a  party  and  sent  in  pursuit  of  the 
offender  and  followed  him  to  Hint  river,  on  the  route  to  MicJcasukee^ 
whither  he  escaped.  Ouishajo,  and  several  other  friendly  chiefs,  have 
effered  me  their  services  with  their  warriors  to  go  against  the  Sem- 
inoles. I  have  promised  to  give  them  notice  of  the  time  that  may  be 
fixed  for  my  departure,  and  then  to  accept  their  services.  The  en- 
closure No.  4,  contains  the  substance  of  what  1  have  said  to  the  chiefs 
who  have  visited  me,  several  of  whom  reside  south  of  the  Spanisk 
line  and  west  of  the  Appalachicola  river.  It  was  expected  by  the 
chiefs,  that  I  should  communicate  to  them  my  viewB  and  wisheii.  I 
felt  authorsed  to  say  but  little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary  in  what  I 
should  say,  to  endeavor  to  counteract  the  erroneous  impressions  by 
which  ihev  have  been  misled  by  pretended  British  agents.  J  hope 
the  President  will  see,  in  what  I  have  said,  nothing  to  disapprove.  I 
itnl  persuaded  a  te^otx  of  ihe  various  talks  which  I  received  from 
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the  chieft,  would  &ho«r  the  propriety  of  what  I  hste  iaid  to  them; 
such  a  report  I  have  not  a  moment's  time  dow  to  make*  The  Indians 
are  at  this  moment  firing  at  our  camp  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river, 

I  have  the  honor  toi>e, 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

My  or  General  by  brevet^  commanding. 

Xo  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War y 
Washington  city. 


Talk  to  Indian  Chiefs  and  Warriors. 

Chiefs  and  Warriors; 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  has  beet)  informed  of  the 
murders  and  thefts  committed  by  the  hostile  Indians  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  He  has  authorized  general  Jackson  to  arrest  the  offen- 
ders, and  cause  justice  to  be  done.  The  Indians  have  been  required 
to  deliver  lip  the  murderers  of  our  citizens  and  the  stolen  property; 
but  they  rehised  to  deliver  either.  They  have  had  a  council  at  Mick* 
asukee,  in  which  they  have  determined  upon  war.  They  have  been 
at  war  against  helpless  women  and  children.  Let  them  now  cal- 
culate upon  fighting  men.  We  have  long  known  that  we  had  ene- 
mies east  of  this  river.  We  likewise  know  we  have  some  friends. 
But  they  are  so  mixed  together,  we  cannot  always  distinguish  the 
one  from  the  other.  The  President  wishing  to  do  justice  to  his  red 
Iriends  and  children,  has  given  orders  for  the  bad  to  be  separated 
firom  ibe  good.  Those  who  have  uken  up  arms  against  him,  and 
such  as  have  listened  to  the  bad  talks  of  the  people  beyond  the  s^^ 
must  go  to  Mickasukee  Swanney,  where  we   wish  to  find  thefi^np. 

§  ether.   But  all  those  who  were  our  friends  in  the  war,  will  lit  still  at 
leir  homes  in  peace.     We  will  pay  theni  for  what  com  and  meiat 
they  have  to  sell  to  us.    We  will  be  their  friefids.  and  when  they  are 
hungry  we  wiH  give  them  meat.    The  hostile  party  pretond  to  cal- 
culate upon  help  from  the  British,    They  may  as  #eH  lo«k  fn*  soK 
% 


10  [14] 

diers  from  the  mooD  to  help  them.  Their  warriors  were  beaten  and 
driven  from  our  country  by  American  troops y  The  English  are  not 
able  to  help  themselves;  how  then  should  they  help  the  old  ^Bed 
Sticks,"  whom  they  have  ruined  by  pretended  friendship. 


Spanish  Bluffs  28M  ^avemhcr^  1817. 

SIR, 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  major  Mulhlenberg's  conamuQicatiom 
which  he  directs  me  to  forward  to  you  by  express  from  this  place. 

Mr.  Hamly  informs  me  that  Indians  are  assembling  at  the  junc» 
tion  of  the  river^  where  they  intend  to  make  a  stand  against  those 
vessels  coming  up  the  river;  should  this  be  the  case  I  am  not  able 
to  make  a  stand  against  them.  My  command  does  not  exceed  foi^ 
ty  men,  and  one  hadf  sick  and  without  arms.  I  leave  this  i|Dmedi« 
ately. 

I  am  respectfully^ 

Tour  obedient  servent, 

[Signed]    •  B.  W.  SCOTT^ 

Lieut,  of  inft.  comrn^g.  deiachmmU^ 

Note — ^The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to  three  dollars  on  deliver- 
ing this  letter.  The  Indians  have  a  report  here  the  Indians  have 
beatea  the  white  people. 


Fort  Scott^  ]^&^ember^  1  sir, 

fim, 

The  waters  having  risen  sufficiently  high  to  enable  you  to  as- 
cend the  river  with  all  the  vessels,  I  wish  you  to  do  sOy  though  it 
should' take  longer  than  I  had  anticipated.  Tou  can  avail  yourself  of 
the  aid  of  lieiit«iant  Scott's  deuchmeatf  to  expedite  your  movement 
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hithff.  Keep  yourself  near  to  each  other,  and  should  you  meet  with 
any  insuperable  obstacle,  endeavor  to  apprise  me  thereof^  and  you 
shall  have  additional  relief.  Wishing  to  see  you  soon  with  your 
fleet, 

I  remain  with  great  regard, 

Your  obedient  servent, 

E.  P.  GAINES. 

To  major  Muhlenberg^ 

Commanding  U.  8.  troops^ 

Ascending  the  Jippalachicola  river. 


From  General  E.  P.  GQinca  to  the  Secretary  of  War- 

Head  ^arters^  Ft.  Hawiins^  Georgia y  December  ±5th^  1817. 
SIR, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  the  day  before  yesterday  morning.  In 
the  afternoon  of  tbe  same  day  I  received  the  detachment  of  Georgia 
militia,  under  the  command  of  brigadier  general  Glasscock.  They 
look  well,  and  are  ready  to  march;  but  the  inattention  on  the  part  of 
the  contractoi's  agent,  to  the  requisitions  for  a  supply  of  rations,  will, 
I  apprehend,  according  to  custom,  delay  the  movement  of  the  mili- 
tia, until  some  part  of  the  frontier  settlements  suffer  by  the  Indians; 
who,  I  have  no  doubt  will  detach  considerable  parties  for  this  pur* 
pose^  as  soon  as  they  (iud  themselves  unable  to  succeed  in  any  at- 
tempt against  the  regular  troops  at  Fort  Scott;  and  I  think  it  cannot 
be  long  before  they  are  convinced  of  this*  But  although  I  consider 
the  regular  troops  secure  in  the  positions  they  occupy^yet  I  am  satis- 
fied their  numbers  will  not  warrant  their  being  detached,  or  leaving 
their  places  of  defence,  except  to  a  very  small  extent. 

I  have  just  now  received  Mr.  Graham's  letter  of  the  2d  instant* 
Tlie  views  of  the  President,  so  far  as  may  depend  on  me,  shall  be 
scrupulously  observed.  I  should  instantly  discharge  the  Georgia 
militia,  were  I  not  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief,  that  such  a  step 
would  haxard  the  safety  of  the  frontier  settlements. 

The  Seminole  Indians,  however  strange  and  absurd  in  must 
Appear  to  those  who  understand  little  of  their  real  character  and  ex» 


trtme  igporance,  tDtertaio  d  ncnion  that  theycanoot  be  beaten  by  our 
troops.  They  confidently  assert  that  we  never  have  beaten  them,  or 
any  of  their  people,  escept  wl>en  we  have  been  aaaieted  by  '^4 
people." 

This  will  appear  the  lest  extraordinary  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  they  have  little  or  no  means  of  knowing;  the  strength  and  re- 
sources of  our  country:  they  have  not  travelled  through  it:  they  read 
neither  books  or  newspapers;  nor  have  they  opportunities  of  convers- 
ing with  persons  able  to  inform  them.  I  feel  warranted,  from  afl  I 
know  of  these  savages,  ia  saying,  they  do  not  believe  we  can  beat 
them* 

This  error  of  theirs  has  led  them,  from  time  to  time,  for  many 
years  past,  to  massacre  our  frontier  citizens,  often  the  unofiendiDg 
•and  helpless  mother  and  babes. 

I  felt  myself  fully  authorized  to  adopt  the  only  measures,  which 
long  experience  has  proven  to  be  adequate  to  put  a  stop  to  these  out- 
rages. I  was  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  being  instrumental  in  ef- 
fecting an  object  of  so  much  importance  to  our  exposed  frontier  set- 
dements,  and  which  I  felt,  and  still  feel  persuaded,  would,  in  the  end, 
benefit  the  Indians. 

The  steps  I  have  taken  are  known  to  the  Department  of  War. 

Toucan  more  readily  conceive  than  I  describe  the  mortificatioo 
and  disappointment  I  have  experienced  in  being  compelled  to  sus- 
pend 6r  siLbandon  my  measures,  at  a  moment  when  the  loss  of  lieut. 
Scott  and  his  party  had  just  given  the  enemy  an  occasion  of  triumph, 
and  a  certain  prospect  of  increasing  his  strength,  by  enlisting  against 
us  all  who  had  betpre  wavered  or  hesitated.  Permit  me  then  to  re- 
peat my  request,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  reti^rn. 

There  is  little  ground  to  apprehend,  that  we  shall  find  it  neces* 
sary  to  follow  the  Indians  far  beyond  the  national  boundary.  They 
are  now  to  be  found  in  very  considerable  parties  on  our  side  of  the 
bne.  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  sending  to  Flint  river, 
by  the  way  of  Hartford,  the  detachment  of  militia  under  Gen.  Glass- 
cock. My  endeavors  to  put  the  detachment  in  motion,  will  delay  my 
dwn  movement  until  the  17th  instant,  at  which  time  I  shall  resume 
my  march  to  Point  Pctre. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  the  well  informed  of  this  part  of  ihe 
country  (who  have  by  some  means  unknown  to  me  been  advised  of 
our  intention  to  take  Amelia  Island)  that  our  troops  there  will  meet 
with  no  opposition.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  shall  return  to  Fort 
Scott  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  &c* 
[Signed]  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

.     ^  ..  .  Mijor  general  cemmandiw. 

the  Honourable  J.  C.  Calboun^ 

Secretary  of  War. 


"^=*=^^^-^g^ -^—^ 
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Extract  tf  letter  from  general  Qeinet  to  the  Setretary  of  War^  dated 
Head  (fuarters^  Bartford,  Ga.  January  9, 181 8, 

SIB, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  my  way  to  this  place^  the  5th 
instant^  by  express  from  fort  Hawkins,  your  very  acceptable  letters  of 
the  9th  and  16th  of  last  month. 

The  instructions  they  contain  shall  be  regarded  with  the  attention 
which  their  importance  demands. 

I  received  by  the  same  express  several  reports  up  to  the  21st  De- 
cember, from  lieutenant  colonel  Arbuckle,  and  major  Muhlenburg* 
copies  of  which  I  enclose  herewith.  No.  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

By  these  peports,  it  appears  that  the  principal  force  of  the  ene- 
my (between  800  and  1>200)  has  been  assembled  on  the  Apalachicola, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  our  supplies  ordered  up  that  river,  and  that  the 
detachment  with  the  vessels,  has  suffered  severe  annoyance,  and  some 
loss* 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  we  shall  lose  a  vessel,  or  that  any  se- 
rious consequences  to  the  troops  at  fort  Scott,  will  result  from  the  de- 
lay and  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  by  that  channel;  \he  supply  of 
flour  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  present  month,  and  there  is  like- 
wise a  considerable  supply  of  corn  at  the  fort,  and  beef  cattle  in  the 
neighborhood.  Of  salted  pork,  there  can  be  but  little,  until  the  ar- 
rival in  the  river  of  thirty  thousand  rations,  and  with  every  other  re- 
quisite supply,  orderec*  in  the  early  part  of  last  month  from  Mobile, 
and  which  may  be  brought  up  the  river  in  the  covered  ball  proof  boats, 
which  have  been  prepared  for  the  purpose.  But  to  guard  against 
every  untoward  obstacle  in  that  quarter,  1  have  ordered  supplies  from 
this  place  and  fort  Uawkins;  part  of  which  are  now  on  the  way,  and 
will  be  deposited  at  a  work  now  constructing  by  the  detachmentunder 
general  Glasscock,  on  Flint  river,  at  the  Chehuw  village,  sixty  miles 
above  fort  Scott,  whence  the  supples  will  be  taken  in  ball  proof  boats, 
and  I  have  strong  ground  to  believe  they  will  be  at  fort  Scott  by  the 
24th  of  the  present  month,  at  which  time  I  calculated  upon  being 
able  to  concentrate  my  force,  and.8haU  lopse  no  time  in  attempting  a 
decisive  blow,  which  I  trust  will  terminate  the  war. 

I  have  received  information,  that  a  party  of  Indians  entered  the 
setdement  near  Trader^s  hill  a  few  days  past,  killed  a  woman,  and 
took  off  some  three  or  four  negroes.  I  had  previously  ordered  a 
detachment  of  artillery  from  Amelia  Island,  with  two  companies  of 
the  militia  uken  from  general  Floyd's  division,  to  take  post  at  Tra- 
der's hill,  for  the  defence  of  that  settlement.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
the  artillery  arrived  at  the  hill  about  the  time  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted, and  the  militia  soon  after;  and  that  the  Indians  were  pursued. 

The  residue  of  militia  taken  from  general  Floyd's  division,  (five 
companies)  are  ordered  to  this  place  to  reinforce  general  Glasscock's 
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command,  excepting  one' company,  which  will  be  posted  near  the  Big 
Bend  of  Oakmulgee.  The  detachment  under  general  Grlaascock,  de- 
layed by  rainy  weather,  bad  roads,  and  want  of  puuctuality  in  the 
cantractor^s  department,  may  not  be  able  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
United  States'  troops  in  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  before  their 
term  of  service  expires,  which  will  be  early  in  next  naooth.  I  have 
therefore  requested  of  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  this  state,  an 
additional  force  to  assemble  at  this  place  the  1st  of  next  month,  to 
consist  of  four  battalions  of  infantry,  and  four  companies  of  riflemeB, 
for  three  months;  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 


No.  1. 

Colonel  Arbuckle  to  General  Gaines. 

Fort  Scott y  20rA  December^  18 IC* 
SIB, 

Since  the  day  of  your  departure,  I  have*  noC.received  the  least 
information,  except  by  Indians  from  fort  Gaines;  and  I  have  no  in- 
formation whatever  of  the  Greorgia  militia,  or  Mcintosh's  Indians. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  brevet  major  Muhlenburg's 
letter  to  me,  of  the  16th  instant,  which  will  apprize  you  of  his  situa- 
tion. The  armed  boat  I  sent  down  yesterday  under  the  command  of 
captain  Blackston,  with  a  supply  of  fifteen  days  provision,  for  the 
men  on  board  the  vessel,  and  some  materials  to  better  secure  them 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I  had  the  boat  so  altered  as  to  make  her 
convenient  to  carry  forward  an  anchor,  by  which  means  the  vesseb 
will  be  enabled  to  progress  slowly;  and  I  thing  will  reach  this  in  eight 
or  ten  days  unassisted  by  the  wind;  they  are  about  SO  miles  below. 

I  shall  do  every  thing  the  force  under  my  command  will  permits 
without  hazarding  too  much,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
from  the  vessels,  whose  force,  from  the  best  information  1  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  is  between  800  and  1200  Indians  and  negroes,  and  in- 
creasing daily.  On  the  13th  instant^  Hambly  and  Doyle  were  made 
prisoners  by  this  party,  and  I  presume  killed,  and  their  property  of 
every  description  taken  possession  of.  The  chief,  Mr.  Perry  man, 
who  had  gone  down  with  a  party .  to  protect  Hambly  and  Doyle  was 
killed,  and  his  men  forced  to  join  the  opposite  parq^.  All  the  Indians 
on  the  Chattahoochie,  below  fort  Gaines^  who  are  not  disposed  to  go 
to  war,  I  fear  will  be  compelled  to  remove  above  for  security. 

I'he  present  war  with  these  Indians  will  require  a  much  greater 
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fsrce  than  was  contemplated,  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  favorable 
conclusion.  Capechlnnico,  or  the  principal  chief  of  the  Mickasukey 
tovrn,  is  in  command  of  all  the  hostile  Indians. 

I  have  a  large  keel  boat  on  the  stocks,  and  should  I  not  be  de- 
ceived, will  have  her  in  a  condition  for  service  in  twenty  days  at  fur- 
thest; she  will  transport  from  three  to  four  hundred  barrels,  and  will 
be  constmcted  to  navigate  the  Appalachicola  river  with  safety  and 
despatch.  ^ 

In  consequence  of  the  situation  of  our  vessels,  and  the  difficulty 
of  supplyiDg  fort  Hughes,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  recall  the  com- 
mand; during  the  time  captain  Mcintosh  commanded  that  post,  he 
was  surrounded  by  a  large  force,  and  his  arrangements  were  such  as 
to  do  him  much  credit;  he  did  the  enemy  some  injury,  and  had  no 
men  killed  or  wounded. 

There  is  but  about  twenty  days  rations  of  meat  on  hand  at  this 
post*  I  have  sent  the  contractor's  agent  to  fort  Craines  tc  forward 
beef,  and  if  he  should  be  disappointed  there,  have  directed  him  to 
proceed  further. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

[Signed]  M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Lt*  Col.  Commanding* 
Major  Genered  Gaines. 


No.  2. 

Major  Muhlenburg  to  coionel  drbucile. 

J^ear  the  Ochesee  town^  on  the  Jipalachkola  river ^ 

Tuesiay  Evenings  Dec.  16, 181 7. 
SIR, 

On  Monday  morning  the  transporu  were  attacked  by  the  In* 
dians,  from  both  sides  of  the  river,  with  a  heavy  fire  of  small  arms. 
We  returned  their  fire:  the  firing  has  continued  ever  since*  We  have 
lost  two  killed,  and  thirteen  wounded,  most  of  them  severely;  whe'« 
ther  we  have  injured  them  any,  I  am  unable  to  say.  We  are  now 
compelled  to  remain  here,  as  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  carry  out  a 
warp,  as  a  man  cannot  show  himself  above  the  bulwark,  without  be- 
ing fired  on.     I  can  assure  you,  that  our  present  situation  is  not  thb 
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most  {ileasa&tt  not  knowing  how  soon,  or  whether  we  are  to  receive 
ducconr  fix>m  i^ve . 

The  wounded  are  in  but  a  bad  situation,  owing  to  the  vessel  be- 
ing much  crowded,and  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  any  ways  com- 
fortable on  board.  Not  having  any  other  means  to  communicate  to 
you,  I  am;compelled  to  despatch  the  keel  bostt,  under  the  coamnand 
of  captain  Clinch,  with  instructions,  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to 
£>rt  Scott. 

*    I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon,with  in8tructions,how  I  am  to  pro- 
ctedin  my  present  situation. 

With  respect,  &c» 

[Signed]        P.MUHLENBUB6, 

Brevet  Mq/or. 

P.  S.  We  have  but  a  few  days  provision  on  hand;  the  men  have 
been  on  half  idlowance  some  time. 


No.  3. 

Colonel  Arbtwkk  to  general  Gaines* 

Fort  Scott f  December  21,  I8ir. 
SIR, 

Since  closing  my  letter,  the  keel  boat  arrived  from  the  vessels 
below,  with  some  wounded. 

Major  Muhlenburg  states,  it  is  impossible  for  the  vessels  to  get 
up,  the  shore  being  lined  on  both  sides  of  the  iriver,  with  Indians  and 
negroes,  who  keep  up  a  constant  fire  on  them.  He  has  determined, 
if  the  boat  does  not  return  to  him  this  evening, 'to  drop  down,  and  try 
to  get  to  the  bay.  The  boat  witt  leave  this,  under  the  command  of 
major  Twiggs,  at  12  o'clotk,  today,  and  will  reach  them  by  sun 
down,  provided,  it  is  not  interrupted  in  its  descent. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  up  an  intercourse  with  tbein,  (bj  means 
of  the  keel  boat)  «ntil  we  can  get  the  ammunition  from  oq  bfkrA; 
and  in  the  last  extremity,  they  will  be  compelled  to  drop  down  to  the 
bay,  in  doiag  which,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will  suffer  severely. 

You  have  herewith,  a  copy  of  brevet  major  Muhlenbur^s  letter 
of  the  19th  insU  He  appears  dissatisfied  that  more  has  not  been 
done  for  his  relief;  in  this,  nothing  shaU  be  omitted  that  the  forct; 
here  can  effect. 
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Should  I  attempt  to  inarch  against  the  enemy,  wkh  all  the  ferce 
here,  with  the  intention  of  removing  him  from  the  river,  I  am  confi- 
dent I  should  not  succeed,  and  at  best,  would  sustain  a  very  consider- 
able loss. 

Men,  and  means  of  every  description,  are  greatly  wanting  hete, 
and,  should  any  misfortune  happen  to  the  vessels,  We  have  nothatfn 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  not  a  single  stand  of  spare  arms. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  you,  ^incc  your  departure^ 


I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 
[S'rgned]  M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Li.  CoL  commanding. 


Maj.  grru  )Ei.  P.  Gainea. 


JWrc;  Ochesee  Town,  December  19,  \^i%. 

SIB, 

Tours  by  c:iptain  Blackston,  was  received  at  12  oVlock,  this 
moraingf  and  was  in  hopes,  that  you  would  have  been  able  to  af- 
ford some  relief  to  the  command,  as  our  situation  demanded  that 
something  should  have  been  done  immediately.  That  we  are  not 
able  to  progress,  is  evident,  as  we  have  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  tind  therefore,  impracticable  to  carry  out  a  warp.  Had 
we  not  heard  from  you  by  the  keel  boat,  this  morning,  it  wa«  decided, 
that  we  should  have  attempted  to  return  to  the  b^ay,  this  evening.  I 
shall  now  despatch  the  keel  boat,  under  the  conunand  of  lieut.  Gray, 
and  try  to  retain  our  present  position,  until  the  night  of  the  21st. 

In  case  we  should  not  hear  from  you,  or  be  reinforced  by  land, 
we  shall  make  the  attempt  to  reach  the  bay.  For  further  particulars^ 
1  refer  yon  to  lieut.  Gray. 

With,  respect,  fcc. 

[Signed]  P.  MUHLENBURO, 

Major. 

U.  OoL  Jrhuckle. 
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(Copy.) 

General  E.  P.  Gatnea  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Head  qtiarters,  Hartford^  Georgia^  ^Zd  January^  1818« 

I  hav«  ^nis  day  received  from  licut.  coi.  Arbucklc,  reports  of 
the  state  of  his  command  up  to  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  and 
from^  tirig.  gen.  Glascock  up  to  yesterday's  date,  co^iies  of  which  1 
ftave  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  No.  1,  to  6. 

By  these  communications  you  will  perceive  that  whatever  has 
been,  or  can  be,  said  of  the  desire  of  the  Seminole  Indians  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  make  peace,  there  is  in  reality,  no  prospect  of 
peace,  without  beating  them  into  a  conviction  of  the  danger  and  evil 
effects  of  a  war  with  us;  and  I  feel  persuaded,  that  a  peace  made  with 
them  at  this  time,  would  be  followed  by  scenes  of  more  daring  out« 
rage  than  these  which  Our  frontier  settlements  have  heretofore  suf- 
fered. 

I  have  learned  from  an  officer  lately  at  Fort  Hawkins,  that  there 
is  in  the  postoflice  at  that  place,  a  letter  from  the  Department  of 
War  to  major  general  Jackson.  The  hope  of  seeing  him,  and  ascer- 
taining his  views  upon  the  subject  of  our  operations  in  this  quarter, 
and  to  provide  for  supplying  the  additional  detachment  of  militia,  or- 
dered to  this  place,  I  have  delayed  my  movement  to  Fort  Scott,  on* 
til  i  see  or  hear  from  the  general,  or  from  the  War  Department. 

1  have,  Sir,  &c. 
[Signed]  EDMUND  P.  GAINES-^ 

Honorable  J.  C.  Calhoun^  Secretary  of  War. 


(Copy.) 

Fort  Scott,  27th  December^  1817. 


SIB, 


Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
froin  captain  Irvine.  Can  the  information  given  by  the  lodiaii  ex^ 
press  be  true?  The  «rmed  boat  returned  from  the  vessels  in>the  4^ 
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]Uilachicola  river  yesterday,  and  although  they  have  not  progressed 
much,  I  was  greatly  gratified  to  be  informed  that  no  men  had  been 
killed  or  wounded  on  board  of  them,  except  those  I  informed  you  of 
in  my  communications  of  the  SOth  and  2l8t  instant* 

I  consider  the  situation  of  those  vessels  much  more  nnft  tham 
when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  and  have  little  doubt  I  shall  have  them  here 
in  ten  days  from  this  time,  or  if  not,  I  can  unload  them  with  saifety 
below,  and  have  them  returned  to  the  bay. 

I  have  had  no  information  respecting  the  Georgia  militia,  Ot" 
Mcintosh  and  his  Indians,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  enclosed* 

Ihave  heard  of  provisions  being  on  the  way  from  Fott  flaw* 
kins,' or  have  I  received  a  line  from  you  since  ymir  departure  fre^ti 
this  post. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed,)  M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Lt.  Col  Commanding 

Major  General  E.  P.  Qaines^  Bt.  Mary^s,  Georgia. 


Extract  of  a  letferfrom  capt.  Robert  Irvin^  to  coL  Jkrbuckk^  dated 

Fort  Gaines^  23d  December^  1817. 

SIR, 

Tou  are  anxious  to  know  of  the  movements  of  the  militia  and 
Indians.  I  will  give  you  what  I  have  heard  on  that  subject;  it  was 
brought  from  fort  Mitchell  by  an  Indian  on  express;  he  received  it 
from  Sam  Sells,  direct  from  tort  Hawkins.  He  states  that  the  miliua 
were  to  leave  the  agency  on  lasf  l^ursday;  no  word  of  them  yet. 
He  stated  that  there  was  considerable  confusion  amongst  them  aboat 
marching,  and  that  some  had  refused  to  march;  and  that  the  agent 
had  told  the  Indians  that  general  Oaines  had  no  business  to  go  to  the 
Indian  towns,  and  fire  on  them  in  the  night;  that  he  had  acted  like 
the  Indians  themselves  in  doing  so.  Mcintosh  had  come  as  far  as 
fort  Mitchell  on  his  way,  and  the  agept  had  sent  him  home,  and  told 
him  to  meet  him  at  the  agency  for  a  talk  in  SO  days,  18  of  which  yet 
remains;  and  that  he  should  not  move  until  the  general  government 
shall  give  the  order.  This  I  expect  is  the  caae;  for  they  haye  sent 
Otb  Uaijo  a  talk;  that  he  was  d^ing  wrong  to  be  in  service  isi  this 
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coimtry,  tfllthe  agent  should  ^Te  him  orders.  He  fuitiierttateftltetf 
the  agent  had  sent  a  talk  to  Seminola«  to  the  chiefs  to  naeet  him,  wad 
he  woald  make  peace  for  them,  and  the  white  people  should  faave^ 
satisfaction  for  what  was  done;  this  is  the  news  here,  as  it  fespei^ 
the  Indians.  I  am  induced  to  believe  they  are  not  coming.  Xo* 
thing  new  heie  since  you  heard  from  this  post.  After  all  that  I  fatye 
said  to  the  citizens,  they  are  going  from  the  fort  to  their  housea. 
General  Gaines  directed  me  to  send  you  the  census  of  the  people  ft 
ibis  post;  a  few  days  since  there  were  285  persons  in  the  fort,  60  of 
which  have  left  it.  The  general  directed  me  to  have  a  large  com 
bouse  built  for  the  reception  of  the  peoples  corn;  J  have  done  bo,  but 
they  have  no  disposition  to  do  so.  I  am  constantly  advising  the  peo» 
pie  to  secure  their  provisions;  but  they  will  not  take  advise,  till  it 
will  be  too  late.  So  soon  as  they  are  down  with  the  schooner,  I 
afaall  expect  a  visit  in  this  neighborhood;  six  will  be  sufficient  to  des- 
troy all  the  com  in  this  pittt  of  the  country,  as  it  all  remains  at  the 
peoples  houses,  without  any  protection. 

"Our  Indian  report  here  says,  that  Mr.  Arbuthnot's  son  is  with 
the  Indians,  giving  them  instructions,  and  that  it  was  his  doings  that 
Doyle  and  Hambly  were  taken;  they  state  that  he  is  with  KenMjai 
and  that  his  orders  was  to  take  them  to  him.  The  chiefs  below  here, 
sent  word  to  those  above,  that  they  have  heard  that  they  were  ia  tkir 
white  peoples  service^  and  that  they  will  pay  them  a  visit  after  a  littk, 
and  reward  them  for  their  conduct.  Finding  that  those  above  are 
not  coming  down  soon,  they  are  constantly  alarn>ed  for  fear  they  will 
fall  on  them. 


Camfi  Cummingt  iOth  January^  1818, 
Major  general  E.  P.  Gai/i^, 

SIR, 

Yours  of  the  Sfh  is  just  received,  and  I  am  extremely  grati- 
fied  0^  hearing  of  your  arrival  at  Hartford,  as  I  already  feel  consider* 
ably  relieved.  The  many  difficulties  which  have  occurred  since  you 
left  us,  from  contractors,  and  together  with  the  want  of  experience, 
I  can  assure  3rou  has  caused  me  to  feel  the  responsibility  attached  to 
my  command|  but  with  your  instructions,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  now 
be  able  to  get  on. 

Wt:  are  now  encamped  about  four  miles  from  fort  Blackshear,  oa 
a  yety  henutiful  and  commanding  spot,  with  a  considerable  creek  tm  , 
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each  side,  about  four  miles  distance;  neither  of  which  can  be  clmsed 
-with  wagons.  A  bridge  was  erected  over  the  One  in  our  rear,  but  it 
is  entirely  gone;  so  soon  as  the  one  in  our  front  falls  sufficiently,  it 
will  be  bridged.  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  roads  re* 
paired,  which  will  be  done  immediately.  Upolicha,  a  confidential  ] 
Indian,  has  just  arrived  with  a  talk  from  Conard,  the  purport  of  which 
IS  as  follows:  he  states  that  since  the  principal  chief  left  home  for  the 
agency,  the  whole  of  the  property  of  one  of  them  was  taken  off  by 
some  of  the  Fowl  Town  Indians,  and  that  Conard  is  considerably 
alarmed  for  his  own  property.  He  has  advised  to  be  on  our  guard, 
particularly  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Soldiers  strollixtg  frpm  the  camp^ 
which,  for  fear  of  danger,  will  be  attended  to.  We  have  not  now  on 
hand  ten  bushels  of  corn,  and  Baockman  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  be 
dangerous  again  to  go  to  the  Chehaw;  in  consequence  of  which,  I 
have  with  his  particular  request,  sent  him  with  this  ejcpres^  I  must 
refer  you  to  him  for  further  information,  as  to  the  com  and  provi- 
sions to  be  procured  in  the  nation. 

I  am  almost  fearful  when  I  reflect  for  a  moment,  that  the  time  of 
service  for  which  this  detachment  has  hf  f  n  ratirri  xmy.  wilLrTpirr  hc> 
fore  your  object  can  be  accomplished;  as  the  officers,  with  afew^eih* 
cepttons,  are  governed  by  the  men,  and  not  the  men  hy  the  officers; 
I  am  in  hopes  however,  that  should  your  object  be  not  accomplished 
by  the  first  of  next  months  I  shall  be  able  to  render  you  an  essential 
service  by  volunteers  from  my  command,  should  it  be  deemed 
necessary;  I  will  however  have  a  personal  interview  with  you  on  the 
subject,  on  your  arrival  at  ou^  camp. 

Not  having  calculated  on  moving  from  this  place  for  six  or  se- 
ven days  for  want  of  provisions,  be.  I  gave  a  furlough  to  captain 
Melvin;  should  you  deem  it  necessary  for  us  to  move  before  that 
time,  I  would  be  glad  that  he  would  return. 

I  am  yours  with  respect  and  esteem, 

[Signed]  THOMAS  GLASCOCK. 

Brig,  geiu  com,  D.  G.  M.  V.  8.  8. 


Ceder  Creek^  b  o^clock^  22dJan.  1818. 

I  was  ordered  this  morning  by  general  Glascock,  to  take  five 
men,  and  proceed  immediately  to  meet  captain  Leigh,  who  was  pack- 
ed from  Hartford  with  provbions.  I  procefded  imiMdiately,  and  met 
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htm  abcrat  two  miles  od  the  east  side  of  the  ereek;  aod  cajitainSjmhi 
five  men,  aad  myself,  proceeded  on  to  Blacksheard's  woviratiiia^jm^ 
erable  hasten  when  we  reached  the  creek,  we  made  a  hiSt  to  fiar  W  t 
pack  which  was  likely  to  fall  before  we  crossed;  during  this  siay^  cig^ 
tain  Leigh  and  a  private  of  captain  Avery's  company,  by  th^  nafliKe^ 
Samuel  SofttSf  started  to  cross;  I  called  lo  the  captain,  alid  obi^^l^|| 
that  he  was  probably  going  into  danger;  he  replied,  not  idtt  niy  f^itT 
and  self  had  crossed  not  more  than  half  an  hour  before.  J  proqec^ 
ed  and  accompanied  by  this  man  Lofus;  they  hid  not  gotten  colif^ 
across  the  creek,  when  they  were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  lodiaos^^ 
number  I  suppose  to  be  about  twenty  or  thirty  from  the  report  4|f 
dieir  guns,  and  both  shot  dead  on  the  spot.  I  immediately  rod^bid 
and  ordered  the  provisions,  together  with  cornet  Isaac  Brown's  eom« 
mand,  consisting  of  twenty  men,  to  a  corner  of  general  BlackaheardH 
old  work,  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  when  we  took  shelter,  in  a 
smcdl  breast  work,  determined  to  secure  the  provisions  if  possible. 
This  was  the  only  alternative,  as  they  were  planted  in  the  swamp 
which  was  at  least  one  hundred  yards  across,  and  I  not  having  more 
than  27  men  under  my  command  with  guns.  When  we  complex 
our  work,  capuin  Sunther  and  Mr.  Bridges  proceeded  down  At 
creek,  in  order  to  make  their  way  across  to  the  army,  that  general 
Glascock  might  be  informed  of  the  mnrder,  and  be  reinforced.  That 
reinforcement  has  just  reached  our  works,  commanded  by  major  Jo- 
seph Morgan;  I,  with  captain  DannieI1y*s  company  will  proceed  with 
the  provisions  to  the  army,  and  major  Morgan  will  pursue  the  frail. 

I  hope,  sir,  as  this  was  written  by  9,  torch*  that  you  will  excuse 
and  correct  apy  mistake. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servaqt, 

'  [Signed]  FRANKLIN  E.  HEARD. 

Brig.  Major. 


(Copy.) 
Utad  Quarters f  Hartford^  Geo.  Jan.  26, 181 S. 

SI^, 

In  obtdieaoe  to  your  order  to  me  of  the  2d  inst.  I  proceeded, 
tp  Siu^nns^f  when  10  my  great  mortifioatiOttf  I  found  the  di 
tb  further  advtoc«d  it^  wbeii  the  oilier  first  taaucd  froai  the  ] 
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tlVe  Department.  In  a  conference  with  lieut.  coK  Marshall,  I  learnt 
that  the  draught  has  been  made*  but  that  a  number  of  desertions  had 
aince  taken  place,  whkh,  with  forty  seven  determined  from  dut;^,  have 
reduced  the  quota  one  half,  and  that  he  knows  of  no  steps  that  can  be 
adopted,  (without  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  civil  law)  to  cause  their 
attendance  ai  the  gtrneral  rendezvous,  if  they  refused  to  go,  which 
they  do  almost  unanimously.  The  draughts  from  the  S5ih  regiment, 
have  progressed  further  in  their  proportions  for  the  service;  though 
I  was  informed  by  lieutenant  colonel  Harrison,  that  it  would  be  some 
days  before  they  could  leave  their  homes,  as  an  inquiry  into  exemp- 
tion, atid  a  second  draught  would  be  necessary  to  fill  their  ranks. 

On  my  leaving  Savannah,  colonel  Ma-^shall  assured  me  that  as 
soon  as  a  second  draught  had  been  eifected*  and  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments made  for  their  movement,  he  would  address  to  me  a  report  to 
thai  effect  at  fort  Hawkins,  which  has  not  been  received;  and  I  am  left 
to  conclude  that  the  arrangemenis  referred  to  have  not  been  carried 
into  effect.  Captain  Russell  reported  to  me,  that  he  was  prepared  to 
furnish  the  transportation  neceyary  for  their  movement,  if  it  should 
be  required. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

[Signad]  CLINTON  WRIGHT, 

Maj.  U.  8,  Army. 
Mqj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Omnes. 


Fort  Mitchell,  30th  December j  1817. 

MY  FRIEND, 

The  messenger  which  was  sent  to  tUe  Mackasookeis,ha3 
returned  with  an  answer  to  our  talk.  I1ie  Mackasookeis  say  it  was 
not  them  that  began  the  war;  they  were  sitting  down  in  peace,  and 
the  white  people  came  on  them  in  the  night  and  fired  on  them.  The 
Mackasookeis  are  all  sitting  down  in  their  town,  and  doing  no  mis* 
chief,  and  waiting  to  see  if  the  white  people  will  make  peace  with 
th^m.  The  people  that  shot  at  the  boat  and  killed  all  the  white  peo- 
ple, were  the  old  Red  Sticks^  from  the  upper,  town,  them  that  turned 
nostil^s  last  war.  The  man  that  was  sent  to  the  Mickasookeis  (Ho* 
poia^^Baija)  with  a,  peace  talk,  met  the  Maickaaookeit  at  the  halfway 
\  coming  with  a  peace  talk  to  us. 
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Mr.  HamUy  and  Mr.  Doyle  were  taken  prisoners.  JBopoiaAijo 
saw  them.  Susteimagu  Chepeo  has  gone  to  release  to^as,  and  cwty 
them  to^the  fort  at  St.  Marks. 

I  have  sent  you  this  litde  talk  now;  our  meeting  that  youap- 
pointed  will  soon  be»  and  then  every  thing  will  be  made  straight 
The  Chehaws  have  received  two  letters  from  the  army,  and  they  h«l 
no  body  to  read  them,  and  they  dont  know  the  contents,  and  widitkc 
army  could  be  stopped  until  our  meeting  is  over. 

[Signed]  TUSTENNAGU  HOP0I0» 

HOPEl  HAIJO. 


Head  ^uarterSy  Hortfvrdf  Ga,  January  30,  I8I8. 

SIR, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  letters  of  the  26ih 
December,  and  16th  of  the  present  month,  the  first  having  foOowed 
me  from  Amelia  Island. 

I  have  for  some  months  past  endeavored  to  inform  myself  of 
the  topography  of  the  country,  between  the  Appaiachicola  and  St 
Johns,  but  have  received  only  the  apparently  imperfect  accounts  of 
some  half  blooded  blacks  and  Indians,  as  to  the  western  part  of  that 
tract  of  country.  The  eastern  part  is  well  known  to  maoy  of  the  io-  , 
habitants  of  this  state,  with  whom  I  have  conversed.  From  AmeBa 
Island  to  the  Lochway,  the  country  is  for  the  most  part  what  is  htrt 
called  pine  barren  nearly  level,  intersected  with  creeks  and  ponds 
bordered  in  many  places  with  rich  hammock  land,  which  increases  in 
quantity  and  quality  as  you  approach  the  Lochway  towns*  f^fXMt 
thence  to  St.  Mark's  and  Appaiachicola,  the  hammock  land  is  ^MiaS 
In  very  considerable  bodies;  much  the  largest  portion  of  the  coiutt^ 
however  is  poqr,  sandy,  pine  barren.  The  hammock  lands  afford 
great  quantities  of  live  oak,  some  cedar,  and  other  valuable  tirabef. 
There  are  several  large  swamps  on  the  route  between  the  liochwOT 
and  St.  Marks,  which,during  a  season  of  rainy  weathtr,are  impnutt* 
cable  without  the  aid  of  boats;  but  the  country  being  generally  opcB| 
will  admit  of  good  roads  when  the  weather  is  moderately  dry. 

I  have  not  a  doubt  but  the  army  may  march  with  coosidetabie 
facility  from  the  Appaiachicola  to  St.  Johns,  or  Amelia  Island^  mik 
the  aid  of  a  few  vessels  to  send  provisions,  &c<  from  fort  Scott  dova 
the  river,  and  thence  coaa\.V\%^  lo  xV^t^  Titf^>x\!ix  ^€  vhe  Sawani^  mtr« 
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150  mHek  cast  of  the  A^ppalachlcpla,  and  about  140  miles  We^t  S.  Jr. 
ttotn  Amelia  Island.  The  last  mentioned  distance,  may  be  mf^rphei^ 
in  eight  da^s,  without  wagons  br  baggage,  the  troops  carrying  their 

f^i^n  provisions  in  their  haversacks.  A.  movement  from  Amelia 
sland,  by  the  way  of  StJ^Johns  and  Lochway,as  you  Ijavc  suggested, 
Ivouldy  t 'think,  produce  the  desired  effect^  in  co-operation  with  thcf 
tiroops  frbiii  fort  Efcott.  iTpon  this  subject  I  shall  confer  with  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  division. 

By  a  letter  from  major  Bankheadf  dated  the  17th  of  this  month, 
I  learn  that  two  thousand  Spanish  troops  are  reported  to  have  arrived 
at  St.  Augustine.  Although  little  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  re- 
port received  by  major  Bankhead;  yet,  whether  it  be  true  or  not  I  am 
satisfied  his  comniand  (220  men)  is  quite  too  small  to  admit  of  any 
deuchment,  other  than  that  at  Trader's  Hill.  There  should  indeea, 
be  not  less  than  this  number  stationed  at  and  in  the  immediate  vicioii 
ity  of  the  Hill;  and  a  much  greater  number  upon  the  frontier  between 
that  point  and  this.  By  a  letter  from  W.  Harris,  esq.  of  Telfair,  I 
am  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  killed  a  Mr.  Daniel  Dikes  and 
his  family,  a  few  duys  past^  on  the  St.  Tilla,  forty  miles  from  the 
town  of  Jackson,  Telfair  court  house.  I  immediately  detached  a 
troop  of  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  and  at  the  same  time  sent 
out  a  detachment  of  infantry,  to  reconnoiter  the  oountryand  to  secure 
l\\fi  intermediate  frontier  from  a  similar  outrage. 

Accompanying  this,  I  enclose  a  monthly  return  of  the  detachment 
of  Georgia  militia  under  brigadier  general  Glascock,  which  was  re* 
ceived  not  until  this  day.  I  had  confidently  believed  diat  the  proper 
returns  of  this  detachment  had  heen  duly  forwardied  by  major  Nicks, 
who  mustered  and  inspected  the  same,  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector . 
general's  office. 

With  extreme  regret  I  have  to  stat^,  that  the  expected  co-opera« 
tion  on  the  part  of  that  detachment  'has  entirely  failed.  An  attempt 
to  obtain  volunteers  to  continue  in  service  until  the  arrival  of  the  de« 
tachment  fN)m  major  general  Fjoyd'a  division,  produced  but  forty 
men.  The  enclosed  report  of  jnajor  Wright,  assistant  adjutant  gen* 
eral,  contains  a  discouraging  picture  of  that  detachment.  It  cannot 
be  expected  at  thi^  ]]|ace  before  the  iOth  pf  n'e:j[t  month,  nor  is  it  pro- 
bable that  more  ^an>250  or  300,  out  of  the  500f  called  for  ^  be  got 
intoservke. 

The  enclosed  papers  No.  1  to  4,  contain  copies  of  my  last  contvB* 
pondeiice  with  contractor's  agent. 

The  acting  qiiarter  m^ter,  lieutenant  Keiseir,  has  purchased  the 
^eater  p^art  oi^hi^  prpvisipn  issued  duripg  the  pri^ent  month,  and  is 
DOW  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  thirty  thousand  rations,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  now  on  the  way  to  fort  Scott,  by  the  way  of  Flint 
rifcr*  To  pay  for  these  supplies,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
.|>pihrowingtjcn  thousand  dollars  from  the  governor  of  Georgia,  upon 
A  proisiise  to  replace  the  amount  in  three  months  frpm  the  ^d  in^. 
I  hfd  taken  the  liberty  to  tend  to  Augusta  a  draft  upon  the  D^part^ 
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flient  of  War  for  fifteen  thousaiid  dollan,  bbft  comld  not  obtain  aooef 
on  the  draft  without  sufFering  a  discount  of  2|  per  cent,  whidi  wu 
totally  inadmissible* 

Hie  fifteen  thousand  dollars  forwarded  by  your  order  being  it- 
quired  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation,  for  which  this  sum  wil 
be  insufficient,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollai^,  on  account  of  the  supply  of  radons  (o 
be  forwaided  to  his  excellency  governor  Rabun^  to  replace  that  lOflP 
advanced  by  him» 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Most  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servent^ 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

The  honorable  John  C.  Cathoun^ 

Secretary  cf  War. 


No.  I. 

Bead  quarters^  Hdrtfird  COa.JJan.  t3,  f  818. 

SIR, 

I  have  received  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  70U  hare 
some  rations  ^*on  the  way,**  but  you  do  not  state  where,  or  in  wte 
quantities  they  are  to  be  fouifd.    Let  me  be  informed  upon  thb  sub- 
^ject  without  delay. 

Having  been  informed  t>y  brigadier  General  Glascock  that  he 
has  not  been  regufaorly  supplied  witn  rations  by  you;  that  H4&  had  ad- 
vanced you  88000  to  purdiase  pork  for  the  detachment  of  Geonis 
'  militia  under  his  command,  (which  I  directed  you  to  forward  to  mit 
place,  for  that  detachment,)  I  learn  that  you  have  not  complied  wiA 
my  requisition  or  order;  Aould  this  apparent  neglect  reauun  loBgcr 
unezpbuned,'  your  continuance  as  contractor's  agent,  or  as  auder  ww 
in  the  limits  of  my  command,  will  be  no  longer  tolerated* 
Tour  most  obedibnt  servant, 

[Signed]  £.P.aAINEfr 

Major  General  Comwumdkf* 
CapuOnO.W.CalEM^ 

Coniractoi^M  Agttii^  TsrtBowl&ns^^twr^ 
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No.  2. 

Fort  Scott^  i%th  Jan.  18U. 
SIB, 

On  the  16tfi  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  ar^ 
rival  of  the  vessels  in  charge  of  brevet  major  Muhlenburg,  and  to 
enclose  to  yon  the  resignation  of  ist  lieutenant  Sharp  of  the  corps  df 
artillery,  die  acceptance  of  which  I  recommended  on  account  of  his 
intempen^e  habits:  since  that  period  liautenant  Johnson  of  the  same 
icorps,  has  tendered  his  resignauon,  which  is  Karewith  enclosed.  I 
would  also  recommend  that  his  wish  to  )eave  the  service  should  be 
gratified,  as  his  conduct  in  a  skirmish  with  the  In4iaas  some  time 
since  was  not  such  as  to  evidence  i^is  being  weU  (qualified  for  the  pro* 
fession  of  arms.  I  have  peripitMtd  him  and  lieutenant  Sharp  to  bie 
absent  until  the  accepunce  of  their  resignations  may  be  published, 
unless  otherwise  ordered;  i|nd  herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  lieuteo* 
ant  Sharp's  letter  of  resignation. 

Oti  the  4th  instiiQt  I  crossed  the  Flint  river,  about  fourteen 
miles  above  this  post,  i^pd  proceeded  to  Fowl  town  which  had  been 
destro}'ed.  I  burnt  it,  and  on  the  next  day  arrived  at  Allapulges,  a 
small  town  about  fourteen  miles  south  east  of  f  his  post;  it  had  also 
been  abandoned,  and  the  cattle  and  ^V^cY  pf  ^ve|ry  kind^  removed  as 
had  been  the  case  at  Fowl  town.  I  am  ififprme4  ^'^7 14^^  goi^e  to  or 
beyond  the  Oaklocny  river,  there  to  p|^ce  their  if  oqf^en  ^obA  PFPPf  >^ 
in  greater  security,  and  better  prepare  thcnsselves  fc^  war.  They 
continue  to  have  considerable  inj^erpourse  wnh  the  Ihdi{|n^  on  the 
Chattahoochie,  many  of  whom  ^ere  with  them,  and  assisted  in  the 
destruction  of  lieutepant  j^ptt  and  his  party,  and  in  tl^e  ^^^ck  on  our 
vessels  asceiading  thf!  river,  under  the  copamand  of  brevet  major 
If  uhlenb^rgy  You  have  hccewith  a  copy  of  k  letteir  from  Mr.  Irvin, 
«omman4i|ig  at  Fort  Gaines.  I  cannot  believe  ^p  information  it  con- 
tains; yet  I  lui^c  been  informed  a  few  days  since  that  the  Indians  on 
the  Chatti^hoochie,  below  Fort  Gaines,  hay^  received  informatkm 
from  the  agent  for  the  Creek  nation,  thsit  they  are  to  use  their  plea^ 
aore  in  joining  uf  as  we  are  the  aggressors;  but  feif  of  them  require 

Katinduce||iyenttoactinthewar,but  fljiost  if,  on  our  side,  and 
luU  tiie  war  iritk  the  fjower  Creeks  terminate  on  the  terms  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Irwfn,  it  will  be  risking  l^ut  Utde  to  say  the  peace  will 
be  of  short  diiration. 

The  ferce  of  i^is  place  is  much  too  small  to  advaope  against  Ae 
enemy,  and  I  have  not  received  the  least  information  of  the  Geoi|;ia 
.  Bulitia  <x  Mcintosh's  ladbns,  except  what  u  contmned  in  Mr.  |rvii^*s 
letter,  or  p  )ine  frwi  general  Gaines  since  his  departure. 


I  haveimt  about  two  day's  rations  of  meat^  and  sometiiing  up^ 
wards  of  thirty  day^s  rations  of  flour  on  hand,  and  without  advice  of 
additional  supplies  being  on  the  way;  and  should  capcaiu  Birch,  who 
is  now  at  Foirt  Gaines  (with  a  command  of  one  hundred,  aod  twenty 
men)  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  beef,  not  succeed,  and  the  contrac- 
tor's agents  persist  in  neglecting  their  duty,  much  longer,  the  con* 
sequences  must  be  greatly  disasterous  to  the  troops  and  the  iohabi* 
tants  of  the  Chattahoochie.  I  have  sent  captain  Cummings  to  t^e 
bay  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information,  should  any  vessel  ar- 
rive there  witn  provisioD,  and  will  do  aH  in  my  power  to  inraiDtaia 
sny  position;  yet  1  do  greatly  tear  my  best  exertions  to  do  so  will  fail. 
I  detached  a  sergeant. and  four  mounted  men  on  express  to  Fort  Il^w* 
kinSfOn  the  21st  ultimo,  and  have  not  since  heard  of  of  theau  I 
shall  write  to  the  Creek  agent  by  the  present  opportunity,  atid  enclose, 
tahima  copy  of  Mr^Jrvin's  leuer. 

I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed  M.  ARBUCKLEv 

Lieut.  CoL  7th  Infu  Cammd. 

Jiijyor  GeneralJindrew  Jacks on^ 

Comdiqndtng  Southern  Bmaion^ 
,    J^Tashvilie.  Tennessee. 

W.  B.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  letter  h-om  gcn- 
e)«al , Gaines,  dalk^d  oh  thcf  20th  ultimo  at  I(artford.  '  I1ic  contractor's 
aeent  in  that  quarter  I  am  informed  has'  failed,  and  the  militia  are 
npw  about  ninety  iuilcis  above  this,  badly  supplied  with  provisions/ 
Captain  Birch  has  informed  me  that  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  thirty  or 
forty  headof  beef  cattle  at  Fort  Gaines.  Be  will  be  compelled  to  take 
tl^eifi  a^'the  people  refuse  to  sell. 


|Ul 


No.  a. 

Eartfordf  January  24, 1818* 


Mdjn  gen.  E.  F.  Gaines^ 
SIR, 


Tour  comtnaaication  of  the  12ch  is  received:  to  the  several  sub- 
jccts  therein  referred,  and  to  6thers  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  as  via: 
The  rations  reported  to  have  been  on  hand,  were  at  fort  Hawkinsi 
Creek  Agency,  fort  Mitchell,  and  fort  Gkiines;  estimated  at  fort  Haw- 
kins, say,  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  rations  of  pork  and  be^f,  and  of 
flour,  four  or  five  thousand  rations;  at  the  Agency,  nine  thousand  ra- 
tions of  flour,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  smaller  parts;  at 
fort  Mitchell,  ten  thousand  rations  of  flour,  with  a  very  small  quanti- 
ty of  vinegar;  and  at  fort  Gbines>  say,  six  or  Seven  thousand  rations 
of  flour. 

The  two  thousand  dollars  received  of  general  Glascock,  t  did 
,not  understand  was  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purchase  of  pork. 
Uly  disbursements  in  the  purchase  of  provision,  have  considerably 
exceeded  that  sum  since  the  receipt  of  it,  which  was  on  the  10th  of 
December  last;  of  the  fact  I  shall  be  able  to  convince  the  general,  by 
a  referance  to  my  books  and  other  vouchers,  on  that  subject.  It  is 
true,  that  the  balance  of  pork  left  at  fort  Hawkins,  was  not  forwarded 
to  this  plac6,  in  compliance  with  your  orders;  this  non  compliance, 
proceeded  from  no  disposition  to  evade  or  treat  with  indifferance, 
the  order  of  the  general,  but  for  want  of  immediate  means  of  trans- 
porting it.  In  short,  allow  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  if  I  have,  or  if 
I  may  disobey  your  orders,  it  is  alone  ascrible  to  the  want  of  the 
means  for  compliance.  With  regard  to  the  flour,  refused  at  fort 
Bawkinsi  afterwards  transported  to,  and  sold  at  this  place  to  the 
troops,  by  Mr.  Lavake,  I  report,  that  it  was  never  the  property  of  tha 
contractor,  that  it  was  inspected  and  refused  as  his;  that  it  was  trans* 
ported  and  sold  by  him,  without  tfie  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
contractor  or  his  agent* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Most  rtspectfiilly, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
ISigned]  0..W.  CALLIS. 


i 


so  [u] 


Na  3. 

Fort  Scfittf  January  IS,  1818. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  dOth  ultimo*  yestei^day,  after  wnt* 
ing  to  malor  general  Jackaoo:  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him  is  enckned, 
which  win  exhibit  to  you  the  stale  of  things  in  this  quarter. 

I  have  heard  nodiin^  more  of  colonel  Brearly  or  the  militia,  ex» 
cept  that  they  were  withm  twenty*five  miles  of  the  Fliut  river  on  the 
ith  init.  Brockmao  wrote  me  on  that  date,  and  informed  me  that 
he  was  en^ged,  procuring  provisions  for  the  militia*  the  contractor 
having  failed  to  supply.  This,  with  the  information  yongaveoo 
that  subject,  has  induced  me  to  contract  with  Mr.  M^CuUoh,  to  de* 
liver  fifteen  thousand  rations  of  meat,  i|t  this  post,  in  ^eotydajt 
from  this  time,  at  12|  cents  per  ration;  should  he  fiilfil  his  affreemeat, 
and  capt.  Birch  succeed  in  procpring  thirty  or  forty  head  ofbeef  cat- 
ide,  I  think  that  supply  will  last  the  troops  until  provisions  are  re- 
ceived from  New  Orleans-  Oivr  horses  have  a  disteniper  amoog 
them,  which,  I  fear,  wiU  destroy  a  great  number  of  thenu 

I  am,  Sir^ 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  serv't 

[Signed]  M.  ARBUCKLE, 

laeut.  Col.  Commamkng* 
Mtg.geiuE.P  Gaines, 
Comg.  E.  8.  D.  S.  8h  MdryU  Geo^ 


No.  8. 

Bead  (^t&r$^  Hartford^  Ga.  Sanuatrtf  19,  t818. 

Hie  army  contractor  is  hereby  required  to  provide  fbrthedtth 
of  two  tVidusani  cotKf^XxXit  tititfiDa^tA  \Iib3i^  Statea^  traopa  aaa 


The 
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mffitia,  at  die  new  fort,  now  building  on  Flint  river,  near  the  Che« 
haw  vilhge,  and  to  have  in  score,  at  that  fort,  by  the  20th  day  of  nest 
month,  February,  aizty  thousand  complete  rations;  the  meat  part  of 
wbfch,  to  consist  of  good  pickled  pork  or  bacon. 

[Signed]  E.  P.  GAINES, 

Maj.  Qen- comnunuRng* 

Rergamin  G.  Orr,  Esq.  Army  contracts, 
6r  his  dgentf  Fort  Btnvkins. 


No.  4. 
Fort  Scottj  IBth  Januinf^  1818. 


SIR, 


i  have  received  information  this  evening,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
may  be  relied  on,  that  the  whole,  or  the  greater  portion  of  the  hostile 
Indiitos,  are  to  have  a  meeting  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  Flint 
river,  on  the  91st  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  concertiag  measures  for 
the  destruction  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  Chattahoochie,  and  the  re- 
duction of  this  post.  In  the  latter  object  they  expect  to  socce<ed,  ow- 
ing to  our  want  of  supplies;  and  their  calculations  are  not  without  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  success,  should  not  uncommon  exertions  be 
made  to  supply  us  from  your  quarter,  as  this  command  has  been  with* 
out  meat  at  this  time  for  five  or  six  days,  and  have  barely  a  hope  of 
receiving  a  temporary  supply  by  a  command  sent  to  fort  Graines,  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  a  few  beef  cattle. 

I  have  heard  from  the  bay  this  evening,  one  vessel  had  arrived 
there,  with  the  cloUiin^  and  military  stores,  having  on  board  very  lit* 
tie  if  any  more  provisions  than  wUl  be  required  by  the  command  on 
board  of  her,  apd  without  certain  information  of  other  vessels  b<;ing 
on  the  way. 


1 


ISS  £4*3 

I  have  to  requeist  you  will  let  me  hear  Trom  you  Wi^ddt  Ibis  oC 
timb,  and  that  ybu  will  idform  ttA  of  the  prospect  bf  supi^lfiei  fma 
your  ^iiarten 

I  am,  sir, 

Most  respectfullyi 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  ARBUCKUB, 

LietU.  col.co9k\. 

Brig*  ^ren.  Okaeodk, 

Chehgm  town,  Flint  Rtvpr^ 


No.  4. 

Hartford^  January  24,  18iS» 

Sfift, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  requisitioii 
under  date  oif  the  19tb,  and  to  report  that  the  contractor  cannot  com* 
ply  with  it  in  fulh  but  that  there  is  engaged  to  the  contract,  to  have 
been  delivered  at  Port  Hawkins  on  the  90th  of  this  mooth,  seveotjF 
thousand  rations  of  pork,  which,  together  with  the  provisions  the  aso- 
ney  I  have,  or  may  have,  will  procure,  ^all  be  furnished  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Most  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  0.  W.  CALLtS, 

Major  Chner^l,  Oapies. 


CI*} 
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Bxlra€t8  of  a  hUerfrom  George  Graham^  Acting  Secretary  of  JFaff  td 
General  Gaines ^  dated  SOth  Oct.  1817 

^'  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rec<iipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Ist  hist,  covering^  copy  of  the  reply  which  was  made  by  ten  of 
the  Seminole  towns,  to  the  demand  made  by  you  on  them,  for  the  sur* 
render  of  the  murderers  of  some  of  our  citisens*" 

*^The  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  in- 
structed by  him  to  inform  you,  that  he  approves  of  the  movement  of 
the  troops  from  fort  Montgomery  to  fort  Scott.  The  appearance  of 
this  additional  force,  he  flatters  himself,  will  at  least  have  the  effect  of 
restraining  the  Seminoles  from  committing  farther  depredations,  and, 
perhaps,  of  inducing  them  to  make  reparation  for  the  murdiers  which 
they  have  committed.  Should  they,  however,  persevere  in  their  re- 
fosal  to  make  such  reparation,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President)  that  you 
should  not  on  that  account  pnss  the  line,  and  make  an  attack  upon  ihem 
within  the  limits  of  Florida,  until  you  shall  have  received  further  ia« 
structions  from  this  department." 

*'Tou  are  authorized  to  remove  the  Indians  sttU  remaining  on  the 
lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  made  by  general  Jackson  with  the  Greeks; 
and,  in  doing  so,  it  may  be  proper  to  retain  some  of  them  as  hostages, 
antil  reparation  may  have  been  made  for  the  depredations  which  have 
been  committed:  on  this  subject  however,  as  well  as  the  manner  of 
removing  them,  you  will  exercise  your  discretion.  Mcintosh  and 
the  other  chicfe  of  the  Creek  nation,  who  were  here  some  time  since, 
expressed  then,  decidedly,  their  unwillingness  to  permit  any  of  the 
hostile  Indians  lo  return  to  iheir  nation.'' 

**P.  S.  The  authority  to  remove  the  Indians  will,  of  course, 
not  extend  to  those  Indians  and  their  families,  who  have  claims  to  re* 
scrvations  of  land  under  the  treaty." 


(Copy.) 
X^epartmeniofWar^i^h  December^  1817. 

in. 

You  will  repair  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  to  Fort 
ScQtt,  and  assume  the  immediate  command  of  the  forceSi  in  tfa^ 
€|uiiirtcr,of  the  southern  divittioo. 
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»4  [U] 

The  increasiBg  display  of  hostile  intcntioDS  by  the  Seminole In^ 
dians,  may  render  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  contigaous 
disposable  force  of  your  division,  upon  that  quarter.  The  regular 
forcki  fio^  tfa^ret  is  ^bout  eight  hundred  strong,  and  one  thousand 
militia  of  the  the  st^tt  of  Georgia,  are  called  into  service:  Qcnend 
Gaines  estimates  the  strength  of  the  Indians  at  twenty  seren  hun* 
orcci..  iShoutd  you  be  of  opinion,  that  our  numbers  are  too  small  to 
beat  the  enemir,  you  will  call  on  the  executives  of  the  adjacent  staCea, 
for  such  an  kdditionat  militia  force  as  you  may  deem  requisite. 

General  Oaines  had  been  ordered  early  in  last  month,  to  repair 
to  AmeFia  Island.  It  is  presumed  that  he  had  therefore,  relinqouiti- 
ed  ilie  command  at  Fort  Scott  Subsequent  orders  have  be^n  issued 
to  the  general,  (copies  of  which  will  be  furnished  to  yoo)  a4vtsiiig 
hinoj  thacyou  would  be  directed  to  take  command,  and  directing  Urn 
to  reassurae,  should  he  deem  the  public  interest  to  require  it,  the 
command  at  Fort  Scott,  until  you  should  arrive  there.  If,  however, 
tne  general  should  have  progressed  tu  Florida,  before  the  subnequent 
orders,  may  have  reached  him,  he  was  instructed  to  penetrate  to  the 
Seminole  towns,  through  Florida;  provided  the  strength  of  his  com* 
niaod  at  Amelia  would  justify  his  engaging  in  offensive  operatioiia. 
With  this  view,  you  may  be  prepared  to  concentratit:,  your  force,  and 
to  adapt  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  a  conflict,  which  it  has 
ever  been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  considerations  of  humaii* 
ity,  to  avoid;  but  which  is  now  made  necessary  by  their  settled  hoi^* 
i^ies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c«  &c. 

[Signed]  J.  C.  CALHOUN* 

^€ijot  Henet^l  Jndtew  Jacksorij 
J^Tashviiley  Tennef>eee. 


(Copy.) 

Department  of  War  y  Uth  December^  \%17. 

SIR, 

Your  letters  of  November  the  26th,  and  of  the  2d  aad  Sd  il> 
Mttft,  ^ert  i'eic^iV^d  by  tbii  tUornlilg^i  ttlaH.    Thelhtki^thed^ 


[143    "  95 

iY^mediately  concerned.  When  the  order  of  the  iSth  pf  No^i^m^ 
was  given,  directing  you  to  repair  to  Amelia  Island«  it  was  hopea  t)^^ 
the  Seminoles  would  have  been  brought  to  their  reaf0Q»  ^vith^ut  ^ 
actual  use  qf  force;  and  that  their  hosiility«  would  not  asaume  so  se* 
rious  an  aspect.  It  is  now  a  subject  of  much  regfet,  that  the. service 
in  thai  quarter  has  been  deprived  of  your  weiUknown  skill  and  vigi« 
lance. 

Before  this  will  reach  you,  it  is  hoped,  that  the  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  the  sctdement  on  Amelia  Island^  will  have 
been  eflfected.  Should  that  be  the  case,  it  is  hi^  wish,  that  you  should 
immediately  repair  to  Furt  Scott,  and  resume  the  command  till  gen« 
tral  Jackson^s  arrival,  to  whom  orders  have  this  day  been  sent,  to  take 
command  there;  or,  if  you  should  think  the  force  under  your  com* 
mand  sufficient,  and  other  circumstance!i  will  admit,  to  penetrate 
through  Florida,  and  co-operate  in  the  attack  on  the  Seminoles.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the  country  be- 
tween Amelia  and  their  towns,  to  say  wlitther  it  is  practicable,  or 
what  would  be  the  best  route,  but  it  ts  not  improbable,  that  some  ad- 
vantage might  be  uken  of  the  St.  John's  river,  to  effect  the  object. 
Should  it  be  practicable,  it  is  probable,  efficient  aid  might  be  given 
to  the  attack  on  themi  as  the  attention  of  their  warriors  must  be 
wholly  directed  towards  Fort  Scott.  Should  you  think  it  practicable, 
and  advisable,  to  co-operate  with  the  force  under  youif  command, 
you  will  leave  a  sufficient  number  a^  Amelia  Island,  to  retais  |he|KM- 
scssion  of  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

[Signed]  J.  C.  CAliBQUN. 

Brevet  Major  General  E,  F.  Gaines^ 

Amelia  hiand,  via  8r.  Mary^a^  Georgia, 


Copif  of  a  letter  from  J.  C.  Calhoun^  Secretary  of  War  ^  to  General 
Gaineoy  dated  l%th  December,  Ija  r« 

SIR, 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  should  the  Seminole  Indians  still 
rtfiise  to  make  reparation  for  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President,  diat 
j0tt  consider  yourself  at  liberty  t6  march  across  dieFlarida  linsi  and 


to  attach  them  within  iu  limits,  should  it  be  found  neceMiry,  m\t^ 
they  should  shelter  themselves  under  a  Spanish  fort.  In  tke  last  event 
you  will  immediately  notify  this  Department. 

I  have,  &€• 


(Copy.) 
fFar  Dfpartmcnty  9th  December^  1817. 

Your  letter  bearing  date  the  21st  ultimo,  advising  of  the  arriv- 
al of  the  1st  Brigade  at  Fort  Scott,  on  the  19lh  ultimo,  and  of  the 
iubsequept  atitack  on  the  iDdians  at  Fow)  Town,  has  been  receiv- 
edi 

Although  the  ni^cesf  ity  of  this  attack  and  the  consequent  effusion 
of  blood  is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted,  yet  it  is  hoped  diat  the  prompt 
measures  which  were  taken  by  you,  on  your  arrival  at  JFort  Scott,  and 
the  display  of  such  an  efficient  force  in  that  quarter  will  induce  the 
Indians  to  abstain  from  further  depredations  and  to  sue  for  peace. 

Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  from  this  Department 
on  the  dOth  of  October,  and  3d  of  December,  as  manifesting  die  views 
of  the  President,  I  have  to  request  that  you  conform  tb  the  instruc- 
tions therein  given.  Should  the  Indians,  Kowever,  assemble  in  force 
on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  line  and  persevere  in  committing  hostilities 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  you  will,  in  that  event,  exer- 
cise a  sound  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  line,  for  dl^ 
purpose  of  attacking  them  and  breaking  up  their  towns. 

Ihave«  See* 

[Signed]  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  Ckneral  E.  P.  Gatnes, 

to  be  forwarded  by  the  postmaster  at  Milledgemllf. 
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Ca^ofa  leiterflom  George  Qrahanty  acting  Secretary  ef  War,  to  gen^ 
eral  Gaines^  daUd  2d  December^  1817. 

8IB, 

Tour  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo  advWing  of  the  call  on  the  gov- 
ernor of  Georgia,  to  assemble  the  auxiliary  force  which  had  been  pre- 
viously required  by  you  at  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  25th  ultimo^  has 
been  received.  It  is  hoped  that  the  letter  addressed  to  you  frona  this 
department,  on  the  30th  October^  will  have  been  received,  and  that 
you  Will  confine  your  operations  to  the  objects  stated  in  that  commu- 
nication, and  to  such  a  disposition  of  the  regular  force  under  yowr 
command,  as  will  deter  the  Seminole  Indians  from  making  farther 
depredations  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia. 

The  state  of  our  ne^^otiations  ^ith  Spain,  and  the  temper  mani- 
fested by  the  principal  European  powers,  make  it  impolitic,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  to  move  a  force  at  this  time  into  the  Spttii- 
ish  possessions,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  chastising  the  Seminolw 
for  the  depredatipns  which  have  heretofore  been  con|micted  by 
them. 

I  have,  &c*  &c. 


(Extract.) 

fhe  Secretary  of  War,  to  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  Edw.  ¥.  Gaines. 
Department  of  War fl^thJattuary J  1818 

sm, 

The  bonor  of  the  United  States  requires,  that  the  war  with 
the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated  speedily^  and  with  exemplary 
punishment  for  hostilities  so  unprovok^.  Orders  were  issaed,  soon 
after  oiy  arrival  here,  dtreeting  thewar  to  be  carried  on,  within  the 
Umts  of  Florida,  should  it  be  necessary  toJts  speedy  and  effectual 
tertainatioiu    The  orders,  I  preaume,  have  been  received. 

As  soon  as  it  was  kaown  that  you  had  repaired  to  A^eUa  isi- 
aiid^io  obedieai:^  to  orders,  and  it  beiag  pMicertaiii  how  )ong  you 


might  be  detttinedtiiere,  the  sute  of  things  at  Fort  Scoi|« 
oecesMury  to  order  gen.  Jack&on  to  take  command  there.  ¥*roni  bts 
known  promptitude,  it  18  presumable  that  his  arrival  may  t>e  aooD  ex- 
pected^ and,  in  the  i^ean  time,  fuil  con  6de  nee  is  placed  io  your  wfll 
eatablisbed  military  ulems*  I  hope  the  junction  of  the  miUtia  will 
enable  you  to  carry  on  offensive  operattons,  and  to  restrmin  the  ene- 
my from  depredations  on  the  frontier. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  &c.  he. 

(Signed)  J«  C.  CALHOUN. 

Bi.  My.  Oen.  Ed.  P.  Qames^ 
Fort  8coUf  Georgia. 


Boctroctofaktief  fromJohnCCalhouriy  Secretary  of  War ^   to  MtJ* 
Gen.  Jbidrei&  Jackson^  dated  fL9th  Jcnmary.  1818. 

Your  ktters  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant,  are  received.    The 
measiurea  you  have  taken  to  bring  an  efficient  force  into  the  6e1d  are 
approbated,  and  a  confident  hope  is  entertained  that  a  speedy  ai|d 
successful  termination  of  the  Indian  war  will  follow  your  ezerdoaa. 


(Copy.) 


^Extriu:t.]  Department  of  Wary^th  At.  1 818. 

8IB,  "" 

IJbave  the  honor  toeckaofriedgeiriie'rooriptef  yourktler  4>r 
jbe  Sfth  fiMumif M^  to  ma\xmwVfoam)A  Ae  e«tife  appvobatsm  «f  Ae 
President  <«l/aH^eiM»«iei^aiiuob9(oo  4m¥eedopted4(^taeauate 
dlie  mptyre  uriih  thf  Indian^. 
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requires  that  it  should  be  as  speedily  terminated  as  practicable;  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude  assures  us  that 
peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as  will.  mak$  it  honorable 
and  permanent. 


I  have»  &c. 

Mijor  General  A.  Jac^Mon^ 

Fort  Scatty  Georgia. 


Department  of  fflar,  13f  A  Mnf,  l81i. 

Tour  letter  of  the  15th  April  vraa  a  few  days  siooe  received. 
Kot  anticipating  your  return  to  the  territory,  my  last  communicatioa 
wa^:  directed  to  your  former  residence  in  Georgia;  but  I  presume  it 
has  been  forwarded  to  you,  and  I  will  nott  therefore,  repeat  its  coil- 
tents.  I  do  hope  that  the  war  has  ere  this  terminated  in  the  submits 
sionof  the  Seminoles;  but  if  this  should  not  be  the  tktt,  you  «^ 
make  such  arrangements,  and  incur  such  expense  as  in  your  judg- 
inent,  the  defence  of  the  territory  may  require.  You  are  audiorized 
to  draw  on  the  department  for  funds  to  cover  the  disbursements  you 
mav  order.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  order  authorizing  Oen.  Gaines 
to  carry  the  war  into  Florida;  and  you  will  consider  it  as  furnishing 
authority  to  the  troops  of  the  territory  to  pass  the  Florida  line,  shouM 
it  be  necessary.  I  send  also  a  copy  of  a  message  of  the  President, 
communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  Seminole  war.  Crene- 
fal  Jackwn  is  vested  with  full  powers  to  conduct  the  war,  in  the  man; 
ier  which  he  may  judge  best. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

[Signed]  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Wi  Excellency, 

Wm.  W.  Btbb^  Gov.  of  Alabama  Ty.  - 
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(Copy.) 
Ihpartment  of  War,  1  *lA  ^ug^  1818. 

The  President  having  deter mMied  to  restore  St.  Marks«  and 
PeoBcaola,  with  the  Barancas  to  the  Spanish  authority,  I  am  directed 
to  issue  orders,  to  carry  this  determ'matroa  ioto  effect.     You  will, 
accordingly,  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  commaadaQt  at  Pensa* 
cola,  to  surrender  that  place  with  the  Barancasy  to  any  Spanish  officer 
properly  authorized  to  receive  them,  authority  from  the  governor 
general  at  the  Havannah,  or  the  Spanish  minister,  Don  Ooia,  is  coa* 
^idered  sufficient,  or  in  case  the  governor  late  in  possession  of  West 
Florida,  Don  Tare  Maxot,  should  himself  appear  to  receive  posses- 
sion, it  will  be  restored  to  hinif  on  his  own  authority.     St.  Marks 
will  be  restored  to  the  late  Spanish  commandanty  should  he  appear  to 
receive  it,  or  to  any  officer  having  similar  authority,  as  in  the  case  of 
Peosacolat  provided  he  is  accompanied  with  a  sufficient  force  to  gar^: 
rison  itt  so  as  to  prevent  the  post  from  being  seised  by  the  hostite  In- 
dians.    Its  situation  in  the  midst  of  the  hostile  Indians,  readers  ^his  ' 
precaution  necessary.     Vou,  who  have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
strength  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  post,  will  be  able  to  give  precise 
instructions  on  this  point.    It  is  sufficient,  that  the  Spaaishforce  be 
8o  considerable,  as  will  probably  prevent  any  attempt  by  the  tediaos 
to  occupy  it. 

Public  property  will  be  restored  in  the  conditiofh  as  ia^  as  pia^* 
ticablCfin  which  it  was  taken  possession  of.  On  evacuating  t^icse 
posts,  you  will  make  such  arrangements,  ^s  will  be  the  best  calculated 
to  hokl  the  IndianS|  still  remaining  hostile,in  check,  and  to  cover  oiu: 
frontier.  To  effect  these  objects,  it  is  thought,  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  take  post,  to  the  west  of  the  Appalachicola,  within  the 
Florfda  line,  as  the  Indians  in  tliat  quartet  are  said  to  be  very  in* 
considerable.  You  will,  accordingly,  station  the  troops  which  |iu^ 
bethought  to  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  that  portion  of  the 
frontier,  on  our  side  of  the  line,  unless  your  impression  should  be 
decideilly  different  from  that  I  have  stated;  in  which  event,  you  will 
take  post,  at  any  point  which  you  may  judge  proper,  within  the  coun« 
try  possessed  by  the  Indians.  On  the  east  of  the  Appalachicola,  y<m 
nay  station  the  troops,  on  either  side  of  the  line,  as  you  may  judge 

J  roper.  Fort  Gadsden,  besides  admitting  of  great  facility  for  sup- 
lies,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  commanding  po<sition,  and  ought  Hot 
to  b^  evacuated.  Should  you  (hink  so,  you  will  retain  it,  and  garri- 
son it  with  a  sufficient  force. 

I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  make  such  a  distrtbntioa  of  your  ccma. 
niand,  as  to  aflbrd  with  vigilaace,  effectual  protectiiMi  to  the  &o]ide%'> 
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without  resorting  to  the  militia.  It  is  of  grea# importance,  if  the 
militia  can  be  dispensed  with,  not  to  call  them  out  into  actual  service^ 
as  it  is  harrassingto  them,  and  exhausting  to  the  Treasury.  Protec- 
tion is  the  first  object,  and  the  secood,  is  protection  by  the  regular 
force. 

I  have,  &c. 
[Signed] 

Brevet  Major  General  E.  P.  Craines^ 

Fort  Hawginsj  Georgia. 


J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


(Copy.) 

Department  of  Wary  X^th  Aug.  1818. 
SIRf 

I  enclose  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  orders  to  general 
Gaines,  growing  out  of  the  late  decision  ot  the  President,  relative  to 
St.  Marks  and  Pensacola. 

I  was  directed  by  the  President  to  wait  the  reply  of  the  Spanish 
minister  to  Mr.  Adams'  letter  to  him,  which,  not  being  received  un* 
ttl  the  day  befqre  yesterday,  has  caused  so  great  a  delay,  as  to  render 
it  necessary  to  send  the  orders  direct  to  general  Gaines,  without  pa»> 
sing  them  through  you. 

I  have.  he. 

[Signed]  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

yMnjor  General  Jackson^ 

J^TafikviUe^  Tennessee. 


SIB, 


(Copy.) 
Department  of  Wofy  i9th  Aug.tBlS. 


I  aend  you  the  enclosed  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  state  tptfae.  Spanish  minister,  in  relation  lo  St.  Marks  andPensa* 
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e6ia«    My  ltt«lnictftnt  to  you  of  the  24th  iosu  cotittm  the  si: 
of  this  cktntcl;  mA  my  object,  in  commuiiicatinif  it  now^  i«^  ^t»^yy 
may  M  in  posieuion  of  the  precise  idea*  communicated  to  the  ** 
ish  miaitter^^lD  catc  any  difficulty  should  occur. 
1  have,  &€• 

Ocneril  &  P.  GUinrs. 


I      Coftf  of  a  letter  from  MaJ^  Geru  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  of  Wmr. 

J^ashviUe^  20/A  Jantuhy,  1818. 
Bead  ^u^ters^  Division  South. 

SIRt 

In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  t2th  inst.  I  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the  26th  ult.  and  advised  you  of  the  ap- 
peal I  bad  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the  West  Tennesseaoa.  Oa 
yesterday^  the  officers  who  had  so  gallantly  headed  the  Tennessee 
mounteci  volunteers,  during  the  Creek  campaigns^  met  me  at  this 
place,  and  give  every  assurance  of  their  ability ,-to  assemble  two  fe* 
giments  of  mounted  gun  men  by  the  31st  instant,  at  any  designated 
point  within  the  western  part  of  this  state.  I  have  ordered  them  to 
rendesvous  at  Fayetteville,  and  as  many  as  may  appear  on  the  8UK 
instant,  or  the  ist  February,  to  be  mustered  and  received  into  t^ 
service  for  six  months  (if  not  sooner  discharged)  by  my  inspector 

Sreneral.  The  contractor  has  instructiotts  to  issue  to  these  troops 
wenty  days  rations,  and  every  measure  has  been  adopted  to  facUi* 
tate  th^ir  march,  via  Fort  Jackson,  by  the  most  direct  practicaUe 
route  to  Fort  Scott»  These  troops  will  be  well  supplied  as  far  as 
Fort  Jackson,  aiul  there  the  necessary  provisions  may  be  obtained 
and  packed  to  answer  their  imnaediate  wani^  until  they  are  intercept- 
ed by  supplies  from  below.  Major  l^annii^has  been  dispatched  to 
Fort  Hawkins,  to  purchase  and  forward  on  there  supplies  to  the  astit 
convenient  point  of  interception.  I  have  advanced  to  him  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  authority  to  draw  on  the  quartermaster  generd 
for  any  additional  sums  wanted,  and  imposed  upon  him  the  tempo- 
ly  duties  of  deputy  quaitermaster  general. 

I  am  compelled  to  this  arrangement  from  an  impression  diat 
there  can  be  no  officer  of  the  quartermaster's  depanasetit  in  the  vi* 
cinity  of  Fon  Hawkinat  and  col.  Gibson  could  not  possibly  reaSh 
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thtt  neighborhood  to  effect  the  objects  urishecL  My  inspector  gen. 
cot.Hayne,  (no  brigadier  general  having  volunteered  his  services^  is 
charged  with  conducting  the  inarch  of  the  two  regiments  of  Tennes- 
tee  volunteers,  to  the  southern  frontier*  From  the  contents  of  co|« 
Arbuckle'e  and  Qiaj.  Muhlenburg's  letters,  copies  of  which  are  here* 
with  enclosed,  you  will  readily  perceive  that  the  former  must  remain 
inactive,  and  that  the  latter  is  in  a  dangerous  situation.  £very  in- 
formation from  our  southern  frontier  justifies  the  decisi\e  measures 
I  have  taken,  and  Urges  the  prompt  movement  of  the  volunteers  cull* 
ed  into  service.  I  trust  you  will  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light, 
and  that  my  arrangements  may  meet  with  your  entire  approbation. 
The  troops  now  assembled  on  our  southern  boundary,  reinfor,c6d 
with  the  Tennessee  volunteers  called  into  service,  will  enable  ipe  t9 
inflict  speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  deluded  Seminoles* 
1  remain  here  to  facilitate  every  arrangement  for  the  prompt  move- 
ment of  the  Tennessee  deuchment,  but  will  leave  this  on  the  224 
instant,  for  Fort  Scott,  via  Fort  Hawkins.  From  col.  Arbuckle*| 
letter,  1  am  advised  of  the  departure  of  gen.  Graines  from  Fort  Scott| 
and  tbe  newspapers  communicate  the  information  of  the  Georgi;| 
contingency  being  commanded  by  a  brigadier  general.  As  he  roust 
consequently  be  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Fort  Scott,  I  have  this  day  directed  instructions  to  him,  by 
no  means  to  precipitate  himself  into  a  general  engagement  with  the 
Seminoles,  but  at  all  hazards  to  relieve,  if  possible,  major  Muhlen- 
burg  from  hb  present  situation,  and  cover  his  ascent  up  the  Appala« 
chicola  river. 

I  have  further  advised  him  of  my  movements,  and  directed  that 
he  should  remain  on  the  defensive;  collect  all  the  necessary  supplies^ 
and  have  every  preparation  made  for  an  active  campaign,  as  soon  as 
reinforced  by  the  Tenn^sseans. 

General  Gaines  has  been  notified  of  this  order.  I  have  no  later 
advices  from  him  than  that  of  the  2d  of  December,  informing  me  of 
the  catastrophe  of  It.  Scott  and  party. 

Your  letter  enclosing  your  general  order  of  the  S9th  ult.  has 
been  received.  Like  yourself,  I  have  no  other  feelings  to  gratifjr 
than  those  connected  with  the  public  good,  and  it  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  find  that  we  coincide  in  those  opinions  calculated  to  piyduee 
it.  Responlibility  now  rests  where  it  should,  on  the  officer  issuing 
the  order,  and  the  pirinci|^e  acknowledged  is  calculated  to  ensure  that 
Subordination  so  necessary  to  the  harmonious  movement  of  every 
part  of  the  military  machine.  It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  tO 
communicate  with  you  on  all  military  points,  which  my  experienct 
may  enable  me  to  elucidate. 

With  respect^  &c.  ^ 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj.  Oen^  commanding^ 

Matu  /•  C.  Calhoun^  Secretary  ofWur^ 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  from  major  general  Andrew  Jackson^  to  tii^  sSrt- 
tary  of  War^  dated 

Fort  Hawiins,  1^  February,  1818. 

I  reached  this  place  last  evening,  when  I  learned  by  sundry  com- 
munications received  from  brevet  major  general  Graioes,  that  the  Geor- 
gia militia,  under  general  Glascock,  had  all  returned  honnc,  leaving 
the  frontier  in  a  very  exposed  situation*  The  regular  troops  at  fort 
Scott  have  been  out  of  provisions,  but  the  means  adopted  by  m^or 
general  Gaines  to  remedy  that  evil,  induces  a  strong  presumptioo, 
that  they  are  by  this  time  supplied,  which,  with  the  stores  ordered  bj 
me  from  New  Orleans,  will,  I  think,  afford  us  an  ample  supply  for  the 
campaign.  Hie  contractor  having  failed.  General  Gaines  has,  by  my 
order,  directed  the  quartermaster  to  purchase  provisions,  in  which 
he  has  succeeded  so  far  as  to  procure  1100  hogs,  and  a  sufficiency  of 
bread  stuff;  this  will  march  the  troops  to  and  from  the  seat  pf  war. 

I  am  without  any  official  advice  as  to  the  preparation  and  march 
of  the  late  requisition  from  the  state  of  Georgia. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  major  general  Aadrertv  Jack9t>n^  ta  the  Secrcianf 
of  War,  dated  at  Harford,  Georgia,  Februartf  14M,  1818. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  here  met 
with  gen.  Gaines.  From  a  letter  received  from  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, advising  of  the  movement  of  the  militia  from  the  several  coun* 
lies  to  the  designated  point  of  rendezvous,  as  well  as  the  |MMictuali» 
ty  with  which  the  troops  have  assembled  here  under  General  Gaines* 
requisition,  has  induced  a  hope  that  1  shall  be  enabled  to  make  a  prompt 
and  speedy  march,  for  the  relief  of  fort  Scott.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  col*  B.  G.  Orr  to  captain  Callis,  contractor's  agent  at 
Fort  Hawkins.  From  tbe  sum  with  which  he  states  to  have  furnish- 
ed  his  agents  in  this  country,  you  can  judge  how  far  efficient  meaot 
have  been  adopted  to  ensure  the  necessary  supplies  to  the  troops  here* 
tofore  in  service,  as  well  as  thbse  summoned  to  the  field  under  the 
late  requisition.  TV\e  mode  o^  i^TON\«v^tivci^  vpi^victk^  V^i^j  contract,  is 
oof  adapted  to  the  ^^rom^x.  axid  e^c\^i\x  vi^nc^tcvvox  ^\\x^^^^  X^^oa^ 
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Answer'  in  time  of  profound  peace,  where  a  faHiire  or  delay  ctonot 
produce  any  serious  ill  consequences.  But  where  active  operations 
are  necessary,  and  success  dependent  on  prompt  and  quick  move- 
ments, there  is  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  the  contractor. 

His  views  are  purely  mercenary,  and  where  supplies  will  not  en* 
sure  him  a  profit,  he  hesitates  not  on  a  failure,  never  regarding  how 
far  it  may  defeat  the  best  devised  plans  of  the  commander  in  chief* 
'Experience  has  confirmed  me  in  this  opinion,  and  the  recent  failure 
has  prompted  me  again  to  express  it. 

The  plan  which  has  been  adopted  to  procure  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  to  transport  them  to  fort  Scott,  and  the  quantity 
otherwise  ordered  to  that  point,  will,  I  hope,  relieve  me  from  any  em- 
ban  assment  on  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow  has  been  struck 
lipon  the  enemy. 

I  have  been  so  frequently  embarrassed  from  the  failures  of  con- 
tractors, that  I  cannot  but  express  a  hope  that  some  other  more  effi- 
cient and  certain  mode  of  supplying  our  army^may  be  adopted.  Such 
a  plan  as  will  render  those  charged  with  the  execution  of  so  impor* 
tant  a  trust  responsible  to  military  authority,  and  expose  to  severe 
and  merited  chastisement,  whenever  defaulters,  at  the  discretion  of  a 
court  martial. 


Head  Quarters,  Division  of  the  Souths 

Fori  Earlyy  2i^th  Feb.  1818* 

SIR, 

In  my  last  from  Hartford,  (Georgia)  pf  the  14th  instant,  I  ex- 
pressed a  hope,  that  the  plans  adopted  to  procure  suppli^k  for  the  de- 
tachment from  Georgia,  to  transport  them  to  Fd|t  SflR,  together 
with  the  quantity  ordered  to  that  point,  would  relieve  me  from  ma- 
ny embarrassments  on  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow  could  be 
struck  from  the  enemy.  The  Georgia  detachment  marched  from 
their  encampment  near  Hartford,  on  the  19th  instant,  and  on  that 
night  general  Gaines  received  a  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Ar« 
l>uckle,  commanding  at  Fort  Scott,  containing  such  intelligence  of  his 
intention  to  abandon  tbs^  post,  in  the  event  of  not  receiving  supplies 
}fk  a  short  given  time,  as  induced  him  (general  Gaines)  to  set  out  that 
night,  and  if  possible,  by  reaching  the  place  in  time,  topreventsucha 
^disastrous  movemept. 
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The  general  has,  as  he  cbmrnutticated  to  me,  brdtrfd  a^  laip 
supply  of  provisions  to  the  Greek  agency,  to  be  transpQ|Sif4  ta  ImH 
to  Fort  Scott  and  this  place,  which  would  serve  Until  llNst  JmspefiA 
from  Mo()ile  (by  himselQ  should  arrive:  and  under  thi^  ocdcf  ^ 
calculate  on  meeting  two  boats  loaded  with  flour  on  his  refpchki^  tUi^^ 
place,  but  wiis  deceived^  having  arrived  hereon  theni^tWlbe 
20th,  which  he  left  on  the  evening  of  the  2tst,  in  a  small  boat  wVk 
twelve  men.  On  the  night  of  the  22d,  I  received  by  express  m  Wll<f 
directed  to  general  Gaines,  and  dated  the  19th  insCantt  from  O^Miii 
Melvin  of  the  4th  infantry,  who  had  been  charged  by  general  Qinnrt 
to  build  the  bosits  at  the  agency,  and  have  the  provisions  tnmspoitcl 
thence,  stating  that  two  boats  would  be  finished  in  two  daya,  wUdl 
would  transport  upwards  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour  each.  Thcpis 
I  had  strongly  calculated  oti;  but  they  have  not  arrived^  The  two^^ 
sive  rains  have  tendered  the  roads  so  bad,  that  I  ordered  the  troops 
on  their  march  here,  to  take  their  baggage  on  the  wagon  hora^i  and 
abandon  their  wagons;  this  facilitated  their  knarch  to  this  place) 
which  they  reached  to  day;  and  eleven  hundred  men  are  oow  bera 
without  a  barrel  of  flour  or  a  bushel  of  corn.  AVe  have  pork  oofeiM^ 
9ind  to  morrow  I  shall  proceed  to  Fort  Scott,  and  endeavor  to  pro-, 
cure  from  the  Indians  a  supply  of  com  that  will  aid  inaubsUting  the 
dletachment  until  we  reach  that  place*  How  those  failures  have  bap- 
jpened  under  the  superintendence  of  regular  officers,  I  caoaot  ima- 
gine, but  blame  must  rest  some  where,  and  it  shall  be  strictly  inves- 
tigated, as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  waters  are  unusually  high,  and  the  ground  so  rotten,  that 
it  is  with  much  difficulty  even  pack  horses  can  pass.  Every  atream 
we  are  compelled  either  to  bridge  or  swim. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Jilajor  GiT^ral  Commanding. 

lion,  John  CCalhouriy 
SiCrctarijoffVetr* 


Fort  Gadaden,  East  Bank  of  the  Jlppalaehic^ia  rroer^ 

formerlij  JSTegro  Fortj  Head  (^uarUrnf  due  smtAp 

March  tb^  1M8 . 
SIR, 

At  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  9di  instant,  I  reached  fort  Scott,  wMi 

the  brigade  of  Georgu  ni\\\ivd)^^C)0\)^^ou^v<&^uoTk%^%si^^i^^ 
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fr^ndlf  Creeks,  who  had  joined  me  on  my  march,  a  few  days  before^ 
where^  finding  but  one  quart  of  corn  per  oian,  and  a  few  poor  cattle^ 
which,  added  to  the  live  pork  1  brought  along,  would  give  us  three 
days' rations  of  meat,  determined  me  at  once,  to  use  this  small  supply 
to  the  best  advantage.  Accordingly,  h^ing  been  advised  by  coU 
Gibson^  quartermaster  general^  that  he  would  sail  for  New  Orleans 
OB  the  12th  of  February,  with  supplies^  and  being  also  advised  that 
two  sloops  with  provisions  were  in  the  bay,  and  an  officer  had  been 
despactched  from  fort  Scott  in  a  large  keel  boat,  to  bring  up  a  part  of 
thetr  kmdingt  and  deeming  that  the  preservation  of  these  supplies 
would  be  to  preserve  the  army  and  enable  me  to  prosecute  the  cam* 
paign,  I  assumed  the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  ordered 
the  live  stock  slaughtered,  and  issued  to  the  troops  with  one  quart  of 
corn  to  each  man,  and  the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  up  at  12  nieridi* 
an*  Having  to  cross  the  Flint  river,  which  was  very  high,  combined 
with  some  neglect  in  returning  the  boats  during  a  very  dark  night, 
I  was  unable  to  move  from  the  opposite  bank  until  9  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  when  I  took  up  my  line  of  march  down  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  for  this  place,  touching  the  river  as  often  as  practi* 
cable,  looking  for  the  provision  boat  which  was  ascending,  and  which 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet  on  the  ISth,  when  I  ordered  an  extra 
ration  to  the  troops,  they  not  having  received  a  full  one  of  meal  or 
flour  since  their  arrival  at  Fort  Early*  On  that  day  my  patroles  cap* 
tared  three  prisoners  and  found  some  hidden  corn.  On  the  morning 
of  the  14tb«  I  ordered  the  boat  down  the  river  to  this  place,  wTiilst^ 
descended  by  land,  and  reached  here  without  interruption  on  the  16tff 
'Vbe  eligibility  of  diis  spot  as  a  depot,  determined  me,  and  1  imme- 
diately directed  my  aid«de-^amp»  lieut.  Gadsden  of  the|f  ngineer 
corps,  to  furnish  a  pUife  for,  and  superintend  the  erection  ofaiorti- 
fication.  His  talents  and  indefatigable  zeal  displayed  in  the  execu- 
tion  of  this  order,  indcfced  me  to  name  it  Fort  Gadsden,  to  which  he 
is  justly  entitled.  On  my  arrival  here,  I  immediately  despatched  the 
boat  to  the  b^y  for  the  balance  of  the  provisions  known  to  be  there, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  the  flotilla,  in  charge  of  col.  Gibson,  had 
reached  there,  and  which  returned  on  the  19th  with  the  unpleasing 
intelligence,  that  nothing  had  been  heard  from  the  flotilla  from  New 
Orleans  since  it  was  seen  passing  Fort  Bowyer.  I  immediately  put 
the  troops  on  half  rations,  and  pushed  tho  completion  of  the  Fort  for 
the  protection  of  the  provisions^  in  the  event  of  their  arrival,  intend- 
ing  to  march  forthwith  to  the  heart  of  the  enemy  and  endeavor  to 
subsist  upon  him.  In  the  mean  time  I  despatched  maj.  Fanningof  the 
corps  of  artillery ,  lo  take  another  look  into  the  bay,  whose  return  on 
the  morning  of  the  33d,  brought  the  information  that  col.  Gibson, 
with  one  gun  boat  and  three  transports,  and  others  in  sight,  were  in 
die  bay.  On  the  same  night  I  received  other  information  that  no 
more  had  arrived.  I  am  therefore  apprehensive  that  some  of  the 
smaller  vessels  have  been  lost,  as  one  gun  boat  went  to  pieces,  and 
afiotfajcr  when  last  spoken^  had  one  foot  water  in  her  hold;  all  the  ves- 
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ftcU  had  been  spoken  after  a  gale  that  dispersed  them.  A  north  ipi 
northwest  wind  has  prevailed  for  six  days,  but  has  fortunately  clunit- 
*ed  this  morning.  I  am  now  awaiting  a  boat  from  the  bay  (which,  Ji 
expected  to  day)  to  complete  8  days  rations  for  my  troops»  opai 
which  1  mean  to  march. 

From  information  received  from  Fensacola  and  New  Orleans,! 
liaveno  doubt- but  that  St.  Marks  is  in  possession  of  the  Indians. 
The  governor  of  Pensacola  informed  capt.  Call,  of  the  Ist  iD£uiCi7, 
(now  here)  that  the  Indians  had  demanded  arms,  aromunitioiif  and 
provifions,  of  the  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St*  Marks  of  die  com- 
mandant, and  that  he  presumed  possession  would  be  given  from  int* 
bility  to  defend  it.  The  Spanish  government  is  bound  by  treaty  to 
keep  her  Indians  at  peace  with  us.  They  have  acknowledged  their 
incompetency  to  do  this«  and  are  consequently  bound  by  the  law  of 
nations^  to  yield  us  all  facilities  to  reduce  them.  Under  this  consid- 
eration, should  I  be  able,  I  shall  take  possession  of  the  garrison  as  a 
depot  for  my  supplies,  should  it  he  found  in  the  hands  of  the  Span- 
iards, they  having  supplied  the  Indians;  but  if  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  will  possess  t:  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  as  a  ne- 
cessary position  for  me  to  hold,  to  give  peace  and  security  to  this 
frontier,  and  put  a  final  end  to  Indian  werfarc  in  the  south. 

Finding  it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Crawford  on  th«  Caoe- 
cub  by  landy  I  have  ordered  the  supplies  for  that  garrison  br  water, 
and  written  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  that  if  he  interrupts  them 

tiring  the  present  Indian  war,  I  shall  view  it  as  aiding  our  enemy, 
d  treat  it  as  an  act  of  hostility;  and  stated  to  him  the  propriety  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  of  his  affording  all  facilities  to  put  dowa 
their  ow^as  well  as  our  enemies,  and  that  our  govemmeots,  while  nc* 
gotiating,.can  take  the  subject  under  considenojiony  but  in  the  mean 
time  our  provisions  must  pass  to  Fort  Crawforaby  water,  without  io* 
terruption* 

Id  mine  of  the  14th  February,  from  Hartford,  I  informed  you  of 
the  means  adopted  to  procure  supplies;  and  in  my  last,  of  the  2^>ih, 
fron^Fort  Early,  I  informed  you  of  their  situation.  To  thc»e  com* 
munications  i  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  I  have  only  to  add*  that  1  left 
Fort  Early  for  Fort  Scott,  and  subsisted  my  troops  on  ground  peas, 
corn,  and  pork,  that  1  could  occasionally  procure  from  the  Indians, 
with  some  pork  that  I  had  on  foot;  the  whole  subsistence  for  man  and 
horse  not  costing  five  ))undred  dollars.  Of  all  the  supplicts  purchased 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Scott  and  the  support  of  the  ti^orgta  militii, 
not  one  pound  was  received  until  I  passed  Fort  Scott.  1  said  in  my 
last  that  blame  rested  somewhere;  the  cause  of  those  failures  will,ia 
due  time,  be  a  subject  of  investigation;  and  col.  Brearley  has  beenar* 
rested  on  the  application  of  gen.  tiaines. 

By  some  strange  lauUty,  unaccountable  to  me,  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  have  not  yet  joined  me.  ITicy  promptly  left  their  homes* 
a»d  through  the \uc\tmen\.  ^e^xViinx  tt'i^Ocv^.^'iwx.'kSAVtWU^  where  I  had 
ordered  them  ftUppUes.)  aiA  Hihfti:e  cciL  YL^N\3kt.^>«(^\s^i^w^^o^^xs^x5s\ 
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'ftittrocttoDft  to  pass  by  fort  Oaincs,  where  he  would  get  a  supply  of 
corn, that  iniould  enable  him  to  reach  fort  Scott.  But  'he  idea  of  starva- 
tion hdd  striked  abroad;  a  panic  appears  to  have  spread  itself  every 
where,  and  he  was  told  that  they  were  starving  at  fort  Gaines  and  fort 
Scott,  and  he  was  inAuced  to  pass  into  Georgia  for  supplies.  His  men 
and  officers,as  reported  to  me,were  willing  to  risk  the  worst  of  coiise* 
quences,on  what  they  had,  lo  join  me;  however,  they  have  been  march- 
ed from  thdr  supplies  to  a  country  stripped  of  them,  when  every  con- 
sideratioA  should  have  induced  his  advisers  to  have  urged  him  on  to 
secure  the  supplies  in  the  bay,  and  preserve  themselves  and  fort  Scott 
from  starva6on.  I  have  a  hope  they  will  join  me  before  I  reach  St. 
Marks,  or  the  Mckasuky  towns;  this  would  be  desirable,  as  the  troops 
ordered  from  New  Orleans,  to  protect  the  supplies,  have  not  reached 
the  bay;  and  leaving  garrisons  at  forts  Scotc  and  Gadsden  weakens 
my  force  much;  the  whole  effective  strength  of  the  regulars  being  but 
360  privates. 

In  mine,  of  the  26th  ult.  from  fort  Early,  I  stated  that  despatches 
received  from  gen.  Gaines,  on  the  19th  inst.  from  the  commanding 
ofHcer  at  fort  Scott,  induced  him  to  set  out  that  night  for  fort  Scott,  to 
prevent  its  abandonment,  &c.  In  his  passage  down  the  Flint  he  was 
shipwrecked,  by  which  he  lost  his  assistant  adjutant  general,  major  C. 
Wright,  and  two  soldiers,  drowned.  The  general  rcachtd«me  six 
days  after,  nearly  exhausted  by  hunger  and  cold,  having  lost  his  bag. 
gage  and  cloathing,  and  being  compelled  to  wander  in  the  woods  four 
and  a  half  days  without  any  thing  to  subsist  on,  or  any  cloathing  ex* 
cept  a  patr  of  pantaloons.  lam  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
say  that  he  is  now  with  me,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  in  good  health. 
The  great  scarcity  of  subaltern  officers  in  the  4th  and  7th  regi* 
ments  of  infantry,  has.induced  ,me  to  appoint  several  young  men,  pre- 
sent, as  2d  lieutenants  in  the  regiments,  who,  from  personal  know- 
lede  and  good  recommendations,  I  have  no  doubt  will  prove  them* 
selves  worthy,  and  I  trust  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pre- 
sident.    A  list  of  their  names,  and  the  regiments  to  which  they  are 

.  attached,  will  be  furnished  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  by 
my  adjutant  general. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  al>ove,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  boat  from  the  bay  has  arrived  with  provisions;  also  colonel 
Gibson  and  captain  M*Keever  of  the  navy.  I  shall  move  to-morrow, 
having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with  captain  M'Keever  f(»r 
his  co-operation,  in  transporting  my  supplies  around  to  the  buy  of  St. 
Marks,  from  which  place  1  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicat- 
ing with  you.  Should  our  enemy  attempt  to  escape  with  his  supplies 
aqd  booty  to  the  small  islands,  and  from  thence  tQ  carry  on  a  predato- 
ry warfare,  the  aiisi3tanc«.  of  the  navy  will  prevent  his  escape. 
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General  Mlntoshi  commatiding  th^  (ritnAly  ijfetktf,  in^q  Mt 
been  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  right  batik  of  the  A(>pdiwlntdtft|W 
ported  to  me  on  the  19th,  that  he  had  captured,  without  iSnt  Ak  -^% 
gun,  one  hundred  and  eighty  women  and  children^  mod  tRf*tiiyM$ 
warriors  of  the  Red  Ground  ChtePft  pany,  with' their  c^e  mA.i^ 
pUes.  The  chief  and  thirty  warriors  making  th^ir  escibpe  6o  hov«i- 
back.  Ten  of  the  warriors  attempting  to  escape  after  utty  hftd  W0^ 
rendered,  were  killed  by  the  genermL 

tSigned]  A.J. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Celhaun^ 

Secretary  of  War. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Head  ^uarters^  Hivmon  of  the  Souths 
Camp  near  8t.  Maris^  8M  •april,  iSiS. 

8IB> 

I  wrote  you  from  Fort  Gbdsden,  communicating  the  endwr* 
rassments  under  which  I  had  labored  previous  to  my  arrival  at  ditt 
post,  and  my  determination,  being  then  in  a  situation  to  commcBce 
active  operation's,  to  penetrate  immediately  into  the  centre  of  the 
Seminole  towns.  My  army  marched  on  the  26ch  ulu  and  on  the  lit 
of  April,was  reinforced  by  the  friendly  Creek  warriors  under  geneni 
M^Intosh,and  a  detachment  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  commanded  by 
col.  Elliott.  On  the  same  day,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of  the 
Mekasukiaa  villages,  a  small  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  discoveredf 
judicially  located  on  a  point  of  land  projecting  into  an  extensive  mar« 
shy  pond^  the  position  designated,  as  since  understood,  for  the  con- 
centrating of  the  Negro  and  Indian  forces  to  give  us  batde.  They 
sustained  for  a  short  period  a  spirited  attack  from  my  advanced  spy 
companies,  but  fled  and  dispersed  in  every  direction  upon  coming  in 
contact  with  my  flank  columns,  and  discovering  a  movement  to  en* 
circle  them.  The  pursuit  was  continued  through  the  Mekasuki^^ 
towns  until  night  compelled  nie  to  encamp  my  army.  The  next  day 
detachments  were  ^nt  out  ia  every  direction  to'  reconnoitre  tlie 
county  aecQtt  diftU^V^'^  ImsdA^  ^BidkttAs^^  xs^^i^Ma^'^^^bQi* 
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The  iuiy  wis  6xerated  to  my  tattsfactiM;  nearly  three  hundred 
hoiuet  were  consumed,  and  the  greatest  abundance  of  com,  cattlcf 
he.  brought  in»  Every  indication  of  a  hostile  spirit  was  feond  in  the 
habitations  of  their  chtefa.  In  the  coui|cil  houses  of  Kenhagees  town, 
the  king  of  the  Mekasukians,  more  than  fifty  fresh  scalps  were  foundf 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  public  square  the  old  Bed  Stick's  standard, 
«  red  pole  was  erected,  crowned  with  scalps,  recognised  by  the  hair, 
as  torn  from  the  heads  of  the  unfortunate  companions  of  Scott.  .As 
I  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  portion  of  the  hostile  Indians  had  fled 
to  St.  Marks,  I  directed  my  march  towards  that  fortress,  jks  advis* 
ed,  I  found  that  the  Indians  and  Negroes  combined  had  demanded 
the  surrender  of  that  work.  The  Spanish  garrison  was  too  weak  to 
defend  it,  and  there  were  circumstances  reported,  producing  a  strong 
conviction  in  my -mind,  that  if  not  instigated  by  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties, the  Indians  had  received  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  from 
that  quarter.  Foreign  agentc,  who  have  been  long  practising  their 
intrigues  and  villanies  in  this  country,  had  free  access  into  the  fort. 
St.  Marks  was  necessary  as  a  depot  to  ensure  success  to  my  opera- 
tions; these  considerations  determined  me  to  occupy  it  with  an  Ame- 
rican force.  An  inventory  of  Spanish  property,  munitions  of  war, 
Itc.  has  been  taken  and  receipted  for.  Personal  rights  and  private 
property  have  been  respected,  and  the  commandant  and  garrison 
furnished  with  transportation  to  Pensacola.  My  correspondence 
with  the  Spanish  commandant,  the  evidences  under  which  I  acted, 
and  a  detailed  account  of  my  operations,  will  be  furnished  you  as 
early  as  pracucable.  '  Success  depends  upon  the  rapidity  of  my  move- 
ments; tomorrow  I  shall  march  for  the  Suwaney driver;  the  destroying 
the  establishments  on  which»  will,  ^in  my  opinion,  put  a  final  close  to 
this  savage  war.  • 

Captain  M'Ke#rer  of  the  navy,  cruising  at  my  request  on  this 
coast,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hago 
the  grei^t  prophet,  and  Hefnatdemico,  an  old  Red  Stick  chief.  They 
visited  his  vessels  under  an  impression  they  were  English,  from 
whom,  as  they  stated,  supplies  of  munitions  of  war  8^c.  under  late 
promises,  were  expected.  |Arbuthnot»a  Scotchman,  and  suspected  as 
an  instigator  of  this  savage  war,  was  found  in  St.  Marks;  he  is  in 
confinement  until  evidences  of  his  guilt  can  be  collected. 
I  am,  Ice*  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  OeneralcommamBng'* 
Campt  16  iniksfiom  8U  Mariif  on  march  to  Suwanet/j 

9<A  Jlprily  1818. 

From  evidence  lilmished  mjc  by  a  Mr.  HamUey,  there  is  litde 
loom  to  doi^K  but  wbffjt  one  of  the  chiefs  found  slain  on  the  field  iii 
tdvanc^  of  ti^e  Me]w^kian,  viBages,  was  Kenhajee.    f  ranciii,  02: 
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HillBHago  and  Hematllemico,  the  prime  instigators  of  tfab 
beeti  hung;  the  latter  commanded  the  party  who  so  inhumanlj  i 
ficed  Scott  and  his  companions.  Col.  Dyer  with  the  reouiiocler  rf 
the  Tennessee  volunteers,  is  in  the  neighborhood,  and  will^niitrwhk 
me  to-morrow. 

A.  J. 


Beai^  quarters f  Division  of  the  Souths  Bowlcy^s  Uram» 
Buwaney  River^  20tA  Jiprilf  1818. 

SIR, 

My  last  commnnication  dated  camp  before  St«  Marks,  adi 
April,  and  those  to  which  it  referred,  advised  you  of  my  movemeots 
and  operations  up  to  that  date;  and  as  i  then  advised  you,  I  marched 
from  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  On  the  eveoiag  of  the 
10th«I  was  joined  by  the  rear  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers^  abo  bgr 
the  Indians  under  General  Mlntosh,  whom  I  had  left  at  Mickasuky 
to  scour  the  country  around  that  place.  Although  the  weather  hai 
been  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the  waters  had  subsided  in  a  great  degree, 
our  march  might  be  said  to  have  been  through  water,  which  kept  the 
infantry  wet  to  the  middle,  and  the  depth  of  the  swamps,  added  to  the 
wantof  forage,occa8ioned  the  horses  to  give  out  daily  in  great  numbers. 
On  the  morning  of  ^he  12th  near  Econfinah  or  natural  bridge,  a  par* 
ty  of  Indians  were  discovered  on  the  margin  of  a  swamp  and  attacked 
by  general  Mcintosh,  and  about  fifty  Tenessee  aolunteers*  who  root* 
ad  them,  killing  thirty  seven  warriors*  and  capturing  six  men  and 
ninety-seven  women  and  children.  Also  recapturing  a  white  womaa 
who  had  been  taken  at  the  massacre  of  Scott.  The  friendly  Indians 
also  took  soo^e  horses,  and  about  five  handred  head  of  cattle  from  the 
enemy,  who  proved  to  be  McQueen's  party.  Upon  the  appltcratioo  of 
9n  old  woman  of  the  prisoners,  I  agreed  that  if  McQueen  was  tied 
and  carried  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  her  people  should  be 
received  in  peace,  carried  to  the  upper  tribes  of  the  Creek  nation,  and 
there  provisioned  until  they  could  raise  their  own  crops.  She  ap- 
peared much  pleased  with  those  terms>  and  I  set  her  at  liberty  witk 
written  instructions  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  to  that  effect. 
Having  received  no  further  intelligence  from  M'Queen;  I  am  induced 
to  believe  the  old  woman  has  complied  with  her  part  of  the  obltgatioa. 
From  St.  Marks  I  marched  with  eight  days  rations,  those  that  joined 
me  having  but  five:  this  was  done  imder  the  bxpecution  of  reaching 
this  phice  in  that  time,  founded  upon  the  report  of  my  faithful  Indiaa 
guide,  which  \sViou\dV^N^  ^ccom^lUKed^  but  for  the  poverty  of  my 
horses  and  the  couxmutA  Aittx»  olvmwc  ^xwi.^  Vtvv^  ^^  ^wA  « 
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l^tt*  Od  tbe  moniHig  of  the  15thy  my  scouts  overtook  a  small  par* 
ty  of  Indians  Htlliog  one  man,  and  capturing  the  residue,  consibting 
of  one  man  and  woman  and  two  children;  and  on  that  evening  I  en- 
€n^raped»  as  my  guide  supposed,  within  twelve  miles  of  ^uwaoey.  I 
marched  very  early  on  the  16th,  under  the  hope  of  baing  able  to  ei)« 
compass  and  attackfthe  Indian  and  Negro  towns  by  one  o'clock  P.  M* 
but  much  to  my  regfet,  at  3  o'clock,  and  after  marching  sixteen  miles , 
we  reached  a  remarkable  pond,  which  mv  guide  recollected  and  re*^ 
ported  to  be  distant  six  miles  from  the  object  of  my  march:  here  I 
should  have  halted  for  the  night,  had  not  six  mounted  Indians  (sup- 
posed to  be  spies)  who  were  discovered,  have  effected  their  escape; 
this  determined  me  to  attempt,  by  a  forced  movement,  to  prevent  the 
removal  of  their  effects,  and,  if  possible,  themselves  from  crossing  the 
river;  for  my  rations  being  out  it  was  all  important  to  secure  their 
suppUes  for  the  sul^istance  of  my  troops.  Accordingly,  my  lines  of 
attack  were  instantly  formed,  and  put  in  motion;  and  about  sunset 
my  left  flank  column,  composed  of  the  second  regiment  of  Tennessee 
volunteers  commanded  by  colonel  Williamson  and  a  part  of  the  friend- 
ly Indians  under  colonel  Kanard  having  approached  the  left  flank  of 
the  centre  town,  and  commenced  their  attack,  caused  me  to  quick- 
en the  pace  of  the  centre,  composed  of  the  regulars,  Georgia  militia^ 
and  my  volunteer  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  guards,  in  order  to  press 
the  enemy  in  his  centre, .  whilst  the  right  column,  com))osed  of  the 
first  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteer8,under  colonel  Dyer,and  a  part 
of  the  friendly  Indians,  headed  by  general  Mcintosh,  who  had  preced- 
ed me,  were  endeavoring  to  turn  his  left,  and  cut  off  his  retreat  to  the 
river.  They,  however,  having  been  previously  informed  of  our  force, 
by  a  precipitate  retreat,  soon  crossed  the  river,  where  it  is  believed 
colonel  Kanard,  with  his  Indians,  did  him  considerable  injury.  Mine 
negroes  and  two  Indians  were  found  dead,  and  tvf^o  negro  men  made 
prisoners.  On  the  17th,  foraging  parties  were  sent  out  who  found 
a  considerable  quantity  of  corn,  and  some  cattle*  On  the  18th,  having 
obtained  some  small  craft  I  ordered  general  Gaines  across  the  river 
with  a  strong  detachment,  and  two  days' provision,  to  pursue  the  en- 
emy; the  precipiuncy  of  their  flight  was  soon  discovered  4)y  the  great 
quantity  ofgoods,  corn,  &c.  strewed  through  the  swamps,  and  con- 
vinced general  Gaines  that  pursuit  was  in  vain:  nine  Indian  and  five 
negro  prisoners  were  taken  by  our  Indians:  the  evidence  of  their 
haste  witli  which  the  enemy  hadfled,  induced  the  general  to  confine 
his  reconnoisance  to  search  for  cattle  and  horses,  both  of  which  were 
much  wanted  by  the  army.  About  thirty  head  of  cattle  were  pro- 
cured, but  from  the  reporu  accompanying  general  Gaines,  which  in 
due  time  will  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  die  disobedience  of  his  or- 
ilers  by  the  Indians,  not  one  pound  was  brought  into  camp. 

As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  I  shall  forward  you  a  detailed 
account  of  the  various  little  affairs  with  the  enemy,  accompanied  with 
sports  ofthecommandingofficersof  detachments;  suffice  it  for  ^e 
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me,  that^  in  the  event  of  a  stubborn  conflict,  they  vould  hftv«  r« 
ed  the  best  hopes  of  their  country  and  gea^raL  I  bcUeve  I  ■ 
that  the  destruction  of  this  place,  with  the  possession  of  fit.  ] 
having  on  the  night  of  the  1 8th  captured  the  late  lieutenaot  A«iWs% 
ter  of  the  British  marine  corps,  and,  as  repi-eseote^  by  Arbnuhncil, 
successor  to  Woodbine,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the  praacal^aiii 
should  it  be  renewed,  the  position  taken,  which  ought  to  be  keU,w3| 
enable  a  small  party  to  put  it  down  prompdy.  I  shall  order»  or  taha 
myself,  a  reconnoisance  west  of  the  AppaladucoU  at  Penaacola  poia^ 
where,  I  am  iolormed  there  are  a  few  Red  Sticks  assembledy  who  tft 
fed  and  supplied  by  the  governor  of  Pensacola.  My  health  beiagi»i 
paired,  as  soon  as  this  duty  is  performed,  the  positions  tafctOi  wd 
garrisoned,  and  security  given  to  the  southern  frooder,  (if  the  Mf- 
crnment  have  not  active  employment  for  me,)  I  shall  return  to  Naik 
ville  to  regain  my  health.  The  health  of  the  troops  is  much  impairsdv 
and  i  have  ordered  the  Georgia  troops  to  Hartford,  to  be  muatosd, 
paid,  and  discharged, — the  general  having  commuivcaie4  hU  irish* 
es,  and  that  of  his  troops,  to  be  ordered  directly  there,  and  repoctiai 
that  they  have  plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to  subsist  tbem  to  that  point 
I  have  written  to  the  governor  of  Georgia  to  obtain  firom  she  ststti 
the  necessary  funds  to  pay  general  Glasscock's  brigade,  when  difrr 
charged,  and  that  the  government  will  prompdy  refund  it.  I  a« 
compelled  to  this  mode  to  have  them  promptly  paid,  Mr.  Hogan,llie 
pavipaster  of  the  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  (for  whom  I  received  from 
Mr-  Brent,  an  enclosure  said  to  contain  S5O,Q00)  not  having  readied 
Ake. 

From  tbe  information  received  from  Amhristetand  aMr.Cook, 
who  was  captured  with  him,  that  A.  Arbuthnot's  schooner  wna  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river,  preparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of  Tanipcr,  nay  aid  4| 
damp,  lieutenant  Gadsden,  volunteered  his  services  with  a  amaU  de*. 
tachment  to  descend  the  river  and  capture  her.  The  in^portanee  «C 
this  vessel  to  transport  my  sick  to  St.  Marks,  as  well  as  to  destroy  thi 
noieans  used  by  the  enemy,  induced  me  to  grant  bis  re%iie#l.  1^ 
sailed  yesterday,  and  I  estpected  to  have  heajrd  fironi  him  ship 
morning.  1  only  await  his  report  to  take  up  the  line  of  niarch  en  aqF 
return  to  St.  Marks.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by  whom  I  aeod  tUsi. 
beipg  about  to  march,  compels  m^  to  close  it  witboMt  thl&  report  (4 
lieutenant  Gadsden. 

I  have,  &c. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JAQKSOir, 

Tke  Hmor€bh  Secretary  of  War. 
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JEkad  ^tiarttnt  Division  South. 

Fort  8t.  Marhf  26thJprilt  1818. 

I  wrote  you  from  Bowleg's  Town  on  the  20th  instant.  On 
tiie  night  of  the  same  day,  I  rtceived  the  expected  despatch  from 
aid-de*camp  lieutenant  Gadsden,  communicating  the  success  of  bis 
expedition;  and  on  the  next  day,  as  soon  as  the  sick  of  my  army  were 
despatched  dowti  Suwaney  river,  to  be  conveyed  in  the  captured 
schooner  to  St.  Marks,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  that  fort.  I 
arrived  at  this  place  last  evening,  performing  a  march  of  107  miles 
in  less  than  five  days.  Lieutenant  Gadsden  had  reached  it  a  few 
hours  before  me;  he  communicates  having  found  among  the  papers 
of  Arbuthnot,  Ambristie,  and  Cook,  letters^  memorials,  &c.  all 
pointing  out  the  instigators  of  this  savag^e  war,  and  in  some  measure 
involving  the  British  government  in  the  agency.  ,  These  will  be  for- 
warded you  in  a  detailed  report,  I  purpose  communicating  to  you  as 
early  as  practicable.  The  old  woman  spoken  of  in  my  last  combiu- 
nication  to  you,  who  had  promised  to  use  her  influence  in  having 
McQueen  captured  and  delivered  up,  has  not  been  heard  of.  From 
signs  discovered  on  the  opposite  shore  of  St.  Marks  river,  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  that  Indian  party  is  still  in  the  neighborhood. 
A  detachment  will  be  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  to  receive 
diem  as  friends,  if  disposed  to  surrenderi  or  inflict  merited  chastise- 
ment, if  atill  hostile. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days  for  fort  Gkidsden,  and  af« 
ter  making  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  posi- 
tions occupied,  and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the  country  west  of  the 
Appalachicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  for  Nashville.  My  presence  in 
this  country  can  be  no  longer  necessary.  The  Indian  forces  have 
been  divided  and  scattered*  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
those  unprincipled  agents  of  foreign  nations,  who  have  deluded  them 
to  their  ruin;  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  remain,  of  again 
^annoying  our  frontier. 

I  reaunn,  8tc» 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

MaJ.  Gen.  Covmafufyug^ 

Usnorabk  J.  C.  CMoun^ 

Secretary  vfWmr. 
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^    Ekad  ^mrterSf  Dhmon  Souths  Fert  Gadiden,  May  5, 1816. 

SIB, 

I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army,  on  the  evening  of  the  Sd 
inst.  and  embrace  an  ear|y  opportunity  of  furnishing  you  a  detailed 
report  of  my  operations,  to  the  east  of  the  Appalachicola  river,  fa 
the  several  communications  addressed  toyou^from  Hartford,  Fort 
Scott,  and  this  place,  I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  army,  oo  my 
assuming  the  immediate  command;  the  embarrassments  occasioned 
from  the  want  of  provisions;  the  privations  of  my  troops,  on  their 
'march  from  the  frontiers  of  Greorgia;  and  the  circumstances  whidi 
compelled  me  to  move  directlyfdown  the  Appalachicola  river,  to  meet 
with  and  protect  the  expected  supplies  from  Orleans.  These  wrre 
received  on  the  25th  of  March,  and  on  the  next  day  I  w^s  prepared 
for  active  operations.  For  a  detailed  accourit  of  my  movemeno, 
from  that  period  to  this  day,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  fd- 
port  prepared  by  my  adjutant  general,  accompanied  with  captaia 
Hugh  Young's  topographical  sketch  of  the  route  and  disunce  per* 
formed.  This  has  been  principally  a  war  of  movements;  the  enemy, 
cut  off  from  their  strong  holds,  or  deceived  in  the  promised  foreign 
aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  engagement.  Their  resist- 
ance has  generally  been  feeble,  and  in  the  partial  rencountres' toco 
which  they  seem  to  have  been  involuntarily  forced;  the  regulars,  vo- 
lunteers, and  militia,  under  my  command,  realised  my  expectatioas. 
Every  privation,  fatigue,  and  exposure,  was  encountered  with  the 
spirit  of  soldiers,  and  danger  was  met  with  a  degree  of  fortitude,  cal- 
culated to  strengthen  the  eonfidence  I  had  reposed  in  them. 

On  the  commencement^of  my  operations,  I  was  strongly  impress* 
ed  with  the  belief,  that  this  Indian  war,  had  been  ekcited  by  sose 
unprincipled  foreign  or  private  agents.  The  outlaws  of  the  old  Bed 
Stick  party,  had  been  severely  convinced,  and  the  Seminotes  were 
too  weak  in  numbers,  to  believe  that  they  could  posH  ibly,  aloac, 
maintain  a  war,  with  even  partial  success,  agaiiist  the  United  States. 
Firmly  convinced,  therefore,  that  succour  had  been  promiAed  froa 
some  quarter,  or  that  they  had  been  deluded  into  a  belief,  that  Ame* 
rica  dare  not  violate  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  by  penetrating  to  tbeir 
towns,  I  early  determined  to  ascertain  these  facts,  and  so  direct  »f 
movements,  as  to  undeceive  the  Indians.  After  the  destmctiooci 
the  Mekasukean  villages,  I  marched  direct  for  St.  Marks;  the  cont9> 
pondence  between  myself  and  the  Spaiiish  commandant,  in  which  I 
demanded  the  occupancy  of  that  fortress  with  an  American  garrisoa, 
accompany  this.  It  had  been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  the  gover- 
nor of  F^nsacola,  that  the  Indians  and  Negroes,  unfriendly  to  the 
United  States,  had  demanded  of  the  commandant  of  St^  Marks,  t 
supply  of  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  &c.  threatening  in  the  evest 
of  a  non  compWauce^lo  take  possession  of  the  fort. 

The  BpauiBV  commaxkdaax  %.0LtiQ\AK.4<^^\V\^  djtfeacdleai  at  ate  of 
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bis  fortress^  and  his  inability  to  defend  it;  and  the  gotftrnor  of  Peoia- 
cola,  expressed  similar  apprehensions.  The  Spanish  s^nts  through- 
out the  Floridas,  had  uniformly  disavowed  having  any  connexion 
with  the  Iilidians,  and  acknowledged  the  obligations  of  his  Catholic 
m^esty,  under  existing  treaties^  to  restrain  their  outrages  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  they  declared  that  the  Seminole  Indians  were  viewed  aB 
alike  hostile  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  the  will  fematned^ 
though  the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited  chastisement  on  this 
lawless  tribe.  It  was  therefore  to  be  supposed,  that  the  American 
army,  impelled  by  the  immtuable  laws  of  self  defence,  to  penetrate 
the  territories  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  to  iight  his  battles,  and  even 
to  relieve,  from  a  cruel  bondage,  some  of  his  own  subjects,  would 
have  been  received  as  allies,  hailed  as  deliverers,  and  every  fiicility 
afforded  to  them  to  terminate  speedily,  and  successfully,  this  savage 
war.  Fort  St.  Marks  could  not  be  mainuined  by  the  Spanish  force 
garrisoning  it.  The  Indians  and  negroes  viewed  it  as  an  asylum,  if 
driven  from  their  towns,  and  were  preparing  to  occupy  it  in  this 
^ent.  It  was  necessary  to  anticipate  their  movements,  ir.dependant 
of  the  position  being  deemed  essential  as  a  depot,  on  which  the  suc- 
cess of  my  future  operations  measurably  depen4cd.*  In  the  spirit  of 
friendship  therefore,  I  demanded  its  surrender  to  th6  army  of  th^ 
United  States,  until  the  close  of  the  Seminole  war.  The  Spanish 
commandant  required  time  to  reflect;  it  was  gn^nted,  and  anegotia« 
tion  ensued,  and  an  efibrt  made  to  protract  it  tp  an  unwarrantable 
length.  In  the  conversations  between  my  aid  de  camp,  lieut.  Gads* 
den,  and  the  Spanish  commandant,  circumstances  transpired,  con- 
victing him  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Indians,  and  of  having  taken 
an  active  part  in  aiding  and  abetting  them  in  this  war.  I  hesitated 
therefore  no  longer,  and  as  I  could  not  be  received  in  friendship,  I 
entered  the  fort  by  violence.  Two  light  companies  of  the  seventh 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  one  ol  the  fourth,  under  the  command  of 
major  Twiggs,  was  ordered  to  advance,  lower  the  Spanish  colors  and 
hoist  the  sur  spangled  l)anner  on  the  ramparts  effort  St.  Marks. 
Ilie  order  was  executed  promptly;  no  resistance  attempted  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  garrison. 

The  duplicity  of  the  Spanish  commandant,  in  professing  friend- 
ship towards  the  United  Siates,  while  he  was  actually  aiding  and 
supplying  her  savage  enemies;  throwing  open  the  gates  of  his  garri* 
son  to  their  free  access;  appropriating  the  king's  stores  to  their  use; 
issuing  ammunition  and  munitions  of  war  to  ihem;  and  knowingly 
purchasing  of  them,  property  plundered  from  the  citizens  pf  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  is  clearly  evinced,  by  the  documents  accompanying  my 
torrespondence. 

In  fort  St.  Marks,  as  an  inmate  in  the  family  of  the  Spanish 
commandant,  an  Englishman,  by  the  name  of  Arbuthnot  wa&  foui^d, 
utiable  satisfactorily,  to  eKplsun  the  objects  of  his  visiting  this  coun* 
try;  and  there  being  a  cibmbinatitHi  of  circumstances^  to  justify  a  stis* 
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pictODf  that  his  views  were  not  honest,  he  was  ordered  in  close  CQCii> 
fioement.  The  capture  of  his  schooner ,  near  the  mouth  of  theSi^ 
waney  river,  by  my  aid  de  camp,  lieut.  Gadsden,  and  the  papers 
found  on  board,  unveiled  his  cortupt  transactions,  as  well  as  thos^iif 
captain  Ambristie,  late  of  the  British  colonial  marine  corps,  taken  |p 
a  prisoner,  near  fiowlcg^s  Town*  These  individuals,  were  tried  oa* 
4er  my  orders,  by  a  special  court  of  select  officers;  legally  coufkud 
as  exciters  of  this  savage  and  negro  war;  legally  coudeodoed*  and 
most  justly  punished  for  their  iniquities.  The  proceedings  of  die 
court  martial  in  this  case,  with  ihe  volume  of,testimony,  justifying 
their  condemnation,  presents  scenes  of  wickedness,  corruption,  aaa 
t^arbarity,  at  which  the  heart  sickens,  and  in  which,  in  this  enligbt- 
ened  age,  it  ought  not  scarcely  to  he  believed,  that  a  christian  natioa 
would  have  participated;  and  yet  the  British  government  is  involved 
m  the  agency.  If  Arbutbnot  and  Ambristie,  are  not  convicted  u 
the  authorized  agents  of  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doobc, 
but  that  that  government  had  a  knowledge  of  their  assumed  charcteTi 
and  was  well  advised  of  the  measures  which  they  had  adopted  to  e](- 
cite  the  negroes  and  Indians  in  East  Florida,  to  war  against  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

I  hope  the  execiuion  of  these  two  unprincipled  villians,  wiU 
prove  an  awful  example  to  the  world,  and  convince  the  governmeat 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  her  subjects,  that  certain,  if  slow,rctriba« 
tion  awaits  those  unchristian  wretches,  who,  by  false  promises,  de- 
lude and  excite  an  Indian  tribe,  to  all  the  horrid  deeds  of  savagi 
war.  Previous  to  my  leaving  fort  Gadsden,  1  had  occasion  to  ad- 
dress  a  communication  to  the  governor  of  Fensacola,  on  the  subjea 
of  permitting  supplies  to  pass  up  the  Escambia  river  to  fort  Crawfordt 
This  letter,  with  another  from  St.  Marks,  on  the  subject  df  some 
United  States'  clothing  shipped  in  a  vessel,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Spanish  government,  to  that  post,  I  now  enclose,  with  his  reply.  Hie 
governor  of  Pensacola's  refusal  of  my  demand,  cannot  but  be  viewed 
as  evincing  an  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  particularly  in  connexioa 
with  some  circumstances,  reported  to  me  from  the  most  unquestioa* 
able  authority.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  Indians  at  war  with  the 
United  States,  have  frfe  access  into  Pensacola;  that  they  are  kept  ad« 
vised  from  that  quarttrr,  of  all  our  movements;  that  they  are  supplied 
from  thence,  with  ammunition  and  munitions  of  war;  and  that  they 
are  now  collecting  in  a  large  body  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  thou- 
sand warriors,  in  that  city;  that  inroads  from  thence,  have  been  late- 
ly made  on  the  Alabama,  in  one  of  which,  eighteen  settlers  fell  by  the 
tomahawk.  These  statements  compel  me  to  make  a  movement  to  the 
west  of  the  Appalachicola,  and  should  they  prove  correa,  Peosacob 
ifiustbe  occupied  with  an  American  force;  the  governor  treated  accord- 
log  to  his  dtserts,  or  as  policy  may  dictate.  1  shall  leave  stroog  gar- 
risons in  foru  8t.  Marks,  Gadsden,  and  Scott,  and  \n  Fensa^li, 
sbotddi  it  become  nece%%^tN  \a  v^^&sess  it.  It  becomes  any  duty  to 
^*ate  it  as  my  cou&ttatd  oi^\\»»u^  i^v%q  Vs(x%vk'^%\\)^VML  la^it  die 
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power  or  will,  to  enforce  the  treaties,  by  wliich  she  is  solemnly  hobdSA 
to  preserve  the  Indians  within  her  territory,  at  peace  with  the  Utlitet 
States,  no  security  can  be  given  to  our  southern  frontierf  without  oi> 
cupying  a  cordun  of  posts  along  the  sea  shore.  The  moment  the 
American  army  retires  from  Florida^  the  war  hatchet  will  be  again 
raised,  and  the  same  scenes  of  indiscriminate  massacre,  with  which  . 
our  frontier  settlers  have  been  visited,  will  be  repeated.  So  bng  aa 
the  Indians,  wiihin  the  territory  of  Spain  are  exposed  to  the  deln* 
sions  of  faUe  prophets,  and  poison  of  foreign  intrigue;  so  long  is 
they  can  receive  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  &c.  from  pretended 
traders  and  Spanish  commandants^  it  will  be  impossible  to  festraia 
their  outrages.  The  burning  of  the  towns,  the  destroying  of  their 
stock  and  provisions,  will  produce  but  temporary  embarrassments* 
Resupplied  by  Spanish  authorities,  they  mav  concentrate  and  dis- 
perse at  will,  ^nd  keep  up  a  lasting  and  predatory  warfare  against 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  as  expensive  to  our  government, 
as  harrassing  to  our  troof  s.  The  savages  therefore,  must  be  made 
dependent  6n  us,  and  cannot  be  kept  at  peace,  without  being  persuad- 
ed, of  the  certainty  of  chastisement  being  inflicted|  on  the  commis- 
sion of  the  first  offence. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued, 
will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
They  have  been  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  and  lui^ 
der  a  firm  conviction,  that  they  alone  were  calculated  to  ensure 
*^j>eace  and  security  to  the  southern  frontier  of  Georgia." 

The  army  will  move  on  the  7th  from  hence,  crossins  the  Appt- 
lachlcola  river  at  Ochesee  Bluff,  about  forty  miles  above  this* 

(Signed)        ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj.  Gen,  CommaruHng. 
The  Hon.  J.  C.  Cathoun^  Secretary  of  War. 


Bead  ^uarferSy  DwUian  of  the  Bmahf 
Fort  Gadtden^  2Bth  Mofch^  181S* 

SIR, 

I  have  ordered  a  supply  of  provisions  to  be  sent  from  New  0& 
leans,  via  Pensacola,  to  fort  Crawford  on  the  Caneucho,  This  rbitte 
haa  been  adopud  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  provisioning  one  of  my 


garrhdus,  which  must  be  maintained  during  the  present 
against  our  mutual  enemies^  the  Seminole  Indians;  aod  I  cannotlMt 
express  a  hope,  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  interrupt  the  freefM- 
sage  of  my  transports  to  that  post.  I  am  not  disposed  to  enter  iais 
any  controversy  with  you  on  the  rights  which  our  govemmefit  nMqr 
claim  to  the  free  navigation  of  such  water  courses  as  head  wilhni 
her  limits,  but  flow  through  the  territory  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  pre- 
ferring to  have  these  subjects  to  be  settled  by  those  legally  authorized; 

.but  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  use  of  the  £scambia  river  in 
passing  up  provisions  to  the  garrison  at  fort  Crawford,   I  wish  it  to 

,  be  distinctly  understood,  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt  the  passage  of 
transports,  cannot  be  viewed  in  any  other  lights  than  as  an  hostile 
act  on  your  part.  I  will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe, 
that  you  would  commit  an  act  so  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the 
Icing  your  master.  His  Catholic  majesty,  as  well  as  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  are  alike  interested  in  cha8tisinl|;  a  savage  foe, 
who  have  too  long  warred  with  impunity  against  his  subjects,  as  well 
as  the  citizens  of  this  republic,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  every  aid 
which  yoU  can  give  to  promote  this  object,  %vill  be  cheerfully  tend^ 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Qcn.  Comd'g. 
Bon  JoBt  Masaott 

Oovernor  of  Fenuxcola. 


No.  i. 


(Copy,) 


Headquarters^  Division  of  the  Soutfi^ 
Before  /SC  Marks^  6th  Jfiril,  I  si  8. 

To  chastise  a  savage  foe,  who,  combined  with  a  lawless  band  of 
VgFo  brigands,  have  for  some  time  past  been  carrying  on  a  cruel  and 
VngrgvOked  war  ggainst  the  citizens  of  the  United  States^  has  com. 
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pelted  the  PresideDjt  to  direct  me  to  inarch  my  army  iifto  Florida*  I 
have  penetrated  to  the  Mekasoky  towns  and  reduced  them  to  ashes. 
In  these  towns,  I  found  many  indications  of  a  hostile  spirit.  On  a 
red  pole  in  the  centre  of  the  council  houses  of  Kenhaja's  Town,  more 
than  fifty  fresh  scalps  of  all  ages,  from  the  infant  to  the  aged  matron, 
were  found  suspended.  In  addition  to  this,  upwards  ot  three  hun- 
dred old  scalps  were  found  in  the  dwellings  of  the  different  chiefs 
settled  on  the  Mekasuky  pond.  Those  barbarians  who  escaped  death 
have  fled.  From  information  communicated  by  the  governor  of  Pen- 
sacola  to  two  of  my  captains,  Gordon  and  Call,  I  was  induced  to  be- 
lieve they  had  fled  to  St.  Marks  for  protection.  The  governor  stated 
that  the  Indians  and  negroes  had  dt:manded  of  you  large  supplies  of 
munitions  of  war,  with  a  threat,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  of  taking 
possession  of  your  fortress.  He  further  expressed  an  apprehension 
that  from  your  defenceless  state,  they  were  already  in  possession  of 
St.  Marks.  The  wife  of  Chenubby,  a  noted  chief,  now  a  prisoner  in 
my  camp,  informed  me  that  the  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  obtained 
their  supply  of  ammunition  from  St.  Marks.  To  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  so  gross  a  violation  of  neutrality,  and  to  exclude  our  savage 
enemies  from  so  strong  a  hold  as  St.  Marks,  I  deem  it  expedient  to 
garrison  that  fortress  with  American  troops,  until  the  close  of  the 
present  war,  This  measure  is  justifiable  on  the  immutable  principle 
of  self  defence;  and  cannot  but  be  satisfactory,  under  •xisting  cir* 
cumstacices,  to  his  Catholic  majesty,  the  king  of  Spain.  Under  ex- 
bting  treaties  between  our  two  governments*  the  Ung  of  Spain  is 
bound  to  preserve  in  peace  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not 
only  his  own  subjects,  but  all  Indiana  tribes  residing  within  his  terri- 
tory. When  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  part  of  the  treaty,  in  rela-  . 
tion  to  a  savage  tribe  who  have  long  depredated  with  impunity  on  the 
American  frontier,  incompetency  is  alleged,  with  an  acknowledgmeift 
that  the  same  tribe  have  acted  in  open  hostility  to  the  laws,  and  invaded 
the  rights,  of  his  Catholic  majesty.  As  a  mutual  enemy,  therefore,  it 
is  expected  that  every  facility  will  be  afforded  by  the  agents  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  to  chastise  these  lawless  and  inhuman  savages.  In 
this  light  is  the  possession  ot  St.  Marks  by  the  American 
forces,  to  be  viewed.  I  came  not  as  the  enemy  but  as  the  friend 
of  Spaiiu  Spanish  rights,  and  property  will  be  respected.  The 
property  and  righu  of  Spanish  subjects  will  be  guaranteed  them. 
An  inventory  of  all  public  pre  perty,  munitions  of  war,  be.  shall 
be  made  out,  and  certified  by  an  officer  appointed  by  each  of 
us,  and  a  receipt  given  for  the  sanke,  to  be  accounted  for  to  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty,  by  the  United  Sutes.  The  subject  of  my  possession 
of  the  garrison  of  St.  Marks,  will  be  referred  to  our  respective  gov^ 
«mments  for  amicable  adjustment. 

Some  armed  vessels  of  tMe  United  States  are  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Marks,  with'  whom  I  wish  to  communicate;  you  will,  I  trust,  furnisii 
ine  with  a  small  yessel  to  convey  a  letter,  as  well  as  some  sick  «(ld 
jvoanded  that  are  with  me.    As  our  fnutual  savage  enennies  are  col^^ 
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centrating  their  forces  oear,  or  on  the  Suwaaeyi  an  early  and  prompl 
answer  is  required  to  this  ktter,  with  an  English  transhdon,  m  aeP 
|her  myself  or  staff  are  acquainted  with  the  Spanish. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  my  aid*de-camp,  lieut.  James  Gadh 
den,  by  whom  an  answer  is  expected. 

I  have,  &c. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

.  Major  Cfen.  Comd*g. 

The  Commanding  Q^ety  8^  Maria^ 


No.  a. 


Head  ^juarters^  Division  of  the  Samh^ 
Camp  near  8i.  Marh^  7th  JtprtL,  18i8. 
fiIR» 

I  refer  you  to  my  communication  of  yeifterday,  for  the  motifts 
which  have  compelled  me  to  occupy  the  fort  of  St.  Marks.  I  againre^ 
peat,  that  I  have  entered  the  territory  of  Spain  as  a  friend,  to  cbas« 
tise  a  mutual  enemy  of  both  nations,  and  whom  his  Catholic  mar 
jesty  was  bound,  under  the  most  sacred  of  treaties,  to  have  panishei 
himself.  Peculiar  circumstances  however,  have  prevented,  and  it 
was  therefore  expected  that  every  facility  would  have  bees  pven  ts 
the  American  arms,  to  have  ensured  success  lo  their  operatioos. 
The  occupation  of  St.  Marks  is  essential  to  the  accomplishnrient  of  mr 
campaign^  and  is  peculiarly  so  at  this  period,  when  evidence  is  derivci 
from  every  source  of  the  designs  of  the  negroes  and  Indiana  agaiort 
that  fortress.  They  are  noivconcentrattog  with  the  intention  of  taking 
possession  of  St.  Marks,  the  moment  my  army  moves  from  its  vicii^ 
ity  The  dislodging  them  from  which,  wtH  cost  oie  more  Americaa 
biood  than  1  am  disposed  should  be  shed.  Success  to  my  operatiofs 
requires  despatch;  you  will  excuse  me  thereforeyin  refusing  your  re* 
quest,  that  a  suspension  should  be  granted  imfeil  a  permit  is  obtmned 
from  your  government,  and  on  insistii^  th^  fort  St.  Marks  afaoukl 
be  immediately  occupied  by  Americaa  troops.  Major  Fmnaiog,  VKf 
inspector  general,  and  lieut.  Simmaria^  of  the  ordnadce  department 
Me  appotnto^.  to  act»  with  one  or  twaoA^era  nojiunatcd  on  yMr  igm\ 
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^o  take  an  inventory  of,  and  inspect  all  public  property  in  the  fort  of 
iSt.  Marks,  for  which  receipts  will  be  given  in  the  nanae  of  the  Ameri- 
can government.  Any  disposition  which  you  would  wish  made  with 
the  private  property  of  yourself,  officers  and  soldiers,  ofr  any  other 
arragements  gratifying  to  yourself,  will  be  settled  by  my  aid-de» 
camps  licut.  Gadsden  and  OiasscL 


[Signed] 

Don  Francisco  Caso  huengOm 
Commandani  Fori  8t.  Marks. 


ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Gen.  commanding* 


Head  Quarters  J  Dhision  oj  the  South, 

Camp  near  St.  Marks^  7(h  Aprils  18i8tf 
SIB, 

I  have  reccWcd  your  protest  against  my  proceedings.  The 
occupancy  of  fort*^  St.  Marks  by  my  troops,  previous  to  your  assent- 
ing to  the  measure,  became  necessary  from  the  difficulties  thrown  iu 
the  way  of  an  amicable  adjustment,  notwithstanding  my  assurances 
that  every  arrangement  should  be  made  te^v^ur  satisfaction,  and  ex« 
pressing  a  wish  that  my  movements  against  our  common  enemy, 
should  not  be  retarded  by  a  tedious  negotiation.  I  again  repeat  what 
has  been  reiterated  to  you  through  my  aid-de  camp,  lieut  Gadsden^ 
that  your  personal  rights  and  private  property  shall  be  respected; 
that  your  situation  shall  be  made  as  comfortable  as  practicable,  while 
compelled  to  remain  in  fort  St.  Marks,  and  that  transports  shall  be 
furnished  as  soon  as  they  can  be  obtained,  to  convey  yomrself,  fami* 
^ly,  and  command^  to  Pensacola.  I  daily  expect  some  vessels  from  the 
bay  of  Appalacbicola;  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  the  most  suitable  shall 
be  selected  for  said  purpose. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 


Jhn  Francisco  Cassto  Zuaego, 
.  Qovcmot  8t.  Marks. 


Major  Ben,  Commanding, 
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Head  ^uarters^  Division  of  the  Souih, 

Fort  St.  Maris.  Jlprii  2r,  181A. 


Sift, 


After  I  left  this  post  for  St.  Juan,  to  ifisperse  and  destroy  the 
mutual  enemy  of  Spain  and  the  United  States,  a  small  schooner  with 
men  and  supplies  arrived  from  Pensacolat  and  was  taken  possessioo 
of  and  detained  by  my  officer  left  in  command.  This  vessel  has  bees 
liberated  with  all  her  effects,  excepting  some  clothing  of  the  United 
States,  unaccompanied  with  any  invoice,  and  which  has  been  detain- 
ed as  supposed  to  be  a  part  ot  that  taken  on  board  the  boats  witbm 
the  territory  of  this  republic,  in  which  lieutenant  Scott  of  the  United 
States  army,  with  his  command  were  so  inhumanly  massacred.— 
I  regret,  being  compelled  to  state  to  you,  that  from  the  papers  soi 
other  proofs  taken  at  St.  Juan's,  the  quantity  of  American  cattk 

found  at  St.  Marks,  and  purchased  by from  the  commissary  oftbe 

post,  and  the  intercourse  kept  up  between  this  post  and  the  hostile 
Indians,  there  is  too  much  ground  to  believe  that  the  Indians  have 
been  (HicOuraged,  aided  and  abetted  by  the  officers  of  Spain,  b  this 
cruel  war  against  the  United  States.  Proof  positive  exists,  that  tht 
Indians  were  supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  late  commandant  at 
St.  Marks,  llie  United  States  clothing  being  found  oo  board  of  a 
vessel,  in  the  employ  of  the  government  of  Spaioy  sailing  from  Pen* 
sacota  direct  for  this  post,  compells  me  to  call  on  you  for  a  statement 
in  what  manner  you  came  possessed  of  said  clothing.  The  goodun- 
derstanding  that  so  happily  existed  between  his  Catholic  maicsty  aod 
the  United  States,  found  a  just  ground  to  believe  that  his  agents 
would  have  discountenanced  this  cruel  and  savage  war,  against  the  cib 
izens  of  this  republic.  Spain,  too  weak  to  comply  with  her  treaties 
with  the  United  StateSf  or  chastise  her  own  savage  subjects,  wif* 
ing  war  against  a  friendly  nation,  it  was  scarcely  to  be  believed  tint 
her  officers  would  have  been  detected  in  aiding  and  abetting  the  ene- 
my; assisting  with  the  intelligence  of  our  movements,  and  purcbas' 
ing  the  property  depredated  of  us.  America  just  to  her  treaties,  aod 
anxious  to  maintain  peace  with  the  world,  cannot  and  will  notpernut 
such  a  lavage  war  carried  on  in  disguise  any  longer.  Asylums  hai 
been  granted  to  the  persons  and  property  of  an  Indian  foe.  (Pu 
tives  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States.)  Facilities  deeo 
me,  necessary  to  terminate  a  war,  which  under  existing 
should  have  been  miaintained.  by  Spain,  for  feeding  my  troaps,* 
liberating  the  subjects  of  Spain,  imprisoned  by  the  IndianSy  have  aU 
been  denied  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  majestv  All  these  facts 
prove  the  unjust  conduct  of  Spanish  agents  in  Florida.    It  cannot 
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be  longer  tolerated;  and  although  a  republic,  foud  of  peace^  the  JJmu 
ed  States  know  her  rights,  and,  at  the  expense  of  war,  will  main- 
tain them. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

J^IaJor  general  commanding. 

Don  Johe  Mcusoty 

Oovemor  ofPensacola, 


(Translated  copy.) 

JtoH  Excellent  8tr  9 

On  the  S^th  of  the  present  month,  captain  Amelung,  of  the 
first  United  States^  regiment,  put  into  my  hands  your  excellency's 
letter,  dated  at  Washington,  Mississippi  territory,  on  the  23d  of 
April  last;  in  which,  after  apprizing  me  that  your  government  had 
given  it  in  charge  to  you,  to  inform  me  that  the  Fort  of  the  negroes 
erected  during  the  last  war  with  Grreat  Britain,  near  the  junction  of 
the  Chattahouche  and  Flint  rivers,  had  been  reinforced,  and  was  nov^ 
occupied  by  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  many  of  wliom 
were  seduced  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  (who  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,)  and  that  all  of  them  are  well  armed,  provi- 
sioned, and  disciplined.  You  make  many  wise  reflections,  with  re- 
spect to  the  serious  injuries  which  may  result  from  tolerating  such 
an  establishment,  not  only  to  those  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  it,  by  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  nation;  but  likewise  to  the  good 
Ubderstanding  which  happily  exists  between  uur  respective  govern- 
ments: yo#  enter  into  an  investigation,  to  show  what  the  Spanish 
authorities  ought  to  do,  to  put  an  end  to  an  evil  of  so  serious  a  na- 
ture, in  the  mode  prescribed  by  those  principles  of  good  faith  which 
are  the  foundation  of  friendly  neighborhood  among  nations;  you 
distinctly  state  what  this  governinent  ought  immediately  to  do,  in 
failure  of  which  your  government  will  be  obliged  to  do  it«  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;  and  you  conclude 
by  requesting  me  to  state  in  my  answer  to  your  letter,  whether  the 
said  Fort  had  been  constructed  by  the  S^nish  government;  and  whe« 
ther  the  negroes  who  composed  its  gailwn  were  deemed  subjecu  of 
his  Catholic  majesty;  and,  if  the  I^grfM^  ^ot  built  by  Spanish  iau- 
thority,  to  state  by  what  authorit^yMl  by  whose  order  it  was  built. 
9        ' 
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la  mnswer  to  your  excellency.  I  will  a|»l4»  (with  veraetQr,  whk^ 
comports  with  thae  character  of  an  honorable  epcer,  in  wMka  di||j| 
rank  myselQ  that  having  arrived  at  this  ptace'nearly  at  d^  dl^p^dT 
ibe  month  of  March  preceding,  and  being  informed  of  what  y6**jir 
cellency  has  communicated  to  me,  (with  this  difference,  tbat  tllMi^^fV 
instead  of  being  where  you  place  it,  is  to  be  found  on  Uie  eastern  msilk 
of  the  Apalachicola,  at  about  fifteen  miles  from  its  mouth  or  ^nV^amf 
into  the  sea)  I  lost  no  time  in  proposing  to  my  captain  geDerjd  Alt 
measures  which  appeared  to  me  proper,  as  well  for  securing  tke  ta« 
habitants  of  the  country  under  my  command  from  the  damage,  hps, 
and  injuries  which  they  have  suffered,  and  still  suffer,  from  this  esta^b* 
lishment,  as  to  preveni  the  American  citizens  and  the  friendly  Jk* 
dians  of  the  neighborhood  from  continuing  to  experience  thena,  |  have 
hitherto  receive<i  no  answer,  and  consequently  your  excelkoqf  (wIm> 
knows  how  limited  are  the  powers  of  a  subordinated  officer,)  cpmot 
be  surprised  that  1  should  make  known  to  you,  that,  ahhough  asy 
mode  of  thinking  exactly  corresponds  with  yours,  as  to  the  dialog-  . 
ingof  the  negroes  from  the  Fort;  the  occupying  of  it  with  SpanUi 
troops,  or  destroying  it;  and  df livering  the  negroes,  who  may  be  col- 
lected to  their  lawful  owners;  I. shall  not  be  able  to  act  until  1  receive 
the  orders  of  my  captain  general,  and  the  assisstance  necessary  to  ea* 
able  me  to  undertake  the  ctiterpriae,  with  a  moral  certainty  of  accom- 
plishing the  end.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  dctermioration  of  the  said 
chief  cannot  be  long  delayed;  and,  should  it  authoriae'  me  to  act, 
your  excellency  may  rest  assured  and  persuaded  that  I  will  not  lose 
an  instant  in  adopting,  on  my  part,  the  most  efficacious  measuras^Jbr 
cutting  up  by  theV^ot,  an  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  full  extent  stated  in 
'  yoor  letter,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  who  arc  subjects  of  my 
sovereign,  and  whose  prosperity  and  tranquillity,  it  is  my  duty  to  pre- 
serve and  protect. 

With  this  explanation,  your  beforenamcd  letter  may  be  const-  ; 
dered  fully  answered,  as  it  gives  you  to  understand  that,  thinking  a» 
your  excellency  thinks,  with  respect  to   the  necessity  of  destroyliig 
the  negioes,  the  Fort  of  Apalachicola  occupied  by  them  was   not 
constructed  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government;  and  that  the   oe^ 
gf-oes,  although  in  part  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  this  province^  and, 
as  rational  beings,  may  be  subjects  of  the  king  my  master,  ane  deemed 
by  me  insurgents,  or  rebels  against  the  authority  not  Qt^ly  of  H.  C  M*, 
but  also  of  the  proprietors,  from  whose  service  they  have  withdrawn 
themselves;  some  seduced  by  the  English  colonel   Edward  NicoUs,  . 
^  major  Woodbine,  and  their  agents;  and  others,  from  their  inclioa-  ' 
tion  tartin  off:  But  as  your  excellency  manifests  a  particular  desire, 
that,  in  case  the   fort  was  not  erected  by  Spanish  authority,  1  should 
state  byv^at  authority,  and  by  whose  order  it  was  erected,  I  ha^eoQ. 
d'^fRculty  in  satisfying  your  curiosity,  by  informing  you  that  I  fcnve 
understood  ever  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the  said  Fort  and, 
another,  near  the  confluence  T)f  the  Chattahouche  and  Flint  rivers,  • 
(which,  it  appcara,  no  longer  exists,)  were  built  by  the  order  of  d»e 
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berorenamed  colonel  NicoUs.  I  will  not  assure  you  ihat  he  did  it 
under  authority  from  his  government,  bui  1  can  say  ihat  he  proceeds 
cd  to  place  artillery,  munitions,  and  provisions  in  it,  by  the  arrange* 
Aient  of  vice  admiral  Malcolm,  and  that,  when  colonel  Nicolls  and 
the  tiroops  of  his  detachment,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  expedition 
against  Louisiana,  withdrew  from  that  point  he  left  orders  with  the  ' 
negroes,  totally  contrary  to  the  incontestible  right  of  sovereignty, 
which  the  king  my  master  exercises,  from  the  time  of  the  31°  of 
north  latitude,  to  the  south.  My  predecessors  in  the  government 
have  given  an  account  of  all  these  actions  to  the  authorities  on  whom 
they  depended,  that  the  satisfaction  which  the  violation  required, 
might  be  demanded^  by  those  on  whom  this  duty  devolves, 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  ei^cellency's  letter,  satisfactorily, 
and,  in  terms  which  cannot  leave  a  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  in- 
tentions in  favor  of  the  common  cause  of  the  American  and  Spanish 
inhabitants;  and  that  my  present  ipactiou  does  not  proceed  from  a 
want  of  inclination. 

I  likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my  captain  general  decides, 
DO  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
your  excellency,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
king  my  master,  in  the  district  ofApalachicola,  which  is  a  dependency 
of  this  government:  and  finally,  I  conclude,  by  assuring  your  excellency 
that  it  will  afford  me  particular  satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of 
evincing  my  desire,  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far  as  depends  on  me, 
to  the  cementing  of  the  good  understanding  which  subsists  between 
our  respective  govt^rnments;  but  also,  to  prove  to  your  excellency 
the  high  opinion  1  entertain  of  your  virtues  and  military  talents. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

(Signed)  MAURICIO  DE  ZUNIGA, 

fensacola^  26ih  May^  1816. 
His  excellency  Ji.  Juckaon* 

m 


(Translated  copy «) 

Most  Excellent  8ir^  » 

Being  made  to  understand,  although  with  the  greatest  difBcuU 

ty,  the  contents  of  the  letter  with  which  your  excellency  honored  me 

yesterday  evening,  delivered  to  me  by  your  aid  de  camp  James 

Gadsden,  will  declare  to  your  excellency  the  satisfaction  the  know- 
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ledge  of  the  result  of  your  expedition  agsiiost  MSdoisuk^^  Nl^f* 
forded  me.  That  such  «rould  be  the  event  could  not  be  doulMi 
6n  considering  the  superior  talents  and  skillful  conduct  of  your  tx^ 
cellency,  and  to  these  must  be  attributed  the  success,  on  which  I 
tender  you  my  most  cordial  congratulation. 

My  chief,  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  had  in  truth,  reason  to 
mention  to  your  captains,  Grordon  and  Call,  what  your  excellency 
sutes  to  me,  ^nd  to  entertain  fears  for  the  fate  of  this  fort,  menaced 
by  Indians  and  negroes  for  some  months  past,  and  particularly  since 
•  they  have  been  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of  obtaining  pow- 
der and  bally  whith  t)tey  have  so  repeatedly  solicited,  and  to  which 
they  thought  themselves  entitled,  from  the  practice* which  subsisted 
of  supplying  them  annually  therewith.  This  proves  how  entirely  un- 
founded is  the  assertion  of  the  wife  of  the  chief  Chenubbee,  that  the 
Indians  have  been  supplied  with  munitions  in  the  fort,  since  I  was 
advised,  and  I  determined  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  neutrality. 
No  one  can  better  remove  from  your  excellency's  mind  atiy  unfavor- 
able opinion  you  may  have  formed  on  this  subject,  than  the  bearer 
William  Hamblyf  as  he  has  at  various  times  interpreted  to  me  the  so- 
licitations of  the  several  Indian  chiefs  in  my  neighborhood,  and  he 
can  also  inform  you  of  the  advice  I  always  gave  them,  to  avoid  the 
destruction  which  has  overtaken  them,  and  which  I  foresaw  from  the 
beginning. 

This  being  realized,  and  there  being  now  no  motive  to  fear  any 
insult  to  the  fort,  from  these  barbarians,  and  the  negroes,  I  beg  per- 
mission of  your  excellency  to  call  your  attention  to  the  difficulty  I 
should  involve  myself  in  with  my  government,  if  I  were  presendy  to 
assent  to  what  your  excelltfncy  proposes  to  me,  to  garrison  this  fort 
with  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  without  first  receiving  iu 
orders.  Such  I  wilKsolicit  immediately  an  opportunity  offers,  and  I 
do  not  for  a4moment  doubt,  that  they  will  be  given  to  me,  so  zealous 
is  my  government  to  comply  with  the  stipulations  bei%veen  her  and 
the  Unittd  States.  In  the  in.t>::rim  I  hope  your  excellency  will  desist 
from  your  intention,  and  be  firmly  persuaded  of  the  godd  faith  and 
harmony  which  will  rA^gn  between  this  garrison  and  whatever  troops 
you  may  think  fit  to  leave  in  this  vicinity,  who  may  assist  me  in  th^ 
"defence  of  this  fort,  on  any  unforseen  event. 

The  sick  your  excellency  sent  in,  are  lodged  in  the  royal  hospi- 
tal, and  I  ha\e  afforded  them  every  aid  which  circumstances  admit. 
I  hope  your  excellency  will  give  me  other  opportunities  of  evincisg 
the  desire  I  have  to  satisfy  you. 

I  trust  ybur  excellency  will  pardon  my  not  answering  you,  as 
soon  as  recjuested,  for  reasons  which  have  been  given  you,  by  yoor 
aid  de  camp.  I  do  not  accompany  this  with  an  English  transkidtfaf 
as  your  excellency  desires;  because  there  is  no  one  in  the  foit  €qa- 
ble  thereof;  but  the  before  named  William  Hambly  j^roposcMii^'^ 
*atc  it  to  your  excellency,  in  the  best  manner  he  can.  *^»"* 


mi  3f 

» 
May  our  Lord  preserve  yx^ur  exceUeocy  many  years;  tueh  is  ppy 
prayer. 

_  Most  excellent  sir« 

I  kiss  your  excellency's  handst 

Your  most  obedient,  and  devoted  servant, 

[Signed]  FRANCO.  CASO  T  LUEN60. 

Si.  Mirkif  ofApalache,  7th  Jipril^  1818. 

The  moBt  excellent  Andrew  Jackson^ 
general  in  chief  of  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  befbre 
St.  Marks. 


(Translated  copy.) 
•  Apalache,  7th  of  Aprils  1818* 


MsstMxceUent  8tr^ 


I  should  insist  on  what  I  stated  to  your  excellency  in  my 
letter  of  this  morning,  as  to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  orders  from 
the  governor  of  Pensacola,  for  the  delivery  of  this  fort  under  my 
command,  were  I  not  in  addition  to  what  your  excellency  says  in 
your  answervthreatened  by  your  aid-de-camp,  and  the  other  officers  ap- 
pointed  to  negotiate  on  the  subject;  and  had  not  so  large  a  bcidy  of 
troops  entered,  without  awaiting  my  permission,  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  all  the  stores  and  posts,  lowering  the  Spanish  flag,  and  hoist- 
ing the  American. 

So  manifest  a  violation  of  the  terrritory  of  his  Catholic  mjnest}'^ 
obliges  mje  to  complain  of  it,  and  to  protest  against  it;  and  i|  ac- 
cordingly, do  protest  against  it,  and  beg  of  your  excellency  to  pro** 
vide  me,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  vessels  necessary  to  transport 
me  to  Pensacola,  together  with  the  troops  and  those  persons  who  ife 
in  royal  emp^y;  and,  also  to  give  orders,  that  in  the  interim  the  pri- 
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vate  property  and  effects  of  every  Bpanish  individiud  here,  Utet- 

Eected.  With  respect  to  the  public  propert)'  of  his  Catholic  ml0^^ 
have  nominated  t(ie  subaltern  oflker  of  this  detachmeiit,  and  dllm* 
niissary  of  the  fort,  to  make,  with  the  three  officers  you  named  to  lift 
an  inventory  thereof. 

I  repeat  to  your  excellency  my  respects,  and  prayers  to  God,  tm 
preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Most  excellent  Sir, 

I  kiss  your  excellency's  bands* 

Your  roost  ob't  and  humble  servant, 

[Signed]  FRANCO.  C ASO  Y  LI7EN60. 

The  most  excellent  Andrew  Jackson, 
gen.  ofthetiwops  of  the  U,  States^ 
before  8i.  Mar  it. 


(Translated  copy.) 

jUiost  Excellent  Sir,  ♦ 

Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  25th  of  the  last  month,  has 
been  delivered  to  me,  and  also  that  of  the  2$th,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  16th  of  February  last, 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  receipt  of  botb« 
^nd  to  answer  the  former. 

In  the  month  of  May  of  the  last  year,  from  a  spirit  of  concXa- 
tion,  I  permitted  a  carj;o  of  provisions*  which  the  schooner  Alabitena 
had  brought  from  New  Orleans  t«)  tli'is  place,  to  pass  up  theEscam* 
bia  to  fort  Crawford;  influenced  by  ihe  same  sentiment,  I  made  a 
similar  concession  to  captain  Call,  assenting  to  the  transporting  of 
the  cargo  brought  by  the  schooner  Italiana,  in  January  last,  to  the 
said  destination;  and,  more  lately,  in  continuance  of  the  same  amica- 
ble and  conciliatory  spirit,  1  consented  that  lieutenant  Eddy,  of  the 
garrison  of  the  before  named  fort,  (conamissioned  by  its  coromand<j^^ 
major  Young,  for  the  purpose,)  should  i>rocure  sixty  barrels  of  pifiK' 
visions  in  this  place,  and  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Italiana,  (wiricb  if»^ 
or  ought  to  be  deposited  here,)  not  being  yet  exported^  Ido  o^jQitiifc 
Ne  further  introduction  of  provisions,  whichyour  excellency  asks,  at 
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! present,  necessary:  but,  nevertheless,  as  I  infer  from  your  excellency's 
etter,  that  these  provisions  are  already  on  .their  passage,  in  pursu- 
ance  of  the  sufferance  hitherto  accorded,  and  observing  the  restric- 
.^  tions  and  course  established,  that  is,  to  consign  thetn  to  a  Spanish 
^commercial  house,  who  will  take  care  to  forward  the^,  and  pay  the 
royal  duties  of  import  and  export,  I  will  allow  the  same  destination 
to  be  given  them  as  to  the  former,  provided,  that  the  government  of 
ihe  United  States  shall  not  set  up,  or  derive  any  right,  either  now,  or 
hereafter,  from  these  purely  gratuitous  concessions,  as  I  make  them 
from  the  oblig;ation  of  existing  circumstances,  which  do  not  admit  of 
supplying  the  garrison  of  the  before  named  fort  Crawford,  by  Uny 
other  way. 

In  accordance  with  the  declaration  of  your  excellency,  when  you 
add  that  it  is  not  your  intention,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  with  me^ 
in  relation  to  the  right  which  the  United  States  may  claim  to  the  free 
tiQvigation  of  the  Escambia,  so  neither  is  it  mine,  to  discuss. this  siib* 
j^ct  with  your  excellency,  as  well,  because  it  does  not  fall  within  my 
duties,  as  that,  being  a  subordinate  office,  I  am  bound  to  obey  the 
superior  on  whom  I  depend,  it  being  my  duty,  until  I  receive  instruc- 
tions to  the  contrary,  to  be  governed  on  this  head,  by  the  treaties  ex* 
Siting  between  the  United  States  and  Spain;  and  in  the  last,  of  amity, 
liflits^  and  navigation,  Ido  not  see  the  before  named  river  mentioned; 
t^ut  the  sovereignty  of  the  king  my  mastert  over  all  the  territories, 
Mven,  coasts*  pu8^»  and  harbors  lying  south  of  31*^  north,  solemnly 
and  explicitly  recognized  by  the  United  States;  and  if  extraordinary 
exiiting  circumstances  should  require  any  further  temporary  conces* 
sions,  not  explained  in  the  said  treaty,  1  request  your  excellency  to 
have  the  g^K>dness  to  apply  in  future,  for  the  obtaining  of  them,  to 
the  proper  authority,  as  1,  for  my  part,  possess  no  power  whatever, 
in  relation  thereto. 

May  God  (Nreserve  your  excellency  many  years, 

[Signed]  JOSE  MASOT. 

Pensac$la,  iSth  Aprtl^  1818.  ' 

His  Excellency  Ji.  Jacisorty 

Major  General^  &?c. 


(Translated  copy.) 

«VbSI  Excellent  Sir^ 

.On  the  10th  instant,  I  received  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
2^th  of  April  last,  informing  me  that  some  articles  of  the  clothing 


usedbytbeirooiiiof  the  United  Slates,  aodsuppoee^  Uypd  ftitiii 
thbse  taken  in  the  boat  in  which Keut«  Scott  and  his  ea^^fNt-wWeiSkW- 
humaidy  mordered,  vterif  found  in  a  smaU  tchoooer,  def  |>atclicd  inm 
this  tort  for  that  of  Apalache*  with  provisions.  t  't  i. 

Tour  excellency  inquires  of  me,  in  what  manner  these  artilbi^ 
ciittie  into  my  possession;  and  you  further  state  that  you  feel  yom- 
self  obliged  to  inform  me,  that  the  documents  and  the  proofs  Ibood 
in  St.Juan{the  detention  of  American  cattle,  found  in  St*  Marks^afld* 
the  correspondence  carried  on  between  this  post  and  the  hostile  In* 
dians,  are  sufficient  to  create  a  belief,  that  they  were  armed  and  ti|cit- 
edto  thi  seruel  war  against  the  United  Stales,  by  the  Spanisht>fiicm 

Tour  excellency  adds,  that  there  exist  positive  pro.ofs,.ilu^da 
Indians  were  supplied  with  munitions  by  the  last  comntander  ofSt 
Marks;  and  yoU  conclude  by  saying,  that  an  asylum  has  beengrsnied 
here  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  Indians,  who  are  enemi^of 
the  United  States,  and  fugitives  from  the  Anierican  territoiys  ^ 
that  these  proceedings,  and  the  refusing  to  allow  the  passage  m  prori- 
bions  for  your  troops,  prove  the  unjust  conduct  of  the  Spanish  agents 
in  the  Florit]as. 

I  shall  answer  the  charges  alleged,  in  their  proper  orders  wiib 
candor,  and  without  evasion  or  rescrvRtion.  -  ^ 

The  first  complaint  made  by  your  excellency t  is^  relative  tof  ^ 
articles  of  'clothing  found  on  board  the  schooner  Mariay  add  whidi 
have  been  detained,  on  the  supposition,  that  they  are  the  pit^|i^rcy  of 
the  United  States. 

P^rt  of  these  articles,  as  is  proved  by  copy  No.  1,  were  pi$gda»- 
ed  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  month  of  May^  last  year;  part  caine  tnm 
the  Havannah;  ancihpart  were  purchased  in  this  plate.  All  this  is  et* 
tablished.  I'he  charge  is,  of  course,  done  away;  and  yow  ezdAeo- 
cy's  question  is  satisfactorily  answered. 

The  succeeding  one  is  more  serious,  and  relates  to  the  course  ob- 
served, of  late,  by  the  governor  of  St.  Marks. 

I  immediately  required  of  htm  an  account  of  his  conduct,  and 
he  made  me  the  communication  found  in  copy  No%  3.  However,  as 
your  excellency  affirms  that  you  possess  positive  proofs  of  the  mis* 
conduct  of  this  officer^  i  must,  as  a  necessary  consequence^  intreat 
you  to  submit  them  to  me,  that  the  fact  being  established^  I  inay  in* 
flictonhim  deserved  punishment.  1  assure  your  excellency,  with 
the  sincerity  natural  to  me,  that  he  has  acted  in  entire  opposition  to 
his  instructions,  and  that,  ii  your  excellency  will  transmit  me  the 
proofs  I  request,  he  shall  be  brought  before  a  council  of  war,  and 
punished  with  all  the  severity  his  transgressions  deserve;  but  your 
excellency  will  be  just  enough  to  allow,  that  the  Spanish  govemmeat 
cannot  be  responsible  for  the  misconduct  of  its  agents^  when  it  neither 
upholds  them  therein,  nor  suffers  their  mal-practicesy  being afic^eff- 
tained,  to  pass  unpunished. 

l*he  last  complaints  of  your  excelleiscy  have  a  personal  and  di* 
rect  application  to  my  myself,  and  are,  relative  to  the  asylum  granted 
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to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  fugitive  Indiani,  and  to  the  pas- 
sage of  provisioos  up  the  Escambia* 

It  is  easy  for  me  to  remove  these  charges,  and,  I  thjink,  yoar  ex- 
cellency will  be  satisfied  with  a  short  and  true  relation  of  facts. 

With  respect  to  the  Indians,  your  exceAeocy  has  assuredly  be^n 
misinformed,  as,  although  it  is  true,  that  some  remained  hare,  the 
greater  part  of  them  .were  women  and  children,  who  procured  a 
subsistence  by  furnishing  the  inhabiunts  with  wood,  fish,  and  other  tri- 
fling objects,  and  were  here  before  the  present  war  with  the  Semioples. 
Others,  now  and  then,  assembled  on  account  of  the  war,  but  in  very 
small  numbers;  as,  when  I  had  them  collected,  in  compliance  with 
the  proposition  made  by  major  Toung,  they,  all  together,  amounted 
to  eighty>seven,  and,  assuredly,  these  few  unarmed  and  miserable 
men  were  not  hostile  to  the  United  States.  The  continual  passing  of 
American  citizens  from  the  frontier  to  this  people,  who  travelled 
alone  and  unarmed  among  them,  without  being,  at  any  time,  insulted 
or  molested  in  their  persons  or  property,  is  a  proof  of  this. 

With  respect  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the  Escambia,  I 
have  not  hitherto  prevented  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  facilitated 
it,  so  far  as  I  was  able,  and  my  limited  poWtrs  have  permitted,  even  to 
the  conpromitting  of  myself;  for,  being  only  a  subordinate  officer,  I 
could  not  consent  to  it,  as  it  is  unauthorized;  but  1  took  the  responsi- 
bility on  myself,  in  consideration  of  existing  circumstances;  and  so 
I  stated  to  your  excellency,  in  my  letter  of  the  1 5th  last  month,  which 
I  wrote  to  you  by  major  Perrault,  and  to  which  I  refer  you,  in  support 
of  my  assertion.  Now,  that  the  free  commerce  of  this  people 
with  those  of  the  interior,  is  declared  admissible  by  higher  authority, 
there  will,  in  future,  he  no  difficulty  in  allowing  the  merchants  to  trans* 
port  from  hence  to  fort  Crawford,  and  other  forts  on  the  frontier,  as 
well  by  water  as  by  land,  whatever  provisions  and  effects  they  may 
need  or  desire;  by  which  means,  these  posts  will  readily  be  provision- 
ed, and  your  excellency  will  be  satisfied. 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency^  letter  satisfactorily, 
and  in  a  manner  which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  in* 
tentions,  and  which  evinces  my  desire  to  contribute,  so  far  as  depends 
on  me,  to  the  good  understanding  existing  between  our  respective 
govcromentst 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

[Signed]  JOSE  MASOT. 

rensacohf  1 8/A  May^  1818. 

^'Exceikncy  Andr§w  Jackson^ 

Major  Gen.  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States* 
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No.  1. 

(Translated  copy.) 

Being  informed  of  what,  amongst  either  subjects,  idajor  geoeni 
Andrew  Jackson,  of  the  United  Sutes  troops,  states  to  you,  in  his 
letter  of  the  27th  April  last,  and  communicated  to  nse,  in  yours  of 
the  Idth  instant,  in  which  yon  direct  me  to  explain  to  you  of  #hat 
description  the  articles  were,  referred  to  by  the  said  general,and  by 
whooii  the  coats  worn  by  the  men  belonging  to  the  grey  and  brown 
companies,  (de  pardos  y  Morenos)  trom  me  Havanna^  under  my 
command,  were  sold  or  brought  to  this  place,  they  being  the  same 
uniform  as  that  worn  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  I  have  to  m- 
form  you  in  reply,  that  the  articles  of  clothing  shipped  on  board  the 
schooner  Maria,  for  the  supply  of  a  detachment  from  the  aforesaid 
companies  at  Apalache,  and  detained  by  general  Jackson,  consisted 
of  fifteen  ^  point  woollen  blankets,  brought  here  in  his  majesty's  ber^ 
maphrodite  brig  El  Amirante,  which  arrived  at  this  port,  on  Ae  id 
of  January  last;  twenty- five  pair  of  French  shoes,  bought  here  of  Doo 
Henrii^ue  Grandpre,  as  is  shown  by  voucher  ?)owl  annexed;  fihecn 
common  black  hats,  bought  of  Don  Henrique  Michelet,  as  is  piovea 
by  voucher  No.  2;  and  twenty  shirts  of  crea-lioen,  abd  the  same  num- 
ber of  pantaloonsi  received  by  the  above  named  hermaphrodite  arm* 
ed  brig,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  of  the  latter  articlet  which 
were  made  in  North  America,  for  the  use  of  thetr  troops,  ^nd  caae 
into  my  possession  in  the  manner  I  shall  explain  to  you;  all  wbick 
clothing  I  requested  you^  in  mine  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  to  report 
to  the  department  of  royal  finance,  that  they  mtgUt  be  regularly  en- 
tered in  the  clearance  on  account^  and  at  the  risk  of  the  same.  Bf 
voucher  No*  3  annexed,  you  will  perceive,  that  on  the  1st  and  4th  of 
May,  and  29th  of  July  last,  there  were  shipped  to  me,  from  New  Or- 
leans, by  Don  Pedro  Dalharte  y  Claveria,  merchant,  and  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  the  hundred  anc^  thirty  one  coats  of  the  uniform 
'  altered  there,  as  is  stated  in  his  letter  of  advice;  also  twenty*eight 
pair  of  shoes;  one  hundred  and  irighteen  shirts;  seventy-six  pair  of 
pantaloons;  two  hundred  and  thirty*six  woollen  waistcoats,  without 
sleeves;  twenty  Russia  jackets;  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  leathern 
caps,  for  the  use  of  the  chasseurs;  and  a  quantity  of  leathern  gaiters 
and  stocks;  which  articles  were  purchased  from  the  military  store 
keeper,  at  New  Orleans,  and  brought  here  in  the  schooners  Maria 
and  Jalouse,  under  the  charge  of  their  masters,  Bartelame  Alberty, 
and  Jose  Medina,  who  included  them  in  the  manifests  they  presented 
to  the  custom  house  here,  and  the  duties  on  them  were  paid,  as  sp^ 
pears  from  the  estimate  of  them  made  by  the  department,  on  the* 
19th  of  May,  and  the  11th  of  August  last. 

It  follows  from  this  statement,  that  the  conjecture  formed  by 
general  Jackson,  that  the  articles  of  clothing  deuined  by  hioi^  weft 
part  of  those  taken  ftom  the  escort  of  lieut.  Scott^  at  the  time  he  was 
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kiQed,  within  the  territory  pf  the  republic,  i»  df  priir^d  of  aU  founda- 
tion; as  the  unfortunate  fate  of  that  officer  and  his  escort,  happened  oa 
the  Apalachiphola,  in  December  last^  and  the  article^  of  clothing  a^* 
luded  to,  were  purchased  in  Nc  wOIeans,  in  May  and  July  or  the 
same  year,  as  is  proved  by  the  letters  of  advice  and  invoices  com- 
prised in  voucher  No.  3,  to  which  |  haye  referred*  God  preserve 
you  many  years. 

[Signed]  BENIGNO  GARCIA  CALDERON. 

Ptnsacola^  IBth  Matf,  1B18. 
To  Don  Jose  MasoU 


No.  1.  ^ 

I  hereby  certifyi  that  Qn  the  10th  of  February  last,  I  sold  to  cap* 
tain  Don  Benigno  Garcia  Calderon,  conrimanding  the  grey  and 
brown  companies  from  Havanna,  t^o  hundred  and  eighteen  pair  of 
French  shoes,  iron  shod,  for  the  use  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  said 
companies;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I  give  him  the 
present  certificate^  at  Pensacola,  this  18th  day  of  May,  1818. 

HENRIQUE  D^  GRANpPRE. 
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I  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  12thof  February  last,  I  9o1d  to  capt 
I^on  Bentgnb  Garcia  Calderon,  commanding  the  grey  and  brbwa 
companies  from  the  Havanna,  nine  doaen  round  black  hats,  for  the 
use  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  said  companies;  and^atthe  request  of 
t)ie  said  officer,  I  give  hin|  the  present'  certifif^i  at  Pensacola,  this' 
l^tb  day  of  May,  1818. 

[Signedl  9BNBiqUE  APCHELET<. 
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T(?  Don  Benigno  Garcia  Calderon^  temacola^ 

JWw  Orleans^  30ih  J^rify  1817. 

Annexed)  yovi  have  an  account  of  coat  and  charges  of  fifty-four 
shirtSf  and  twenty-e'ighf  pair  of  shoes,  for  amount  whereof  you  are 
debited  in  account,  fifty-three  dollars.  Ahhough  I  had  no  orders 
from  you  for  the  shirts,  I  was  induced  to  purchase  them  by  the  low 
price,  and  the  probability  of  your  employing  them  to  advantage.  lo 
the  sack  which  contains  them,  you  will  find  a  uniform  coat,  altered 
here,  and  which  can  be  obtained  of  the  store  keeper  at  twelve  rials, 
I  think  this  would  answer.  There  are  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
of  them.  I  am  offered  by  the  same  storekeeper,  fifty  field  tents, 
nearly  new,  at  three  dollars,  and  a  parcel  of  strong  leathern  caps, 
such  as  are  worn  by  the  chasseurs,  and  which.be  will  aell  at  less  thao 
two  rials;  of  these  there  are  about  two  hundred.  The  storekeeper 
having  made  me  a  second  offer  of  the  coats,  I  proposed  to  take  them 
ffn  barter  for  coffee,  at  eighteen  and  a  half.  At  ten  rials,  I  am  per- 
suaded it  would  be  a  good  bargain,  and  would  afford  an  opportunity 
of  putting  off  the  coffee,  the  low  quality  of  which  makes  it  a  dull 
sale.  The  only  quality  asked  for,  and  which  sells  with  great  difficul- 
ty, at  twenty  d  »Uars,  is  the  very  superior  green  coffee.  I  enclose  tfae 
account  of  the.  cost  and  charges  of  the  said  coats,  which  you  wiO  tc» 
cetve  by  the  schooner  Maria,  and  whose  amount  is  charged  to  ytHir 
debit  in  account  current,  viz:  S  176  13 

Account  of  costs  and  charges  of  the  following  articles*  shipped 
on  board  the  schooner  Maria,  capuin  Elberty^  bound  to  PeQsacola,on 
account,  and  at  the  risk  of,  and  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Benigno  (Sar- 
cia  Calderon. 

C.No.  1.    1  sack  containing  28  pair  shoes  at  6  rials       •    21 
No.  %   1  sack  conuintng  54  shirts,  at  4  rials      .     .     27 

1  coat  •-....  ±  ^ 

Sacks,  sewing,  and  transporution        -^        •         1, 


Commission  at  5  per  cent  *        *        •        2  50 


Ao^out  to  the  debit  of  Dn.  B.  0«  Caldero^n        •        -      2^ 

[Sign^]        PISDRO  DAtHASTE  T  CI^VEfOA. 

^tw0rIean8yUtMayfM\7. 
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Account  of  the  cott  and  charges  of  ten  sacks,  cdntaming  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  coaU,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Maria, 
captain  Granpeca,  on  account  and  at  the  risk  of  Don  Benigno  Gracia 
Calderon,  at  Pensacola,  and  to  be  delivered  to  him  there,  viz: 

C.  No.  3  a  12—10  sacks  containing  131  coats  at  10 
rials  163  75 

Sacks,  sewing,  and  transportation         ...  4 

167  7S 
Commission  at  5  per  cent.  -        •        -         8  38 

Amount  to  the  debit  of  Dn.  B.  G.  Calderon        -  S176  13 

[Signed]      PEDRO  DALHASTE  Y  CLAVERIA. 

^exv  Orleans,  29th  May^  1817. 


To  Benigno  Garcia  Calderon^  Pensac&ia. 

JWw  Orkansy  29th  July^  1817. 

On  the  receipt  of  yours,  the  caps  were  already  agreed  for,  with 
some  other  articles  of  clothing,  amounting  as  per  invoice  annexed,  to 
2317  16  1-4,  and  which  is  charged  to  you,  in  account*  I  have  sos- 
pendedthe  purchase  of  the  hats,  which  ran  at  from  eight  to  ten  dol- 
lars, until  further  orders. 

Account  of  cost  and  charges  of  the  following  articles,  shipped  in 
two  hogsheads,  three  barrels,  two  cases,  and  one  sack,  on  board  the 
schooner  Jalouse,  Jose  Medina,  master,  bound  to  Pensacola,  on  ac- 
count and  at  the  risk  of  Don  Benigno  Gku-cia  Calderon,  and  to  be  de«* 
livered  to  him  or  his  order,  viz. 
25  pair  cotton  pantaloons,  at  50  rs. 
236  flannel  waistcoats  at  372 

253  caps  at  •  -  -  183-4 
A  parcel  of  leather  gaiters  and  (coyars.) 
20  Russia  vests  or  jackets  '\ 

51  pair  pantaloons         -  v   106  at  Si 

35  cotton  shirts        •         -  J 

29  cotton  shirts  at  -  75 

Cooperage  and  transportaiioD        ... 


Commission  at  5  per  cent. 
AfBount  to  the  debk  of  Da  B.  G.  Calderon 

[Signed]    PEDRO  DALHASTE  T  CLAVERIA. 

JIfim  Orleanty  20^  Jt/ily,  1817. 


12  50 
-   88  50 

47  43  3-4 
•  15 

106 

21  37  1.4 
3  50 

302  06  14 
.   15  10 

8317  16  1-4 
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We,  the  uod^rsigned,  merchants  of  this  place^  bcrdby  cert^,  t^t 
ihe  foregoing  copies  or  paragraphs  of  letters  of  advice  aiid  of  iovotce, 
are  perfectly  conformable  to  the  original  eihit>ited  to  us  by  e^ptaio 
Don  Benigno  Garcia  Calderoo,  commanding  the  grey  and  brova 
companies  from  Havanna;  and  that  the  signatures  thereto  subscribed 
are  in  the  genuine  hand  writing  of  Don  Pedro  Dalhaste  y  Claverta,  a 
citizen  of  the  United^  States  and  merchants  at  New  Orleans.  In  res- 
timony  whereof,  we  give  the  present  certificate,  at  the  desire  andre* 
^uest  of  the  aforesaid  captain  Calderon,  atPensacola,  tbb  18th  day 
of  May,  18 18. 

[Signed]  HENRIQUE  MICHELET, 

VINCENTE  DE  ORDOSGOriTR 
B TE.  BATLONGUE. 

A  true  copy. 
[Signed]  JOSEMASOT. 


) 


No.  2. 
(Translated  copy.) 

Instructed  by  your  letter  of  yesterday  of  the  points  treated  o( 
by  major  general  Jackson,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  ultimot  and  oa 
which  he  founds  his  positive  assertions,  that  the  Indians  not  only  re- 
ceived succours  at  Apalache,  but  that  they  were  excited  to  commie 
their  outrages  against  them,  [the  United  Slates]  were,  advised  of  hb 
movements,  &c.;  I  have,  in  answer  to  express  the  astonishment  ihit 
affair  has  caused  me«  and  which  has  solely  arisen  from  the  impostore 
em))loyed  by  some  malicous  person,  to  asperse  the  parties  criminated 
by  the  letter  of  the  said  general.    His  excellency  sutes,  that  from 
the  papers  and  other  proofs  taken  at  St.  Johns;  the  detention  of  Ame- 
rican catde  found  at  St.  Marks,  and  purchased  of  the  commissary 
there;  and.the  intercourse  carried  on  between  that  place  and  the  hos- 
tile Indians,  it  is  evident,  that  they  were  inspirited  and  excited  ta 
this  cruel  war,  by  the  Spaniards.    To  this,  I  have  to  reply,  that  it  has 
never  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  any  person  belonging  to  the  fort, 
had  any  intercourse  directly,  or  indirecdy,  with  St.  Johns;  and  alt^ 
though  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Mr.  Arbourknot,  an  English  merchant, 
one  of  them  was  merely  to  thank  him  for  the  three  copies  (exem* 
pbres)  he  sent  me  from  thence,  or  Savannah,  and  for  the  iiiformauoa^y' 
he  gave  me  of  the  intention  of  the  insurgents  at  Amelia  Idaiid,  and 
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6f  captain  Woodbine,  who  I  informed  you  by  express,  was  one  of  the 
two  chiefs  hung  on  the  day  I  left  Apalache,  or  on  the  preceding  one; 
and  the  other  was  to  request  him  to  come,  or  send  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, for  the  effects  which,  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  and 
to  avoid  increasing  their  suspicions,  I  permitted  to  be  deposited  ifi 
the  fort,  oh  the  departure  of  O^Eelagne,  who  had  them  in  charge; 
and  although  by  this  step,  I  ran  some  risk  from  the  state  of  excite- 
ment of  both  parties,  it  was  one  which  does  not  appear  to  me,  to  give 
any  just  ground  for  suspicion.  Nor  does  the  finding  of  Americaa 
cattle,  which  his  excellency  states  he  purchased  at  St.  Marks,  afford 
greater  cause  for  suspicion,  as  it  is  notorious  that  from  the  time  of 
its  establishment,  its  supplies  were  obtained  from  the  droves  of  cattle 
brought  there  for  sale  by  the  Indians;  and  that  they  had  many,  is 
shown  from  those  found  in  Michasukey  and  its  vicinity.  Purchases 
were  only  occasionally  made,  because  we  considered  ourselves  suflip 
ciently  supplied  for  some  months;  and  if  the  cattle  were  stolen  froAi 
the  Americans,  the  sellers  took  good  care  to  conceal  that  fact,  and 
were  all  of  them  known  to  have  drof  es,  and  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  them  for  sale;  and  very  seldom  was  it,  that  the  American 
commandant  or  magistrate,  within  whose  district  these  exgesses 
were  conunitted,  was  known  to  complain  of  them  to  the  commandant 
at  Sw  Marks,  and  send  him  the  marks  of  the  cattle,  that  it  might  be 
seen  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  purchase  of  them  be  avoided. 
Nor  does  the  intercourse  between  the  fort  and  the  Indians,  complain- 
ed of  by  general  Jackson,  afford  any  better  evidence  of  what  be  as* 
serts,  tifat  from  this,  it  is  inferrible,  that  they  were  inspirited  and  ex* 
cited  to  this  cruel  war  by  the  Spaniards.  Siich  intercourse  and  good 
understanding  were  at  all  tifnes  recommended  by  the  government, 
and  never  more  necessary,  than  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
were  placed  in  the  fort;  and  on  this,  amongst  other  reasons,  genen^ 
Jackson  in  his  first  letter  founded  his  demand,  that  it  should  be  occu- 
pied by  his  troops;  and  added,  that  on  this  account,  such  a  course 
could  not  fail  to  be  approved  by  his  Catholic  majesty.  In  the  same 
.  letter  he  stated  to  me,  that  \ic  had  been  informed  by  an  Indian  wo- 
man, a  prisoner,  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  had  received  large  sup- 
plies of  munitions  from  the  fort.  I  thought  that  I  had  convinced 
him  of  the  contrary  in  my  answer,  in  which  I  r^presenti  d  tfi  him, 
that  no  one  could  better  remove  from  his  mind  any  unfavorable  im* 
press  ions  on  this  point,  than  the  bearer  of  it,  Mr.  William  Hambly, 
who,  during  his  stay  here,  repeatedly  interpreted  to  me  the  anxiety  of 
the  chiefs  to  obtain  such  supplies,  and  that  he  could  also  inform  him 
that  1  uniformly  counselled  them  to  avoid  the  destruction  which  has 
overtaken  thtm,  and  which  I  foresaw  from  the  first.  But  as  it  ap- 
pears he  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  persists  in  his  charge,  a  reference  to 
die  returns  of  the  public  storekeeper,  will  show  that  from  the  month 
of  May  last,  and  prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  there  had  been 
issued  to  S9me  chiefs  and  head  men,  and  that  merely  from  motives  o£ 
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))olicyy  only  three  pounds  of  powder,  three  pounds  of  baHs,  ind 
fourteen  flints;  and  the  interpreter  belonging  to  the  fort,  Juan  Saii> 
doval,  and  his  son  Francisco,  through  whom  I  coRinQunicated  with 
the  Indians,  can  also  testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement;  whose  evi- 
dence I  request  of  you  to  have  taken,  in  refutation  of  general  Jack* 
son's  charge  against  me.  He  cannot  but  know  that,  a  short  time  be-» 
fore  the  negro  fort  on  the  Apalachicola  was  blown  up,  all  the  chie&of 
the  tribes  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  went  there  and  supplied  them- 
selves with  powder  and  ball,  left  for  them  by  the  English;  and  that  at 
Mickasukey,  and  the  houses  in  the  neighborhood,  there  was  a  great 
quantity*  Having  thus  obtained  so  large  a  supply  of  the  kind  of  poar* 
der  and  ball  they  most  esteemed,  what  value  could  they  set  on  ours? 
Which  they,  in  fact,  view  with  such  indifference  and  contempt,  that 
only  those  hunters  of  whom,  now  and  then,  one  comes  to  the  fort  to 
supply  us  with  venison,  geese,  &c«  will  use  it;  and  although,  as  I  stitt* 
ed  in  my  commimication  to  you,  some  was  repeatedly  requested  of 
me  by  the  chief,  Kinache,  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  by  the  refusal  d 
it,  that  the  American  interest  prevailed  in  fhe  fort,  he  did  notobuin 
it;  in  consequence  of  which,  we  were  considered  as  American  par* 
tisans  to  the  last»  were  reproached  with  it,  and  had  even  to  put  up 
with  some. impertinences  from  them.  I  shall,  however,  in  stria  ad* 
!herence  to  truth,  and  because  the  circumstance  may  have  given 
rise  to  these  suspicionsy  state,  that  the  chief  Pelis  Achoj  who  wai 
hung,  received,  among  other  things  at  the  fort,  from  Mr.'Abourknoc, 
an  English  merchant,  when  he  came  from  Savanpah  to  request  aid 
against  the  negroes  from  him,  on  account  of  their  molestation,  a  small 
barrel  of  powder,  which  might  conuin  from  twenty  to  twenty-Eve 
pounds,  and  which  was  kept  with  the  other  effects  brought  froo 
O'Kelagne's,  and  which  he  had  in  charge.  What  he  did  with  it,  I 
know  not,  but  I  well  know  that  the  chief  occasioned  me  much  fear 
and  anxiety,  by  being  so  near  the  fort  with  four  or  five  hundred  In- 
dians of  his  party. 

I  never  had  an  idea  that  he  employed  it  againait  the  Americans, 
but  supposed  that  he  used  it  in  the  purchase  of  peltry  for  the  said 
Abourknot,  which  was  his  avowed  object,  and  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Americans.  The  idea  that  the  officers  at 
8t«  Marks  lent  themselves  to  aid  and  excite  the  Indians,  by  giviog 
them  ^information  of  the  movements  of  the  Americans,  is  highly 
ridiculous;  for  how,  or  from  whence,  could  their  movements  be  bet- 
ter known  at  the  fort,  than  from  the  Indians  themselves?  lliither 
they  passed,  and  from  thence  repassed  incessantly,  and  their  reports 
were  so  various  that  they  deserved  very  little  attention;  as  a  proof  of 
which*  nothing  certain  was  know^  of  the  operations  of  the  Americans, 
until  the  different  column.-!  of  their  troops  appeared,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Pinor;  and  although  their  three  vessels  were  at  anchor  there  for 
three  or  four  days  previous,  they  kept  Knglish  colors  flying  until  the 
day  before  the  arrival  of  the  army.     My  different  conAmupications  to 
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you,,  are  pledges  that  I  took  no  part  in  the  contest  between  the  Amm- 
cans  and  the  Indians;  nevertheless,  my  mistrust  of  the  latter  evinced 
to  which  I  gave  a  preference.  How  then  is  it  possible  to  believe 
that  I  gave  them  the  aid  of  which  general  Jackson  complains,  or  how 
can  such  aid  be  reconciled  with  the  tenor  of  my  letter,  and  the  steps 
I  took  to  liberate  Messrs.  £dmund  Doyle^  and  William  Hambly,  by 
which  1  exposed  myself  and  my  garrison,  to  the  vengance  of  the  In« 
dians^  Or  lastly,  with  the  fact  of  my  having  ransomed,  at  a  most  criti* 
cal  moment,  an  American  soldier^  whom  they  declared  to  me  they 
would  otherwise  put  to  death?  Heave  it  to  the  most  impartial  to  decide^ 
if  these  be  not  proofs  of  the  existence  at  St.  Marks,  of  a  bias  in  faybr 
of  the  American  interest;  and  of  this  I  am  persuaded,  general  Jack- 
son will  be  convinced,  on  deliberately  reflecting  on  the  subject.  I 
shall  not  deny  that  1  have  observed  towards  those  barbarians  a  policy 
which  had  the  appearance  of  a  warm  friendship^  and  by  which  I  have 
incurred  considerable  expenses.  If,  however,  all  the  circumstances 
attendant  on  my  situation  be  duly  weighed,  it  will  be  seen  that  aH 
this  was  necessary,  to  restrain  them  from  doing  what  they  had  at  one 
time  premeditated,  on  the  pretexts  I  have  just  alluded  to,  and  on 
others  suggested  to  them  by  some  persons*  who  had  gone  from  hence 
to  those  parts  of  the  country.  Although  I  have,  as  I  conceive,  given 
satisfaction,  on  all  the  points  embraced  by  major  general  JacksoUf 
in  his  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that,  for  fuller  evidence* of  what  I 
allege,  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  having  the  testimony 
taken  of  the  interpreter  and  his  son,  of  the  subakem,  Don  Miguel  Or- 
donez, of  Don  Anastasio  Montes  de  Oca,  the  military  store  keeper, 
and  of  surgeon  Don  Diego  de  Barrias,  as  these  persons  have  some 
.knowledge  of  the  subjects  in  question. 

Grod  preserve  you  many  years* 

[Signed]  FRANCO.  CASOTLUENGO. 

Pensacola^  14th  May^  1819. 
To  Don  Jose  Masot. 

A  true  copy, 

[Signed]  Jose  Ma^sot. 


Head  ^tmrters^  Jiivision  of  the  Souths 

Adjutant  QtmraP*  €ffice^  Fort  Oadsdtfh 

Jppahchicoh  Rher^  tdMay^  18i& 

SIB, 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  army  nndn*  tb^  immedi 
ate  tommand  of  major  general  Andrew  Jackson,  look  up  the  lioeoi 
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march  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last  with  eight  days  radons,  and  la? 
in  advance  of  this  post  about  six  miles.  On  the  £9th  at  II  o'clocx 
A.  M.  reached  Ocklockany  river,  when  nineteen  canoes  were  made, 
and  the  principal  part  of  the  army  crossed  by  8  o'clock  P.  M*  the 
residue  early  next  morning,  when  the  march  was  again  resumed  at  li 
o'clock  A.  M  On  this  evening,  brevet  major  Twiggs,  of  the  7th  in* 
fantry,  was  detached  with  one  company  and  about  two  hundred  war- 
riors  with  orders  to  advance  on  an  Indian  village  called  Tallahasse, 
and  surprise  it  at  day  break;  on  his  near  approach  he  despatched  a 
party  to  ascertain  its  situation,  who  reported  it  evacuated  some  dayi 
before.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st  he  entered  the  village  having  pre- 
viously sent  out  parties  to  reconnoitre:  two  of  the  enemy  were  made 
prisoners,  one  of  which  made  his  escape  from  the  Indians  before  he 
was  brought  into  camp.  The  army  passed  the  village  about  li 
o'clock  and  encamped  near  Mickasuky,  when  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  approach  of  a  detachment  of  mounted  volunteers  from  Tea- 
nessee,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Elliott,  near  four 
hundred  strong.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  April,  the  army  form- 
ed and  halted  until  their  arrival,  when  they  were  ordered  to  form  the 
advance  of  eiich  flank,  with  captains  Russell  and  Evan's  companies 
in  front,  as  spies,  with  captain  John  Grordon.  The  army  now  advanc- 
ed within  one  and  an  half  miles  of  Kinghajah's  town,  where  a  number 
of  Indians  were  discovered  herding  cattle  in  the  margin  of  a  lar^e 
pond.  The  general  ordered  the  right  and  left  columns  to  advance, 
with  a  view  of  cutting  off  their  retreat,  at  the  same  time  instruaed 
the  advance  light  company,  under  major  Muhlenberg,  the  guard  un* 
der  major  Nicks,  together  with  the  small  companies  composing  his 
life  guard,  under  captains  Dunlap  and  Crittenden,  to  advance  in  sup- 
port of  the  spies,  in  the  event  of  a  general  engagement.  The  spy 
companies  commenced  the  attack,  and  a  brisk  running  fire  was  kept 
up  on  both  sides  for  some  minutes,  when  the  enemy  divided,  the 
spy  companies  pursuing  those  on  the  right,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
iEUiott,  having  turned  their  flank,  became  generally  engaged,  ar^ 
bore  them  over  to  the  left  column,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col. 
Mitchell,  within  half  gun  shot  of  each  other,  when  they  were  assail- 
ed by  both  flanks  and  would  all  have  fallen,  had  not  the  volunteers  ta* 
ken  up  the  impression  (from  the  similarity  of  dress)  that  some  of  the 
fi-iendly  warriors  had  reached  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  which  occa* 
sioned  the  firing  to  cease  for  a  short  time,  when  a  number  made 
good  their  retreat  into  the  swamp.  Captain  Crittenden's  company 
being  on  horse  back  was  unable  to  reach  the  head  of  lieutefunt  colonel 
Elliot's  column,  when  they  dismounted  and  operated  against  the  ene- 
my Major  Muhlenberg's  company,  the  advance  guard,  and  cap- 
tain Dunlap%  company  being  on  foot,  was  not  able  to  reach  the  scene 
of  action  in  time.  The  right  column  of  Georgia  militia,  on  Hearing 
the  pond  filed  r6and  it,  and  colonel  KiOg,  with  his  regiment,  was  or- 
dered to  advasice  tVvTO>^^  \x  vi  ^M^^ott  xVs^  tAV^tot^of  horae  should  it 
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l^rompttieM.    The  cbndact  of  the  officers  and  soldiers   engaged  on 
ihis  occasioD  was  io  every  respect  praiseworthy.     Our  loss^  one  maa 
of  capuin  Andrew's  company    killed,  and  four    of  captain  Evan's 
company  of  Tennessee  volunteers  wounded;  the  reports   give  four- 
teen killed  and  several  wounded  of  the  enemy,  and  four  women  pri- 
soners, from  whom  we  learned  that  three  hundred  warriors  had  ad* 
vanced  from  the  town  to  aid  those  engaged,  and  on  seeing  the  advance ' 
of  an  army^  fled  precipitately.  The  army  now  advanced  upon  the  town, 
(which  was  found  deserted  by  the  enemy)  and  on  reaching  the  square 
discovered  a  red  pole  planted  at  the  council   house,  on  which  was 
.suspended  about  6fty  fresh  scalps,  taken  from  th&  heads  of  extreme 
age,  down  to  the  tender  infant  of  bothsexes;  and  in  an  adjacent  house, 
near  three  hundred  men,  which  bore  the  appearance  of  having  been 
the  barbarous  trophies  of  settled  hostility  for  three  or  four  years  past. 
The  army  continued  the  pursuit  to  a  large  pond  of  water,  which 
}s  eight  miles  in  length,  varying  in  width   from  six  hundred  to  four 
thousand  yards,  and  from  two  to  five  feet  deep,  through  which  the  ar« 
my  passed,  when  the  approach  of  night  induced  the  cammanding  ge- 
neral to  draw  oS*  his  troops.     On  the    succeeding   morning   B.  M. 
general  E.  P.  Gaines,  with  a  large  command,  was  ordered  to  pass  the 
lake  or  pond  and  attack  the  other  towns,  but  which  he  found  aban* 
doned  by  the  enemy;  the  red  pole  was  again  found  planted  in  the 
square  of  Fowl  town,  barbarously  deserted  with  human  scalps  of  both 
sexes,  taken  within  the  last  six  months  from  the  heads  of  our  unfor- 
tunate citizens*    General  M'Intosh,  who  was  with  general  Gaines, 
routed  a  small  party  of  savages  near  Fowl  town,  killed  one  negro,  and 
took  three  prisoners,  on  one  of  whom  was  found   the  coat  of  James 
Champion,  of  captain  Cumming's  company,  4th  infantry,  who  was  kill- 
ed by  the  Indians  on  board  of  one  of  our  boats  descending  the  river  to 
the  relief  of  major  Muhlenberg;  this  coat,  together  with  nearly  all 
captain  Cumming's  company  clothing,  was  lost  on  board  lieutenant 
Scott's  boat,  when  he  and  his  party    were    massacred  on  the    dOth 
November  last.     The  pocket  book  of  Mr.  Thomas  Leigh  (who  was 
murdered  at  Cedar  creek,   on  the<2 1st  January  last)  was  found  in 
Kinghajoh'stown,  con taiiiiog  several  letters  addressed  to  the  deceas- 
ed, and  one  for  general  Glascock.    About  one  thousand  head  of  cattle 
fell  into  our  hands,  many  of  which  were  recognized   by  the  Georgia 
militia,  as  the  brands  and  marks  of  their  citizens:  near  two  thousanjl 
bushels  of  com  was  found  with  other  articles  useful   to  the  arniy.-* 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  houses  were  consumed,  leaving  a  tract  of 
fertile  country  in  ruin  where  these  wretches    might  have  lived  in 
plenty,  but  for  the  infernal  machinations  oi foreign  traders^  if  not 
agents.    The  army  remained  at  the  point   until  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  when  the  march  was  resumed  for  St.  Marks,  before  which  it  aN 
rived  on  the  evening  of  the  0th,  and  after  communicating  with  the 
commanding  eificer,  took  possession  of  that  fortress.    On  the  follow* 
ing  morning,  captain  M^Iver  of  the  navy,  having  sailed  for  St.  Marks, 
with  some  vessels  containing  supplies  for  the  army,  was  fortunate 
enough  to  entice  on  board  l^s  vessel  in  the  river,  Francis  or  HiUishai* 
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jo  and  Homoihltmicco,  hostile  chiefs  of  the  Greek  nation^  md  whose 
settled  hostility  have  been  severely  felt  by  our  ckizeii^.  ihtsfm^ 
manding  general  had  them  brought  on  shore  and  ordered  them  to 
be  hung  as  an  example  to  deter  others  from  exciting  those  deluded 
wretches  to  future  scenes  of  butcher}**  A  man  of  the  name  of  A* 
Arbuthnotv^as  also  taken  on  the  arrival  of  the  army,  and  placed  in 
dose  confinement, 

llie  troops  having  again  received  eight  days  raiioni,  and  a^ gar- 
rison detached  tdr  fort  Sc  Marks^  the  army  moved  on  die  9th  of 
Aprils  destined  for  Suwany.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  office? 
of  the  day  reported  that  the  centinels  bad  heard  the  lowing  of  cattle 
and  barking  of  dogs,  during  the  night,  from  which  the  general  was 
induced  to  send  a  runner  to  general  M'lntosh,  who  encamped  a  abort 
distance  in  rear  of  the  army,  with  instructions  to  have  the  country 
below  examined,  in  the  mean  time  the  army  moved  slowly  in  ad- 
vance. General  M'Intosh  despatched  major  Kanard,  with  a  party, 
who  returned  to  him  a  runner,  reporting  the  discovery  of  a  hostile 
party,  too  strong  for  his  little  band  of  warriors.  M  Intosh  moved 
against  them  with  his  whole  force.  A  small  detachment  of  different 
companies  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  under  colonels  Dyer  and 
Williamson  (they  having  joined  the  army  on  the  evening  of  ihe  10th) 
were  left  at  our  encampment  to  search  for  horses,  and  on  hearing  the 
report  of  major  Kanard,  formed  themselves  into  a  company  under 
captain  Bell,  who  was  with  them,  and  moved  to  attack  the  enemyi 
whom  they  found  near  a  large  swamp  endeavoring  to  move  off.  A 
spirited  engagement  ensued  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  thirty* 
seven,  and  six  men  and  pinety-tight  women  and  children  prisonen; 
and  our  loss,  three  killed  and  four  wounded,  of  the  friendly  Indians. 
The  only  woman  out  of  seven  whose  life  was  spared  at  the  massacre 
of  lieutenant  Scott,  was  here  recaptured  by  major  Kanard.  General 
Mcintosh  individually  killed  three  of  the  enemy,  and  captured  one. 
The  little  band  of  Tennessee  volunteers  acted  on  this  occasion  as 
becomes  their  character.  At  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the 
army  was  halted  and  a  runner  despatched  to  inform  general  Mcintosh 
that  any  aid  he  might  deem  necessary  would  be  afforded,  and  that  the 
army  would  remain  until  his  arrival;  which  was  not  until  we  encamp- 
ed for  the  night.  The  enemy  abandoned  a  number  of  horses,  h<^ 
corn,  and  about  600  head  of  cattle. 

The  army  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  our  spies  surprised  a  camp,  consisting  of  two  men,  a 
woman,  and  tv^o  children^  one  of  the  men  was  killed,  the  other  with 
a  small  boy  slightly  wounded,  and  the  woman  unfortunately  not 
being  distinguished  in  the  swamp^  received  a  wound  of  which  she 
died. 

At  a  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  16ih,  the  army  arrived  at  a  large 
ppnd,  within  six  miles  of  Bow  Leg's  town,  on  Suwany  river,  were  a 
few  Indians,  well  mounted,  discovered  our  advance;  an  attempi  was 
made  to  overtake  them,  but  the  enfeebled  state  of  our  horseafsoder^ 
ed  it  impracticable:  under  these  ciccumstances  the  general  deemed 
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itlkliriMible  to  make  the  town  by  a  forced  roarcb*  aot  allowing  the* 
eneitiy  time  to  cross  the  river,  and  destroy  their  supplies.  The  inan«> 
ner  of  attack  having  been  previously  arranged;  ^e  army  moved  ra^ 
pidly  until  arriving  near  the  large  which  flanks  the  towa» 

when  the  troops  changed  position  conformably  to'  previous  orders^ 
and  moved  forward.  The  left  flank  composed  of  colonel  William- 
son's regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers*  at  the  head  of  which  a  force 
of  Indian  warriors  under  (now  colonel)  Kanard,  soon  came  in  contact, 
and  warmly  engaged  the  Indians  and  negroes,  whilst  the  right  flank, 
composed  of  colonel  Dyer's  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers^  with 
a  like  force  of  warriors  under  general  Mcintosh,  advanced  near  the 
river  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  Tlie  centre  advanced  in 
excellent  order,  and  under  the  expectations  of  having  to  combat  ifiOx 
the  strength  of  these  towns  and  the  fiigitives  from  Mickasuky,  but  on 
reaching  Bow  Leg's  town,  found  it  abandoned.  The  left  flank,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  they  had  to  traverse,  and  colonel  Kanard 
not  adhering  entirely  to  the  route  designated,  drove  the  Indians  and 
negroes  (about  300)  into  the  river,  before  the  right  flank  could  occupy 
the  desired  position.  ITie  reports  give  eleven  killed  and  three  pri* 
soners  on  the  field,  and  it  is  believed  many  were  killed  and  drowned 
ia  swimming  the  river,  it  being  nearly  300  yards  wide.  Col.  Kanard 
had  13  wounded;  but  one  dangerously.  About  twenty-seven  hundred 
bushck  of  corn  was  obtained  in  the  towns  and  neighboring  swamps, 
near  90  headof  cattle,  and  a  number  of  horses. 

Our  centinela  on  the  night  of  the  ITth,  took  prisoners  two  white 
men  (Armbrester  and  Cook;  and  one  negro,  who  had  just  returned 
from  Arbuthnot's  vessel,  at  the  mouth  of  Suwany.  From  the  latter  we 
obtained  a  leuer  wiitten  by  A.  Arbuthnot  to  his  son,  in  which  he 
enumerates  the  army  of  the  United  States  undet  the  general's  com- 
mand, and  requires  him  to  inform  his  friend  Bow  Leg's,  that  resist- 
ance would  be  fruitless  against  such  an  overwhtrlming  force,  and  to 
makeover  the  river  with  all  despatch;  admonishing  his  son,  at  the 
same  time,  to  remove  and  secrete  every  thing  which  could  be  moved. 
From  Cook  we  learned  that  this  letter  was  read  to  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  when  they  immediately  commenced  crossing  their  families, 
and  had  just  fin'ished  as  we  entered  the  towns — upwards  of  three 
hundred  houses  were  here  consumed,  the  most  of  which  were  well 
built  and  somewhat  regular,  extending  near  three  miles  up  the  river. 
On  the  rooming  of  the  18th,  general  Gainer  was  ordered  with  a  select 
command,  and  a  number  of  warriors  under  general  M'ltitosh,  to  cross 
the  Suwany  river  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy;  but  found,  on  advancing 
ab:)ut  six  miles,  that  ihcy  had  dispersed  in  every  direction  from  the 
numerous  trails,  and  too  far  advanced  to  overtake  them;  his  com- 
mand being  short  of  supplies.  A  detachment  of  warriors  having  ad- 
vanced some  distance  fell  in  with  a  small  party  of  the  enemy,  killed 
three  warriors,  t6ok  some  women  and  children  and  five  negroes.  Oh 
the  Same  morning  lieutenant  James  Gadsden,  aid-de  ci»:Tip  to  the 
commanding  general,  descended  the  Suwany  river  to  iU  mouth,  with 


captain  Danlap's  and  a  few  of  captain  Crittenden^a  cofftpuiea  of  the 
life  guards,  and  a  small  detachment  of  regulars,  and  ca|i^aipd,  :iritlKi^|t 
difficulty,  die  schoonjpr  of  A.  Arbuthnot,  which  had  br<Ml|{lit  auppbei 
of  powder  and  lead  to  the  Indians  and  negroes  aeid«d  at  Sawanjr. 
This  vessel  afforded  the  means  of  transporting  our  sick  imk  to  Sc 
Marks* 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th|  general  Glasscock  mm  ordered  (at 
his  request)  to  march  his  brigfide  by  Mickasuky  to  Harlferd,  Geor* 
gia,  and  captain  Bell  ordered  to  muster  them  out  of  servicei  and  the 
army  moved  its  encampment  about  three-quartef  s  of  a  mile,  prepara- 
tory to  its  return.  On  the  24th,  general  Mcintosh  was  ordered  to 
proceed  direct  to  Fort  Scott,  on  Flint  river,  apd  an  order  ftirnished 
him  to  the  commanding  officer,  to  muster  his  warriors  out  (dP  service* 
The  army  reached  fort  St*  Marks  on  the  S5th,  having  narched 
twenty-eight  miles  on  that  day:  and  we  were  agreeably  surprised  in 
finding  lieutenant  Gadsden  had  arrived  safely  that  evening  fix>m  the 
mouth  of  Suwany.  On  the  26th,  a  special  court  was  ordered  for  the 
trial  of  A.  Arbuthnot,  and  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  which  court,  on  the 
documents  and  evidence  addticed,  sentenced  the  first  to  be  hung,  and 
the  latter  to  be  shot.  They  were  accordingly  executed  on  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  29ch.  The  army  moved  and  encamped  four  miles  bfm 
St.  Mark's  on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  and  arrived  at  fort  Gadsdrn 
on  the  2d  inst.-^he  general  having  previously  detached  a  garriioa 
of  two  hundred  men  under  the  command  of  brevet  maJQr  Fai^niogto 
occupy  fort  St.  Marks.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  this  army  hai  borne 
hardships  and  privations  to  a  great  extent,  in  a  manner  becommg 
soldiers  and  citizens  of  a  nation  proud  of  their  liberties. 

The  assistant  topographical  engineer  will  furnish  a  topographical 
report  of  the  country  through  which  the  army  operated,  and  I  refer 
you  to  the  enclosed  sketches  for  information  of  our  order  of  move- 
ment! and  have  the  honour  to  be 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant* 

[Signed]  ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Mjutam  Chneralv 
Brigadier  General  Daniel  Far ker^ 
Jii^U  and  Insp^r  GeneraL 


Mead  quarters^  Division  of  the  South, 

Fort  Montgomery.  June  2^,  1818. 
SIB, 

In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  5th  of  May,  I  detailed  al 
length  the  operations  of  my  army  up  to  that  period,    Leavtng.ii 
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/Urobg  garrison  of  regulars  in  forts  Scott  and  Gadsden,  I  resumed  my 
«niarch  with  a  small  detachment  of  the  4th  regiment  ot  infantry,  one 
company  of  artiller}',  and  the  effectives  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers^' 
the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  men,  to  fulfil  my  intentions 
communicated  to  you,  of  scouring  the  country  west  of  the  AppaU- 
chicola  river. 

On  the  lOth  of  May,  my  army  crossed  that  river  at  the  Qcheese 
village,  and  af^er  a  fatigueing,  tedious,  and  circuitous  march  of 
twelve  days,  mislead  by  the  ignorance  of  our  pilots,  and  exposed  to 
the  severest  privations,  we  finally  reached  and  effected  a  passage  over 
the  Escambia.  On  my  march  on  the  2dd  May,  a  protest  from  the 
governor  of  Pensacola,  was  delivered  to  me  by  a  Spanish  officer,  re- 
monstrating in  warm  terms  against  my  proceedings,  and  ordering  me 
and  my  forces  instantly  to  quit  the  territor}'  of  his  Catholic  majesty, 
'with  a  threat  to  apply  force  in  the  event  of  a  noncompliance.  This 
was  so  open  an  indication  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  hav- 
ing been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object  of  my  operations,  that 
I  hesitated  no  longer  on  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  I  marched  for, 
and  entered,  Pensacola,  with  only  the  show  of  resistance,  on  the  24th 
of  May.  ^rhe  governor  had  previously  fled  to  fort  Carlos  de  Bar- 
rancas, where  it  was  said  he  resolved  upon  a  most  desperate  resist* 
ance.  A  correspondence  ensued  between  us,  accompanying  this, 
marked  A»  detailing  my  motives  for  wishing  and  demanding  that 
Pensacola  and  all  its  dependencies  be  occupied  with  an  American 
garrison.  The  package  marked  B,  are  documents  substantiating  the 
charg|es  in  part  against  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  governor,  having 
knowingly  and  willingly  admitted  the  savages,  avowedly  hostile  to  the 
United  States,  within  the  town  of  Pensacola.  The  peaceable  sur- 
render of  the  fort  at  the  Barrancas  was  denied;  I  marched  for,  and 
invested  it  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  may,  and  on  the  8an>e  nighty 
pushed  reconnoitenng  parties  under  its  very  guns.  On  the  morning' 
of  the  26th,  a  military  reconnoisance  was  taken,  and  on  the  same 
night  a  lodgement  was  made  under  a  fire  from  the  Spanish  garrison, 
by  cqptain  Gadsden,  of  the  engineers,  aided  by  captains  Call  and 
Toung,  on  a  commanding  position,  within  three  hundred  and  eigh^ 
five  vards  of  the  Spanish  works,  and  a  nine  pounder  mounted;  a 
howitzer  battery  was  simultaneously  established  on  the  capital.of,  and 
within  seven  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  fort.  At  day  light  on 
the  27th,  the  Spanish  garrison  opened  their  artillery  on  our  batteries; 
a  parley  wsis  sounded;  a  flag  sent  in;  and  the  surrender  of  the  fort 
Carlos  de  Barrancas  again  demanded:  the  favorable  positions  ob« 
tained,  were  pointed  out,  and  the  inutility  of  resistance  urged. 

Anxious  to  avoid  an  open  contest,  and  to  save  the  effusion  of 
blood,  the  same  terms  previously  offered,  were  agaia  tendered. 
These  were  rejected,  and  offensive  operations  recommenced.  A 
spirited  and  weU  (Urected  fire  was  kept  up  the  greater  part  of  the 
coming,  and  at  interyajs  during  the  afternoon.    In  the  evening  a 
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flag  was  sent  rrom  the  Spanish  commandant,  offering  to  capitobte; 
and  a  suspension  of  hostilities  was  granted  until  8  o'clock  the  next 
davt  when  the  enclosed  articles  of  capitulation,  marked  C,  were 
signed  and  agreed  to. 

The  terms  are  more  favorable  than  a  conquered  enemy  would 
have  merited;  but  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  raj 
object  obtained,  there  was  no  motive  for  wounding  the  feeUngs  of 
those  whose  military  pride  or  honor  had  prompted  to  the  Tewst- 
ance  made.  The  articles,  with  but  one  condition,  amount  to  a  com- 
plete cession  to  the  United  States,  of  that  portion  of  the  Floridai, 
hitherto  under  the  government  of  Don  Jose  Massot.  The  arrange- 
ments which  I  have  made  to  secure  Pensacola  and  its  dependeocii^ 
are  contained  in  the  general  orders,  Remarked  D.  1  deemed  it 
most  advisable  to  retain  for  the  present,  the  same  govemmeDt  Id 
which  the  people  had  been  accustomed,  until  such  time  as  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  may  order  otherwise*     , 

It  was  necessary,  however,  to  establish  revenue  laws  of  the  Uait- 
ed  States,  to  check  the  smuggling  which  has  been  carried  on  success- 
fully in  this  quarter  for  many  years  past,  and  admit  the  AmericiB 
merchant  to  an  equal  participation  in  a  trade,  which  woold  havebeco 
denied  under  the  partial  operation  of  the  Spanish  commercial  code* 
Captain  Gadsden  was  appointed  by  me  collector,  and  he  has  orgili- 
ized  and  left  the  department  in  the  charge  of  officers,  in  whoa  dK 
greatest  confidence  may  be  reposed. 

Though  the  Seminole  Indians  have  been  scattered,  and  fiter* 
ally  so  driven  and  reduced,  and  no  longer  to  be  viewed  as  a  fomidih 
ble  enemy,  yet,  as  there  are  still  many  small  marauding  parties,  sup- 
posed to  be  concealed  in  the  swamps  of  Perdido,  Choctawhatchy, 
and  Cbapouly,  who  might  make  occasional  and  sudden  inroads  on  oar 
'.  frontier  settlers,  massacreing?women  and  chiUreni  I  have  deemed  it 
advisable  to  call  into  service^  for  six:  months,  if  not  sooner  discharged, 
two  companies  of  volunteer  rangers,  under  captains  M^Oirt  sod 
Boylesf  with  instructions  to  scour  the  country  between  the  MobUeiad 
Appalachicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile  part3r  who:  dare  re- 
sist, and  will  not  surrender,  and  remove  with  their  families  above  the 
3ist  degree  of  latitude.  The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  cotiiidered 
at  a  close;  tranquillity  again  restored  to  the  southern  frontier  of  tiie 
United  States;  and  as  long  as  a  cordon  of  military  posts  is  maintained 
sdong  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  America  has  nothing  to  ^iprebeftd  frwi 
either  foreign  or  Indian  hostilities.  Indeed^  sir,  to  attempt  to  farilf 
or  protect  an  imaginary  line,  or  to  suppose  that  a  frontier  on  die  3lsf 
degree  of  latitude,  in  a  wilderness,  can  be  secured  by  a  cotxloa  of 
militaiy  posts,  whilst  the  Spanish  authorities  were  notmalntmintd  is 
the  Floridas,  and  that  country  lay  open  to  die  use  and  excitNetnem  tl 
any  enemy,  is  visionary  in  the  extreme. 

On  the  immutable  principle,-  therefore,  of  self  defenc^nothoria* 
'  cd  by  the  law  of  nattire  and'  of  nations,  have  I  bottomed  ill  mf  open- 
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tioDB,  on  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  oiEcen  liad  aided  and  abetted  the 
Indian  enemy»  and  thereby  became  a  party  in  hostilities  against  usy 
do  1  justify  my  occupying  the  Spanish  fortresses?  Spain  bad  disre* 
garded  the  treaties  existing  with  the  American  goverament,  or  had 
not  power  to  enforce  them,  'l^e  Indian  tribes  within  her  territory, 
and  which  she  was  bound  to  keep  at  peace,  had  visited  our  citizens 
with  all  the  honors  of  savage  war.  Negro  brigands  were  establish^ 
ing  themselves,  when  and  where  they  pleased;  and  foreign  agents 
were  openly  and  knowingly  practising  their  intrigues  m  this  neOv 
tral  territory.  The  immutable  principles  of  self  defencet  justified 
therefore  the  occupancy  of  the  Floridas;  and  the  same  principles  will 
warrant  the  American  government  in  holding  it,  until  such  time  as 
Spain  can  guarantee,  by  an  adequate  military  force,  the  mainUuning 
her  authority  within  the  colony. 

A  topographical  sketch  of  the  country,  from  Appalachacobii  to 
Pensacola  bay,  accompanies  this.  Captain  Young  will  prepare,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a  topographical  memoir  of  that  part  ot  the  Flori* 
das,  on  which  my  army  has  operated,  with  a  map  of  the  country. 

Captain  Gadsden  is  instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  neces- 
sary defences  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the  military  reconnoissances 
will  permit,  accompanied  with  plans  of  the  existing  works;  what  ad- 
ditions or  improvements  are  necessary;  and  what  new  works  should, 
in  his  opinion  be  erected,  to  give  permanent  security  to  this  impor* 
tant  territorial  addition  to  our  republic.  As  soon  as  the  report  is 
prepared,  captain  Cradsdeo  will  receive  orders  to  repair  to  Washing* 
ton  City,  with  some  other  documents  which  I  may  wish  to  confide 
to  his  charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  terminated  so  honorably^ 
and  happily,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  express  my  approbation  geneV* 
ally,  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  every  species  o/  corps^  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  command.  The  patience  with  which  they  en* 
dured  fatigue  and  submitted  to  privations,  and  the  dettrihination 
with  which  they  encountered  and  vanquished  every  diflSculty,  is  the 
strongest  indication  of  the  existence  of  that  patriotic  feeling,  which 
no  circumstances  can  change,  and  that  irresistable  ardour  in  the  dc« 
fence  of  their  coimtry,  which  will  prove  her  strength  and  bulwark  un« 
der  any  exposure  I  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings,  if  I  did  not 
particularly  notice  the  exertions  of  my  quarter  master  general,  colo- 
nel CSeorge  Gibson,  who,  under  the  most  embarrassing  of  circum 
stances,  relieved  the  necessities  of  my  army,  and  to  whose  exertions 
was  I  indebted  for  the  supplies  received.  His  seal  and  integrity  on 
this  campaign,  as  well  as  in  the  uniform  discharge  of  his  duties, 
since  his  connexion  with  my  staff,  merits  the  approbation  and  grati* 
tude  of  bis  coui^tr}*. 

With  respect,  yours,  9cc. 
[Signed]  ANDBEW  JACKSONi 

Han*  J.  C.  Calhoun^  Bee.  of  War* 
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Head  ^uarterSj  Division  of  the  Souths  on  the  line  ofmarch^ 

•May  S3*  18184 

SIR, 

The  southern  frontiers  of  the  United  States  has,  for  more  than 
twelve  months,  been  exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  and  savage 
war.  A  party  of  outlaws  and  and  refugees,  f-om  the  Creek  nation; 
negroes  who  have  fled  from  their  masters,  citizens  of  the  United 
States*  and  sought  an  asylum  in  Florida;  and  the  Seminole  Indians, 
inhabiting  the  territory  of  Spain,  all  uniting,  have  raised  the  toma- 
hawk, and  in  the  character  of  savjige  warfare,  have  neither  regarded 
sex  or  age;  helpless  women  have  been  massacred,  and  the  cradk 
crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  innocence. 

The  United  States,  true  to  their  own  engagements,  and  confid* 
ing  in  the  faith  of  Spaifn  to  enforce  existing  treaties,  never  eotertaind 
a-doubt,  but  that  these  atrocities  would  early  attract  the  attention  of 
the  Spanish  government,  and  that  speedy  and  effectual  measures 
would  have  been  adopted  for  their  suppression.  Under  this  per* 
BuasioUf  a  cordon  of  military  posts  were  established,  to  give  immecfi* 
ate  protection  to  such  of  our  frontier  settlers  as  were  pt:culiarly  ex* 
posed,  and  strict  injunctions  issued  to  the  American  officers,  to  res- 
pect the  territory  of  Spain,  and  not  to  attempt  operations  wifhiJi  its 
limits.  These  instructions  were  most  scrupulously  observed,  apl 
notwithstanding  the  inactivity  of  the  American  troops,  had  endoiin^* 
ed.the  Indiana  to  the  more  daring  and  outrageous  acts  of  violence 
against  our  citizens,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  was  fiiil 
disposed  to  respect  the  territory  of  Spain  and  confiue  in  the  abiKty 
of  the  Spanish  government,  to  execute  existing  treaties;  until  advised 
through  you,  that,  with  every  disposition,  the  Spanish  authoritici 
had  not  the  power  of  controling  the  Indians  in  Florida;  that  theif 
acts  of  late,  were  recei\  ed  as  equally  hostile  to  the  interests  of  Bpaia 
as  those  of  the  United  States;  that  Spanish  subjects  were  not  ex* 
empted  from  the  evils  of  which  we  complained,  and  that  the  nq^ 
establishments,  on  the  Appalachicola  and  St.  Juan  rivers,  were  fooMU 
ed  by  British  agents,  contrary  to  the  will  of  Spain:  These  represea* 
tadons,  determined  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  adopt  ef^ 
fectual  measures  to  restore  tranquillity,  to  the  southern  fronUcr  of  ^ 
American  republic;  and  pursuant  to  his  ordersy  justifiable  by  the  ii|e 
mutable  laws  of  self  defence,  I  have  penetrated  into  Florida,  rediioil 
to  ashes  the  Seminole  villages,  destroyed  their  magaziz>es  of  provi* 
sions,  beaten  their  warriors  whenever  they  hazarded  a  contest,  dis« 
persed  some,  and  expelled  others  across  the  river.  In  the  courae  of 
my  operations,  it  became  necessary  to  visit  the  Spanish  fbrtretsof 
St.  Marks.  Entering  the  territory  of  Spain,  to  fight  her  battt^  to 
relieve  from  bonda^  Vier  subjects^  and  to  chastise  an  Indian  tribe, 
whom  she  acknovi\cd^eA^  wwd^x  t-YAVim^VT^.^^^^,  i^^nr^^  hound  to 
preserve  at  peace  w\iVi^^  \3vv\x.^^  ^v^vt^»  V\«^  v««t^^  xv^^t^v^  w.^ 
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p^cl  that  die  American  army  would  have  been  received  as  frieiKk,HU)d 
every  facility  afforded,  to  insure  success  to  operations  so  interestiog 
to  both  governments.  My  expectations  have  not  been  realised.  It 
had  beeD  reported  to  me^  direct  from  you,  that  fort  St.  Marks  had 
been  threatened  by  the  Indians  and  negroes,  and  you  expressed  seri^ 
ous  apprehensions,  from  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  and  defence^ 
less  state  of  the  work,  for  its  safety.  From  other  sources  to  be  relied 
on,  the  same  information  had  been  furnished  me.  It  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  anticipate  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  antU 
cably  to  get  possession  of  a  work,  the  .  dislodging  the  enemy  from 
which,  might  cost  me  much  precious  blood.  On  entering  St.  Marks, 
evidence  of  the  duplicity  and  unfriendly  feelings  of  the  command- 
ant evinced  itself:  1  found  that  the  gates  of  his  fort  had  been  throwii 
open  to  the  avowed  savage  enemies  of  the  United  States;  thaicoun^i. 
cils  of  war  had  been  permitted  to  be  held  within  his  own  quarters,  by. 
the  chiefs  and  warriors;  that  the  Spanish  store  houses  had  been  apy 
propriated  to  the  use,  and  were  then  filled  with  goods  belonging  to  the 
I^ostile  party;  that  cattle,  knowingly  plundered  from  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  had  been  contracted  for,  and  purchased  by  the  o(* 
ficers  of  the  garrison,  from  the  Spanish  thieves;  that  foreign  agents 
had  free  access  within  the  walls  ot  St.  Marks;  and  a  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
condemned  and  executed,  as  the  instigator  of  this  war,  an  inmate  in 
the  commandant's  family.  From  this  fort,  was  information  afforded 
the  enemy  of  the  strength  and  movements  of  my  army,  by  the  saidi 
Arbuthnot;  the  date  of  departure  of  express,  noted  by  the  Spanish; 
commissary,  and  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  necessary 
supplies  furnished. 

On  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your  letter  was  receivedi 
positively  refusing  to  permit  (unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  aoy 
provisions  passing  up  to  the  American  fort  on  the  Escambia.  Con- 
nected  with  this  strong  indication  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  on  your 
part,  1  have,  from  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  that  the  city  of 
Pensacola  has,  for  some  months  past,  been  entirely  under  the  con. 
trol  of  the  Indians.  That  free  ingress  and  egress  is  permitted  to  the 
avowed  savage  enemy  of  the  United  States.  That  supplies  of  amuni- 
tion,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions  have  been  received  by  them 
from  thence.  That  on  the  15th  April  last,  there  was  no  less  than  600 
Indians  in  Pensacola,  many  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  Unit^ 
cd  States,  and  who  had  but  lately  escaped  my  pursuit.  The  late 
massacre  of  18  individuals  on  the  Federal  road,  was  committed  by 
Indians  direct  from  their  return  to  FensacoUt  who  were  received  by 
you,  and  transported  across  the  bay,  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  Ame- 
rican troops.  The  Americans  returning,  the  savages  were  permitted 
to  return.  An  Indian  wounded  in  pursuit  by  a  party,  for  having 
killed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  openly,  in  the  sight  of  ma- 
ny Americans,  received  by  you,  and  every  comfort  administered.— 
Such  pracUces,  if  authorized  by  the  king,  would  justify  me  in  opi^n 
hostilities.    Disposed  however,  to  believe  that  it  was  one  of  the  un* 
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insfliofised  mtt^  of  agent^v  I  deem  it  police  and  oeoMsaqr  tamm-' 
py  Peo^iacola  and  the  Barrancas,  with  an  American  galniscMftwa- 
til  the  Spanish  government  can  be  advised  of  the  cirGiifiMtJfice«  ^nd 
have  force  sufficient  to  maintain,  and  agenu  disposed  td  coibrce,  es^ 
isting  treaties.  This  time  it  must  be  held  until  Spnia  h»a  the  ponver 
or  will  to  maintain  her  neutrality.  This  is  justifiable  on  the  immo^ 
table  principle  of  self  defence.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is 
bound  to  protect  her  citisinsi  but  weak  would  be  all  its  eflForu,  and  in- 
effectual the  best  advised  measures/if  the  Floridas  are  to  be  free  id  eve- 
ry enemy,and6nthe  pretextof  policy  or  necessity,  Spanish  fortresses 
are  to  be  opened  to  their  use*  and  every  aid  and  comfort  afforded.  I 
have  been  explicit,  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  a  tedious  negotiation. 
My  resolution  is  fixed,  and  I  have  strength  enough  to  enforce  it 
My  army  now  occupies  the  old  fort  St.  Michael,  commanding  Pen^ 
sacola.  If  the  town  and  the  Barancas  are  peaceably  surrendered,  sq 
inventory  of  all  property 9  ammunition,  arms,  &c.  shall  be  takeo  b]f 
officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and  the  amount  receipted  for  by  mei 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  American  government.  Ulie  property  of 
Spanish  subjects  shall  be  respected;  their  religion  and  laws  guarvi- 
teed  to  them;  the  civil  government  permitted  to  remain  as  low 
established*  subject  to  the  control  of  the  military  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

The  ingress  and  egress  open  to  all  individuals;  commerce  firee  to 
the  subjects  of  Spain  as  usual,  and  the  military  furnished  widi  a'sos- 
poitation  to  Cuba.  If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refused,  I  shall  en» 
ter  Pensacola  by  violence,  and  assume  the  government  until  the 
transaction  can  be  amicably  adjusted  by  the  two  governments.  The 
military  in  the  case  must  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  The  proof 
supporting  the  accusation  against  your  official  character  will  jostify 
jthis  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  only 
to  observet  thatthe  clothing  detained  will  be  a  subject  for  future 
friendly  settlement. 

How  far  the  Indians  permitted  to  remain  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Pensacola,  were  friendly  disposed  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
is  tested  by  the  late  massacre  committed  by  them  on  the  Alabaouu 
The  Red  Ground  chiefs,  Muldecroxy  and  Holmes,  avowedly  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  were  but  lately  seen  in  Pensacola,  ahd  a  body 
of  Indians  descried  a  few  days  since  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bsraocas, 
in  presence  of  several  Spanish  officers.  By  a  reference  to  my  com* 
munications  of  the  25th  of  March,  you  will  see  how  far  I  have  beea 
ihe  agressor  in  the  measure  protested  against.  You  are  4iere  dKi- 
tinctly  advised  of  the  objects  of  my  operations,  and  that  every  ai^ 
tempt  on  your  par(  to  succour  the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  passMe  dt 
my  provisions  in  the  Escamba,  would  be  viewed  in  no  other  light 
than  as  hostile  acts  on  your  part.  You  have  done  both,  and  expDsei 
my  troops  to  the  severest  privations  by  the  detention,  occmiomediff 
the  exaction  <)f  dulVt^  ou  tn^'  y^oVvmwda  vA.^^^'^^  Vo^  ^ 
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Xott  have  therefore  been  theagressor,  and  the  blood  whid^miqf  lie 
shed  by  an  useless  resistance  on  your  part  to  my  demand,  will  rtbt  oa 
your  head.  Before  God  and  man  you  will  be  responsible.  This  will 
be  handed  to  you  by  my  aid  de  camp  captain  Gadsden,  by  whom  an 
answer  ia  expected. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj*  Gen.  Commanding. 
Don  Jose  Mastoij 

Gov.  ofPenoacola. 


Head  ^uartero^  Dhishnof  the  South, 

Pensacoia^  May^  24tth^  1818. 
SIB, 

The  enclosed  communication  was  forwarded  to  vc>u  by  my  ai8 
de  camp  captain  Gadsden,  last  evening,  not  finding  you,  however,  in 
Pensacola,  its  delivery  ifas  delayed.  I  have  entered  Pensacola  to 
provision  my  troops;  I  have  only  to  add  that  an  immediate  complin 
ance  with  my  demand  is  es^pected*  Resistance  on  your  part  would 
be  a  needless  sacrifice  of  men. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSONt 

MaJQr  General  commanding. 
Don  JoseMasaotf  Governor  ofPemacoh^ 
at  Fort  St.  Chark^t  Barancq/tf 


Head  ^uartero^  Division  of  the  Souths 

Pensacola^  May  2Sth.  1818. 
SIR, 

The  accusations  against  you,  are  founded  on  the  most  unques- 
tionable evidence.  I  have  the  certificates  of  individuals,  who,  on  the 
9Sd  instant,  at  or  near  the  little  Bayout  counted  seventeen  Indians  in 
company  of  several  Spanish  officers. 

I  have  only  to  repeat  that  the  Barancas  must  be  occupied  by  an 
American  garrison,  and  again  to  tender  you  the  terms  offered,  if  am- 
icably surrendered.  Resistance  would  be  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  blood 
for  which  you  and  your  garrison  will  have  to  atone.  You  cannot  ex- 
pect to  defend  yourself  successfully,  and  the  first  shot  from  your  Fore 
must  draw  down  upon  you  the  vengeance  of  an  irritated  soldiery.  I 
am  well  advised  of  your  strength,  and  cannot  but  remark  on  the  in- 
eonsistency  of  presuming  yourself  capable  of  resisting  an  army  which 
liaa^  conquered  the  Indian  tribes,  too  strong,  agrteaU^  U>  your  own 
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acknowiedgment,  to  be  cootroled  by  you.  If  the  ferc^  wl»ch  you  ate 
now  disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice,  had  been  wielded  agaisac^he  Sen* 
inoles,  the  American  troops  had  never  entered  the  Floridas. 

'  I  applaud  your  feeling  as  a  soldier,  in  wishing  to  defend  j^m 
post;  but  when  resistance  is  ineffectual,  and  the  opposing  force  ovA 
,  whelming,  the  sacrifice  of  a  few  brave  men,  is  an  act  of  wantonness, 
for  which  the  commanding  officer  must  be  accountable  to  hia  Grod* 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Majwr  Gtn.  Commg.  IHvhion  Sauih. 

Don  Jose  Mas90i, 

Commg.  Barancas. 
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STAFF.  CORPS,  AND  REGIMENTS. 

*th  Battalion  of  Artillery    .... 
4ih  Regiment  of  Infantry        .... 
1st  and  2d  Regiments  of  Tenn.  Volunteers 
«  Kentucky  and  Tenn.  Volunteer  Life  Guards     - 
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Head  ^uarters^  Division  of  the  Souths 
Adjutant  GeneraPs  Office^  Barancas^  May  2d»  1818. 

FELLOW  SOLDIERS! 

Tqu  were  called  ioto  the  field  to  punish  savages  and  negroest  who 
had»  in  a  sanguinary  manner,  used  the  tpmahawk  and  scalping  knife 
upon  our  helpless  citizens  upon  the  frontier.  You  have  pursued  them 
to  Mickasukey,  St.  Marks,  Suwaney,  and  lastly  to  this  place,  throu^ 
an  unexplored  wilderness,  encountering  immense  difficulties  and  pri- 
vations, which  you  met  with  the  spirit  of  American  soldiers  witboat 
a  murmur. 

Your  general  anticipated  a  close  of  the  campaign  on  his  retum 
to  fort  Gad>den,  and  hailed  the  hour  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to 
heaven,  at  the  prospect  of  relieving  you  from  your  labors,  by  (dacing 
you  in  quarters,  and  returning  you  to  your  homes;  but  how  great  was 
the  disappointment,  when  he  heard  of  the  recent  murders  committed 
on  the  Alabama,  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  from  Pensacola,  where  they 
were  furnished  with  provisions  and  ammunition  by  a  friendly  power. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  you  were  marched  here,  encotinieriBg  dif- 
ficulties which  you  alone  cab  properly  appreciate,  meeting  oo  the 
way  the  protest  oi  the  governor  of  West  Florida,  threateoing  tocoi- 
ploy  force  if  we  did  not  i  m  mediately  evacuate  the  country*  'ilus  new 
and  unexpected  enemy  was  soon  taught  to  feel  the  importance  of  hb 
threats.  You  entered  Pensacola without  resistance,  and  thestrongfer« 
tress  of  the  Barancaa  could  hold  out  but  one  day  against  your  deternua* 
ed  courage.  Tour  general  cannot  help  admiring  the  spirit,  and  mi&« 
tary  zeal  manifested  when  it  was  signified,  that  a  resort  to  stonniog 
would  be  necessary;  and  would  be  injustice  to  his  feelingSydid  henot 
particularly  notice  the  judgment  displayed  by  his  aidde  camp, 
captain  Gadsden,  of  the  engmeers,  in  the  selection  of  the  positioiis 
for  the  batteries,  and  the  gallantry  of  his  second  aid,  Captain  M^UsB 
ahd  captain  Young,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  in  aiding  him  lo 
erect  the  works,  under  the  fire  of  heavy  batteries,  within  four  buii* 
dred  yards;  as  well  as  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  captain  Peters,  lieu* 
tenant  Minton,  and  Spencer,  in  the  direction  and  management  ofthr 
nine  pounder;  and  that  of  lieutenant  Sands  and  Scallon,  charged  with 
.  the  management  of  the  howitzer.  Captain  M^Kever  of  the  oavy»  mer- 
itS|  as  he  hi|s  on  several  occasions,  his  wartnest  thanks,  for  his  zealoos 
CO  operation  and  activity,  in  landing  two  of  his  guns,  (should  an  ad* 
ditionai  battering  train  have  been  necessary,)  and  gallantly  offering  ip 
bring  his  vesssel,  before  the  water  battery,  in  the  event  of  storming  dii 
upper  works.     His  officers  and  crew  deserve  his  confidence. 

l%e  general  assigns  to  colonel  King  the  government  of  Pensa* 
cola,  and  its  dtptt\detic\t%>  «nd\ki^v^9Lrt  of  the  seventh  deJNuiment, 
'*y  ing  west  of  ihc  K^ipA%Ai\cA^  ^xA  ^^?^i^^>xi^\^  xvhw^^  Vwj^l  otii* 
erwise  ordered  by  ^ctk^iAQiivsi^^* 
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The  colonel  will  take  me^ured  to  have  the  volimteerft  ti6w  at 
Peosacola,  relieved,  preparatory  to  their  return  inarch.  ^JThe  Tennttf. 
see  volunteers  will  be  rationed  for  five  days,  and  will  forthwith 
move  for  Fort  Montgomery,  where  they  will  receive  further  order*. 

The  general  in  taking  leave  of  colonel  King  atid  his  comman4i 
tenders  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  an  affectionate  farewell. 

By  ordcn 
[Signed]  ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Mjutani  QeneraL 


BeadQuariers,  Diviston  of  the  Souths 
^  Pensacola^  May  29th.  ISiS. 

Major  general  Andrew  Jackac^n  has  found  it  necessary  to  take 
possession  of  Pensacola.  He  .has  not  been  prompted  to  this  measure 
from  a  wish  to  extend  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  Sutes,  or 
from  any  ui^riendly  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  American  republic  to 
the  Spanish  government.  The  Seminole  Indians,  inhabiting*  ^bt 
territories  of  Spain,  have,  for  more  than  two  years  past,  visited  our 
frontier  settlements  with  all  the  horrors  of  savage  massacre:  helpless 
women  have  been  butchered,  and  the  cradle  stained  with  the  blood  of 
innocence;  these  atrocities,  it  was  expected,  would  have  early  attract* 
ed  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  faithful  to  existing 
treaties,  speedy  measures  adopted  for  their  suppression.  That  so 
far  from  being  able  to  control,  the  Spanish  authorities  were  often 
compelled,  from  policy  or  necessity,  to  issue  munitions  of  war  to 
these  savages,  thus  enabling,  if  not  exciting,  them  to  raise  the  toma- 
hawk against  us. 

The  immutable  laws  of  self  defence,  therefore,  compelled  the 
American  government  to  take  possession  of  such  parts  of  the  Flori- 
das,  in  which  the  Spanish  authori^  could  not  be  maintained.  Pen- 
aacola  was  found  in  that  situsftion,  and  will  be  held  until  Spain  can 
furnish  military  strength  sufiicieqt  to  enforce  existing  treaties* 

Spanish  subjects  will  be  respected;  Spanish  laws  will  govern  in 
all  cases  affecting  p^e;rt;y  and  person;  a  free  toleration  to  all  reli* 
gions  guaranteed,  and  trade  alike  to  all  nations. 

Colonel  King  will  assume  the  cooimand  of  Pensacola,  as  milita* 
xy  and  civil  governor.  The  Spanish  laws,  so  far  as  they  effect  pav 
sooal  rights  and  property,  will  be  enforced.  Colonel  King  will  take 
possession  of  the  archives  of  the  province,  and  appoint  some  confi- 
dential individual  to  preserve  thequ  ,  It  is  all  iniportani  that  the  re« 
cord  of  tides  and  property  should  be  carefully  secured.  He  will 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  the  landed  properqr  beloogiog 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  hold  possession  of  it. 
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The  claims  to  ^propiercy  wkhin  tiie  range  uf^guntthot  of  fort  St 
Charles  de  Barancasi  will  be  scrupulously  txamined  ioto,  aod  should 
this  prove  valid,  a  rent  allowed,  but  possesaion  in  no  wise  given. 
This  property  is  necessary  for  the  United  States,  and  under  its  laws 
^ay  be  held,  and  an  equivalent  paid. 

The  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  established,  and 
captain  Gadsden  appointed  to  act- as  collector,  with  full  powers  to 
nominate  such  sub-officer^  as  in  his  opinion  will  be  necessary  to  the 
laithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  will  apply  to  the 
governor  of  Pensacola,  for  roilitar}'  aid  in  all  cases  where  i(  may  be 
necessary  to  correct  attempts  at  an  illicit  trade. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

J^jor  General f  commanding  Division  South* 


Head  ^uarters^  Division  Souths 
Fort  Montgomery^  June  2, 181S. 
8IB, 

The  Seminole  war  having  terminated,  I  deem  it  politic  snd 
advisable  to  send  to  Washington,  John  Blunt  and  his  Indian  com* 
rades,  who  have  acted  as  pilots  to  me  during  may  late  campaign.—^ 
John  Blunt  is  a  Tuckabatchec  Indian,  and  has  long  been  friendly  to 
the  United  State,  and  in  consequence  of  his  oppositioi>^to  the  Red 
Sticks  party,  during  the  Creek  war,  has  drawn  down  upon  himself 
^eir  vengeance  during  the  late  contest.  His  settlement  being- in  so 
exposed  situation  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  he  was  early  attacked 
by  the  Seminoles,  his  property  destroyed,  and  his  family  rifled  from 
him;  alone  he  escaped,  and  fled  to  fort^cott,  where,  joining  the 
American  standard,  he  has  proved  himself  a  most  zealous  friend,  and 
faithftil  pilot  to  this  period.  Injustice  to  him  I  am  bound  to  state, 
that  his  correct  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  zealous  attachment  to 
the  cause  in  which  we  were  engaged,  apa  I  measurably  indebted  for 
the  success  of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  accompanies  John  Blunt.  Mr.  H.  is  a  Spanish 
subject  by  birth,  and  has  long  been  a  resident  as  a  trader  on  the  Ap- 
palachicola river.  In  consequence  of  his  attachment  to  th^  Ameri* 
can  cause,  and  his  active  exertions  to  check  the  hostile  feelings  of 
those  Indians,  disposed  to  war  against  the  United  Sutes,  he  drew 
down  upon  himself  and  family  their  vengeance. 

He  was  forcibly  taken  from  his  house  at  an  early  period  of  the 
war,  his  property,  goods  and  negroes  taken  from  him,  and  he  violent- 
ly transported  from  Mickasuky,  Suwancy  and  St.  Marks,  until  finally 
relieved  bv  capuin  M'Keever,  of  the  American  navy.  Since  wMdi 
period  he  has  bcea  atuched  to  my  army  as  Indian  iaterptecer.    Tott 
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will  find  tfMn  an  honest  and  faithful  friend  to  our  government|  and 
valuable  for  th^  information  which  he  can  afford  of  Spanish  policy  and 
intrigue* 

He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  foreign  agents 
in  this  country^  of  their  practices,  &c.  and  how  far  encouraged  by 
the  Spanish  authority,  &c. 

With  respecti  &c. 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  general  commanding^ 
The  honorable  J.  C.  Calhoun^ 

Secretary  of  war. 


No.   L 

Deposition  of  Sebastian  Card. 

Mr.  Sebastian  Caro,  a  citizen  of  t^ensacola^  being  sworn,  states: 
that  being  in  Mobile  during  the  early  part  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  Indians  being  at  that  time  in  Pensacola;  that  in 
the  spring  of  1814,  about  200  Indians  were  in  Pensacola,  and  it  was 
generally  understood  by  the  citizens, and  believed  by  them,  that  those 
Indians  procured  ammunition  and  provisions  from  the  public  stores, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  depredations  on  the  American 
frontier;  and  that  this  proceeding  was  much  commented  on  by  the 
citizens,  and  generally  condemned.  Mr.  Caro,  did  not  himself  see 
ammunition  and  provisions  issued  to  the  Indians,  but  it  was  a  thimgf 
of  public  notoritv. 

[Signed]  SEBASTIAN  CAHO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Pensacola, 

H.  TOUNG,  Capt.  Top.  Engr. 
September  7 flSlB.' 


^  No.  2. 

Deposition  ofJoseS^Caao. 

Jose  8.  Caso,  a  citizen  of  Pensacola^^being  sWorn,  stated;  that 
early  in  the  present  year,  1818,  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  to 
Pensacola,  their  numbers  not  known,  but  probably  fifty;  that  on  hear- 
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ng  of  the  approach  of  the  Anierican  army  under  general  Jackioa^ 
the  governor  of  Peqsacola  furnithed  those  Indians  with  prpvitioas 
and  ammuaition,  and  sent  them  in  public  boats  across  the  bay.  The 
deponent  saw  the  rations  issued,  and  the  party  embarked.  The  de- 
ponent further  states,  that  subsequent  to  this,  he  saw  three  parties  of 
hostile  Indians  furnished  with  provisions,  the  ostensible  object  of 
which,  was  to  enable  those  Indians  to  march  to  the  interior  and  give 
themselves  up;  but  it  was  very  generally  believed,  that  those  Indians 
had  no  such  intention.  The  deponent  saw  those  Indians  set  out,  and 
stages  that  they  had  their  arms. 

tSignjd]  JOSEPH  ESTEEVEN  CASO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Pensacola. 

HUGH  YOUNG, 
Captain  Top^  Engmeeru 
Wlh  Sept.  ISiS.  ^ 


No.   3. 
Deposition  of  Charks  Baron. 

Ch^irles  Baron,  a  resident  of  Pensacola,  being  sworn,  states:  that 
ahoul  the  latter  end  of  April,  or  beginning  of  May,  1818,  a  party  of 
jhdtaosy  amounting  to  near  100,  were  in  Pensacola  with  a  quantity 
of  plunder,  which  it  was  generally  believed  was  taken  at  the  time 
Stokes'  family  was  murdered  on  the  Escambia.  The  Indians  sold 
thii  plunder  openly  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pensacola,  and  the  deponent 
could  not  learn  tl^at  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Pensacola  made  io* 
quiries  respecting  it.  The  deponent  further  states,  that,  at  several 
times  in  the  present  year,  1818,  he  saw  parties  of  Indians  furnished 
with  provisions  and  ammunition  from  trie  king's  store,  but  he  does 
not  recollect  the  dates  of  these  transactions.  The  deponent  further 
states,  that  he  has  frequently  heard  Spanish  officers  at  Pensacola  jus* 
tify  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  towards  the  United  Sbites,  manifesting 
IXi  their  conversation,  a  deoidedt  hostility  towards  the  Americana. 

CABiLOg  BARON. 

Sworn  beforic  me  at  Pensacola,  Sept.  13,  1818^ 

H.  YOUIfG, 


John  Dvffey^  ieingdahf  sworti^  declares  uls  follows 
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Question.  Have  yoa  resided  in  and  about  Peasacola  since  Nd- 
vember,  1817^ 

Answer.     I  have. 

Question.  Ilave  you  seen  in  said  town,  or  its  vicinity)  wldiio, 
ax  since  that  period,  any  Indians? 

Answer.     I  have. 

Question.    IIow  many  did  you  see  at  any  particular  time? 

Answer.  About  the  latter  end  of  last  spring,  1  saw  in  town  from 
fifty  to  sixty  Indians^  but  few  of  thetn  were  armed,  because  they  were 
prohibited  from  coming  into  town  armed.  I  suppose  their  arihs  were 
left  in  their  camps  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  How  did  these  Indians  subsist  themselves;  and  hbw 
did  they  procure  ammunition? 

Answer.  Probably  from  government  here;  of  this,  however,  I 
am  not  cert^n. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  horses,  cattle.,  or  other  plunder, 
brought  into  this  place  by  the  Indians? 

Answer.    No. 

Question^  How  many  Indians  were  in  Pensacola,  and  its  neigh- 
borhood, at  the  time  that  major  Youngs  attacked  a  party  near  this 
town? 

Answer.  Of  all  descriptions,  viz.  men,  women,  and  children, 
there  must  have  been  a  censiderable  number:  not  less,  probably,  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty.  ^ 

Question.  When  major  Youngs  attacked  the  party  near  town, 
how  did  those  in  town  find  means  to  escape  across  the  bay? 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  and  believe,  that  they  were  set 
aidrott  the  bay  by  order  of  the  governor. 

SANTIAGO  BAUJHIN. 

A  true  copy. 

»  R.  St.  Cau,  a*  l.  c. 


Jiseph  Bonefiy  being  duly  rworn^  declares  aafQllfffvs^  vjz: 

Question.    Have  you  lived  at  Pensacola  since  November,  1317? 

Answer.    I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  not  between  that  period  and  the  approacK 
of  the  American  forces  under  major  general  Jackson,  repeatedly  seen 
divers  parties  of  hostile  Indians  in  this  town,  or  its  neighborhood? 

Answer.  I  have.  Indeed,  between  the  said  month  of  Novem- 
ber^aadthe  tinae  that  the  ho^e  party  silis-enderedto  major  Youngs, 
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there  were  more  or  less  ia  town.    Sometimes  in  numbers  con8ideni« 
blc — sometimes  fewer. 

Question.  How,  or  by  whom  were  those  Indians  subsisted,  and 
from  whom,  or  by  what  means  did  they  procure  anttmunhion,  aod 
other  warlike  stores  or  weapons? 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  and  do  believe,  that  they  were  fed 
by  the  government  here.  As  to.ammunitiont  &c.  I  cannot  state  how 
they  procured  supplies,  except  it  might  have  been  from  the  stores 
about  town. 

Question.  Have  you  seen,  or  been  informed  of  any  horses,  cat- 
tle, or  other  plunder  having  been  brought  in  here  by  the  Indians  with- 
in  the  term  above  alluded  to? 

Answer.    No. 

JOSEPH  BONEFAT. 

Fensacola. 

Both  depositions  sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  19th  Sep- 
tember, 1818. 

Jtf.  M'KINSEY,  Stnr. 

J.  P.  in  and  for  Pensacohy  W,  Florida^ 

A  true  copy. 

R.  St.  Call.  a.  l.  c. 


Province  of  West  Florida^ 
Town  of  Fensacohf  September  IBth,  1818. 

In  pursuance  with  an  order  to  me  directed  by  colonel  William 
King,  civil  and  military  governor  of  said  province,  (a  copy  whereof 
is  hereunto  annexed)  I  caused  to  appear  before  me,  at  th^quarters 
of  captain  Hugh  Young,  of  the  army  of  the  United  State!^  in  this 
town,  the  following  persons,  viz.  Manl.  Gonzales,  Dn.  Brosnaham, 
William  Cooper,  J.  Dauphin  Skeate,  Felippi  Pricto,  Jaochim  Barre- 
las,  P.  Alba,  Junr.  Jose  Bonefi,  (Marian)  and  Charles  Le  Jean,  to 
answer  on  oath  such  interrogatories^  not  tending  to  criminate  them- 
selves, as  might  be  propounded  to  them  by  captain  Young»  relating  to 
the  intercourse,  which  took  place  between  the  late  Spanish  authori- 
ties of  this  province,  and  the  hostile  Indians,  during  the  recent  war 
with  the  United  States. 

Joachim  Barrelas,  being  duly  sworn,  declares:  That  he  has  fre« 
quently  seen  parties  of  Indians  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  since  the 
month  of  November,  1 817;  says,  that  parties  of  Indians  have  been  pro- 
visioned by  the  Ule  autVvofvvve^  %x  xJkv^  ^\^c^\  wi  ^^N«t7&.  ^^^^avons  has 
frequently  heard  and beWeveAxSoax  ^^  Vi^\7«A  H*«t^\xi  S^c^'^Xefci^.^^ 
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ibrinpng  into  this  place,  horses,  cattle,  &c.  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  and  other  plunder;  says  he  was  at  Barrancas  at  the  time  that 
general  Jackson  came  to  Pensacola,  in  May  last.  Deponent  acted 
there  as  commissary, and  knows  that  several  Indians  went  from  town, 
down  to  Barrancas,  with  the  Spanish  forces^  and  took  refuge  in  the 
fort.  That  at  the  «ame  time  several  small  parties  were  encamped 
about  the  Barrancas.  That  upon  the  arrival  of  general  Jackson  be« 
fore  the  Barrancas,  Tapaulca  and  family,  were  also  in  the  fort  De- 
ponent has  seen  said  chiei  several  times  in  Fensacula,  and  believes 
him  to  be  either  a  Creek  or  Seminole  Indian:  that  while  deponent 
was  at  Barrancas,  and  subsequently  to  the  said  month  of  Nov.  ISIT, 
he  saw  an  Indian  named  Luna,  an  express  from  St.  Marks,  cross  over 
from  Santa  Rosa  Island  to  Barrancas,  with  despatches  for  the  governor 
here«  Says  that  since  the  said  month  of  Nov.  1817,  governor  Mas- 
sftt  being  himself  at  Brrancas,  did  order  this  deponent  to  give  rations 
to  several  parties  of  Indians  then  there,  of  at  least  from  thirty  to  forty 
Btrong,  men,  women,  and  children. 

[Signed]  JOACHIM  BARRELAS. 


George  Skeate,  being  duly  sworn,  declares:  That  he  has  con* 
stantly  resided  in  the  town  of  Pensacola  since  Nov.  1817.  Since 
V^hich  he  has  repeatedly  seen  at  different  times  in  said  town,  from 
thirty  to  forty  Indians:  has  not  seen  any  ammunition  given  to  the  In- 
dians within  the  period  above  alluded  to:  has  heard  and  believes  that 
horses,  cattle,  &c.  wer  brought  into  this  place  by  the  Indians  and  sold; 
which  deponent  however  did  not  see.  Deponent  believes  that  the  late 
governor  Maset  was  well  a/cqqainted  with  the  several  murders  that 
were  committed  in  the  neighboring  frontier.  Knows  of  no  supplies 
furnished  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government,  since  about  the  month 
of  March,  1817,  when  a  supply  of  knives,  a  few  blankets,  and  some 
copper  kettles  were  furnished  and  delivered  to  a  party  of  Indians,  for 
the  purpose  as  was  then  said,  of  acting  against  the  insurgents  who 
were  expected.  That  the  said  party  of  Indians  shortly  disappeared, 
and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.  Deponent  said,  that  on  the 
day  that  major  Youngs  attacked  a  party  of  Indians  in  the  neighbor- 
hoqdof  this  town,  a  number  of  Indians,  whom  he  believes  were  sent, 
(or  went  themselves)  across  the  bay  in  a  boat  belonging  tj  Don  Anto- 
nip  Molina,  captain  of  the  post. 

[Signed]  GEORGE  SKEATE. 
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Mr.  Charles  Le  f  eiuic«  being  duly  sworn,  declares:  That  he  bm 
resided  in  Pensacola  since  Nov.  18t7,  since  whi^h  be  has  freqaeudy 
seea  in  this'town  or  its  vicinity,  parties  of  upwards  of  an  hundred  li^ 
dtaos  encamped;  that  these  parties  were  armed  either  w^Ch  rifles  or 
with  the  arras  that  were  fumtshed  them  by  the  English.  That  iK 
though  he  cannot  state  that  those  parties  h^d  received  amanunitJas 
from  che  Spanish  governmeni  here,  he  nevertheless  can  a«d  does  stale, 
that  the  said  parties  were  provisioned  from  the  king's  stored  bf  Prie- 
to,  king^s  storekeeper;  that  previous  to  Nov.  1817,  the  govemment 
was  regularly  in  the  habit  of  giving  out  ammunition  to  the  rndVaas, 
from  a  store  which  was  expressly  for  that  purpose  here*  That  on  the 
day  that  major  Youngs  attacked  the  Indians  near  shis  town,  there  mi 
a  considerable  number  encamped  near  the  water  side,  ia  town,  who, 
upon  hearing  the  report  of  fire  arms  crossed  the  bay  in  their  owt 
boats^acid  other  larger  boats,  belonging  to  others. 

[8rgiicd]  CHABLES  LE  JEUNR 


Wm.  Cooper,  being  duly  sworn,  declares:  That  he  has  resided 
in  Pensacola  since  Nov.  1817,  during  which  period  he  has  frequently 
seen  in  town  and  its  vicinity,  several  parties  of  Indians;  saw  one  in 
particular,  with  some  sheet  lead,  and  has  heard  that  the  Indian  had 
introduced  some  clothes  into  town  that  looked  like  American  mana* 
facUire;  states  also,  that  Tapaulca  was  Red  S/ici  chief,  and  had  been 
frequently  about  Pensacola  for  several  years  past. 

[Signed]  WILLIAM  COOHCB. 

Pensacohj  8eM.  t9thj  1818. 
I  certify  that  the  aforegoing  depositions  were  sworn  to  and  sub* 
scribed  before  me  on  this  day. 

M.  M^ENSEY,»«V. 
J,  P.  in  and  for  tfie-iown  of  Pensacola^  West  floridcL 


Pitrre  SenaCj  being  solemnly  s-worn^  declares  asfbttaws: 

Thi^t  h?.  has  resided  in  the  town  of  Pensacola  conatantly,  since 
the  month  of  November  last  past;  that  since  that  time,  and  mutl  the 
arrival  of  major  Youngs  near  this  town,  there  were  always  eonsider^ 
sible  iMmibeTS  o{  ho^uk  Indians  in  or  near  this  town;  that  on  maaf 
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occasions^  within  that  period»  he  has  seen,  from  one  huadred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  Indians  here.  That  these  forces  were  regularly 
provisioned  from  the  king^s  scores  here;  that  he  has  seen  large  quan* 
tities  of  sheet  lead  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians,  and  considers  it 
as  greatly  resembling  the  lead  aprons  of  cannon;  that  the  govemih^nt 
mi^c  have  furnished  the  lead .  in  question,  as  there  were  no  otter, 
means  here  of  getting  such  lead;  and  that  the  said  lead  witiiriXfei  off 
into  balls,  which  this  deponent  saw. 

That  on  the  day  that  major  Toungs  attacked  a  iMurty  of  Indians 
near  this  town,  there  was  then  in  town  a  considerable  number  mbre, 
who  were  set  across  the  bay  in  boats  provided  for  that  pufpbsie  by 
the  Spanish  governor. 

Deponent  further  states,  that  about  the  first, of  Marchi  laftt  pWstf 
three  considerable  parties  of  hostile  Indians,  one  party  ttad6r  the 
command  of  Leon  Lesassier,  another  under  the  command  of  Aniattd 
Crtlmar,  (both  lieutenants  in  his  Catholic  maJesty^s  service,)  and  the 
third  commanded  by  an  Indian  chi^f,  retired  out  of  this  town,  ftlid 
went  down  towards  the  neighborhood  of  Barrancas,  where  provisions 
and  ammunition  were  regularly  supplied  to  them  by  the  SpaYlish 
government;  that  the  said  Indians  were  armed  with  guns,  which  Chey 
hnd  received  from  the  English  during  the  late  war,  and  that  they  re- 
mained encamped  within  from  one  to  three  leagues  of  Barrancai^ 
for  the  space  of  nearly  a  month;  that  these  Indians,  besides  being  arm* 
ed  with  guns,  had  also  tomahawks,  which  deponent  understood  and 
believes  were  furnished  by  John  Junerarity;  and  that  when  the  gov* 
ernment  caused  the  said  parties  to  be  thus  assembled  and  equipped^ 
they  were  coUeqied  at  Barrancas,  for  the  purpose  as  deponent  ton* 
ceives,  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  such  individuals  in  Pensa^ola,  as 
would  not  concur  in  such  measures. 

Deponent  further  states,  that  since  the  said  month  of  Noi^mbet* 
lasc  past,  he  has  seen  brought  in  here  by  the  Indians,  a  quantity  of 
Cottdnade  and  women^s  clothing,  brought^  or  said  to  hflhre  been 
brought,  from  the  American  frontier;  that  these  things  were  publicly 
sold  in  this  town,  notwithstanding  it  was  notoriously  known  here, 
that  those  articles  and  property  had  just  been  taken  from  those  whom 
the  Indians  had  killed  on  the  American  frontier.  • 

[Signed]  TiBRItE  S]&NAC. 

Attest, 
J.  B.  Mobimon^  InterpreUn 

Pgiuacoku 

.     Sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  19th  day  Qf  September, 
1818. 

M.  M«KIN8ET,  Seor. 

Juatice  of  the  Peace  ^  in  and  for  the  town  ofPen9ac9la9  W.  F. 
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fl7ih  Mtirch^  tun. 

Having  arranged  the  aflEairs  of  the  territory,  aa  far  as  w« 
practicable,  1  Left  St.  Stephens  the  14th  instant,  with  the  ioteotiiM  of 
(MrecfKriiog  to  Georgia  for  my  faaaily*  At  the  town  of  Claiborne, 
the  next  day,  intelligence  reached  nne,  that  on  the  night  of  the  IStb 
iaslant,  a  party  of  lodians  had  attacked  a  botise  on  the  Federal  road, 
about  fifty  miles  distant  from  that  place,  and  murdered  eig^  persom. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  detachment  of  mounted  militia  into  service, 
and  proceeded  With  them  to  the  place.  At  the  same  time,  appre- 
heading  tbe  murderers  might  attempt  to  escape  to  Florida,  the  asy- 
lufls  for  o>ur  enemies,  I  transmitted  a  communication  by  express  to 
the  eofi^matidi^g  officer  at  Fort  Crawford,  notifying  him  of  ray  ar« 
HHIgf  aaeats,  and  desiring  a  force  to  be  sent  from  jthe  fort  in  two  dc- 
lacbmeiHs  akmg  certain  routes  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
aapress  was  also  ioatructed  to  overtake  me.  I  accordingly  received 
tfiformation-'frfna  major  Youngs,  that  my  request  had  been  executed. 
The  djetachoieots  were  marched  with  a  promptitude  honorable  totiie 
asajor;  aad  I  trust,  they  will  be  enabled,  with  the  aid  of  the  militiM* 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  hostile  party.  "^ 

UadersUfiding  that  the  inhabitants  in  this  quarter,  considered 
themselves  in' much  danger,  I  issued  the  necessary  orders  forthe<Bs- 
|IOBitioB  of  the  troops,  and  proceeded  hither.  I  have  since  beencvr* 
reetfy  informed,  that  the  morning  Heft  the  place  of  rendezvous,  fift 
mtu  riding  on  the  road  in  that  neighborhood,  were  fired  on  by  theii^ 
diaoSt  three  kiUed,  and  one  wounded;  in  thin  state  of  things,  it  isia* 
dispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  that  troefps  should  be  sii> 
•^ned  ai  seixecal  points;  and  1  have  taken  measures,  as  far  aa  I  caa, 
for  th»t  object.,  X  have  also  issued  an  order,  that  all  Itidiaba  wii 
are  faivitiag  in  our  woods,  depart  forthwith  to  their  nation.  IthA 
become  pecessaty  to  their  safety,  and  to  the  repose  of  the  inhabitants. 
We  cannot  distiaguisb  the  hostile  from  the  triendly  party,  and  sM 
is  the  state  of  alam,  that  the  sight  of  an  Indian,  creates  amow^ 
women  and  children,  Uie  most  frightful  apprehensions.  I  hav^sie^ 
a  letter  to  the  tiig  Wanrior,  requesting  him  to  call  his  people  bty^e, 
and  assuring  him  that  my  order  is  dictated  by  the  most  friendly  mo- 
tives. 

Is  it  not  probable,  that  when  the  Seminoles  are  pressed  by  gea- 
cral  Jackson  in  the  neighborhood  of  Apalachicola,  they  will  retreat 
to  oor^frontiers,  and  take  revenge  on  our  defenceless  inhabiunts. 
1  look  for  it;  and  am  without  the  means  of  resistance.^  There 
■iMte  tfot  more  than  a  hundred  regulars  at  Foft  Crawford,  and  t#(H 
thirds  of  the  militia  of  the  Territory  are  not  yet  organized;  nor  can  1 
prgaMBO  thean,  and  a^wiat  the  officers,  until  the  country  is  laid  off 
into  proper  beats.     So  soon  as  the  legislature  arranged  the  counties, 
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I  iMued  the  oecessary  instruGtioos  on  that  subject,  but  owiog  to  the 
high  waters,  and  the  want  of  bridges,  it  is  impossible  to  have  them  ex- 
ecuted at  present.  There  is  not,  moreover,  aor  has  there  been,  iMt 
dollar  in  our  treasury.  You  will  readily  perceive  my  embarrass* 
ments,  and  I  earnestly  entreat  you,  to  place  funds  at  my  disposal  for 
the  protection  of  the  people;  and,  if  practicable,  to  order  a  much 
larger  number  of  regular  troops  to  our  frontiers. 

I  shall  make  this  my  head  quarters  for  some  weeks. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c«  &c. 

[Signed]  WM.  W.  .BIBiB. 

Hon.  John  C  Calhoun^ 

SecrtUiTif  of  War. 


Jt  Manaci\  ±5fk  Jipril^  iai8« 
DEAR  SIR, 

Since  I  last  wrote  to  you»  I  have  received  inteHigence  which 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  return  to  St.  Stephens.  I  leartt  that  the 
Indians  who  committed  fhe  late  murders  in  this  neighborhood,  w<lre 
seen  a  few  days  since  at  Pensacola.  My  situation  is  eittremdy  iia* 
pleasant.  I  am  without  funds  for  the  protection  of  the  territory,  aiid 
totally  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the  government  with  respect  fo  Fk^ 
rida.  A  friendly  and  intelligent  Indian  has  informed  me  that  tike 
hostile  party  by  whom  we  have  been  annoyed,  arq  two  niilcs  ^uthof 
the  Florida  line,  on  a  creek  called  Yellow  Water,  from  wheirce  Xh^ 
make  incursions  among  us.  And  yet  I  have  received  no  ihttmation 
from  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  which  authorises  me  tdseod 
troops  into  the  Spanish  urritory.  What  orders  have  been  issued  to 
general  JUckson,  on  that  subject,  I  know  not;  nor  iikleeil  tm  1  ac* 
quainted  in  any  degree  with  the  arrangements  oa  the  part  of  the  Doho 
ed  States^  for  prosecuting  the  present  war. 

I  should  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  views  6f  the  government.  We 
have  no  mails  at  present,  and  I  send  this  letter  to  Georgia  by  friPlrel'* 
lers,  whom  I  have  met  this  evening  on  my  route  to  St.  Bcefiheiid. 

Tour  obedient  servent) 

[Signed]  wM.w*]inai. 

BfnoraUe  J.  Q.  Calhoun^ 
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yft.  t»eg  'leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  statemeDt  of  facti: 
On  the  ISth  of  December,  1817,  we  were  violently  torn  from  ow 
.settlements  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  by  a  number  of  IndianSt* head- 
ed by  Chenubby,  a  chief  of  the  Fowl  Town  tribe,  carried  to  If  ickt* 
suky,  and  delivered  to  Renhaja,  king  of  the  Mtckasukians.  Kenha- 
ja  carried  us  to  the  negro  towns  on  Siiwany,  and  thence  to  the  Span- 
ish fort  St.  Marksy  to  the  commandant  of  which,  he  delivered  ui 
as  prisoners^  captured  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Arbutbnot,  reported 
to  us  as  a  British  agent.  At  St.  Marks,  we  were  treated  as  prison- 
ers,  and  not  permitted  to  wander  beyond  the  walls  of  the  garrisoo. 
While  at  that  post,  the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  Indians,  hostile  to 
,the  United  States,  was  unrestrained,  and  several  councils  wcrre  held, 
at  one  of  which,  Kenhaja^  king  of  the  MickasUkians,  Francis,  or  Et&t 
BbJoj  Hamathlemeco,  the  chief  of  the  Antesses,  and  the  chief  of  the 
Kolemies,  all  the  old  Red  Stick  party,  and  Jack  Mealy*  chief  of  the 
Ochewas^,  were  present.  When  it  was  rtrporicd  that  these  chiefc 
,and  their  warriors,  were  entering  fort  St.  Marks,  for  the  purpose  of 
liolding  a  council,  Hambly  represented  to  the  commandant,  the  im* 
propriety  of  permitting  such  proceedings  within  the  walls  of  a  8pao- 
ish  fortress,  the  officer  of  which,  was  bound  to  preserve  and  eaforce 
.the  treaties  existing  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  United  States; 
he  replied  to  Hambly,  with  some  degree  of  warmth,  observing  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.  On  the  Indians  coming  ioto 
,thc  fort,  at  their  request^  we  were  confined!  The  council  was  held 
in  the  commandant's  quarters,  he,  the  commandant,  was  present, 
but  strictly  forbade  the  intrusion  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  garri- 
son* 

The  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  driving  to  fort  St.  Marks,  aod 
disposing  of  cs^t^Ie  to  the  cpmmsindant  and  other  Spanish  officers. 
While  at  tjiat  post,  three  or  four  droves  were  brought  in,  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Indians,  to  have  been  stolen  from  the  citizens  of  the 
tJnited  States,  and  purchased  by  the  Spanish  officers.  We  were  pre- 
sent at  most  of  these  contracts,  and  Hambly  ofien  referred  to  as  an  is- 
terpreter,  between  the  purchaser  and  seller.  Chenubby,  a  Fowl 
Town  Indian,  once  applied  to  Hambly,  to  mention  to  the  comanaiid- 
ant,  that  he  was  about  visiting  the  froJitiers  of  Georgia,  on  a  plunder- 
ing expedition,  and  wished  to  know  whether  he  would  purchase  the 
cattle  brought  in.  A  contract  was  entered  into,  and  Chenubby  soar 
time  after,  brought  in  and  disposed  of  eleven  head  of  cattle,, to  die 
Spanish  commandant  of  fort  St.  Marks;  these  same  cattle  were  those 
Purchased  by  you  frona  the  commandant,  as  his  private  property* 

(Signed)        WM.  HAMBI^Y, 
EDltfD.  DOYLE. 
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^  cooversanon  with  the  commandant  of  fort  St.  Marks,  on  the 
subject  of  having  that  work  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  I  had 
occasion  to  notice  the  aid  and  comfort  that  the  hostile  party  of  In* 
dians  had  rtceived,  as  reported,  from  him;  that  they  had  iree  access 
within  the  walls  of  his  fort,  and  that  it  was  well  known,  no  small  supplies 
of  ammunition  had  been  received  from  that  quarter.  In  reply,  he  stated^ 
that  his  conduct  had  been  governed  by  policy:  tke  defenceless  state 
of  his  work,  and  the  weakness  of  his  garrison ,  compelled  him  to  con- 
ciliate the  friendship  of  the  Indians;  to  supply  their  wants,  to  grant 
what  he  had  not  the  power  to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  with  apparent 
willingness,  the  gates  of  his  fortress,  least  they  should  be  forced  by 
violence.  That  he  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  by  Indians  and 
negroes,  and  that  his  security  depended  upon  exhibiting  an  external 
friendship. 

After  fort  St.  Marks  was  occupied  by  the  American  troops,  a 
black  man  and  a  Spanish  soldier,  was  reported  to  me  as  having  been 
arrested,  clad  in  the  American  uniform,  recognised  as  part  of  the 
clothing  of  the  4th  and  7th  regiments,  captured  in  the  boat,  com* 
manded  by  lieutenant  Scott,  in  ascending  the  Appalachicola  river. 

In  explanation,  the  Spanish  commandant  observed,  that  his  sol* 
dters  and  the  Seminole  Indians,  were  in  the  habit  of  trading  with 
each  other;  and  that  this  negro,  with  others  of  his  garrison,  had 
received  his  permission,  to  purchase  some  clothing,  reported  to  have 
been  brought  in  by  the  Indians. 

Respectfully,  Sec. 

(Signed)        JAMES  GADSDEN, 
Aid  decamp. 
Maj.  gen.  A.  Jackson^  comdg.  S.  Biv.  U.  S,  army. 


We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify,  that,  at  the  capture  ol 
fort  St.  Marks,  East  Florida,  by  major  general  A.  Jackson,  on  the 
7th  April,  t818,  there  were  some  catde  purchased  on  account  of  the 
United  States*  and  turned  over  to  us,  which  we  are  of  an  opinion  had 
been  driven  from  the  frontiers  of  Creorgia,  (a  part  of  them  at  least,) 
and  we  were  strengthened  in  our  opinion,  by  a  number  of  officers 
and  men  from  Georgia,  oSering  to  swear  to  a  number  of  them  as  the 
property  of  their  neighbors  and  friends.  Given  under  our  hands  at 
fort  Gadsden,  this  3d  May,  1818. 

[Signed]  JACUB  R.  BROOKS, 

Acting  contractor'^s  agent  U*  8.  armu. 
PETER  CONE, 
Assistant  Commissary. 
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We,  the  underftigiied  oflicers  and  meo,  of  the  Oeorgif  mifiii^ 
ia  the  service  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  certify,  that  weipe 
at  fort  St.  Marks«  East  Florida,  at  the  time  of  its  captvire  by  J 
general  A  Jackson,  on  the  7th  April,  1818,  and  saw  spmkc^mti 
were  purchased  on  account  of  the  DnVted  States,  from  ^tbe  S^ 
authorities,  which  we  were  ready  to  swear  to  as  the  pro|)ejt(^  dfi 
friends  and  neighbors  in  Gebrgta, 

Given  under  our  hands  at  fort  Gadsden,  this  3d  May^  \M%;  ^ 

[Signed]  ANDBEW  F.  VRAZKBL,  ikflA 

DANL.  F.  SULUVAN,  G.  jj^ 


SIR, 


Fort  Gadsden^  SdMay^  181& 


After  the  occupancy  of  fort  St.  Marks,  with  Aoiericap  troops 
on  the  7th  April  last,  it  became  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  sooae  goodi, 
found  in  one  of  the  public  stores. 

These  goods  were  pointed  out  by  the  Spanish  comnnaDdaat«  wh^ 
through  Mr.  Hambly,  as  interpreter,  seperated  several  orf  the  aiticks 
chimed  as  bis  own  private  property,  and  designated  others  as-  tbe 
property  of  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hajo  und  Arbuthnot^  a  British  agent  or 
frade*.  An  inventory  of  these  was  taken  and  deposited  with  the 
Aiaerican  o$cer,  left  in  command  of  fort  St*  Marks. 

With  respect,  8tc.  

[Signe4]  J>.  E.  TWIGGS* 

Brevet  J^ajor^  7th  fnfimtfjjf. 


I  certify,  that  I  acted  as  interpreter  in  the  transaction  tdhfO^^iS* 
luded  to,  and  two  separate  parcels  of  goods  were  designated  by  mt 
Spanish  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  as  beloqging  to  QiUis  Hajo  ilbd 
Arbuthnot. 

[Signed]  WM,  |IABUII.t; 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that  during  my  long  residence  on  the  river 
Apalachichola,  my  knowledge  of  the  Indian  language,  and  my  inti- 
mate sicquaintani^  with  the  different  chiefs,  gave  me  many  o|iqportiir 
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mties  of  knowing  through  them,  ihc  advices  giv<tD  thenif  from  i 
to  time,  by  the  governors  of  West  Florida,  hostile  to  die  UoitMl 
States.     In  the  year  1812,  or  1813, 1  saw  a  teller  from  the  governor 
of  Pensacola,  to  the  late  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  Thoanas  PcrrymaOy 
advising  hiiB  to  collect  his  forces  and  join  his  upper  lown  brethreOf 
whom  he  said  h^d  come  to  a  determination  to  rise  in  arms,  andehake 
off  the  American  yoke;  he  would  supply  them  in  arms  and  ammiuii- 
lions,  and  he  said  he  was  sure  that  in  less  than  a  month,  their  fathers 
and  protectors,  the  Spaniards,  would  have  a  sufficient  army  in  the 
field,  to  aid  and  protect  them.     Not  long  after  I  saw  this  letter,  a 
Urge  party  of  Indians  went  down  to  Pensacola,  where  they  received 
a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  and  some  arms;  it  was  but  shortly  af- 
ter thisf  when  they  attacked  and  destroyed  the^garrisonof  Fort  Mims; 
this  was  the  commencement  of  the  first  Indian  war.     On  the  Idth 
of  December  last,  when  on  my  plantation  on  the  Apalachichola,  I 
was  made  a  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Seminole  Indians,  and  was  taken 
up  to  the  Ochesee  Bluffs,  in  company  with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made 
a  prisoner  of,  with  me.     They  kept  us  here  three  days,  during  which 
time,  they  were  busily  engaged  with  some  transports,  which  was  then 
ascending  the  river  to  Fort  (Scott;  from  thence  they  took  us  to  the 
Mickasukey,  where  the  Indians  informed  me,  that  they  had  been  told 
by  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  that  war  was  declared  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States;  from  this  place  we  were  carried  to  the 
Suwany,  when  Kenhagee,  principal  chief  of  the  Seminoles^  told  me, 
that  we  had  been  taken  and  robbed,  by  order  of  Arbutbnot,  said 
brought  there,  to  be  tried  by  him.     Shortly  after  we  reached  this, 
Arbuthnot  arrived  from  Providence,  when  we  were  tried  and  sen- 
tenced by  said  Arbuthnot,  to  be  tortured;  this  sentence  was  not  put  ii> 
execution,  by  the  friendly  interference  of  Mr.  Cook,  clerk  to  Arbuth- 
not, and  the  negro  chief,  Nero.      We  were  then  conducted  hack  to 
the  Mickasukees,  then  Renhagee  went  down  to  the  Fort  St.   Marks, 
to  consult  the  commandant,  if  he  would  take  us  as  prisoners,  to  keep 
at  his  order;  they  held  a  council  among  the  neighboring  chiefs,  and 
on  the  fifth  day,  he  returned  and  orciered  us  to  be  conducted,  down 
next  morning.     We  arrived  at  St  Marks,  on  the  12th  of  February,  at 
night;  the  Spanish  officers  received  us  kindly,  but  the  commandant 
did  not  forget  to  remind  us,  that  we  were  still  prisoners,  and  marked 
out  that  night  the  limits  of  our  prison,  they  rigidly  kept  during  the 
time  of  our  stayc     Aiext  morning,  the  first  thing  that  presented  itaelf 
to  my  view,  was  my  saddle  horse,  which  had  been  tsiken  from  me  by 
the  Indians;  he  Was  in  possession  of  the  commissary.     ]  mentioned 
it  to  the  commandant,  but  he  said  that  he  bought  him  of  an  Indian, 
and  he  could  do  nothing  in  it.     A  few  days  after,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Spanish  doctor,  he  aasured  me 
that  two*diirds  of  the  property  taken  from  us  by  the  Indians^  had 
been  bought  by  the  commissary  and  others  in  the  fort;  the  plundered 
property  taken  from  Greorgia,  was  every  di^  Itickily  bought  by  the 
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commandaQt  and  others*  I  knew  one  instance  of  an3j»£'aB  making 
an  engagement  with  the  commandant  for  cattle,  that  he  was  a  gntof 
then  to  phinder,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  days,  brought  them  in  airil 
sold  them.  On  our  first  arrival  at  St.  Marks,  we  had  by  help  of  a 
friendly  Indian,  conveyed  intelligence  to  our  friends  inPensacola,  of 
our  situation,  and  they  sent  us  on  a  small  vessel,  to  effect  our  escape; 
at  her  arrival,  the  commandant  said  to  us,  that  he  had  no  objections . 
to  our  getting  out  of  the  power  of  the  Indians,  but  that  he  shook!  first 
demand  a  written  obligation  that  we  should  never  return  to  that  coun- 
try, nor  hold  communication,  direcdy  or  indirectly,  with  the  Untud 
States'  government,  or  any  of  her  officers;  this  being  settled,  we  left 
St.  Marks  in  the  night  of  the  28th  March,  and  joined  captain  M*Ke- 
ver  in  his  gun  boats,  in  the  bay  of  Apalachicola;  on  the  30th  retuni- 
ed  with  him  to  St.  Marks,  where  we  joined  general  Jackson  on  the 
6th  of  ApriL     Given  under  my  hand,  this  24th  July. 

[Signed]  WM,  HAMBLY. 


William  Hambly^s  certificate. 

Fort  Montgomery^  June  %d^  1818. 

t  certify,  that  between  the  5th  and  17th  o(  May,  1818,  whilst  at 
fort  Gadsden,  on  the  Appalaohicola  river,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr. 
Larua,  and  Benetto  Gkissea,  both  citizens  of,  and  at  tha(t  time,  direct 
from  Pensacola;  that  at  the  time  of  their  departure  thence,  there 
Hrere  500  Indians  in  and  about  Pensacola;  and  I  further  certiify,  that 
on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola,  on  the  2Sd  of  May,  I  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Skeets,  and  other  citiaens  of  that,  place,  that  on  the  22d,  whick 
waa  the  day  before  my  arrival*  Holmes,  (a  noted  Red  Stick)  with 
his  party,  had  left  Pensacola  to  proceed  to  the  Choctawhatchy  for 
safety,  having  been  for  several  days  previous  in  town. 
All  which  I  certify  on  honor. 

[Signed]  WM*  HAMBLT. 

tfitness. 
JtSUfiom  S,  tvJMXKs  Prioaie  Seciretary^ 
GonOg  QtnetoA* 
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i*«tii^,4tatM  *e  SSd  of  ttty,  ±Sta,  fe^ins  to  tlie  Stydii, 
yfhidi  enters  jPcdiicolt  Hay,  one  wd  an  half  ioAHos  from  theto^n,  I 
•aw,  ai  the  ferr}Son  the  road  to  Barancas,  a  nadiber  of  Indtana,  I  thhft 
about  ^7t  ID  companjr  frith  fpur  ^pat^ah  officers.  The  officers  were 
carried  over,  and  t^e  l^at  retimed  t^  ferry  over  the  Indians.  I  ^w 
one  boat  load  landed  on  the  side  neat  the  Barancas.  The  Indians 
ebnceakd  thcVnsc^lves  hi  the  buihes  on  discovering  us. 

[Signed]  RICHARD  BRICftHAM. 

VTitness, 
T.CroBf^Uiut.Jnfantrif. 


\  certify,  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Brickham,  ac  the  place  and 
time  mentioned  in  the  above  certificate;  that  I  saw  several  Indians  in 
company  with  fouf  Spanish  oflBcers;  the  officers  were  ferried  over  with 
one  Indian;  1  did  not  see  the  Indians  ferried  over;  they  concealed 
themselves  on  discovering  us. 

his 
[Signed]  JOHN  m  BOKN^l. 

mark 
Witness. 

Z.  Crosty  Ideut,  Infantrjf. 

Witness  to  both  certificates, 

WilHam  8.  Pulton^  Private  Setrrutry^  ComMm^img 'General 


y(t  certifyt  that  tieing4H>rt  Si.  Charles  Baraocas,  0Sk  the  S|Mb 
jDfBIay,  1818.  in  the  af^rnoon,  soon  after  the  Americ^  juxk>i»  to^ 
|iossessioo  of  the  work,  and  as  the  Spanish  troops  were  inai^iM 
out,  we  saw  an*Indian  !car?ifd  out  l^y  some  6f  the  8)rttel!^^|f|iiifp 

If 


he  was  lud  on  theback,  to  be  put  on  boat^j^bMO^iiB  i|<^y.n.i|iilj 
in  the  leg  or  thigh,  and  had  every.appearan^  Q* 'flff^ajg  Jllil^apf 
ed  in  the  defence  of  the  fort.  .  .  -"", 

[Signed]  WM.  BU88EU<,  fl0pim}tfmi  '   ' 

JAMES  L.  BEIX,  " 

Capt.UtBeg.T.  V.  JK^  B.  M 

WitncsSf 
Wm.  8»  FitUorif  Private  Secretary^  Commanding  OeneraL 


(Translatidn.) 

Copy  of  a  note  of  the  commandant  ^f  Went  Piorida^  to  majorTmig^ 
at  the  encampment^  hanks  of  Escambia, 

PensacolOf  Jpril  27^iBiB. 
SIB, 

..  Your  QOtes  of  the  27th,  dated  encaropmedt,  on  the  Escambia, 
aod  fort  Crawford,  accompanying  the  proclamation  which  you  were 
pleiised  to  enclose,  were  delivered  to  me^  at  three  oMock  this  after* 
noon,  by  an  artificer^  a  man  of  color,  whose  speedy  returoy  not  aljfov- 
ing  me  at  present  to  answer  them  in  detail,  I  shntl  icnerefy  stale,  ihat 
the  small  nunftber  of  peaceful  Indians,  who  were  in  this  place  md  its 
vicinity,  retired  on  the  26th;  at  the  dawn  of  which  day,  sevend  of 
them,  both  women  and  children,  were  lulled  by  troops  of  the  United 
States.  As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  investigate  the  motives  of  ijiis 
act)  or  of  the  violation  resulting  from  it,  I  shall  only  say,  tbie^ipi 
compliance  with  my  duty,  I  shall  give  an  account  of  the  whole  pfH* 
ceeding  to  my  superior,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  will  atbv 
no  further  hostilities  to  be  committed  on  this  territory,  on  any  preteoee 
whatever.  If  the  Indians  should  giv^any  further  cause  of  complaint, 
I  trust  you  will  inform  me  of  ity  tnat  they  may  receive  due  punish* 
meoti  should  that  depend  on  my  authority*  If  there  are  any  Indians 
atill  remaining  within  this  territory,  IJW  have  them  sought  fpr*  and 
iniformed^your  letter,  and  advise  yoiMTthe  result.  I  can  assure  voii, 
both  under  my  hand,  and  on  my  word,  that  the  information,  as  slit^ 
Nin  yqur  leaver,  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the  Indiaas,  is  the 
^8t  iltavt'had  o{x!liem\  iot  sx^^u\afc\^^st'e:^'4.v^^Ssft  tetuHiWdie 
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eicort  referred  tO|  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  others,  [than  those  whph 
tirere  aoocemed  in  the  attack  on  It^ut.  Eddy. 

I, repeat  to  yon  the  assurance,  that  my  wishes  and  efforts  are 
wboBy  directed  to  preserve  the  peace,  happily  subsisting  between 
our  gpvernments. 

In  a  full  confidence  in  your  favorable  sentiments,  I  beg  leave  to 
Hffer  you  my  respectful  salutations. 

6od  preserve  you  many  years, 

(Signed)        J08EMAS0T. 

lb  maj.  White Tntng^cbmnumckng  the  Jhnerkan 
troop9  on  the  Escambia, 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Jose  Masot  to  major  Wi  Young. 

Fensacola^  May  3,  iai8. 

SIB» 

In  consequence  of  the  request  expressed  in  your  letter,  of  the 
27th  inst.  I  assembled  the  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creeks,  at  the  villages 
of  Colome,  Cai|||an,  Co  wale,  and  Forsatche,  and  communicated  to 
them  the  contents  of  your  letter.  nPheyr  all  replied,  that  they  had  for 
a  long  time  been  very  miserable  and  wretched,  without  shelter  or 
bome^j^atby  the  counsel  of  a  good  friend,  they  had  at  length  found 
one;  tffl&  they  had  listened  attentively  to  it,  and  accepted  with  grati- 
tude, the  offers  you  had  made  them.  These  Indians  are  about  87  in 
number,  including  women  and  children.  They  agreed  to  divide 
themselvss  into  three  parties,  and  set  out  on  their  march,  as  soon  as 
I  received  your  answer,  which  they  thought  it  would  be  prudent  for 
them  to  keep:  and  that  when  you  were  informed  of  their  resolution* 
you  would  give  the  necessary  orders  for  their  safe  progress,  and 
avoiding  any  rencountre  with  the  Choctaws,  who*  if  not  seasonaUy 
apprised  of  the  circumstances,  might  attack  them,  in  which  case,  the 
IMcific  arrangements,  in  which  we  both  take  so  strong  an  interest, 
wotdd  be  entirely  defeated.  Opahi*hola,an  Alibaman  chieff  on  account 
of  his  advanced  age  and  iafirmatics,  will,  for  the  present,  remain 
here  with  his  fiusuly.    I  have  given  orders  for  his  relief,  and  pledge 
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sir,  to  promote  any  measi^re,  eoadiicivt  tiii^  ipfumlli 
two  90ui3tri^  wMclnnflir,  at  the  siup»  tisift  bf^li^ 

I  offer  you  the  renewed^  esturaoees  of  ny  respect, 
Andi  pray  God  to  prestrye  yop. 

(Signed)       JK>SE  MASOT. 

IVue  copies  of  t^e  le^tcf  epd  docuipeAtf  4n||oi^^4  to  thr^ 
chives  of  this  command.    reusacoUt  8d  M^Ff  181^« 

(In  the  absence  of  the  secfetafy,  by  indisposltioB,) 
A  true  copy.  (Signed)    BUENAYfiNTURA  D17B|K8Cat 


(Translated  copy,) 

It  having  come  to  my  knowledge^ that  you  have  |N|Ned  I)mi$«* 
^era,  wiih  tfie  trpops  under  your  comma/ndi  and  that  ytujt  ijyre  nspan 
thp  province  of  West  ]^orida>  which  is  subject  to  my^  j^trnijiiiqiii,  t 
solemnly  protest  against  this  procedure,  as  an  office  t^i^il^Vf 
^ereiga,  exhorting  you,  and  requiring  of  you  in  his  wnahe,  M  ft- 
^e  fromrity  as,  if  you  do  not,. and  continue  your aggregfh>»tkl«W 
re piel  force  by  force.  '***"^JB' 

The  consequence  in  thi^  case,  will,  doubdcss,  be  thec^jmoaof 
biood|  and  also  an  interruptjon  of  the  harmooyi  which  hM  ti|i|tof|i^ 
r^igped  E>etween  our  respective  nations;  but,  as  the  repetter  (d^  la  i^^ 
suit*  has  never  been  deemed  the  aggressor,  you  will  be  reqpoil^ikt 
both  to  God  and  map,  for  all  th/e  fatal  consequences  wkicll  twt  ic* 
sUlt 

'  (Jod  preserve  you  many  years. 

[S^ed]  JOSBBiASOA 

TAe  Commantter  qfihe  American  troops.  5*  x 


DO 


Wf 


Jktdiff  ffdUtf pMA^  wMadilresMdreDrfnient  kaimm  Jarictony 
and  sent  by  a  apanish  officer,  ncedng  Ak  Aaanriamanaf,  AaiAfwt* 
t^r  it  had  passed  the  Eseavbii  m«r. 

[Siynedj  3.  GADSptiS, 

Aid  di  Ctnnp* 


(TrMffaiud  copf •> 

Mosi JfprcelUnt  Sir, 

I  received,  at  ten  ^dock  this  noraing,  tht  lw#  cbmmuaica* 
tibilt  of  youi^  eseeflency  of  the  2dd  and  of  this  day. 

As  I  have,  in  mine  of  the  iSth  instant,  sati&ftctorily  Answered 
aB  the  charges  your  exctUency  alleges  ia  the  former,  I  shall  onlir 
add,  iv'ith  respect  to  the  Indians,  that  I  ndtice  prour  excellency  i| 

Eeatly  misinformed,  as  the  circumstaaces  to  which  vou  ref<r,  are, 
r  the  most  part,  unfounded;  in  proof  of  whieh,  I  will  state,  that  die 
only  two  Indians  I  have  found,  since  the  peace  negotiated  bv  me,  and 
the  delivery  of  the  eighty- seven  to  major  Toung/ai^  two  who  are  in 
the  prison,  with  three  wbnfieii  aikd  chiuiren.  I  biight  to  inform  you, 
that,  loiig  l>ffore  the  movements  of  your  excellency,  I  had  given  or- 
ders  at  Apatache,  that  the  Seminole  Indians  should  not  be  succour- 
ed; and  evdti  had  placards  ]()osted  up  in  Fensacbia,  fbr  the  same  pur- 
pose; passitag  6ver»  without  notice,  only  some  unfortunate  beings, 
whd,  trom  titne  imniemorial,  had  furnished  the  people  with  wood^  as 
I  have  KUted. 

TbuT  ^tcelleacy  Uys  to  my  charge  the  blood  which  mav  he  shed 
bv  my  reftual  to  deliver  up  the  province,  as  your  excellency  re- 
quests, which  I  shall  never  do,  nor  can  I,  without  covering  myself 
with  dishotior,  at  the  clcse  of  my  life,  and  of  my  long  military  ciireer. 
1  am  firmly  persuaded  your  excellency  would,  in  my  case,  do  the 
same,  as  you  would  not  venMreto  stain  the  honorable  laurels  with 
which  you  are  adorned* 

No  nation,  whatever  may  be  its  motives,  can  violate  the  territory 
af  miMStr^  ^pc^dly,  i^hen  no  demands  have  previously  been  made 
af  its  governmci^- 

Tour  eke^ency  has  violated  the  Spanish  territory  in  Apahj^^ 
Igr  taking  possession  of  that  fort,  and  pulling  down  its  flag«  Vhen 
foia  could  have  adopted  more  condliatoiy  measures,  whith  woHld, 
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more  and  iiiore»  hx^t  cemented  and  strengdieBed  the  W^o^  iphr* 
standing  subsiating  between  our  respective  govemmentB« 

On  the  21st  of  the  present  monthy  by  yonr  txt^n^^iiii^lfkrs^^ 
Don  Pedro  Philiberti  and  other  inhabitants,  remaiocd  pniOMyai^ 
their  houses,  on  their  parole  of  honor.  To-day,  at  11  o'docktllpdfillf 
captain  Oadsden  arrived  at  Pensacola,  your  exceileocy's  anpqr  e^|fpp> 
ed,  and  made  prisoners  on  par«le,  Doa  Pedro  de  Alba»  the  inteipnN 
tcr,  who  translated  your  before  named  communications^  and  vkf  fa 
the  bearer  of  these,  and  I  believe,  all  the  military;  and,  of  coiirif 
break  up  the  seven  posts  (puntos,)  stationed  with  the  same  nuaribct 
of  officers  and  two  chiefs,  for  the  ittaintenance  of  the  tranquillity  of 
the  place. 

These  facts  being  incontrovertible,  I  ask,  who  but  your  eae^ 
lency  will  be  responsible  for  the  blood  that  may  be  shed^  as  yoa  de* 
clare  in  your  letter,  that  you  are  about  to  take  possession  of  Peosip 
calo  and  Barancas.     I  protest,  before  Odd  and  man,  that  n^  Q|pa»  ^ 
duct  is  blamelessf  and  that  my  ardent  desires  are,  as  they  ^^^1^9^ 
been,  to  contribute  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  our  respeetWe'lHP 
tions;  for,  besides  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  I  have  in  view  At 
message  of  the  President  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  8tatef^j§ 
the  25.th  of  jMarch  last;  and  its  tenor  assures  nie  that  no  agres* 
sioos  were  to  be  expected  from  tlie  troops  of  the  said  Stages:  8^^:. 
however,  this  province  has  unfortunately  suffered^  from  ^e  Qppei|^ 
tions  of  your  excellency,  in  Apalache  and  Fensacola. 

I  expect  from  the  generosity  of  your  excellency,  first,  that  yon 
will  set  the  officers  and  troops  that  garrisoned  Pensacola,  at  liber9$ 
and  tbaty  after  suppjl^'ing  your  army  with  provisions,  you  will  ahqrt^ 
evacuate  the  territoiy  of  this  province, and  not  carry  on  a  parM}  war , 
against  West  Florida,  at  a  time  when  our  nations  are  io  prgJcmiMl 
peace. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Don  Lui  Pie  mas,  temporary  comi|iaiidypi}|^., 
Pensacola,  is  duly  authorized  to  exercise  my  functions,  and  to  rfpcln^ 
the  communications  of  your  excellency  which  he  will  faithfully  f^i^> 
to  itte,  and  to  which  I  will  give  the  promptest  answers,  to.be  traMlilf>i 
ted  to  you  through  the  bearer  of  this,  the  interpreter,  Don  IPJfdro 
deAlba.     Finally,  if  contrary  to    my  hopes  your  excellency  thQuld 
persist  in  your  intention  to  occupy  this  fortress,  which  I  am  reao|f«|q( 
to  defend  to  the  last  extremity,  I  shall  repel    force  by  forcci  aid  w 
who  resists  aggressions,  can  never  be  considered  an  aggres^r,  i 

Gtod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years,  ^  5 

jgSEMASDT- 

Fortress  of8t.  Charles  of  Bara9icm9^    , 

His  excellency  j9.  Jackson^  .      ^ 

JH(^.  Gen,  Comdg.  jSirmytU' S, 


[14] 

(Copy  and  translated  copy.) 
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Proposals  which  the  civil  and  miliury  commandant  of  the  province 
«f  West  Florida^  makes  to  his  excellency  Andrew  Jackson,  general 
^chiefof  the  American  army*  before  the  fort  San  Carlos  de  Ba- 
wtttas. 


•  .  Approved,  with  the  exceptions 
<|aade  opposite  to  each  article,  and 
jlossession  given  at  one  o'clock, 
jast  morning,  this  day. 

A  roster  to  be  furnished  of  all 
'01^  military  and  civil  officers  of  the 
|M^on  of  Fort  Barancas.  The 
i|:QCm  to  n^arch  out  as  expressed 
klilpili  article:  their  arms  to  be 

flliMCliedat  the  fortof  the  Glacis  tad 
.  ftft  io  possea&ion  of  the  American 
army'i^until  the  day  of  embarka- 
tion! wheii  they  will  be  restored. 


All  titles  for  propertr  legally  de* 
rived  from  the  crown  of  Spain, 
will  be  respected. 


■  Approved*  so  far  as  relates  to  the 

i  transportation  of  the  garrison,  and 

I  j^e  Spanish  rations  sdlowedy  pro- 

■ .  vided  they  do.not  exceed  the  Ame- 

I  fican   ration,  in    which  case  the 

if  American  ration  only  will  be  aU 

h  tpwed. 

Approved.     An  estimate  of  the 


1*  The  fort  of  Baran^s  wilt  be 
delivered  to  the  troops  of  the  Unit* 
ed  Sutea  under  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

2«  The  garrison  of  -the  fort  of 
Barapcas  will  march  out  to  be 
transported  to  the  Havannaon  the 
day  and  hour  which  shall  be  agreed 
upon  with  all  the  honors  of  war; 
drums  beating;  with  arms  and 
baggage.  'Iliose  employed  in  the 
royal  finance,  and  others  attached 
to  this  department,  shall  also  be 
transported  to  the  same  port. 

3.  The  commandant  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  officers  of  bis  staff,  of 
the  artillery  and  engineers;  the 
officers  and  troops  shaU  carry  with 
them,  their  arms  and  personal  ef- 
fects, and  ahall  also  have  the  liber- 
ty of  disposing  of  their  property 
of  every  kind,  with  perfect  securi- 
ty to  the  purchasers. 

>4.  The  garrison  shall  be  em- 
barked on  account  of  the  United 
States.  Every  person  of  the  mi- 
litary clikss,  or  of  the  rojral  finance, 
shall  receive,  during  the  passage, 
such  rations,  as  are  allowed  to  eve- 
ry grade,  by  the  regulatims  oi 
Spain. 

5.  A  competent  number  of  ves- 


iaecessary  transportation  to  be  fur-  sela  shall  be  iumished,  for  embark 


niahed    agreea  bly   to   establish- 
fd  usage. 


ing  the  personal  effects,  papers, 
and  other  property,  belonging  to 
the  commandant,  officers,  and 
others  in  the  royal  employ,  and 
partieoklrly,  the  papers  of  the  Se« 
cretary's  ofice,of  the  government, 
which  are  in  Pensacola,  those  of 


IfiD 


£14] 


and  of  the  civil  and  nulitary 


Approved. 


^proved.  An  estimate  of  the 
necessary  transportation  to  be  fur-^ 
nishedt  and  included  in  the  esti' 
matey  for  the  garrison  of  fort  Ba< 
rancas. 


An  inventory  of  the  provisions 
in  possession  of  the  Spanish  com4 
missary*  to  be  forthwith  furnished 
The  rations  allowed,  subject  to  the 
limitation  in  the 4th  article.  ' 


ploys.  Tbe9epai|ictv  Aritaotbr 
subjbct^  td  any  imtpecciM,  tir  » 
cogrniaande^  under  tht  fMi*  ^ 
their  containing  nothing  feiiigii  ti 
the  functions  of  die  am  mvmm. 

6*  The  sick,  womdeo;  ttlfrd 
those  who  are  now,  or  Inay^tt 
sick,  previous  to  the  enobill^alki 
of  the  troQ|>9  for  Hie  ^^a^M 
shall  be  maintatned  by  tb^  i 
meot  of  the  tTnited  ,SiateS| 
cured,  and  shall  have  the 
privileges  as  the  rest  qt  the  j 
son:  those  who^ are  i&'asii 
shall  be  embarked  attfie  aaM'^ 
with  it,  and  air  iftall  lie  itediS^  ^ 
care  of,  and  attended  bjr  dbf  M^ 
geon,  and  other  indivtduak  dfiht 
Spanish  military  hospitsL 

7.  itie  garrison  of  ]lNnsacoli^ 
and  the  prisoners,  as  also  dipae  ii 
the  employ  of  ihe  ro3ral  finaocc, 
shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  ai 
the  garrison  of  Bftrancns^and  AA 
likewise  be  transported  to  the  Sa- 
vanna, uniting  the  fonner  to  the 
latter,  and  all  shall  remun^ia  ik 
quarters  diey  occupied  in  Pepsa* 
cola,  until  the  thoment  of  enfar- 
kation  for  the  port  of  Bknuut, 

B.  BurmWtheirsti^ydicGaiiei 
States  win  nimish  to  die  ii^ 
storekeepers  under  dttrniff!' 
from  the  royal  oScera,  sttdi  tf^ 
cles  of  provisiooa  as  tamy  bt  dtf- 
cient  or  not  in  the  kins\i  attveSi  • 


complete  the  radons  en  dte  itfygfe 
dependants,  th^ae  111  i^  |wl 
empl6y,  iUid  thdlrreipeai«elp» 
lies,  accDfdiag  to  t&e  i(M»inat 
made  by  the  »ftguladoQaof  Sjpriii 
the  reimbursement  dwpMC  ^ 
maining  subject  to  die  decbioe  of 
^^  ^^emmeats  of  Bftim  and  dit 


ua 
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Approved* 


the  American  ^gDvcramenu 


9.  The  provisions  acCoalljr  ex- 
isting in  the  king's  stores  of  Pen* 
sacola  an.d  Barancas,  shall  be  trans* 
ported  to  the  former,  in  order  that 
they  may  serve  for  the  sud  supply 
of  rations. 

Approved.    Major  Peters  of  the     10.  An  inventory  and  a  dupli* 
artillery,  appointed  on  the  part  of  cate  thereof,  shall  be  made  by  the 

military  store  keeper,  and  such  of* 
Acer  of  artillery,  as  the  comman« 
dant  of  this  corps  may  name,  and 
such  other  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  general  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  artillery,  pow 
der,  military  stores,  and  other  ef- 
fects belonging  to  this  department, 
in  Pensacola  and  Barancas. 

11.  Persons  and  property  shaft 
be  respected:  concessions  and  sales 
of  land  made  by  the  competent  au« 
thof'itiesy  shall  be  valid  and  guaK 
anteed  by  the  American  gpvem- 
ment,  at  whatever  time  they  may 
have  been  made^and  until  the  date 
hereof. 

12.  The  commandant  of  en- 
gineers shall  name  an  officer,  who, 
with  another,  whom  the  general  of 
the  American  army  may  appoint, 
shall  make  an  inventory  and  a  du- 
plicate thereof,  of  the  number  and 
state  of  the  royal  edifices  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  stated,  for  the 
department  of  artillery. 

13.  ^rhe  military  officers,  and 
those  in  the  service  of  all,  and  the 
several  departments,  may  emhark 
with  them,  their  wives,  children, 
and  servants,  in  which  number  are 
to  be  included  the  families  of  those 
of  the  said  classes  who  nUy  be  ab- 
sent. Those  who  have  property 
CO  dispose  of,  or  affairs  to  settle, 
may  remain  the  time  necessary  for 


All  titles  legally  derived  from 
the*  crown  of  Spain,  prior  to  this 
date,  guaranteed  and  respected. 


'  Approved, and  lieutenant  Sands, 
of  the  artillery,  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  American  government 


Inadmissible,  so  far  as  it  regards 
transportation  being  allowed  to 
the  families  of  those  officers  not 
present,  and  servants  not  attending 
upon  the  persons  of  the  officers 
3nd  their  families.  Those  in 
dividuals  disposed  to  remain  in 
Florida^  will  be  respected,  and  pro< 
cected  in  all  civil  and  peraonal 
rights;  and  if  not  embraoing  the 

transportation,  aUowtd  at  the  pt^  these  purposes.  The  American 
tent  period,  they  must  Jurarish  authority  shall  afford  them  every 
their  own  at  a  future  period.  jpi'otection  during  their  stay,  and 

16 


ISS 


C»*3 


jthef  shall  enjoy  die  saniis  pririk^ 

as  the  rest  of  the  g^armon,  and  be 

transported  to  the  HavannayOD  w> 

coont  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  and  lieutenant  I'ark-     14.  The  storekeeper,  shall  foro 

burst,  quartermaster  of  artillery,  an  inventory  of  the  small  vessek 

appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Amer-and  craft,  and  of  the  other  eftcts 

kan  government* 


Approved. 


Approved:  his  name  to  be  enter- 
ed in  an  article,  and  the  Spanish 
government  guaranteeing,  that  he 
never  returns  to  the  Floiidas. 


A  free  toleration  to  all  religions 
guraoteed. 

Approved:  And  the  restoration 
made  under  the  conditions  expres 
sed  in  general  Jackson's  commu 
nication  to  the  governor  of  Pensa 
cola,  the  23d  of  May* 


The  above  articles  interpreted 
agreeably  to  their  literal  and  ex- 
pressed  meaning. 

Approved. 


nnder  his  charge^  in  the 

as  stated  for  the  department  ofar- 

tillery. 

15.  llie  officers  and  troops  of 
this  garrison,  with  their  equipa^ 
shall  be  transported  to  Pensacola, 
where  they  shall  remaiD,  as  alrca- 
*'  dy  stated,  until  embarked  for  die 
Uavanna. 

±7.  The  Alabama  chief,  with 
his  family*  now  in  this  fort,  sod 
ho  has  been  reported  to  major 
Young,  shall  be  included  in  thii 
capi|ulation,  and  transported  to  tfoe 
Uavanna.  . 

18.  The  catholic  religion  siaB 
be  maintained,  with  its  mioisteis, 
and  free  exercise. 

19.  This  capitulation  is  aiade 
under  the  confidence,  that  the  ges- 
eral  of  the  American  troops,  wil 
comply  with  his  oSer  of  retunung 
integral  this  province,  in  the  state 
in  which  he  receives,  it,  Mexptaia* 
ed  in  his  official  letters. 

20.  If  any  doubt  should  arise  ts 
to  the  meaning  of  the  articles  d 
this  capitulation,  they  shall  be  coe- 
strued  in  the  manner  most  favor* 
able  to  the  Spanish  garrison. 

21.  The  present  crapitnbtiea 
shall  be  signed,  and  exchanged  hf 
the  general  of  the  American  armji 
and  the  commandant  of  this  pro* 
vince,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  st 
latest  by  five  o^dock  in  the  after* 
nooni  each  party  respectively  be- 
ing in  the  possession  of  an  origi* 

aU 


ini 
>na 
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Camp,  tewt  fort  Barancasi  May 

28, 1816. 
[Signed] 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Mcf/*  gen,  commanding, 


Fort  of  San  Carlos  de  Barancas^ 
28lh  May,  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

[Signed]        JOSE  MASOT. 


Additional  articles,  which  ^e  to  h^ve  the  same  force  as  the  pri- 
aiary,  and  which  extend  to  the  fulfilment  of  what  has  been  agreed 
Upon. 


Approved. 


Approvecl* 


Camp  near  fort  Ihiraocas^  May 

28,  1818, 
[Signed] 

ANHREW  JACKSON, 

My,gcn»  commanding. 


1.  The  name  required  of  the 
Alabama  chief  is  Opay hoia.  The 
commandant  of  this  province  en* 
gages  in  the  name  of  his  govern* 
m^ct,  that  the  said  chief  shall  ne* 
ver  return  to  the  Florida's. 

2.  If  any  vessels  of  war  of  his 
catholic  majesty*  destined  for  this 
port,  should  arrive  with  a  supply 
of  provisions  or  money,  they  shall 
be  freely  admitted,  as  well  as  Span- 
ish merchant  vessels* 

San   Carlos  de  Barancaa,  28th 
May,  1818,  5  oVlock,  in   the 
afternoon. 
[Signed]         JOSi;  &IA80T. 


^inutfi  if  the  proceedings  of  a  special  courts  organized  agreeably  $0 
thefoUowbig  order ^  vi%: 

Btad  (fuarters^  dmsion  of  the  Souths 
ddji.  gen^s.  ofice^fort  St.  Maris^ 

Jprilne^  1818. 
GENERAL  ORDER 

The  following  detail  will  compose  a  special  courts  to  convene 
al  this  post,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock^  A*  M.  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
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vestigatiDg  the  charges  exhibited  against  A*  Arbuihiibt, 
Christy  Ambrister.  and  such  others^  who  are  similarly  situated,  is 
may  be  brought  before  it. 

The  court  will  record  all  the  docurnents^  and  teatiinoay  lo  tbt 
several  cases,  and  their  opinion  as  to  the  guili  or  inooiienceof  the 
prisoners,  and  what  punishment  (if  any)  should  be  inBidcd. 

DETAIL, 

Major  general  £.  P.  GAINES,  President^ 

MtmberSf 

Colonel  Kng,  4th  infantry, 
f3oloQel  Williams,  Ten.  vol, 
Lieut«  col.  Gibson,  Ten.  vol. 
Major  Muhlenberg,  4th  infantry, 
Major  Montgomery,  7th  infantry, 
Capt.  Yashan  7th  infantry. 
Col.  Dyer,  Ten.  vol. 
Lieut,  col.  Lindsay.  Corps  Art'/. 
Lieut,  col.  Elliott,  Ten.  voL 
Ms^or  Fanning,  Corps  Art'y. 
Major  Minton,  Geo.  militia, 
Capt.  Crittenden,  Ky.  vol. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Glassel,  7th  infantry,  Recorderm 

An  orderly  will  be  detailed  from  gen«  Oaines'  bHgaife,  and  the 
court  will  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 

Py  order  of  maj.  gen.  Jackson, 

(Signed)        ROBERT  BUTLEB, 

Adjui€nU  OtnmL 


Fott  Si.  JOaris^  April  26,  181^ 

The  court  convened,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order,  when  be- 
ing duly  bwom  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  and  he  being  asked  if 
l^e  had  any  objections  to  any  menvb^  thereof,  and  replying  in  file  ne- 
gative, the  foUo^iUM^  ^har^es  and  specificatiops  were  read^  vis: 

Charges  x>s.  tL%  NaA^^^xitiX^^^Nimcci^'i^  ^^vs  hd  is  a 
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Charge  1*  Exciting  and  stirring  qp  tlK  Qmk  Itdi^s  to  war 
against  the  United  States  and  her  citizens,  he,  A.  Arbuthnot/  being  si 
subject  of  Great  Britaio,  vrith  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Specification.  That  the  said  A.  Arbuthnot,  betveen  the  months 
pf  April  and  July,  or  some  time  in  June,  1817,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Little  Prince,  exhorting  and  advising  him  not  to  comply  with  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  stating,  that  the  citilens  of  the  United  States 
were  infringing  on  the  treaty  of  G^ent,  and  as  he  believed,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  ad« 
vising  the  Upper  and  Lower  Creeks  to  unite  and  be  friendly,  stating, 
that  William  Uambly  was  the  cause  of  their  disputes;  also,  advising 
the  Little  Prince,  to  write  to  the  governor  of  New  Providence,  who 
would  write  to  his  royal  highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  through  whom 
the  United  States  would  be  called  to  a  compliance  with  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  advising  them  not  to  give  up  their  lands,  under  the  trea- 
ty of  Fort  Jackson,  for  that  the  American  citizens  would  be  compel- 
led to  give  up  to  them,  all  their  lands,  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Charge  2.  Acting  as  a  spy,  and  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting 
the  enemy,  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  war.  ^ 

Specification  l.^n^^^riting  a  letter  from  St.  Marks  fort,  dated 
April  2, 1818,  to  his  son,  John,  at  Suwany,  (marked  A)  detailing  the 
advance  of  the'armv,  under  gen.  Jackson,  stating  their  force,  proba- 
ble movements  and  intentions,  to  be  communicated  to  Bowlegs, 
the  chief  of  the  Suwany  towns,  for  his  government. 

Specification  2.  In  writing  the  letters  (marked  B)  without  date; 
and  (C)  with  enclosures,  January  27, 1818;  and  (D)  called  '^  a  note  of 
Indian  talks;"  and  (E)  without  date,  applying  to  the  Britith  govern- 
ment, through  governor  Camefon,  for  munitions  of  war.  and  assist-  ' 
ance  for  our  enemies;  making  false  representations,  and  also,  apply 
ing  to  Mr.  Bagott,  British  ambassador,  for  his  interference,  with  a 
statement  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  letters,  of  munitions  of  war,  for 
the  enemy. 

Charge  3.  Exciting  the  Indians  to  murder  and  destroy  AYilliam 
Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  and  causing  their  arrest,  with  a  view  to 
their  condemnation  to  death,  and  the  seizure  of  their  property,  on  ac« 
count  of  their  active  and  zealous  exertions  to  maintain  peace  between 
Spain,  the  United  States,  and  die  Indians,  they  being  citizens  of  the 
Spanish  government. 

Specification  1.  In  writing  the  letters  (marked  F)  dated  August 
26,  1817;  (G)  dated  May  13,  1817;  and  (U)  threatening  them  with 
death,  alledging  against  them,  false  and  infamous  charges,  and  using 
every  means  in  his  power  to  procure  their  arrest,  all  which  writings 
and  sayings,  excited,  and  had  a  tendency  to  excite,  the  neg^s  and 
Indians  to  acts  of  hostilities  with  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  court. 

(Signed)        J.  M.  GLASSELL, 

Ttecorder. 


W6  tWl 

To  whieh  chwges  and  spedficattonsy  the  prmKier  pfiiad^  mt 

guilty. 

The  prisoner  having  made  application  for  counsel,  it  was  g^ntc 
cd  bim,  when  the  court  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  evidence. 

John  Winslett)  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosetutioD,  hm% 
duly  sworn,  sUted,  that  some  time  before  last  July,  the  Utile  Prince 
received  a  letter,  signed  by  a  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  advising  the  upper  part 
of  the  nation  to  unite^ith  the  lower  chiefs  in  amity,  and  seating  the  best 
mode  for  them  to  reposHsess  themselves  of  their  lands,  would  be,  to 
write  to  him,  (^Arbuthnot)  and  he  would  send  on  their  coni|daiata  ts 
the  governor  of  Providence,  whence  it  would  be  forwarded  to  Ihs 
BHti^nnic  majesty,  and  he  would  have  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  attended  to;  he  moreover,  stated  his  belief  thnt  the  encrandb* 
ments  on  the  Indian  lands,  were  unknown  to  the  Presidentnf  dK 
United  States.  The  witness  also  identified  the  signature  of  the  teller 
€^  the  prisoner  to  his  son,  (marked  A)  and  referred  to  in  die  first  spe*. 
cification  to  the  second  charge,  and  heretofore  noted  aa  being  tht 
same  with  that  sent  to  the  Little  Prince. 

The  witness,  on  being  further  interrogated,  stated  the  laneuagsef 
the  letter  alluded  to,  to  be,  tliat  the  British  go^iument,  on  apfmcaCios, 
would  cause  to  be  restored  to  them  their  lands  they  held  in  1811,  agree* 
ably  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent 

'  Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Who  is  the  Little  Prince,  or  is  heknowa 
by  any  other  name? 

Answer.  He  is  known  by  ^e  name  ot  Tnstenukkee  Hopin,  and  is 
tiie  second  chief  of  the  nation. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Where  is  the  letter  you  allude  to,  or  in 
whose  possession? 

Answer.  It  was  left  in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince,  wfaea  I 
last  saw  it 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Has  this  Little  Prince  no  odier  nana 
than  what  you  stater 

Answer.    Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Do  you  swear  that  the  letter  allndod  ts 
was  addressed  to  the  Little  Prince? 

Answer.  I  do  not  It  was  presented  me  by  the  Little  Prince  1^ 
read  and  interpret  for  him,  which  I  did. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Are  you  certain  that  the  letter  ttated 
that  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States  could  have  had  no  kae^* 
ledge  of  settlements  made  on  Indian  lands,  or  injuries  committed? 

Answer.    The  letter  stated  that  to  be  the  belief  of  the  writer* 

John  Lewis  Phenix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  beu( 
duly  sworn,  stated,  with  regard  to  the  1st  specification  of  the  2d  cfampb 
that  beine  at  8uwanv,  in  the  town,  about  the  6th  or  7th  of  Aprils  hewaa 
awakened  early  in  tne  morning  by  Mr.  Armbrister*s  received,  \a  tiie 
hands  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  an  Indian,  a  let^r  from  Sit  ManU»at 
that  time  stated  by  Ambrister  to  be  from  the  prisoner. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.    Did  you  see  that  letter,  or  hear  it  tpfjSi 

Answer.  .  i  did  see  the  paper,  but  did  not  hear  it  read. 
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Qttetti^  by  the  PrboTier*  Did  you  state  fliat  the  letter  vna  received 
by  &u  Indian  express? 

Answen    oo  the  black  man  that  delivered  it  said. 

A  question  being  raised  by  a  member  of  the  court  as  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  Sd  charge  and  its  specification,  the  doors  were  closed,  and 
ttfter  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  that  this  court  are  incompetent 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  offences  alleged  in  that  charge  and  specifica- 
tion. 

Peter  B.  Cook,  a  former  clerk  to  the  prisoner,  and  a  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution,  beingr  duly  sworn,  stated,  that  abimt  December 
or  January  last,  the  prisoner  nad  a  large  quantity  of  powder  and  lead 
brought  to  Suwany  in  his  vessel,  which  he  sold  to  the  Indians  and  ne- 

froes;  that  subsequent  to  that  time,  which  he  cannot  recollect,  Ambrister 
rought  for  the  prisoner  in  his  (the  prisoner's)  vessel,  nine  kegs  of  pow- 
der, and  a  lai^  Quantity  of  leaa,  which  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
negroes.  The  witness  also  ij^entified  to  the  following  letters  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing  charges  and  specifications  marked  A.  fi.  C.  D.  £•  F.  G.  & 
H.  as  being  the  prisoner's  handwriting;  also  the  power  of  attorney.  No. 
1,  granted  oy  the  Indians  to  A.  Arbutnnot. 


A. 

J^rom  Ji.  Arhuthnot  to  his  soUs  John  Arhuthnpf. 

FaH  8t.  Marks,  2rf  Jipril,  1818. 

9  o'clock  in  the  Morning. 

DEAR  JOHN. 

As  I  am  ill  able  to  write  a  lon^  letter,  it  is  necessary  to  be  brief:  be- 
fore my  arrival  here,  the  commandant  had  received  an  express  from  the 
rovemor  of  Pensacola,  informing  him  of  a  large  embarkation  of  troops, 
&c.  under  the  immediate  command  of  general  Jackson,  and  the  boat  that 
brouriit  the  despatch,  reckoned  eighteen  sail  of  vessels  off  Appalachaco- 
la.  By  a  deserter  that  was  brousht  here  by  the  Indians,  the  commandant 
was  informed  that  3000  men,  under  the  onlers  of  general  Jackson;  1000 
foot  and  1600  horse,  under  general  Gaines;  500  under  another  general, 
were  at  Pi^spect  Bluff,  where  they  are  rebuildine  the  burnt  furt;  that 
1000  Indians  of  different  nations,  were  at  Spanish  Bluff*,  building  another 
fort,  under  the  directions  of  American  ifiicers;  that  so  soon  as  these  forts 
were  built,  they  intended  to  march.    They  have  commenced.    Yesterday 

morning  advice  was  received  that  they  had  appeared  near and  taken 

two  of  the  sons  of  M*Queen,  and  an  Indian;  late  m  the  afternoon,  three 
•cliooners  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  this  morning  the 
American  flag  is  seen  flying  on  the  lar^st 

I  am  blocked  here,  no  Indians  will  come  with  me;  and  I  am  nbw 
Stt&ring  trom  the  fatigue  of  coming  here  alone. 
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The  mim  Sn(i  of  tiie  Americans  is  to  destrojr  the  black  papiation 
at  Suwany.  Tell  my  friend  Boleck,  that  it  is  throwing  away  his  p  ia|li  Ho 
attempt  to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as  wMi  be  clown  on  SakwOHMe, 
and  as  the  tix)ops  advance  by  land,  so  will  the  vessels  bj  sea.  Entfeavw 
to  get  all  the  ^ods  over  the  river  in  a  place  of  security,  as  alto  the  akis 
of  ^n  Sorts;  the  corn  must  be  left  to  i(s  fate.  So  soon  as  the,  Sahwirimae 
is  destroyed,  I  expect  the  Americans  will  be  satisfied  and  retire;  this  ia 
only  my  opinion,  but  I  think  it  is  conformable  to  the  demand  made  by 
general  GaineSi  of  king  Hatchy,  some  months  since;  in  fact,  do  aU  yoa 
can,  to  save  all  you  can;  save  the  books  particularly.  It  is  probable  the 
commandant  will  receive  some  communication  from  the  Vessels  to-day, 
when  he  will  know  more  certain  what  are  their  motives  in  comingji^die 
foi-t.  I  think  it  is  only  to  shut  up  the  passage  to  the  Indians.  Twentjr 
canoes  went  down  yesterday,  ana  were  forced  to  return.  The  road  be- 
tween this  and  Mickasuky  is  said  to  be  stopped.  Hillisaio  and  HimaCkla 
Mico  were  here  last  night,  to  hear  what  vessels.  The/  will  renove  all 
their  cattle  and  effects  across  St  Mark's  river  this  mormng*  and  perhapi 
wait  neAr  thereto  for  the  event. 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  I  can,  to  give  you  the  substance  of  what  ap- 
pears facts,  that  cannot  be  doubted;  to  enter  into  details  in  the  present 
moment,  is  useless ;  if  the  schooner  is  returned,  get  all  the  goods  on  board 
of  her  and  let  her  start  off  for  Mounater  creek,  in  the  bottom  of  Cedar 
Key  bay.  You  will  there  only  have  the  skins  to  hide  away.  But  no  deliT 
must  take  place,  as  the  vessels  will  no  doubt,  follow  the  land  army,  anii 
perhaps  even  now,  some  have  gone  round.  I  pray  your  strictest  attentioi, 
for  the  more  that  is  saved,  willbe  eventually  more  to  your  intenmt  Let 
the  bearer  have  as  much  calico,  as  will  make  him  two  shirts,  for  his  trot- 
ble.    He  has  promised  to  deliver  this  in  three,  but  1  give  him  fonr  days. 

I  am  yours,  afiectionAely, 
(Signed)  A.  AKBUTHNOT. 


From  Ji.  Jirbuthnat,  to  Charles  Cameron^  Qavemor  Bahatiuis, 
8IR» 

Being  empowered  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  to  repre- 
sent the  state  of  their  nation  to  your  excellency,  that  you  may  be  pleased 
to  forward  the  same  for  the  inmrmation  of  his  majesty's  governmeii^  to 
whom  alone  they  look  for  protection,  against  the  aggressions  ami  eacroach- 
ID^ts  of  tl\^  \mem«ii%»  V  W%  V^vi^  to  submit  to  your  excellency,  the 
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Pleased  to  take  fttt  ^arly  opp«rt«ni^  of  ftrwardidg  tiue  jsalar  to  fiMbt 
Witdn. 

I  .am  alio^Mtructed  bj  Bowkck,  chief  ofi  the  Sahindiitei^  i»  litte 
the  demand  hereia  enclosed^  he  iierer  having  had  anyirfiare  of  1fai«^{nre* 
sents  distributed  at  Prospect  &lufl(  though  he  rendjered  equally  essential 
services,  as  anj  of  the  otoer  chiefs,  to  the  British  cause,  while  at  war  with 
America;  and  was  at  New  Orleans  with  a  parts  of  his  warriors,  his  firon- 
tiers  being  more  exposed  to  the  predatorv  incursions  of  the  back  Gieor« 

f;ian8,  who  enter  his  territory  and  arive  off  his  cattle;  he  is  obliged  to  tiav^ 
arffe  parties  out  to  watch  their  motions,  and  prevent  their  plundeiiii|B 
ana  being  ^ow  deficient  of  ammunition,  he  prajs  your  ezcellencywill 
grant  his  amall  demand.    HuBibly  submitting  the  same. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's 
Moat  humUe  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  A.    ' 


The  humble  representations  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  JfiaHon* 

To  his  His  Excellency  Governor  Cameron. 

First,  we  beg  leave  to  repi^esentthat  ]B4l>lttlld  Qoyle  and  W^iUiam. 
Hamblj^,  latoly  clerks  at  Prospect  Bluff,  to  Messrs  Vorbes^  &c«  and  who 
still  reside  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  we  consider  as  the  principal  i^use 
of  our  present  troubles,  and  uneasiness.  Hambly  was  the  instmmMnd 
cause  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff  being  destroyed  by  the  Aina^Qans,  bv 
which  we  lost  the  supplies  intended  for  our  future  ir^;  sipce/^l^  Vp^ 
these  men  have  kept  their  emissaries  ampng  U9,  tondiM  to  harmi^  JMptd  4U- 
turb  our  repose,  and  that  of  our  brethf  ren  of  the  midd^  ai^i  ^pP^  ^t^^» 
they  spreaa  among  us  reports  that  the  Coweateis,  a^ded  bv*  w  A^nptv 
cans,  are  descencOng  to  drive  us  off  pi^r  Inwi,  ^b«y  eqi^l]^  J^ifflPV^^ 
false. 


From  J.  tflrtatiknoe,  to  BenjmiUn  Moodie,  Esq.  sMt^strng  teitsf^ii  C/uttrtf$ 
hofgoth  Esq.  British  J^nister  at  W^^ingtaiu 

SahweJi%u,in  AeCf eekMstimh, 

27m  Jmniat^.'lf^ 

sni. 

The  enc)0iied,  containing  matt<^  ^f  serious  ^iwnent  and  demandnf 
the  immediati  attention  of  Ms  excellency  the  British  ambaasador»  I  tniA 
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tie  ml\,  for  ihis  time  for^ve  the  triflins  expense  of  {lostage^^ViMcli 
i^deavored  to  prevent  as  much  as  pos8%ie»  by  comprisinff  ^mm^ 
one  sheet  of  paper.    Should  you,  sir,  be  put  to  any  troaUe  or. ' 
this  trouble  f  give  you,  by  being  made  acquainted  witih  tiheli 
instruct  Bain  Uunshee,  &  Co.  to  order  payment  of  the  same* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  .  j.^  *•  *• 

Your  most  obedient  humMe  servant^     *      *^ 

(Signed)  A.  ARBUllP^^. 


From  Jt,\9rhiUhnot  to  the  horu  Charles  Baggoit. 

SIR, 

It  is  with  pain  I  again  obtrude  myself  upon  your  excellency^  notieiv 
but  the  pressing  solicitations  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  natioa,  atfd  ()ie 
deplorable  situation  in  which  they  are  placed,  by  the  wanton  ateraMil|i» 
of  the  Americans,  I  trust  your  excellency  will  take  as  a  suffici^^lMMr 
for  the  present  intrusion.  '^WT^ 

In  August  last,  the  head  chief  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  recei^Mpll^' 
ter  from  general  Gaines,  of  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  aan^d^p^ 
your  excellency  the  contents,  as  delivered  me  by  the  chiefs  head^^m 
interpreter,  with  king  Hahhy's  renly  thereto. 

This  letter  appears  to  nave  been  intended  to  sound  the  dispMiCi^ 
of  the  chief,  and  ascertain  the  force  necessary  to  overrun  the  nanmJtS 
from  then,  until  the  actual  attack  was  made  on  Fowl  town,  the  staaitMil^ 
nd  with  general  Jackson,  seem  to  have  been  collecting  troops,  iSf  set 
tling  in  various  Quarters. 

If  your  excellency  desire  to  have  further  information,  respectiislb 
situation  of  this  country  and  its  inhabitants,  I  can,  from  time  to  ^^ih 
form  your  excellency  of  such  facts  and  circumstances,  as  are  siatdtil 
me,  by  chiefs  of  known  veracity,  or  which  may .  come  under  mi  9m. 
observation;  and  your  excellency's  order,  addressed  to  me  at  Neit  iVt- 
vidence,  will  either  find  me  there,  or  be  forwarded  me  to  this  country* 
With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

\  out  «i.cfeVVwvc^'^  most  obedient  servant       ^^ 
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The  following  memorandum  was  on  the  htLck  of  the  foregoing  letten 

King  Hihhy  1000,  Boleck  ISOO/Oso  Hatjo  Cboctawhachy  500.  Him- 
ashy  Miso  Chattehichy  500,  at  present  with  Hillisajo.  At  present  under 
arms  1000  and  more — and  attacking  those  Americans  who  have  made  in* 
roads  on  their  territory. 

A  quantity  of  gunpowder,  lead,  muskets  and  flints,  sufficient  to  arm 
one  thousand  or  two  thousand  men. 

Muskets  1000,  arms  smaller  if  possible. 

10,000  flints,  a  proportion  for  rifle  put  up  separate. 

50  casks  gunpowder,  a  propordoh  for  ride. 

2,000  knives,  six  to  nine  inch  blade,  good  quality. 

1,000  tomahawks — 100  lbs.  vermillion. 

2,000  lbs.  lead,  independent  of  ball  for  musket 

(Signed)  KING  HAHHY. 

BOLECK. 


From  General  Oaines  to  the  Seminoly  Chief. 

To  the  Seminoly  Chief, 

Your  Seminoly's  are  very  bad  people;  I  don't  say  whom;  you  have 
murdered  many  of  my  people,  and  stolen  my  cattle,  and  many  good  hor- 
ses, that  cost  me  money;  and  many  good  houses  that  cost  me  money,  you 
have  burnt  for  me;  and  now  that  you  see  my  writing,  you  will  think  I 
have  spoken  right  I  know  it  is  so,  you  know  it  is  so«  for  now  you  may 
sav  I  will  go  up%»  you  at  random;  but  just  give  me  the  murderers,  and  I 
will  show  them  my  law,  and  when  that  is  finished  and  past,  if  you  will 
come  about  any  of  my  people,  you  will  see  your  friends,  and  if  you  see 
me,  you  will  see  your  triend.  But  there  is  something  out  in  the  sea,  a 
bird  with  a  forked  tongue,  whip  him  back  before  he  lands,  for  he  will  be 
the  ruin  of  you,  yet  perhi||B  you  do  not  know  who  or  what  I  mean-*-I 
mean  the  name  of  Englishman. 

I  tell  you  this,  that  if  you  do  not  give  me  up  the  murderes  who  have 
murdered  my  people,  I  say  I  have  got  good  strong  warriors,  with  scalp- 
ing knives  and  tomahawks.  You  narbour  a  great  many  of  mv  black 
people  among  you,  at  Sahwahnee.  If  you  give  me  leave  to  go  By  you, 
against  them,  I  shall  not  hurt  any  thing  belonging  to  yoUi 

(Signed)  GENERAL  GAINES. 
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head  chief^  Kioghijah»  received  a  letter  from  geni^ral  GaIbcs^Aii- 
giist  last,  a  copy  of  mj^^t  is  enclosed^  irith  tb<.  |BM|r|jr  iji^ 
thereto.    This  lettter  bi^v  appears  to  have  becQ  ajprnrf^^l^^ 
determined  on  by  the  said  general  and  general  Jack^Ki^  |D  fe^pcpt 
troops  and  setders  to  drive  us  from  our  lands,  and  tplte  ipQUMMi 
of  them;  for  in  the  end  of  October,  a  party  of  Ameriouis  anrrmiaJM 
Fowl  Town  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  beg^  wdOiaiffHPt  In 
it;  making  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  fly  to*the  swampy  aaoi  iMbini 
their  flight,  had  three  persons  killed  by  the  fire   of  the  Ame^lDMiib 
Our  Indians  rallying,  drove  the  Americans  from  thcf  t6w%  liit  k 
their  exertions,  had  two  more  of  their  people  killed*     Tbcj&JBicri- 
cans  retired  some  distance,  and  built  a  fort  or  block  houae  ta  |Mrd9ea 
themselves,  until  the  assistance  they  had  sent  for  to  die. fort, up  At 
country,  should  arrive.     A  letter  falling  into  the  bands  of  gm^ 
Mitchell,  the  Indian  agent,  which  states  the  Indians  to  have  bcea^ 
aggressors;  he  suspected  its  truth,  and  on  inquiry,  found  it  was  lbs  v^* 
verse;  in  consequence,  he  made  satisfaction  to  Inhenmothlo,  cbecUrf 
of  Fowl  Town  and  his  people,,  for  the  injuries  they  had  suatuiied;  it 
the  same  time  desired  a  ulk  to  be  sent  to  ous  head  chiefs,  stttiag 
his  wish  to  see  all  the  Indians  friends,  and  that  in  twenty  days,  he 
would  send  and  get  the  Americans  to  retire  from  tha^  forts.  ^  Bat  this 
had  no  effect  on  the  lawless  invaders  of  our  soil,  for  before  the  bes^ 
er  of  our  talks  could  return  home,  he  met  hundreds  of  AmericaDS 
descending^  on  us;  they  have  also  settlers  and  troops    which  come 
from  Mobile,  and  go  up  the  Appalachicola  river;  thus  seeing  no  end 
to  those  inroads,  necessity  compels  us  to  have  recouse  to  arms,  aad 
our  brethren  are  now  fighting  for  the  lands  they  inherited  from  their 
forefathers,  for  their  families  and  friends.     But  what  will  ourexer* 
tions  do  without  assistance;  our  sinews  of  war  are  almost  apeat; 
and  harrassed,  as  we  have  been  for  years,  we  have  not  beeA  abhfi 
to  lay  by  the  means  for  our  extraordinary  wants,  and  tc  whofl|.aia 
^e  look  up  to  for  protection  and  support,  but  to  those  friend$Ji9)Hi» 
have  at  all  former  times  held  forth  their  hands  to  uphold  au||  fipdl 
who  have  sworn  in  their  late  treaty  with  the  Americana,  to  aaemi^ 
just  rights  and  privileges  respected  and  protected  from  iniiiitf|p 
aggression?  Wo  now  call  on  your  excellency,  as  the  repreaentatCM^ll 
our  good  father.  King  Greorge,  to  send  us  such  aid  in  ammiHiitSi% 
as  we  are  absolutely  in  want  of;  and  as  our  brother  chief^  GBIiif . 
ajo,  was  informed,  when  in  England,  that  when  ammunition  WIVf^ 
wanting  to  enable  us  to  protect  our  just  rights,  that  your  ezcefteiiqf 
would  supply  us  with  what  was  necessary.     We  have  applied  U^/^lm, 
Spanish  officer  at  the'^ort  of  St.   Marks;  but  his  smaU  suppl^f  pn^ 
vented  his  being  able  to  assist  us,  and  we  have  only  on  yonir  dSodU^ 
lency  to  depend.    We  likewise  pray  your  excellency  wouUl  bt  ptopii'  < 
ed  to  send  an  officer  or  person  to  lead  us  right,  and  to  a{){^Hti^|JHS' 
supplies  you  ms^y  be  pleased  to  send  us,  agreeably  to  QW-^^^fffffftfit-i 
wants.  ^tf^^-c^ 
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In  praying  your  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to  our  denand,  and 
^   despatch  it  without  delay, 
^  We  remain  your  excellency's  faithful, 

And  most  obedient  friend  and  servant) 


m 
i 


[Signed]  CAPPACHEMICCO, 

BOLECK. 

For  ourselves^  and  ail  the  other 
Chiefs  of  the  lower  Creek 
JSlation. 


F. 

Letter  from  Am  Arbuthnot  to  col.  Edward  ^uiholk 

J^assauj  JVl  P.  26lA  August^  1S\7. 
SIR, 

Especially  authorized  by  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  Creek  nation, 
whose  names  I  affix  to  the  present,  I  am  desired  to  address  you,  that 
you  may  lay  their  complaint  before  his  majesty's  government.  They 
desire  it  to  be  made  known,  that  they  have  implicitly  followed  your 
advice  in  living  friendly  widi  the  Americans,  who  are  their  neigh* 
bors,  and  nowise  attempt  to  molest  them,  though  they  have  seen  the 
Americans  encroach  on  their  territory,  burning  their  towns,  and  mak* 
ing  fields  where  their  houses  stood.  Rather  than  make  resistance, 
they  have  retired  lower  in  the  peninsula.  The  town,  Eahallaway, 
where  Olis  Micco  was  chief,  is  one  instance  of  the  encroachments  of 
the  Americans;  this  town  was  situated  under  the  guns  of  fort  Gaines, 
and  Micco  was  desired  to  submit  to  the  Americans,  or  his  town 
would  be  blown  to  atoms;  rather  than  do  so,  he  retired,  and  is  now 
living  in  the  lower  nation,  and  his  fields,  and  even  where  the  town 
-stood,  is  ploughed  up  by  the  Americans.  They  complain  of  the  En- 
glish government  neglecting  them,  after  having  drawn  them  into  a 
war  with  America;  that  youy  sir,  have  not  kept  your  promise,  in  send* 
ing  people  to  reside  among  ihem;  and  that  if  they  have  not  some  per* 
son  or  persons^  resident  in  the  nation  to  watch  over  their  interest^ 
they  wiU  soon  be  driven  to  the  e^ttremity  of  the  peninsula.    Tonle fc 
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Mt.  ttamUjftto  wateb  over  ^  intereatof  the  CtcA  oniaaf >* job 
tuurdly  left  the  nation,  when  he  turned  trakdr^  and  was  Mbf 
Forbes  to  take  the  part  of  the  Americans;  hU  letter  to  ne,  ofiMA 
I  annex  you  a  copy,  will  show  you  what  length  he  cotiU  go,  if  ke 
had  the  means.  It  is  Hambly  and  Doyle,  who  give  the  IiMlians  al 
the  trouble  tbejr  experience;  they  send  their  emissaries  aasoog  tht 
lower  Creeks,  and  make  them  believe  the'  Cowhellas,  uded  by  the 
Americans,  are  coming  to  destroy  them;  thus  both  are  pot  in  fcff, 
and  their  fields  is  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not  though  oL  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  away  this  fear,  by  writing  the  chief  of  tk 
Cowhetta  towns,  that  they  ought  to  live  on  friendly  terms,  with  their 
brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  whose  wishes  were  to  be  on  goodterai 
with  them,  and  not  to  listen  to  any  bad  talks,  but  to  chase  those,  tha 
give  them,  from  among  them*  My  letter  was  answered  from  thea 
rather  favorably,  and  I  hope  the  talk  that  was  sent  to  the  bigwinior 
last  ^une,  will  heal  the  difference  between  them,    ' 

Hillisajo  arrived  in  my  schooner  at  Ocklocknee  sound  last  Jose, 
and  was  well  received  by  all  the  chiefs,  and  others  who  came  to  wel- 
come him  home.  In  consequence  of  his  arrival,  a  talk  ¥ras  hdd,da 
substance  of  which  put  on  paper  for  them,  and  it  was  sent  with  a  pipe 
ofpeacetothe  other  nations.  Qillisajo  wished  to  return  to  II» 
sau  with  me,  but  I  prevailed  on  him  to  suy  in  the  nation  aad  keep 
them  at  peace.  I  regret,  Sir,  to  notice,  this  poor  man's  aflUrs;tfao«g^ 
by  his  desire,  it  appeared  that  he  arrived  at  Nassau  a  short  tune  rf» 
I  had  left  it  in  January,  and  captain  W.  being  here,  took  charge  of 
him,  his  goods,  and  money,  prevailing  on  the  governor  tokthifl 
stay  with  him  until  he  went  down  to  the  nation,  which  was  his  {alls' 
tion  to  do.  Of  the  money  received  of  governor  Cameron,  he  badff- 
ly  given  him  eighty  dolhrs,  by  captain  W.,  a  barrel  of  sujWi  ahf  cf 
coffee»  aad  a  smali  keg  of  rum;  and  the  interpreter,  Tkfllgai^l*' 
formed  me,  that 'when  ^illisaj6  asked  for  an  account, ^eifldtf'W. 
refused  k,  saying  it  would  be  useless  to  a  man  who  could  mi  liii 
He  also  misses  two  cases,  one  of  which  he  thiaks  contsunfciiddig^t 
I  haViO^made  inquiry  of  his  majesty's  ordnaoce  store  keefM^^^ii  it 
informs  mieihewtbole  were  delivered  to  captain  W«;  chc^)Niie^ilii^ 
fore  lost  to  Hillisajo.  <  ^    i^  « 

I  am  desired  to  return  Uillisajo's  warmest  a^ 
for  the  very  handsome  manner  you  treated  him  in 

begs  his  prayer  may  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  his  rciyal  _,^^_ , 

prince  regent.  I  left  him  and  all  ht«  family  well,  on  die  jwtjiMb^ 
June.  Old  Cappachimicco  desires  me  to  send  his  respatHi  aUl^ 
quests  that  you  will  send  out  some  people  ^  live  amon|i^A^fliaii 
all  the  land  they  took  from  Forbes,  shall  be  theirs.  1l  ill  CsiiiMlfc'f 
must  have  an  agent  among  them,  to  see  that  the 
to  the  treaty,  andpermit  them  to  live  unmolested  Oi 
This^ agent  should  be  aothoriaed  by  hismajesty's  govei 
will  not  be  attended  to  by  the  Americans,  In  thegazett 
the  Atlier\caus  te^ot\  \Vv&  ^ttA%tsV%  loidUiDR  ^0%  eontiai 
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ting  murders  on  (heif  borders^  and  making  tncursions  into  the  9tatdf 
These  are  fabncations  tending  to  irritate  the  American  government 
against  the  poor  Indians;  for  during  the  time  I  was  in  the  nation^ 
there  was  only  one  American  killed,  and  he,  with  two  othera,  wefie  m 
the  act  of  driving  off  cattle,  belonging  to  Boleg,  chief  of  Siiwany^ 
wbereaa  three  men  and  a  boj  wei«  kHled  last  June,  by  a  party  of 
American  cattle-stealer^,  while  Hi  their  htknting  camps;  the  boy  they 
scalped^  and  one  of  Bolog's  head  men  was  killed  in  St.  John's  river^ 
in  July.  The  backwood  Georgians,  and  those  resident  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Indian  nation,  are  continually  entering  it,  and  drifting  cdT 
cattle.  They  have  in  some  instances  made  settlements,  and  particu« 
larly  on  the  Choctohacky  river,  where  a  considerable  number  have 
descended. 

By  the  treaty  with  Grreat  Britain,  the  Americans  were  to  give  op 
to  the  Indians,  ail  the  lands  that  may  have  been  taken  from  them 
during  the  war,  and  place  them  on  the  same  footing  they  were  iQ 
1811.  It  appears  that  they  have  not  dune  so;  that  Fort  Gaines  oa 
the  Chatahoochy,  and  camp  Crawford  on  the  Flint  river,  are  both  on 
Indian  territory  that  was  not  in  possession  of  America,  in  1811.  They 
,  are  fearful  that  before  any  aid  is  given  by  the  English  govemmentp 
they  will  be  no  longer  in  possession  of  any  territory. 

I  wrote  last  January  to  his  excellency  the  Hon.  Charles  Baggott, 
respecting  the  encroachments  of  the  Americans;  as  I  was  informed  by 
the  cooy  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honorable  earl  Bathurst,  handed 
me  by  his  excellency  governor  Cameron,  that  his  majesty's  ambassa- 
dor had  received  orders  to  watch  over  the  interest  of  the  Indiati^. 
Since  my  return  here,  I  have  received  of  Mr.  Moodic,  of  Ghavlbaton, 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Charles  Baggott»  ^t  the  isxt 
pense  of  postage  is  so  considerable,  any  further  communicattoi^  of  ^ 
same  nature,  must  be  sent  him  by  private  h^nds.  Now,  sir,  asnopetsoii 
goes  from  this  direct  to  Washington,  how  am  I  to  be  able  to  comply 
with  his  desire?  Thi^sjie  will  be  kept  ignorant  q(  the  situation  of  the 
v^^poor  indiansy  on  the  encrpacbmentsdaily  made  on  their  landsby  Aiiie*t 
rican  settlers,  while  he  maybe  told  by  the  American  government  thft 
no  encroachments  ha^e  been  made,  and  that  the  forts  they  stiU  hold^ 
are  necessary  to  check  the  unruly  Seoiinoles.  Thus  the  person  ap-^ 
pointed  to  watch  over  the  interest  cf  the  Ifidians,  having  npoihet 
aneans  of  inibrmaiion,  than  from  the  parties  iniercstdd  in  thetr  de* 
ftruction,  and  seeing  from  time  to  time  in  the  American  gatfettes, 
l^counts  of  cruel  murders,  fcc.  kc.  committed* by  the  Indiana  on  the 
frontier  settlements  of  the  United  Slates,  be  apprehends  the  Indians 
meritall  the  Am^ricaof  do  to  theaaf 

Butkt  his  majesty's  govettpm^^^lt  appointanr  agent  wtth^ full  pow# 
^vft  to  correspojsd  with  bis  majesty's  ainbassader  at  Washington*  ataki 
bia  ey«s  w'AV  thea  be  o|^i|#4  iis  ^o  thcf  motives  of  that  influence^  kpM^ 
ican  individuab  as  well  as  the  government*  in  vitttfying  the  Ind^anai 
The  power  given  nAe>ftod  the  instructions  were,  to  mcmori^ia^e  bis 

It 
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maiftty's  govcnimcnt  as  wcU  as  the  gorenior  general  of  Hamsa; 

but  if  you  wiU  be  pleiscdtolay  this  letter  before  his  majesty's  seat- 
tary  of  state,  it  will  save  the  necessity  of  the  fi^8^  and  1  1  w  thit  a 
memorial  to  the  governor  general  would  be  of  no  ase.  BefeFrmt 
you  to  the  answer, 

lam  most  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  A.  arbutbnot:. 

Lieut*  col.  Edward  JSTichoU. 


Gi 


From  A.  Arhuthnot  to  William  Bambly* 

Ocklocinee  Sounds  $d  May^  18f7« 

SIB, 

On  my  return  home  this  day  I  received  a  letter,  signed  byyoo, 
and  dated  23d  March.  As  vou  therein  take  the  liberty  of  advising 
me  as  you  sau,  by  order  ot  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  I  am 
glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening  you  gave  me,  and  reply  to 
you  at  some  length.  And,  sir,  let  me  premise,  that  when  you  Uved 
at  Prospect  Bluff,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  &  Co.  yon  did  not  cob* 
sider  Cappachimicco,  M'Quin,  or  any  other  of  the  chiefs  of  die  lower 
Creek  nation,  as  outlaws,  nor  have  they  been  considered  as  such  bf 
the  English  government,  who  are  the  special  protectors  of  the  ladiaa 
nation;  and  it  ill  becomes  Mr.  Hambly  to  call  Cappachimicco  aa 
outlaw;  that  man,  who  has  ever  been  his  friend,  and  by  his  autfaoritf 
has  prolonged  his  life.  Yes,  sir,  the  young  chiefs  and^ warriors  iS 
the  Creek  nation,  considering  you  as  the  chief  cause  of  their  troubles 
will  have  long  ere  this  had  possession  of  you,  and  perhaps,  widi 
your  life,  made  you  pay  the  forfeit  for  the  injuries  heaped  on  tbe«f 
had  not  that  man,  who  has  been  your  friend  from  your  early  youd^ 
stepped  in  as  your  protector.  Tes,  this  is  the  man  who  Mr.  Haa« 
bly  presumes  to  call  an  outlaw.  A  pardoned  villain  when  going  to 
the  gallows,  would  bless  the  hand  that  saved  his  Ufe^  bus  Mr.  IhiBliijr 
blasphemes  his  saviours 
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As  Mr.  Hambly's  generous  friend  is  the  principle  cause  of  my 
being  in  this  country,  as  an  honest  man,  I  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  • 
promise  to  him  and  the  other  chiefs*  The  guilty  alone  have  fear;  an 
honest  and  upright  man  dreads  no  dangers*  fears  no  evil,  as  he  com* 
mits  no  ill;  and  your  arm  of  justice  ought  to  be  applied,  where  it 
would  rightly  fall  on  the  heads  of  the  really  guilty.  Your  mean  and 
vile  insinuations  that  has  b|en  the  cause  of  thefts  and  murders^ 
comes  ill  from  he  who  has  been  the  cause  of  the  murder  of  hun- 
dreds. Though  your  usage  was  made  villainous  at  the  fort*  yet  your 
revenge  was  too  savage  and  sanguinary.  If  your  conduct,  sir,  to  the 
Indians,  were  guided  by  as  pure  motives  as  mine,  it  would  endeavor 
to  influence  them,  and  respect  each  other  as  brothers,  and  live  in  har- 
mony and  friendship,  cultivating  their  lands  in  summer,  and  taking 
their  diversions  of  hunting  in  winter,  respecting  their  neighbors,  and 
making  yourselves  respected  by  them.  If  thus>  sir^  you  would  act, 
(and  by  your  knowledge  of  their  language,  you  have  much  more  in 
your  power  than  any  other  man,)  you  would  thejn  be  the  true  friend 
of  the  Indians.  Were  I  an  instigator  of  theft  and  murder,  would  I 
hold  the  language  I  have  done,  to  the  chiefs  and  others  who  have 
called  on  mef  Ask  the  lieutenant  commanding  at  Fort  Oaines,  if  my 
letter  to  him  breathed  the  strains  of  a  murdprer?  Ask  Opy  Hatchy, 
or  Dany,  his  interpreter,  if  the  recommendatory  note  I  scot  him  by  or« 
der  of  Apiny,  could  be  written  by  an  instigator  of  murder?  Ask 
Apiny  himself,  if  my  language  to  him  was  that  of  a  murderer?  Ask 
Mappalitchy,  a  chief,  residing  among  the  Americans  on  Oakmulgee, 
if  my  language  and  advice  to  him*  favored  that  of  a  murderer?  All 
thosci  and  every  Indian  who  have  heard  my  talks^  will  contradict  ^ 
your  vile  assertions. 

But  Mappalitchy  has  given  me  a  clue  by  which  I  can  unravel 
lirhence  the  aspersions  comes.  Not  from  Apiny,  Hatchy,  or  anv  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  upper  towns,  but  from  he  who  endeavors  to  lead 
them  to  mischief  and  quarrels  with  each  other.  Did  not  the  chiefs 
bear  my  note  read  with  respect,  and  perfectly  according  to  my  senti- 
ments, of  being  all  as  brethren,  uniting  with  bonds  of  friendship  and 
love?  Did  not  they,  agree  to  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace*  with  their 
brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  and  live  in  future  as  brothers?  What 
nade  some  of  them  alter  their  minds  afterwards?  The  interference 
of  a  humane  man,  who  counsels  them  to  write  to  me  demading  my 
removal  from  a  board  of  outlaws,  and  which  letter  is  signed,  ^^  fVU^^ 
Ham  Hambly.^ 

I  shall  only  make  one  more  observation,  and  that  will  show  from 
^whence  I  came,  and  whether  I  come  amongst  the  Indians  as  a  reveng- 
er, or  as  the  friend  of  peace  and  harmony. 

In  the  spring  of  1816,  W.  Hambly  sent  governor  Cameron  a  let- 
ter conuining  talks  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Indian  nations;  they  are  for- 
warded to  England;  and  his  excellency  handed  me,  on  my  leaving 
Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from  the  right  honorable  earl  Ba- 
thurat,  one  of  bis  msgestyfa  chief  secretari^  of  aiate^  th^  I  wSffit 
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make  the  same  known  to  th«  chiefs  on  my^  arrival  iii  ^ 
What  will  governor  Cameron  think  of  the  man,  who,  in  i8i6YtoiM 
write  against  the  encroachments  of  the  Americans  on  the  IndiaQaap 
tion,  and  in  ^hesnringof  1817f  call  the  chiefs  of  that  nation,  for  whoa 
be  more  especially  wrote,  outlaws?  Mr.  Uambly  nnay  sell  his  services 
to  America,  bift  no  man  can  expatriate  himself  from  that  allegiance 
due  to  his  native  country;  and  a  government  may  call  on  a  friendly 
nation  to  give  up  a  subject  that  has  seriously  wronged  her. 

I  recommeii4  Mr.  Uambly  to  be  content  with  Daucmr  Yit  may 
have  rcceived*and  permit  the  unlettered  Indian  to  live  quiedy  and 
peacslbly  o^  his  native  land. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter*  with  the  one  from  you,  to  be 
read  by  the  chiefs  of  this  nation,  and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an 
opportutiity  of  expressing  myself  more  fully,  than  I  did  in  the  note 
ient  by  Apiny.  Wishing  you  a  speedy  recantation  of  your  errors^ 
and  a  return  td  your  former  way  ot  thinking, 

I  am  your  obedient^ 

(Signed)  A.  ARBUTHNOt 


H. 

Letter  from  A>  Arbuthnot^  to  the  govtrnor  of  Havannah. 

To  Ait  excellency^  Don  — ^— , 

Governor  general^  Wc.  &?r. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  whose  names  are  hereunto  ao- 
oexed,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  excellency,  and  represent  tfaeif 
eomplaints«  Long  imposed  on  by  the  persons  keeping  stotes  in  this 
country,  in  charging  us  exborbitant  prices  for  their  goods,  while  they 
only  allow  us  a  veiy  trifiiog  one  for  our  peltry,  we  have  found  it  oe- 
eessary  to  look  out  for  a  person  that  will  detd  fairly  with  us,  and  we 
wish  to  establish  a  store  for  him  on  Appalache  river;  we  have  made 
application  to  the  commander  of  St.  Mark^^  and  he  refera  ua  to  your 
exceUeney*  It  ia  not  alone  the  impositions  that  have  been  practised 
upon  us,  that  has  made  us  presume  to  address  your  excellency,  we 
have  complaints  of  a  more  serious  nature,  against  the  persona  em- 
-  ployed  in  the  only  hou^e  that  has  been  established  amoiiguB.  fi|  the 
first  place,  some  years  back,  tmder  false  pretences,  they  attempted  t^ 
rob  us  of  a  very  brge  portion  of  our  best  lands,  and  we  the  moi^  Hih 
dily  acceeded  lo  \t^  {xt^WL  ^!bft  C^\\\\(\sl  momiae  gtvett  ni,  ^tm  4^9 
would  get  BngWsli  i^to^Velo  %t\i^  \X^^s^QlX\N^^xfilack^>^v^\K^  t^m 
doing  thia,  Mr*  Fcrfeea axxftm^Xfc«i  v>  ^t)^\xvi ^^  Ks«ftxv^aefi.^5i^^0^-^ 
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Aent,  wd  setde  it  witb  Americans;  thas  finding  ourselves  deceived 
and  imposed  on,  we  withdrew  our  grant  about  three  years  since, 
which,  from  the  stipulations  contained  therein»  not  being  fulfilled  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Forbes,  we  conceived  we  had  a  right  to  do.  Second- 
ly, Mr.  Doyle  and  Mr.  Hambly^  the  two  persons  left  in  the  nation  to 
carry  6n  Mr.  Forbes*  business,  have,  for  more  than  two  years^  been 
endeavoring  to  influence  us  to  join  the  Americans,  and  finding  that 
fair  means  would  not  secure  us  from  our  attachments  to  our  ancient 
friends,  the  English,  they  have  recently  had  recourse  to  threats,  of 
bringing  the  Americans  down  upon  us;  and  that  people  only  wants  a 
pretext  to  attack  us,  which  the  said  Doyle  and  Hambly  attempt  to 
give  them,  by  spreadmg  false  reports  of  our  murdering  the  Ameri- 
cans, stealing  their  catde,  and  preparing  for  war  against  them,  while 
in  fact,  it  is  the  Americans  who  murder  our  red  brethren,  and  steal 
our  cattle,  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  and  are  daily  encroaching  on  our 
lands,  and  maintaining  the  settles  in  their  ill  gotten  possessions  by 
armed  force. 

On  the  Choctawhatchy  river,  there  are  a  large  body  of  Ameri- 
cans/forming  settlements,  and  more  are  daily  joining  them.  As  this 
river  is  far  within  that  line,  marked  out  by  your  excellency's  govern- 
ment, (and  the  Americans  s6me  years  since,  though  that  line  was  un- 
known to  us  until  very  lately,  and  we  never  gave  our  sanctioiVi  nor  in 
fact,  knew  of  any  sale  of  our  lands,  made  to  the  Americans,)  we 
trust  your  excellency  w'll  give  ordtrs,  to  displace  them  from  within 
the  line,  and  send  them  back  to  their  own  country.  Our  delaying  to 
address  your  excellency,  to  represent  the  forementioned  grievances, 
has  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  person  to  attend  to  our  talks,  and  put 
them  in  writing  for  us.  The  commander  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks, 
has  heard  all  of  our  talks  and  complaints.  He  approves  of  what  ^re 
have  done,  and  what  wc  are  doing,  and  it  is  by  his  recommendation 
we  have  thus  presumed  to  address  your  excellency. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient, 
And  very  humble  servant, 

(Signed)        A.  ARBUTHNOT. 


No.  1. 

FflTver  cf  aiiotney  from  the  Indian  Chiefs  to  A.  Arbuihnot. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  we,  chieb  of  the  Creek 
nation,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  this  power,  having  full  faith  and 
confidence  in  Alexander  Arbuthnot^  of  New  Providence,  who  knowing 
all  our  talks»  is  fully  acquainted  with  our  intentions  and  wishes^  do 
hereby  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  a^^\titVi\\x\^^<t  ««v^  AVe:^-^ 
^iVkf  ArkitAnoif  our  attorney  and  agent,  nv'wYi  t\39\  ^"wtx  *vnjl%»2^^^« 
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ity«  to  act  for  us  and  m  oar  nanies  in  all  affairs  relating  to  our  aaioo, 
and  also  to  write  such  letters  and  papers,  as  to  him  may^appetr  le- 
cessary  and  proper  for  our,  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Given  at  Ocklocknee  Sound,  in  the  Creek  nation,  this  irth  ixf 
of  June,  one  thosuand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

f Signed]    1.  Coppachimicca,  7.  Inhimatchlude  X 

S.  Inhemothlo  M  8.  Lahoe  Ihamatchlo  X 

S.  Charle  Tustoky  ^  9.  Hourathle  Mipho  )A 

4.  Otus  Mico  X  10.  Hillisajo  X 

5.  Ochacone  Tustonoky  ^  11    Tamuches  Haho  M 

6.  Imauhlucle  >i  1%.  Oparthlomico  X 

"Witness, 

[Signed]  PETEB  SHUGART,  Inierpret^r. 

Certified  explanation  of  names  and  towns  to  which  the  forego- 
ing chiefs  belong,  agreeably  to  the  numbers  set  opposite  thereto.  ' 

[Signed]  ^  WILLIAM  HAMBLY.»' 

1.  Kinhigee,  chief  of  Mickasuky. 

S.  Inhimartio,  cbiei  of  Fowl  town. 

3.  Charle  Tusionoky,  second  chief  of  Oakmulge^  town. 

^«  Chief  on  the  Conhploway,  below  fort  Graines. 

5.  OponVf  chief  of  the  Oakmulgee  towns. 

6.  Chief  of  the  Atlapalgas. 

7.  Chief  of  Pallatchacpley. 

8.  Chief  of  the  Chehaws. 

9.  Chief  of  the  Red  Stick. 

10.  Francis  (The  prophet.) 

11.  Peter  M'Queen,  chief  of  the  Tallahasacs  (an  old  Red  3ticL) 

12.  A  Red  Stick,  created  chief  by  the  lower  towns. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  at  any  time  within  the  Unt 
twelve  months,  heard  any  conversation  between  the  prisoner  and  the 
chief  called  Bolegs,  relating  to  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Seminoles? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bolegs,  that  he  had  sent 
letters  to  the  prince  regent,  and  expected  soon  to  have  an  answers- 
Some  time  afterwards,  some  of  the  negroes  doubted  his  carrying 
those  letters,  when  the  prisoner  stated  that  he  had,  but  the  distance 
being  great,  it  would  take  some  time  to  receive  an  answer. 

By  the  court*  State  to  the  court,  when,  and  where,  you  firat  sav 
the  letter  signed  A.  Arbuthnot,  dated  April  2,  1818,  referred  to  in 
the  first  specification,  and  the  second  charge? 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  April,  a  black  man  who  said  he  had 
received  it  from  an  Indian,  gave  it  to  Mr.  Axnbrister,  whom  I  um 
reading  it. 


[14] 


14S 


Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  by  what  means  that  let* 
ter  was  conveyed  to  Suwany? 

Answer.  I  understood  by  an  Indian,  who  was  sent  from  fort 
St.  Marks. 

Quesdon  by  the  court.  Who  paid  the  Indian  for  carrying  the 
letter,  referred  to  in  tRe  last  interrogatory^ 

Answer.    I  do  not  know. 

Qu^tion  by  the  court.  What  steps  were  taken  by  the  negroes 
and  Indians,  on  the  receipt  of  the  letter^ 

Answer.  They  first  believed  the  bearer  to  be  an  enemy,  and 
confined  him,but  learning  the  contrary  began  to  prepare  for  the  enemy, 
and  the  removal  of  their  families  and  effects  across  the  river:  the  In- 
dians lived  on  the  opposite  side. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  the  Indians  and  negroes  act  togeth- 
er in  the  performance  of  military  duty? 

Answer.     No.    But  they  always  said  they  would  fight  together. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  not  Nero  command  the  blacks,  and 
did  not  Boleg  own  Nero,  and  was  not  the  latter  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Bolegs? 

Answer.  Nero  commanded  the  blacks,  and  was  pwned  and  com* 
manded  by  Bolegs;  but  ther^  were  some  negro  captains  who  obeyed 
none  but  Nero. 

Question  by  the  c^urt.  What  vessel  brought  to  Suwany  the  am- 
munition, which  you  said  was  sold  by  the  prisoner  to  the  Indians  and 
tiegroes? 

Answer.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lying  at  this  wharf;  she  is 
a  fore^topsail  vessel,  belonging  to  the  prisoner. 

The  witness  also  identified  to  the  manuscript  of  the  prisoner,  op 
the  foUcfwing  documents,  viv:  No.  1 ,  granting  him  full  power  to  act 
in  all  cases  for  the  Indians,  as  recorded  before,  and  also  a  letter  with- 
out signature,  to  the  governor  of  St.  Augustine,  numbered  2;  and  fur* 
ther,  a  le\ter  without  date  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  Indian  agent,  number*' 
ed  3;  an  unsigne  dpetition  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  to 
governor  Cameron,  praying  his  aid  in  men  and  munitions  of  war, 
numbered  4 — all  of  w.hich  the  witness  stated  to  be  in  the  hand  writ* 
ing  of  the  prisoner. 


No.  «. 

Supposed  to  be  for  Bolegs  to  the  governor  ofSft.  Jiugusfine. 

Tip  his  excelkncu  Don  Jose  Copingee. 

To  his  excellency 9  to  James  Green  govertiar  8t.  Augustine^ 

SIB^ 

I  had  Ofe  honor  of  rttoeiiring  yoi^  letQAr  of  Septembef ,  but  the 


144  [Uj 

imposibiUty  of  finding  a  person  to  write  an  answer  to  the  samtUtbe 
cause  of  this  apparent  neglect. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  understanding  and  cor* 
respondence  with  you,  and  hope  you  will, when  occasion  omn,  adirist 
me  of  such  things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people.    Mj 
warriors  and  others  that  go  to  Augustine^  return  with  false  reports 
tending  to  harrass  and  distress  my  people,  and  preventing  tbem  from 
attending  to  their  usual  avocations*     At  one  time  the  Americans  and 
upper  Indians,  supported  by  a  force  of  about  90OO  men, were  manii^ 
lines  far  within  the  Indian  territory;  at  another  tin^ie  are  collectiogs 
force  at  fort  Mitchell  in  the  forks  of  Flint  and  Chattahoochy  riyerstD 
fall  on  the  towns  below.     No\r^sir,  we  know  of  no  reason  the  Ame- 
ricans can  have  to  attack  us,  an  inoffensive  and  unoffendmg  people. 
TVe  have  none  of  their  slaves,  we  have  taken  none  of  their  property 
^ince  the  Americans  made  peace  with  our  good  fother.  King  George. 
We  navt  followed  the  orders  of  his  ofEcerthat  was  with  us,  Heutea- 
ant  colonel  Edward  Nicholas)  and  in  nowise  molested  the  Americaoir 
though  we  daily  see  them  encroaching  on  our  territory,  stealing  our 
cattle  and  murdering  and  carrying  oflf  our  people.     That  same  oficer 
also  told  us,  we  allies  to  the  great  king  our  father,  were  included  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  our  good  fatker  and  the    Antericans,  mi 
that  the  latter  were  to  give  up  al  the  territory  that  had    been  ukea 
from  us  before  and  during  thi:  war.     Tet  so  far  from  complying  wiib 
the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty,  they  are  daily  making  encroachoteati 
on  our  land,  getting  persons  who   are  not   known  to  the  chie&,  ami 
without  any  power  or  authority^  to  grant  and  sign  over  lands  to  them. 
Thus  they  deceive  the  world  and  make  our  very  friends  believe  wc 
are  in  league  with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nationiwith  the  head  warriorsi  assem- 
bled at  my  town,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  in- 
forming the  British  minister  at  Washington  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Americans  and  the  officers  of  their  government  to* 
wards  us;  it  has  been  done  accordingly,  and  copies  sent  to  Enghnd* 
We  demand  of  the  king,  our  father,  to  fix  some  of  his  people  among 
us,  who  may  inform  him  from  time  to  time,  of  what  is  passing,  and 
see  the  Americans  do  not  extend  themselves  on  our  lands.  The  Spa- 
nish subjects  in  the  Floridas  are  too  much  in  the  interests  of  die 
Americans  to  be  our  friends.  For  the  governors  I  shall  always  enter* 
tain  the  greatest  regard,  but  for  the  people,  they  do  not  act  so  as  to 
merit  any  esteem  and  protection.  You  desire  I  would  chase  those 
marauders  who  steal  my  cattle,  my  people  have  lately  driven  some 
Americans  from  Lahhewary,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the. A^cricuis  will 
hold  of  this  as  a  pretext  to  make  war  on  us  as  they  have  before  done, 
in  stating  we  harbor  their  runaway  sljtvesi 
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\      Generai  Mitchell^  Agent  for  Indian  Affmrs^ 

tot. 

King  Ebtchy,  Aie  head  chief  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  h^ 
taUed  on  me  to  request  I  woald  represent  to  you  the  cruel  and  op- 
ptessive  conduct  of  the  American  people,Uving  on  the  borders  of  the 
Indian  nation,and  which  he  was  in  hopes,  frotn  a  talk  you  were  pleas« 
4:d  to  send  him  some  weeks  since,  would  have  had  put  a  stop  to,  and 
peace  restored  between  the  Indiads  and  American  people.  But  far 
from  any  stop  being  put  to  their  inroads  and  encroachments,  they  are 
pouring  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time:  not  only  from  the  land  side,  but 
ascending  the  Appalachicola  in  vessel  loads;  thus  the  Indians  have 
been  compelled  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of 
lawless  invaders.  Tour  known  pbilanthrophy  and  good  will  to  the 
Indians,  induces  the  head  chiefs  to  hope  that  you  will  loose  no  time 
in  using  your  influence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their  lands, 
knd  order  that  those  who  have  already  presumed  to  seize  our  fields 
may  retire  therefrom. 

The  Indians  have  seized  two  persons  they  think  have  been 
greatly  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Americans  upon  them,  and  they 
are  now  in  their  possession  as  prisoners.  It  is  even  reported  they 
have  made  sales  r)f  Indian  lands  without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or 
approbation  of  thechkfs  of  the  nation;  and  from  their  long  residence 
in  the  nation,  and  the  great  influence  the  one  of  those  people  former* 
ly  enjoyed  among  the  chiefs,  as  their  chief,  there  is  some  reason  to 
believe  he  has  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct  to    the  Indian  nation. 


No.  4. 

TOUionofih^  OkiefBoftkeLomer  Creek  MHon,  to  Ootmor  CflHtemHw 

We,  the  undersigned,  deputed  by  the  chief  of  the  Creek  Nation,  to 
wait  on  your  ciceilency  and  lay  before  you  their  heavy  complaints.  To 
the  Engfish  we  havq  always  looked  iip  to  as  friends,  as  protectors;  and  6a 
them  we  now  call  to  aid  us  in  repelling  the  approaches  of  the  Americans, 
who,  regardless  of  treaties,  are  daily  seizing  our  lands^  and  robbing  our 
people;  they  have.atreadj  built  seven  forts  g^ur  land;  they  are  mut^ing 

19        ,^         * 
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roads  and  running  Uneffinto  the  very  heart  of  our  country;  and  witboat 
the  interferance  oT  the  Ei^lisby  we  shall  soon  be  driven  from  the  land  wt 
inhabited  from  our  forefathers. 

Tlie  Americans  tell  us,  the  English  will  re8:ard  us  no  more,  and  we 
had  better  submit  to  them;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  their  shackles.and  wiU 
rather  die  in  defence  of  our  country. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the  English  and  Amiericans,  we  were 
told  by  lieutcoL  Nichols,  that  the  Americans  wer6  to  ^ve  up  our  lands 
t&ey  had  taken,  and  we  were  desired  to  live  quietly  and  peaceably^a  no- 
wise molesting  the  Americans:  we  have  strictly  followed  those  orders; 
but  the  Americans  have  not  complied  with  the  treaty.  Col.  Nichols  left 
Mr.  Hambly  in  charge  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  BluS^  wi£h  orders  to  heir 
us  if  any  cause  of  complaint,  and  represent  the  same  to  the  British  «► 
verunreut;  but  he  turned  traitor,  and  brought  the  Americans  down  on  fte 
fort,  which  was  blown  up,  and  many  of  our  red  bretheren  destroyed  in  it 
The  ammunition  stores,  intended  for  our  use,  were  either  destroyed  or 
taken  oft*  by  the  Americans.  We  have  sent  several  messen^i^erB  to  inform 
your  excellency  of  these  proceedings  of  the  Americans,  but  they  hate 
never  returned  to  us  with  an  answer.  Three  of  oar  red  bretheren  have 
lately  been  killed  by  tlie  Americans,  while  hunting  on  our  laiids^and  thcj 
threaten  to  attack  the  towns  of  Mickasuky  and  Sa]iwalinee»  the  only  two 
large  towns  left  us  in  the  Creek  Nation;  and  without  aid  from  your  excel- 
lency, we  cannot  repel  their  attack.  We  are  therefore  depicted  to  de- 
mand of  your  excellency,  tlie  assistance  of  troops  and  ammunition,  tl^t 
we  may  be  al^le  effectually  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  Americans  and  pre- 
vent their  further  encroachments;  and  if  we  return  without  assistance,  the 
Americans,  who  have  their  spies  among  us,  will  the  more  quickly  come 
upon  us.  We  most  humbly  pi-ay  your  excellency  will  send  such  a  force 
as  will  be  respected  and  make  us  respectable. 


(The  following  endorsed  on  tlie  foregoing.) 

Charles  Cameron,  Esq,  Qovemar,  C&rnmander  in  Chief,  ^c»  ^e.  A'c. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency,  tlie  necessity  of  mj 
■gain  returning  to  the  Indian  nation,  with  the  deputies  from  tlie  chaefiir 
and  as  my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  defrayed  by  permission  to 
take  goods  to  dispose  of  amon^  them,  I  pray  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  me  such  a  letter  or  license,  as  prevent  me  from  being 
captured^  in  case  ^1'  ij^eetxnu^n'f  ^^^slixUVv  ct\xviAc  <ia  the  coast  of  Florida. 
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The  coart  adjourned  to  meet  tq-morrow  moniingy  at  seven  o'clock. 

FoH  8t.  Marks,  ^th  Jipril,  1818. 
The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment    Present, 
JIajar  General  B-  P.  GAINES,  President. 
Members. 
Col.  King,  Col.  Dver, 

Col.  WilYiams,  Lt  Col.  Lindsay, 

Lt  Col.  Gibson,  Lt.  Col.  Elliott, 

Major  Muhlenberg*  Major  Panning, 

Major  Montgomery,  Major  Miuton, 

Capt.  Vashon,  Capt  Crittenden. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder. 

When  the  furtiier  examination  of  the  witness,  Peter  B.  Cook,  took 
fmce,  viz: 

Question  bj  the  Prisoner.    How  long  have  jou  been  acquainted  with 
m  settlements  on  the  Sahwahnee? 

Answer.    Between  six  and  seven  months. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.    For  what  term  of  years  did  you  engage 
Jive  with  the  prisoner? 

Answer.    For  no  stated  period;  I  was  taken  by  the  year. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner*     Were  you  not  discharged  by  the  prisoner, 
"xn  his  employ? 

Answer.    He  told  me  he  had  no  further  use  for  me  after  I  had  written 
"    letters  to  Providence. 

Question.    Where  did  you  stay  after  you  were  discharged? 

Answer.    I  staid  in  a  small  hou&e  belonging  to  a  boy,  called  St  John, 
K  er  the  protection  of  Nero. 

Question.    What  was  the  subject  matter  of  the  letters  you  wrote  to 
■r^dence? 

Answer.    After  being  refused  by  the  prisoner,  a  small  venture  to 
^Tidence,  I  wrote  to  my  friends  for  the  means  to  trade  by  myself. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.    Oo  you  believe  the  prisoner  had  know- 
C^  of  the  ventures  beinx  on  board  the  schooner? 

Answer.    I  do  not  believe  he  did;  it  was  small,  and  in  my  trunk. 
^Question  by  the  Prisoner.    Do  you  know  that  Ambrister  was  the 
a.-^  of  the  prisoner? 
Answer.   I  do  not 

^l2aestion.    Do  you  think  that  the  powder  and  lead  shipped,  would 
^  tnan  supply  the  Indian  and  negro  hunters? 

Qswer.    I  did  not  see  the  powder  and  lead  myself,  but  was  told  Inr 

js  thathiJiadAgreat  quantity;  he  had  thre^  keeping  to  fight  witn. 

^u^stion.    Didthe  Indians  reside  on  the  east  siile  of  the  river? 

"  nswer.    They  did. 
^^.Hestion.    You  were  asked  if  the  neajroes  and  Indians,  when  the 
"^    marked  A,  was  communicated,  they  aid  not  take  up  arms;  had  they 
•^^d  information  of  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  at  Mickasuky,  prior  to 


^^^Jiswer.  It  was  afterwards,  I  believe,  they  received  the  informatio 


Question.    Did  not  Bowlegs  keep  other  powder  tluui  th 

the  prisoner? 

Answer.    He  had  some  he  got  from  the  Bluff,  which 
done;'he  said  his  hunters  were  always  bothering  him  about  pc 
Question.    Drd  you  state  that,  at  the  time  Ariiibrigtor  ti 
river,  there  was  no  other  vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river? 
Answer.    There  Was  none  other  there;  there  was  one  had 
Question.    There  is  a  letter  A,  spoken  of,   how  da  joo 
the  son  of  the  prisoner  had  that  letter  in  his  possession? 

An&wcr.    I  saw  him  with  it,  which  he  dropped;  and  a 
John,  picked  up  and  gave  it  to  me. 

Question.    You  stated  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  dov 
delity  of  the  prispner,  in  sending  letters  to  the   Prince  Rege 
think  the  prisoner  would  have  been  punished  bj  them,  had  h 
plied  with  their  wishes? 
ij  Answer.    I  do  not  know. 

h  Question.    Do  you  believe  the  prisoner  was  compelled  I 

l!  Indian  communications? 

j,  Answer.    He  was  not  compelled. 

,^  William  Hambly,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu 

duly  sworn,  and  commencing  a  statement  of  what  he  beard  thi 

J   ;  and  the  prisoner  objecting  to  hearsay  evidence  of  that    kind, 

,   fi  was  cleared,  in  order  to  take  the  cjuestion; .  when   thej  decidi 

'  ^1  prisoner's   objections  was  not  valid.    The  witness  was  there 

f  led,  and  stated,  that  fifteen  or  twenty  days  after  the  prisoner 

Ochlochnee,  the  Seminole  Indians  began  to  steal  horses  fW)m  i 

States*  settlements,  and  committed  murders  on  the  Satilla  r 

he  was  informed  by  them,  M;as  at  the  instigation  of  the  prisone 

,  The  chiefs  of  the  little  vilin^es,  in  witnesses  neigbDorhoo< 

sired  him  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the  prisoner,  stating  those  r« 

[  that  he  did  not  know  that  those  Indians  he  Was  exciting,  had 

^ :  outlawed,  and  cautioned  him  against  such  proceedings,  or  he 

involved  in  their  ruin;  this  the  witness  did,  when  the  prisoner  n 

long  and  insulting  letter,  which  was  lost;  upbraiding  the  witnes 

ing  those  Indians  outlaws,  and  accusing  him  of  exciting  the 

cruel  war.    The  \vitness  Mas  told  by  chiefs  and  Indians, who  ha 

prisoner,  ihfiX  he  advised  them  to  go  to  war  with  the  Unitetl 

they  did  not  surrender  them  the  lands  which  had  been  taken  fi 

and  that  the  British  governmenf  would  support  them  in  it 

The  Indians  that  took  the  witness^  and  a  certain  Mr.  Ihj 
ers,  which  happened  on  the  t3th  December  last,  told  them  it  ^ 
prisoner's  oraer;  and  on  their  arrival  at  Mickasuky,  (as  priso 
Hijah^  and  all  his  chiefs  told  them,  it  was  by  the  prisoner  oi 
were  taken  and  robbed.  On  their  arrival  at  Suwafiv,  th«[  we 
the  Indians  and  negro  c1iiefs,who  set  in  council  l^ferHieRi 

{•risoncr  had  advised  that  he  should  be  given  up  to  five  or  si^ 
ndians,  who  were  saved  from  the  negrorfort,  who  would  re?« 
selves  for  the  loss  of  their  friends  at  that  place.  On  their  n 
Suwany,  the  chief  king,  Hijah,told  them,  that  he  had  got  me  ] 
write  several  letters  tor  him;  one  to  the  governor  of  Rpoviden 
the  British  minister  at  Washington;  one  to  the  secretary  rf  »tj 
4^onv  aivi  OYi^  ^^t  \.\\^  American  agent  for  Indian  aCidrsi^  protefl 
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IM  proceedin^rg  of  the  caminaiidiii^  ofic«p  at  fori  Scott  AVkiH  tkf  wit- 
ness was  at  Suwany,  the  Indian  ckiefe  told  kim  tkat  tke  ^isoti^r  kad  ar* 
rived  at  that  place,  witk  ten  kees  of  powder  on  board  kts  vessel,  and, 
wkilst  at  fort  8t  Marks,  semetin^e  in  Marck,  HilHskajo,  or  Francis, 
bi'oudit  an  order  from  the  prisoner  to  tke  commandant,  for  two  kegs 
powder,  witk  other  artictels,  which  were  in  his  possession. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  any  murders  or  depredations  com- 
mitted  on  the  white  settlements  by  tlie  Indians,  previous  to  the  prisoners 
arrival.at  Ocklocknee? 

Answer.  None  except  one  murder  at  fort  Gaines,  which  was  be- 
fore or  about  .&e  time  of  the  prisoner's  arrival. 

Question.    How  long  have  you  resided  amon^the  Indians;  state  to 
tke  court  whether  you  are  acquainted  witli-lhe  Indian  language,  and  how 
^long  since  you  learned  it? 

Answer.    I  have  resided  ambng  them  14  years,  and  have  ijnderstood 
^  their  language  12  years. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  Seminoles  would  have  commenced 
the  business  of  muraer  and  depredations  on  the  white  settlements,  had  it 
not  been  at  the  instigation  of  tne  prisoner,  and  a  promise  on  his  part  of 
British  protection? 

Answer-  I  do  not  believe  they  would,  without  they  had  been  as- 
sured of  B)*itisk  protection* 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  light  in  which  the  prisoner 
was  viewed  by  the  hostile  Seminoles.  Was  it  that  of  an  authorized 
agent  of  the  British  government? 

Answer-  The  aiflfetent  chiefs  always  represented  him  to  me  as 
such.  ■  ,^ 

The  witness  recop;nized  the  letter  marked  G,  and  signed  A.  Arbutli- 
not,  as  being  a  copy  of  the  one  alluded  to  in  his  testimony,  as  lost 

Question  by  tke  Prisoner.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  prisoner's 
handwriting?       .    .       • 

Answer*    I  have  seen  it,  but  cannot  say  I  am  acquainted  with  it. 

Question.  Is  that  which  you  have  ju:it  seeip,  and  say  is  the  copy  of 
the  one  ypu  lost,  tiie  prisoner's  hand  writing? 

Answer.  It  looks  to  be  his  hand  writing;  but  t  cannot  say  positive!  vl 

Question.  Was  the  prisoner  considered  a/  the  agent  of  the  Semi- 
noles, at  the  tvxi^  those  murders  were  committeil? 

Answer.  I  had  not  seen  the  prisoner  at  t/tat  time;  the  Indian  chiefs 
*told  me  that  the  prisoner  bad  reported  himself  to  them  as  an  English 
agent 

Question.  Where  did  you  understand  the  prisoner  to  be,  when  yoa. 
were  taken  prisoner? 

Answer.  The  Indians  told  us  tkat  he  had  ^ne  over  to  Providence, 
but  was  expected  back  by  the  time  we  should  arrive  at  Suwany. 

Question.  Did  you  not  request  king  Hijah,  to  prevad  upon  the 
prisoner  to  give  vou  a  passage  in  his  schooner  to  Providence? 

Answer.    Yes;  but  was  told  that  the  prisoner  refused  it,  stating  that 
if  we  were  forced  upon  him,  he  would  blind  fold  us  and  make  us  walk    ' 
overboard. 

Question.    What  were  the  reasons  given  by  king  Hijah,  for  the  pri-  I 
8onei-*s  not  granting  your  request?  j 
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Annfer.  King  Hijah  stated  that  tiie  prifloner  wms  fearM  ofmittl^ 
with  an  American  veseeU  where  we  should  be  taken  out  md  he  theittijr 
loose  his  Schooner. 

Edmund  Dojle,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  beiB|^  duly 
avom,  was  questioned  as  follows: 

<^estion  hj  the  Judge.  Advocate.  Do  you  know  any  thine  Hmt  would 
liea4  to  substantiate  the  charges  against  the  prisoner  now  before  yooi 

Answer.    I  know  nothing  but  from  common  report    . 

William  Fulton,  an  evidence  in  the  present  prosecution,  beii^  dnlr 
sworn,  testi^ed  the  copy  of  the  letters  from  A.  Arbu^not,  to  genena 
Mitchell,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  dated  Suwany,  19th  Januarj,  1818,  and 
marked  No^  6,  as  acknowledged  by  the  prisoner,  to  the  same  in  sobstance; 
as  one  written  by  himself  at  that  time;  an  extract  from  the  letter  waa 
then  read. 


No.  6. 

Sxtraei  from  a  letter,  written  hy  A.  ArhMinot,  to  Qeneral  MUckM 
American  Agent  for  the  Creek  MUion  of  Indians,  daUtd^ 

Shwahnee,  19th  Januanf,  1818 

In  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  unforfn- 
nate  Indians,  believe  me  I  have  no  wish,  but  to  see  an  end  put  to  a  war, 
which  if  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eventually  be  their  ruin,  and  as  thej 
were  not  the  aggressors;  if  in  the  height  of  their  raee,  they  committed  anr 
excesses,  that  you  will  tverlook  them,  as  the  just  ebullitions  of  an  indig- 
naiit  spirit  agamst  an  invading  foe. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c 

(Signed)  A,  AKBUTHNOT. 


By  order  of  king  Hyah  and  Bolegs,  acting  for  themselves  and  the 
'.  other  chiefs.  * 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Where  did  the  prisoner  acknowledge  tbe 
letter  just  read,  to  be  a  copy  of  the  one  written  by  himself? 
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Answer.  In  fhe  encampment  before  this  place,  about  the  6th  or  7(h 
instant. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Was  not  the  acknowledgement  when  he 
was  a  prisoner? 

Answer.    It  was. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Did  you  hear  a  gentleman  say  to  the  pri- 
soner, whilst  in  custody,  that  those  who  recommended  the  scalping  knife 
and  tomahawk,  should  feel  their  keenest  edge? 

Answer.  I  did  hear  a  gentleman  say,  that  those  who  excited  the 
Indians  to  the  murder  of  the  unoffending,  should  feel  the  keeqest  edge  of 
the  scalping  knife;  but  as  well  as  I  recollect,  that  observation  was  not 
made  until  after  the  repeated  acknowledgements  of  the  prisoner,  of  hav- 
ing written  the  letter. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Was  not  the  confession  of  the  prisoner  to 
this  letter  made  voluntarily  and  without  any  constraint  whatever? 

Answer.    I  conceive  it  was. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  being  closed,  the  prisoner 
requested  as  a  witness,  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  as  one  of  his  witnesses, 
against  whom  criminal  charges  had  been  filed  and  who  was  in  custody  on 
account  thereof;  to  which  the  judge  advocate  objecting,  the  court  was 
cleared  to  take  its  sense — when  it  was  decided  that  Robert  C.  Ambrister, 
now  in  custody  for  similar  offences  with  the  prisoner,  cannot  be  examined 
as  evidence  before  this  court 

John  Lewis  Phenix,  a  previous  witness,  now  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
soner, being  again  sworn,  was  questioned  as  follows,  viz: 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Was  there  any  other  vessel  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sahwahnee  river,  when  Ambrister  seized  your  schooner? 

Answer.    Yes. 

Question.  What  vessel  was  it?  Was  it  not  the  vessel  which  Ambris- , 
ter  came  in? 

Answer.    It  was  a  isloop,  and  I  understood  Ambrister  came  in  her. 

Question.  Did  Ambrister  ever  mention  to  you,  who  recommended 
him  to  seize  the  prisoner's  schooner,  or  ¥rho  assisted  him  in  stimulating 
the  negroes  to  do  so? 

Answer.    No.  I  understood  he  came  on  board  of  his  own  accord. 

Question  by  the  Court  Have  you,  since  you  commanded  the  pri- 
soner's vessel,  ever  brought  any  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country? 

Answer.  No.  I  brought  a  quantity  of  lead  and  ten  kegs  of  powder  in 
the  last  trip. 

John  Winslett,  a  former  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
being  recalled  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  was  questioned  as  follows,  viz. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  letter 
which  you  say  was  written  by  the  prisoner  to  the  Little  Prince,  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Little  rrince? 

Answer.  After  readins  it  I  returned  it  to  him,  and  believe  it  to  be 
sJtiU  in  his  possession,  as  Indians  seldom  destroy  papers  of  that  kind. 

The  prisoner  requesting  some  time  to  make  up  his  defence,  he  was 
^ven  until  to-morrow  evening^  at  4  o'clock. 


I 
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Fart  »t.  Jiiarks,  Q8th  cf  JftU^  4  o^clock^  T.  M. 

The  recorder  having  read  over  the  proceedings  of  the  amYi  irA 
closed  doors,  tne  prisoner  was  recalled  int6  court,  dnd  madfc  the^efence 
marked  K,  and  attached  to  these  proceedings.  The  dodrs  #ere  ti^ 
closed,  and  after  most  mature  deliberation  on  the  evidence  ik^dilc^d,  the 
court  find  the  pHsoner,  Mexdnder  Arhuthnot,  ^lYiy  of  the  first  s^ifi- 
cation  to  the  first  charge,  and  guilty  of  the  first  charge;  gutlty  «C  ihe 
first  and  second  8|)ecification«i  to  the  second  charge,  and  guiltr  of  tU 
second  chat*ge,  leaving  out  the  wohls  "kttinsas  a  spy."  They  dierefort 
do,  on  the  most  mature  reflection,  sentence  uie  prisoner,  AleSctmder  Jh- 
buthmt,  to  be  suspended  by  the  neck,  until  he  U  dead,  two-thirds  of  the 
court  concurring.  • 


(Signed) 


(Signed) 


J.  M.  GLASSELL, 

Edcordigt. 


ffi)MUND  P.  GAINES. 
Major  G4n»rnl  by  BrevH, 
J^resideMoftheCwut 


.i      ,  if 


K. 

DEFENCE. 

May  it  please  this  Honorable  Court 

The  prisoner  arraigned  before  you,  is  sensible  of  the  iBdulgence 
sranted  by  this  honorable  court  in  the  examination  of  the  case  now  be- 
fore them.  It  is  not  the  wish  of  the  prisoner  in  making  his  defence,  ti 
tire  the  patience  of  the  court,  by  a  minute  reference  to  tiie  yoIiwbmi 
document  and  papers,  or  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the  testinony  wind 
has  come  before  tne  honorable  court,  in  the  course  of  this  inTesogatiob 
Nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the  prisoner  to  waste  the  invaluable  time  of  tlui 
court,  by  appeals  to  their  feelings  or  sympathy.  Though  I  am  poniuM 
that  sympathy  no  where  more  abounds  than  in  a  generous  Americii 
breast  My  only  appeal  is  to  the  sound  and  impartial  j«dgment  of^ 
honorable  court,  the  purity  aiid.  uprightness  of  their  hearts,  that  ^ey  v9 
dispassionately  and  patiently  weigh  the  evidence  they  have  before  them 
apply  the  law;  and  on  these,  and  these  alone,  pronounce  their  jwli* 
ment  * 

If  tims  VvoiifmXA^  CQ^ti  -^^ease^  I  shall  now.  proceed  to  Aramma  die 
law  and  eV\4ence  l£yv%X.  \%  t^\^^  ^\l\s^  ^^E^Xusoast^SoJl^  court,  in  support  ^ 
the  first  cYiar^  sad  ^^cA^caV^yiu  ^^ 
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Winslett,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  pi^secution,  says,  the  Little 
Prince  shew  him  a  letter  written  in  June  last,  signed  A.  Arbathnot,  re- 
questing hi.9  friendship  with  the  lower  nation  of  Indians.  The  same  wit^ 
ness  stated  that  he  believed  the  letter  to  be  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Little  Prince.  Here,  may  it  please  this  honorable  court,  I  would  call 
their  attention  to  the  law  relating  to  evidence.  First,  presuming  that  the 
rules  of  evidence  are  the  same,  whether  in  civil  or  military  tribunals, 
M'Com.  99.  This  point  being  conceded,  the  next  inquiry  is,  what  are 
the  rules  of  evidence  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  letters  or  papers  of 
private  correspondence,  in  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction?  May  it  please 
this  honorable  court,  must  you  not  produce  the  original  letters  and  papers, 
if  they  are  not  lost  or  mislaid,  so  that  they  cannot  be  obtained;  and  in 
case  tney  are  lost,  proof  must  be  made  of  the  handwriting  being  tiie  same 
of  that  of  the  original,  before  they  can  be  received  as  evidenc^  M<Comb 
on  Courts  Martial,  Peake's  Eviaence,  Gilbert's  Law  of  Evidence.  No 
instance  can  be  cited  where  the  copy  of  a  letter  was  read  as  evidence, 
when  the  original  could  be  obtained,  much  less  the  giving  in  evidence  the 
contents  of  such  letter  from  bare  recollection.  The  only  proof  that  this 
honorable  court  has  of  the  existence  of  such  letter  being  in  the  hands  of 
any  person,  or  its  contents  being  known,  is  the  vagrant  memory  of  a 
vagrant  individual.  Make  this  a  rule  of  evidence,  and  I  ask  you  when 
would  implication,  construction,  and  invention,  stop?  Whose  property, 
whose  reputation,  and  whose  life  would  be  safe?  Here  I  would  beg  leave 
to  mention  a  remark  made  by  the  president  of  this  court,  in  the  course  of 
this  investigation,  which  was,  that  notwithstanding  the  letter  was  proved 
by  the  witness  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince,  that  this  court 
could  not  notice  that  circumstance,  because4here  was  no  means  by  which 
it  could  be  obtained.  I  would  aek  the  honorable  court  what  means  they 
have  adopted,  or  what  exertions  have  they  made,  to  procure  this  letter?  If 
the  honorable  court  please,  I  shall  here  close  the  defence  on  the  first 
charge  and  specification,  believing  that  they  are  neither  supported  by 
law  or  evidence. 

May  it  please  the  honorable  court,  I  will  now  come  to  the  second 
charge,  and  first  specification  of  that  charge.  In  support  of  this  charge 
and  specification,  the  evidence  is  ft  letter  written  to  my  son.  If  the 
court  please,  this  letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  my  property  at 
Sahwannee,  and  the  laree  debts  that  were  due  me  from  Bolegs  and  his 
people.  Nothing,  I  believe,  of  an  inflamating  nature,  can  be  found  on 
reauing  the  document  marked  A,  authorizing  the  opinion  that  I  was 
prompting  the  Indians  to  war.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  honorable  court 
will  examine  the  document  marked  A,  they  will  see  that  I  wished  to  lull 
their  fears  by  informing  them  that  it  was  the  negroes,  and  not  the  Indians, 
the  Americans  were  principally  moving  against  If  the  honorable  court  ^ 
please,  I  wi^l  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  second  s()ecification,  and 
here  close  my  defence.  In  proof  of  this  charge  the  court  have  before 
them  the  evidence  of  Hambly,Cook,  and  sundry  lettei-s  purporting  to  be 
written  by  myself  to  different  individuals.  May  it  please  the  court,  what 
does  Cook  prove?  Why,  that  I  hfid  ten  kegs  of  powder  at  Sahwahnee.  Let 
me  appeal  to  the  experience  of  this  court.  If  they  think  that  thia quantity 
of  powder  would  supply  one  thousand  Indians  and  an  equal  number  of 
blacks,  more  than  two  months,  for  hunting?  As  to  the  letters  named  in  this 
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specification,  m&y  it  please  the  court,  the  rales  of  eTidence  laid  ivwn  in 
the  first  part  of  this  defence,  will  applj  with  equal  force  in  the  fmeiit 
case. 

It  remains  now,  may  it  please  the  court,  to  saj  somediioi;  ai  ti 
Hamblj's  testimony;  and  may  it  please  this  honorable  court,^e  nfe 
laid  down  in  this  case  as  to  hearsay  evidence,  will  be  found  withoat  i 
precedent.  A  strong  case  was  stated  by  an  intelligent  member  of  fiBi 
court  on  the  examination  of  this  part  of  the  evidence;  that  is,  would  pv 
receive  as  testimony,  what  a  third  person  liad  said,  ^vho,  if  present,  jet 
would  reject  as  incompetent?  Apply  this  principle  to  the  present  cue, 
could  an  Indian  be  examined  on  oath  in  our  courts  of  judicature?  If  6ei 
the  testimony  of  savages  is  inadmissible,  Hambly  proves  nothing. 

Here,  may  it  please  this  honorable  court,  I  close  my  repfj  to  ik 
chaises  and  specifications  preferred  against  me,  being  fully  persuaied 
that,  should  there  be  cause  of  censure,  that  my  judges  wilif,  m  the  In- 
guage  of  the  law,  lean  to  the  side  of  merry. 


Continuation  of  the  Mnutes  of  Uie  Procetdings  of  a  Speeiml  dntf^r 
whereof  Major  General  Games  is  President,  convened  bv  order  ofikf 
»m  of  April,  1818.  ^  ^ 

Fort  8t.  Marks,  27th  ^j^ril,  1818. 

The  court  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C.  Ambristcr,  a  Britisfe 
subject,  who,  being  asked  if  he  had  any  objections  to  any  one  of  the  mea- 
bers  of  the  court,  and  replying  in  the  negative,  was  arraigned  on  die  fol- 
lowing chat-ges  and  specifications,  viz. 

Charges  a^nst  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  now  in  custody  who  says  k 
is  a  British  subject 

Charge  1st  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the  enemy,  suppljior 
of  war,  he  being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace 


them  with  means  ^  ^  ^  ^^ 

with  the  United  States,  and  lately  an'officer  in  the  British  cof^oiai 
marines. 

Specification  1st  That  the  said  Robert  C,  Ambrister,  did  give  in- 
telligence of  die  movements  and  operations  of  the  American  army  be- 
tween the  1st  and  20th  of  March,  1818,  and  did  excite  them  (the 
negroes  and  Indians)  to  war  against  the  army  of  the  United  States!  bj 
sending  their  warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  i^merican  army,  whoK 

fovemment  was  at  peace  and  friendship  with  the  United  Statei^'and  all 
er  citizens. 

Charge  2d«  Leadiii^and  commanding  the  Lower  Creeks,  in  carrv- 
mg  on  a  war  a%axu%l  \)ci^  vivAXj^d.  $>^\«::&. 
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Specification  Ist  That  the  said  Rdb^  C.  Ambrister,  a  anliject  of 
Great  jBritain,  which  government  was  in  peace  and  amitj  with  the^Unit* 
ed  States,  and  all  ker  citizens,  did,  between  the  first  of  February,  and* 
twentieth  of  March,  1818,  lev^  war  against  the  United  States,  by  assum- 
ing command  of  the  Indians,  m  hostintj  and  open  war  witli  the  United 
States,  and  ordering  a  party  of  them  to  meet  the  army  of  the  United 
States  and  c;ive  them  battle,  as  will  appear  by  his  letters  to  governor 
Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  dated  20th  March,  1818,  which  are  mark- 
(hI  a,  B,  C,  and  D.;  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Peter  B.  CoiriL,  and  captaiu 
HkwiB,  of  the  schooner  Chance. 

By  order  of  the  Court, 

(Signed)  J.  M.  6LASSELL, 

To  which  chaises  and  specifications,  pleaded  as  follows,  viz: 
To  the  first  charge  and  specification,  JW^  Guilty. 
.     To  the  second  charge  and  specification,  ChiiUif,  and  Justification. 
The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morroW  morning,  at  seven  o'clock. 


Fort  8t.  Marks,  mh  ApriU  I8I9, 
Tbe  court  met  pursuimt  to  adjournment    Present 
Major  General  GAINES,  President 

Members. 

Col.  I^ine,  Col.  Dyer, 

Col.  WiUiams,  Lt  Col.  Lindsay, 

Lt  Col.  Gibson,  Lt  Col.  Elliott 

Major  Muhlenberg,  Major  Fanning. 

Major  Montgomery,  Major  Minton, 

Capt  Yashon,  Capt  Crittenden. 

Lieut  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder. 

The  recorder  then  read  to  the  court  the  following  order,  to  wits 

Ilead  ^udrters.  Division  of  the  South, 

Adjutant  QentraVs  Office, 

St.  Marks,  2Sth  Jpril,  1818. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Capt  Allison  of  the  7th  Infantry,  is  detailed  to  form  a  supemume* 
rary  member  of  the  special  court  now  setting  at  Fort  St  Marks. 

By  order, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Mjutant  QeneraL 
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Parsnant  to  tbe  above  order,  ifae  supernumeituy  member  till  JUt 
seat 

John  Lewis  Fhenix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecntioB,  htaM 
duly  sworn,  stated:  that,  about  the  5th  or  6th  of  April,  1818,  his  vesad 
and  himself,  having  been  captured  by  the  prisoner,  and  he  broueht  to  S«- 
wanj  as  a  prisoner,  there  was  an  alarm  amon^  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
created  bj  learning  some  news  from  Mickasuky,  at  which  time  the  pri- 
soner appeared  active  in  sending  orders  and  sending  a  detachment  to 
meet  the  American  army. 

The  witness  also  stated,  that  the  prisoner  appeared  to  be  a  persflt 
vested  witli  authority,  amon§  the  negro  leaders,  and  give  orders  for  their 
preparation  for  war,  procuring  ammunition,  &c.  and  tiiat  the  leaden 
came  to  him  for  orders*  The  prisoner  furnished  them  with  powder  aod 
lead,  and  recommended  to  them  the  making  of  ball,  ^c.  very  quickly.  TVe 
witness  also  stated,  that  the  prisoner  occasionally  dressed  in  unifom, 
with  his  sword,  and  that  on  the  first  alarm,  which  he  understood  wasfrm 
Mickasuky  by  a  negro  woman,  he  put  on  his  uniform. 

The  witness  further  stated,  tnat  some  time  about  the  20th  Muck, 
1818,  the  prisoner,  with  an  armed  body  of  necroes,  (24  in  number,]  caae 
on  board  hVvessel  and  ordered  him  to  pilot  them  to  fort  St.  Marks,  which 
he  state^ie  intended  to  capture,  before  the  Americans  could  get  ther^ 
threatenmi;  to  hang  the  witness  if  he  did  not  obey. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  vou  ever  understand  by  whose  authority 
and  for  what  purpose  the  accused  came  into  the  country? 

Answer.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  say,  he  came  to  attend  tc  Mr. 
Woodbine's  business  at  the  bay  of  Tamper. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Did  1  not  tell  you  when  I  came  on  board 
the  schooner  Chance,  I  wished  you  to  pilot  me  to  St.  Marks,  as  I  was  is- 
fonned  that  two  Americans  by  the  name  of  Hambly  and  Doyle  were  con- 
fined there,  and  I  wished  to  have  them  relieved  from  their  confinement? 

Answer.    You  stated,  you  wanted  to  get  Hambly  and  Ooyle  from 
j     )  St  Marks;  I  do  not  know  what  were  your  intentions  in  so  doing. 

11  Question.    Did  I  not  tell  you  that  I  expected  the  Indians  would  fire 

upon  me  when  arriving  at  St  Marks. 

Answer.    You  did  not;  you  stated  that  you  intended  to  take  the  fort 
<  .    in  th^  night,  by  surprise. 

Question.  Did  y6u  see  me  give  ammunition  to  the  negroesi  and 
Indians;  if  ^q,  how  much  and  at  what  time?  ^ 

Answer.  I  saw  you  give  powder  and  lead  to  the  negroes,  when  you 
came  on  board,  and  advised  them  to  make  balls;  and  I  saw  you  give  liquor 
and  paint  to  tiie  Indians. 

Question.  Have  you  not  often  heard  me  say,  between  the  1st  and 
20th  of  April,  that  I  would  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  in  etcitihg  them  to  war  with  the  United  States? 

Answer.  About  the  I5th  of  April,  I  heard  you  say  you  would  i^ot 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  negroes  and  Indians.  I  heard  nothing  about 
exeiting  them  to  war. 

Question.    Can  you  read  writing? 

Answer.    Not  English  writing. 

,  Questjom    Did  you  not  hear  me  say,  when  arrtvii^  at  Suwany,  that 
I  wished  to  be  off  immediately  for  Providence?  *     • 
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Answer.  I  did  not;  after  the  alarmjou  said  you  wished  to  be  off  for 
Tamper. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  to  the  accused,  you  wished  to  visit  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  at  his  store  on  Suwany,  and  get  provisions  yourself? 

Answer.    I  did  not;  I  stated  I  wanted  provisions. 

Question.  Did  I  send  or  command  any  Indians  to  go  and  fight  the 
Americans?  ^ 

Answer.  I  did  not  exactly  know  that  you  sent  them;  the  Indians 
and  negroes  were  crowding  before  your  door,  and  you  were  dividii^  the 
paint,  &c.  among  them;  and  I  understood  a  party  was  going  to  marcn? 

Question.  Did  I  not  give  up  the  schooner  in  charge  to  you  as  captain? 

Answer.  After  our  return  fro]jn  Suwany  town,  you  directed  me  to 
take  charge  of  her  to  go  to  Tamper. 

John  J.  Arbuthnot,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn,  stated;  that  sometime  about  tlie  23d  March,  the  prisoner 
came  with  a  body  of  negroe8,partly  armed,  to  his  father's  store,  on  Suwany 
river,  and  told  tne  %vitness  that  he  had  come  to  do  justice  to  the  country, 
by  t^ing  the  goods  and  distributing  them  among  the  negroes  and  Indians; 
which  the  witness  saw  the  prisoner  do;  and  that  the  prisoner  stated  to  him. 
that  he  had  come  to  the  country  on  Woodbine's  business,  to  see  the  ne- 
groes righted.  The  witness  has  further  known  the  prisoner  to  give  orders 
to  the  negroes,  and  that  at  his  suggestion,  a  party  was  sent  from  Suwany 
to  meet  the  Americans,  to  give  tliem  battle;  which  party  returned  on 
meeting  the  Mickasuky  Indians  in  their  flight.  The  witness  also  testified 
to  the  following  letter,  marked  A,  and  referred  to  in  the  specification  of 
the  2d  charge,  as  the  writing  of  the  prisoner. 


A. 


Bobert  C.  JimUfrister  to  Governor  Cameron. 

March  20eA,  1818,  SaJiwahnee,  near  St.  Mark's  Fort* 
SIR, 

I  am  requested,  particularly  by  all  our  Indian  chiefs,  to  acquaint 
your  excellency,  that  the  Americans  has  commenced  hostilities  witii  , 
them  two  years  ago,  and  have  advanced  some  considerable  in  their  coun- 
try, and  are  now  making  daily  progress.  They  say  they  sent  a  number  of 
letters  to  your  excellency,  but  have  never  received  one  answer,  which 
midges  them  believe  that  ne  never  delivered  them,  and  will  oblige  them 
much  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  he  did  or  not  The  purport  of  the 
letters  were  be^ng  your  excellency  to  be  kind  enough  to  send  them 
itown  some  gunpowder,  muskets,  bails,  lead,  cannon,  occ.  as  they  arc 
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now  completelj  out  of  those  articles.  The  Americans  takj  niidi 
tfirough  the  whole  territory  in  one  month;  and  without  arms,  &c  &c.  ^ 
must  surrender.  HiUis  Haijo,  or  Francis,  the  Indian  chief,  the  one  that 
was  in  Endand,  tells  me  to  let  your  excellencj  know,  that  the  Priace 
Resent  told  him,  that  whenever  ne  wanted  ammunition*  that  jour  ex- 
cellencj  would  supply  with  as  much  as  he  wanted*  They  beg  me  to 
press  upon  your  excellency's  mind,  to  send  the  above  mentioned  articlet 
down  by  the  vessel  that  brings  this  to  you,  as  she  will  sail  for  this  place 
immediately,  and  let  the  Prince  Regent  know  of  their  situation.  Any 
letters  that  your  excellency  may  send  down,  be  good  enough  to  direct  t» 
me  as  they  have  great  dependence  in  my  writing.  Any  news  that  your 
excellency  may  have, respecting  them  and  Amenca>  will  be  doing  a  great 
favor  to  let  me  know,  that  I  may  send  ampng  them. 

There  is  now  a  very  large  body  of  Americans  and  Indians,  who,  I 
expect  will  attack  us  every  day,  and  God  only  knows  how  it  will  be  de- 
cided; but  I  must  only  say,  this  will  be  the  last  effort  with  us.  There  has 
been  a  body  of  Indians  gone  to  meet  them,  and  I  have  sent  another  party. 
I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the  favor  they  request 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  am,  Sir, 

With  due  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

[Signed]  ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTfiR. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Did  you  hear  me  say,  diat  I  came  an 
Woodbine's  business? 

Answer.    I  did. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Were  not  tlie  negroes  alhided  to,  it 
ArbuthnofS  store  before  I  arrived? 

Answer.    No,  you  came  with  them. 

Peter  B.  Book,'a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,,  being  duly 
sworn,  stated;  that  he  never  heard  the  prisoner  give  any  orders  to  negroes 
or  Indians;  that  the  prisoner  distributed  Arbuthnot's  ^ods,  and  also 
paint  to  the  negroes  and  Indians;  also  that  some  powder  was  brought 
from  the  vessel  to  Suwany  bj  the  prisoner,  and  distributed  amonv  the 
negroes  by  Nero.  Sometime  in  March,  the  prisoner  took  Arbuthnot^ 
schooner,  and  with  an  ai-med  party  of  negroes,  24  in  number,  set  out  for 
St  Marks,  for  the  pucpose  of  taking  Arbuthnot's  goods  at  that  place,  and 
stated,  that  he  would  compel  the  commandant  to  deliver  them  up.  On 
hearii^  of  the  approach  of  the  American  army,  the  prisoner  told  the  ne- 

froes  it  was  useless  to  run*  for  if  they  ran  any  further,  they  would  be 
riven  into  the  sea. 

The  prisoner  told  the  witness,  that  he  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
British  army,  under  col.  Nichols.  The  prisoner  was  sent  by  Woodbine 
to  Tamper,  to  see  about  those  negroes  he  had  left  there.  The  prisoner 
told  the  witness,  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  governor  Cameron,  for 
ammunition  for  the  Indians  sometime  in  March,  and  also  told  the  wit- 
ness, that  he  had  a  commission  in  the  Patriot  army,  under  M'Greror, 
and  tliat  he  had  expected  a  captaincy.  The  witness  testified  to  the  ToU 
lowing  letters,  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  referred  to  in  the  specifica- 
tion to  tlie  second  charge,  wiere  in  tlie  hand  writing  of  the  Prisoner,  and 
one  marked  E. 

(Note.  The  letter  marked  A^  is  copied  in  a  previous  part  of  the^e 
t)roceedings.^ 
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From  Robert  C.Ambrister  to  major  Edward  Xtchok. 

Swurnny  near  River  Jlppalaehkoki» 
DEAR  SIR,  *" 

FranciSyindall  the  Indian  chiefs,  having  requested  me  particular- 
ly to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Americsms  have  commenced  hostilities 
with  them  these  two  years  past,  and  are  making  daily  progress  in 
their  territory,  and  say  they  will  proceed,  lliat  you  are  the  only- 
friend  they  hav€  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  hope  that  you  exert 
yourself  in  their  behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  assistance  as  can  be  had: 
that  the  Americans  are  at  the  Forks  of  the  river  Appalachicola.  They 
have  written  a  number  of  times  to  England  and  Providence,  but  have 
never  received  one  answer;  they  expect  the  man  never  delivered  die 
letters;  but  they  have  full  hopes  in  my  writing,  They  request  you 
would  make  the  prince  regent  acquainted  with  their  deplorable  situ- 
ation. The  Americans  have  been  very  cruel  since  they  commenced, 
and  I  hope  you  will  loose  not  a  single  moment  in  forwarding  their 
views.  They  say,  they  will  be  exttemely  happy  to  see  you  out,  noth- 
ing would  give  them  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  you  out,  at  this  pre- 
sent time.  If  they  should  not  see  you,  to  send  them  out  ail  news 
and  directions,  that  they  may  -be  guided  by  it. 

There  is  about  three  hundred  blacks  at  this  place;  a  few  of  our 
Bluff  people;  they  beg  me  to  say,  they  depend  on  your  promises,  and 
expect  you  are  on  the  way  out.  I'h^y  have  stuck  to  the  cause^  and 
will  always  believe  in  the  faith  of  you,  and  any  directions  you  may 
g^e,  send  to  me  at  this  place,  and  I  will  do  what  lean. 

And  remain^  my  dear  sir, 

Moat  truly  yours, 

{Signed]  ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER, 

N.  B.  Francis  says,  you  must  bring  the  horses  when  you  come 
out  that  you  promised;  zsui  that  his  house  has  been  burnt  down,  axnl 
burnt  his  uoitorm  clothes. 

[Signed}  B.  A, 


M 
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From  Boiert  C»  Ambristcr  to  Governor  Camerotu 

Jdarch  20, 1819. 

SIR, 

I  am  requested,  particularly  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  tb  acquaint 
your  excellency,  that  the  Americans  have  commenced  hostitiues 
with  them  a  long  time  sincet  and  have  advanced  some  distance  ia 
their  territory,  and  are  still  continuing  to  advance*  ^^at  the  chieb 
of  Florida  have  sent  repeatedly  to  your  excellency,  md  have  never 
received  one  answer — they  suspectf  Mr.  Arbuthnot  has  never  deliv* 
ered  the  papers  to  your  excellency.  They  wish  me  to  state  to  yoa, 
that  they  are'  completdy  out  of  ammunition,  muskets,  &c  begiog 
your  excellency  will  be  pleased,  to  send  them  the  articles  abovemen« 
tioned,  with  a  few  cannon,  as  the  Americans  build  their  boats  so 
strong,  that  their  rifle  baUs  cannot  penetrate  their  sides.  The  captain 
of  the  vessel,  who  will  come  down  again,  I  have  given  orders  to 
make  your  excellency  acquainted  what  time  the  vessel  will  sail  for 
this  place.  Tour  excellency  will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the 
prince  regent  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  ask  for  assistance, 
which  they  have  pressed  me  very  hard  to  press  upon  youc  excellea- 
cy 's  mind;  and  likewise  to  send  them  down  what  news  may  be  respect- 
ing them,  and  the  country,  which  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  then. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


[Signed] 


ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTEIL 


N.  B.  They  beg  your  excellency  will  be  as  expeditious  as  possi- 
ble, that  your  excellency  is  the  only  dependence  they  have,  and  whoai 
the  prince  regent  told  them,  would  give  them  every  assistance  that 
hid  in  your  power. 

[Signed]  ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTEB. 


D. 

Trom  Sobcrt  C.  Jimbristcr  to  governor  Cameron^  &?c.  t:?c.  &?c. 

Sahwahneef  20/A  March^  1818. 
J^earjort  8i.  Marks. 
SIR, 

quaint  your  oxceWwicy  ^  ^%x  ^«^  ^'^  ^  ''•^  "^^^"^ ^^  Ks!c»Rx>sasMk^'«iw 
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hnvt  been  some  time  back;  that  they  are  in  great  dUtress  for  want 
of  amaiunttion»  balls,  arnos»  &c.  and  have  wrote  by  Mr.  Arbuthnof^ 
several  times,  but  they  suppose  he  never  delivers  the^n  to  your  ex- 
cellency;  you  will  oblige  them  much,  to  let  them  know  whether  he 
did  or  not. 

I  expect  the  Americans  and  Indians  wilt  attack  us  daily*  I  have 
sent  a  party  of  men  to  oppose  them.  They  beg  on  me  to  press  on 
your  excellency's  mind,  to  lay  the  situation  of  the  country  before  the 
prince  res;ent,  and  ask  for  assistance.  All  news  respecting  them, 
your  excellency  will  do  a  favor  to  let  us  know  by  the  first  opportuni- 
ty, that  I  may  make  them  acquainted.  I  have  given  directions  to  the 
captain,  to  let  your  excellency  know  when  the  vessel  will  sail  fordiis 
place.  I  hope  your  excellency  will  he  pleased  to  send  them  the  am- 
munition. I  expect  if  they  do  not  procure  some  very  shortly,  that 
the  Americans  will  march  through  the  country*  I  have  npthing^urr 
ther  to  add. 

I  am^  dear  sir^  your  mpst  obt.  hum.  servt. 

[Signed]  ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTEB« 


E. 

From  Robert  C.  Ambrister  to  Teter  JR.  Cook. 

•  Mouth  qfthe  river. 

DEAR  COOK, 

The  boat  arrived  here  about  three  o'elock  on  Thursday: 
the  wind  has  been  ahead  ever  since  I  have  been  down:  the  rudder  of 
the  vessel  is  in  a  bad  condition,  but  I  will  manage  to  have  it  done  S» 
night.  The  wind,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  be  fair  in  the  morning,  when  I 
will  get  underway,  and  make  all  possible  despatch.  I  will  make  old 
Lewis  pilot  me  safe.  If  those  Indians  don't  conduct  themselves 
straight,  I  would  use  rigorous  means  with  them.  Beware  of  Mr» 
Jerry;  I  found  him  on  board  when  I  came;  keep  a  good  look  out. 
I  have  sent  two  kegs  of  powder,  and  one  bar  of  lead. 

Tours,  &c. 
[Signed]  lU  At 

fuesday^Zo^cloci. 
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Questioit  bj  the  Prisoner.  Did  you  not  frequendy  hear  me  mft 
that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Indian3»  in  exciting  them  to 
«rar  with  the  United  Slates? 

Answer.    I  do  not  recollect. 

Question  by  the  Prisoner.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Lewb 
Fhenix«  and  have  you  not  heard  him  express  iU  will  against  me,  in 
consequence  of  my  wishing  him  to  pilot  me  to  St.  Marks? 

Answer.     I  never  did. 

Question  Do  you  know  my  sending  troops  at  any  time  to  fig^ 
against  the  United  Sutes;  and  have  I  not  been  constantly  with  you; 
so  that  you  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  if  there  had 
been  any  sent  by  me? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  They  might  have  been  sent  without  mj 
knowledge. 

Jacob  Hannon,  a  witnesi  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn .  that  some  time  in  the  latter  end  of  March  or  first  of  April, 
the  prisoner  took  possession  of  the  schooner  Chance,  with  an  armed 
party  of  negroes,  and  stated  his  intentions  of  taking  St.  Marks.  Oa 
nis  way  thither*  going  ashore,  he  learned  from  some  Indians,  that 
Arbuthnot  had  gone  to  St.  Marks,  which  induced  him  to  retunk 
The  wimess  also  stated,  that  while  the  prisoner  was  on  boardf  he  had 
complete  command  of  the  negroes,  who  considered  him  as  their  cap- 
tain, The  prisoner  took  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  up  towards  Suwa* 
ny,  which  consisted  of,  with  other  sriicles,  nine  kegs  of  powder,  and 
five  hundred  pounds  of  lead. 

^rhe  evidence  on  both  sides  being  closed,  thie  prisoner  was  al- 
lowed until  five  o'clock  this  evening  to  make  his  defence. 

The  time  allowed  the  prisoner,  for  the  preparation  of  hisde- 
fence  having  expired,  he  was  brought  before  the  court,  and  made  the 
defence  marked  M,  which  is  attached  to  these  proceedings. 

The  court  was  then  cleared,  and  the  proceedings  read  over  by 
the  recorder,  when,  after  due  deliberation  on  the  testimony  broogkt 
forward,  the  court  find  tKe  prisoner,  Bobert  C.  Ambria|erf  guilty  of 
so  much  of  the,  specification  tb  the  first  charge  aa  follows, 
via:  *«  And  did  excite  them  to  war  with  the  United  States,  by  seod> 
intt  their  warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  American  army,  he  being  a 
subject  of  great  Britain,  which  government  was  at  peace  amd  firieadp 
ship  with  uie  United  Sutes  and  all  her  citizens;"  but  not  guilty  of 
th^  other  part  of  the  specification;  guilty  of  the  first  charge;  giMlTf  of 
the  specification  of  the  second  charge;  and  guilty  €>f  d»e  aecvmi 
charge;  and  do  therefore  sentence  the  prisoner,  Robert  d  Ambrister, 
to  suffer  deaths  by  being  «Aor,  two*thirds  of  the  court  Goncurriag 
therein. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  court,  requesting  a  reconaideradoa 
of  his  vote  on  the  sentence,  the  sense  of  the  court  was  taken  thereon, 
and  deciding  in  the  affirmative,  when  the  vote  was  again  taken,  and 
the  court  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  receive  fifty  stripes  on  hia  bam 
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l^ck,  and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for  twelve 
calendar  months. 

The  court  adjourned  tine  die. 

[Signed]  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Maj.  Gen.  by  Brevet^  Pres.  of  the  Couff. 
[Signed]       J.  M«  Glasssll, 

Becorder. 


Defence  IVf  • 

Fort  St.  Marh^  AprU^Zth^  1818. 

The  United  States  ofJbnerka, 

vs. 
Bobert  Chrtsty  Jbnbrister^ 

Who  being  arraigned  before  a  special  court  martial,  upon  the 
following  charges,  to  wit: 

ist«  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting,  supplying  them  with  the 
floeans  of  war;  he  being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace  with  the 
United  States,  and  lately  an  officer  in  the  Blitish  colonial  marines. 

Charges  Sd.  Leading  and  commanding  the  lower  Creek  Indians, 
in  carrying  on  war  ag^nst  the  United  Sutes. 

To  the  first  charge,  the  prisoner  at.the  bar,  plead,  not  guilty;  and 
M  to  the  second  chMpe,h^  plead,  guilty,  and  justification.  The  pri« 
soner  at  the  bar,  feelf  grateful  to  this  honorable  court,  for  their  good* 
ness  in  giving  him  a  M^fficient  time  to  deliberate  and  arrange  his  de» 
fence  on  the  dbove  charges^ 

The  prisoner  at  the  bar,  here  avils  himself  of  die  opportunity  of 
ststing  to  this  court,  thtt,  inasmuch  as  the  testimony  which  wiis  in^ 
traduced  in  this  case,  was  very  explicit,  and  went  to  every  point  the 

Clsoner  could  wish;  he  has  nothing  hirther  to  offer  in  his  defence. 
It  puts  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  honorable  conrt. 

[Signed]  BOBEKT  C.  AMBRI8TER. 
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Bead  ^uarttrs^  Dhisiah  of  the  Souths 

Adjutant  GeneraVs  office^  Camp^four  mtUi 

north  ofSt.  Marksy  April  29th^  1818. 
GbKERAX  OfiDER. 

At  a  special  court  martial  commenced  on  the  26th  instanti  it 
St.  Marks,  and  continued  until  the  night  of  the  28th,  of  which  hretret 
major  general  E.  P.  Gaines  is  president,  was  tried  A.  Arbuthnot  oa 
the  following  charges  and  specifications,  viz: 

Charge  1st.  Exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Creek  Indians  to  wv 
agaitist  the  United  States  and  her  citizenK^  he,  A.  Arbuthnot  being  i 
subject  of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Charge  2d.  Acting  as  a  spy,  aiding,  abetting,  and  cooafortiDg 
the  enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  war. 

Charge  3d.  Exciting  the  Indians  to  murdei^  and  destroy  Wm. 
Bambly,  and  Edmund  Doyle,  confiscate  their  property,  and  causing 
Ifaetf  arrest  with  a  view  to  their  condemnation  to  death,  and  the  sei- 
zure of  their  propt;rty,  they  being  citizens  of  Spain,  on  accouotof 
their  active  and  zealous  exertions  to  maintain  peace  between  Spaii^ 
the  United  States,  and  the  Indians. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded,  not  guilty. 

The  court  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  evidence  adduced, 
find  the  prisoner,  A.  Arbuthnot,  guiltv  of  the  first  charge,  and  guilty 
of  the  second  charge,  leaving  out  the  words  **  acting  as  a  spy:"  and 
after  mature  reflection,  sentence  him,  A.  Arbuthnot,  to  be  suspended 
by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead* 

Was  also  tried  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  on  the  following  charge^ 
viz. 

Charge  1st.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the  enemy, and 
^supplying  them  with  the  means  of  war,  he  being  a  subject  of  Great 
JBriuin,  (who  are  at  peace  with  the  United  States,)  and  lau  aDoS- 
cer  in  the  British  colonial  marines. 

^       Charge  2d.  Leading  and  commanding  the  lower  Creek  Indians 
'in  carrying  on  a  war  against  the  United  States. 
[        To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  fisrt  chargCy  not  guilty.  To  the  second  charge,  guiky, 
.Und  justification. 

The  court  on  examinntion  of  Evidence,  and  on  mature  delibera* 
t\pn»find  that  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambrister,guiUy  of  the  first  and 
ise^nd  charges,  and  do  therefore  sentence  him  to  SMtkr  deaths  by  be- 
ing jAo/*  The  members  requesting  a  reconsideration  .of  the  vote  on 
this  sentence;  and  it  being  had,  they  sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive 
fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and  chain  to 
Imrd  labor,  for  twelve  callendar  months* 
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The  commanding  general  approves  the  finding  and  sentence  dt 
the  court,  in  the  case  of  A.  Arbuthnot;  and  approves  the  finding  and 
first  sentence  of  the  court  in  {he  case  of  Robert  C.  Ambrister;  and  dl8« 
approves  the  reconsideration  of  the  sentence  of  the  honorable  court 
in  this  case. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  and  pleading  of  the  prisoner,  that 
he  did  lead  and  command  within  the  territory  of  Spain,  (being  a  sub- 
ject of  Great  Britain,)  the  Indfians  in  war  against  the  United  Statti^ 
those  nations  being  at  peace.  It  is  an  established  principle  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  that  any  individual  of  a  nation,  making  war  against 
the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they  being  at.  peace,  forfeits  his  alle* 

fiance,  and  becomes  an   outlaw  and  pirate.     This  is  the  cas«  of 
tobert  Ct  Ambrister,  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  adduced. 

The  commanding  General  orders  that  brevet  major  A,  €•  W. 
Panning  of  the  corps  of  artillery  ,will  have,between  the  hours  of  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  by  he  neck  wit^  a 
rope,  until  he  is  dead;  and  Robert  C.  Ambrister  to  be  shot  to  deotk 
agreeably  to  the  sentence  of  the  court. 

*      John  Janies  Arbuthnot  will  be  furnished  with  a  passage  to  Pei(» 
sacola  by  the  first  vessel. 

The  special  court  of  which  brevet  major  general  £•  P.  Gaines 
Id  president,  is  dissolved. 

By  order  of  major  general  Jackson.     * 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Adjutant  OtnertiL 


■i  ■'« 
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REPORT 

9f  the  Cmminee  m  milUanf  affoars  on  the  petition  of  John  Qftter. 


DECEMBER  4, 181 8. 

|kad  sad  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-monrow. 


The  miUtary  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 

Cutter, 

REPORT; 

That  the  petitioner  shows  by  the  certificate  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general,  that  he  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  May,  1811,  for  five  years,  and  that  he  obtained  an  honorable 
discharge  at  the  end  of  that  time;  upon  this  certificate  he  prays  Con* 
gress  to  grant  him  a  bounty  in  land,  equal  to  that  granted  to  the  troops 
who  enlisted  after  Congress  passed  the  biw  granting  bind  bounties  to 
recruits*  The  committee  find  no  difference  between  the  condition  of 
the  petitioner  and  of  hundreds  of  others,  who  enlisted  in  the  same 
year,  and  the  years  1809  and  1 810,  as  they  also  had  to  complete  their 
service  in  a  time  of  war  which  was  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  their 
enlistment;  and  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Besohcdf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed. 


mi'i:.. 
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REPORT 


Of  the  Committee  oh  Prhaie  hand  ChhHs^  in  the  case  off.  C.  8.  Bar* 
iouff  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  hta  relief 


Deokmber  4,  1B18. 
R^iandwitfitbcbaicommittMltoaconunittee  of  the  whole  Hoi«f  on  Monday  ncxt« 

■     '  "- — "* 

'the  committee  on  private  land  daimSf  lo  whom  was  referred  the  pe« 
tition  of  Philip  C.  S.  Barbour,  have  had  the  samef  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  under  cojoiiderationi  and 
beg  leave  to  make  thereon  the  following 

REPORT: 

It  is  stated  by  the  petitkmer  in  lus  petitioB,  that  his  fiither,  Phi- 
lip Rarbour,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  served  as  a  captain  in  thi^ 
provincial  service  of  Great  Britain  dui'ing  her  war  in  America,  which 
terminated  in  1763 — ^That  his  father  went  to  the  then  colony  of  West 
Florida,  now  state  of  Missiasippi,  in  1768  and  located  there,  3000 
SKresof  land  by  virtue  of  warrants  obtained  from  the  governor  df 
West  Florida,  for  his  services  during  the  aforesaid  war;  had  the  samfe 
regularly  surveyed,  and  in  1770obuined  from  die  proper  authority 
grants  tnerefonl500  acres  of  which  w^re  located  at  the  confluence  of 
die  Bijp;  Black  or  little  TasOus  rivervand  the  Mississippi,  on  the  east 
aide  of  the  latter,  and  south  side  of  the  former,  on  which  tract  he  ioi* 
.  medfi^f^y  setded,  and  on  which  be  lived  until  the  commencement  of 
ijliev^^niencan  revolutionary  war;  when,  for  espousing  the  cause  of 
l^Jbeity,  he  became  obnipooioiM  to  the  British  go^emmentf .  by  the  or- 
der of  which  he  wasineasceratri  for  many  months,  and  all  his  per- 
sonal estate  facrificed  on  actount  of  his  attachment  to  his  country.—^ 
That  in  1789|  when  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  Spain  had  acquired  the  so- 
vereignty of  West  Florida,  to  tfaie  81st  degree  of  north  lattrude,  and 
claimed  the  territory  north  of  tfawt  line  including  his  1500  acre  tract. 


'  I: 


he  took  die  precmiUon  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  government  aeon* 
finnator^  grant  for  the  said  1500  acres  for  the  purpcwe  and  oadcr  the 
hope  of  securing  thereby  a  complete  indefeasible  title  thereto.  Thst 
in  17M  his  father  died  the  undisputed  proprietor  of  the  aaid  IfOO 
acres  of  Uuid,  leaving  the  petitionet  then  an  infant  only  aevcn  ytm 
old,  his  only  legal  heir  and  re presenutive.  Shortly  after  wtuchemt, 
CoL  James  Biffbour  of  Kentucky,  who  has  long  since  died,  was  sp- 
pointed  the  guardian  of  the  petitioner.  That  bis  aaid  i^itfdiaai  » 
ter  it  was  ascertained  that  the  country  including ^the  amid  IMOaOs 
tract  of  land,  was  within  the  jorisdictional  boundary  of  the  Unked 
States,  and  the  commissioners  were  appointed  to  suljuat  and  rqint 
on  certain  claims  to  land,  in  the  Mississippi  territory^  cmploycdl  i 
lawyer  of  that  country  named  Bullock  to  lay  before  the  oomnnssiaa- 
ers  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  to  the  said  150d  acrea  of  land  and  other 

I H  ]r  ]  tracts,  and  attend  to  the  proper  management  thereof!    That  the  uH 

lawyer  attended  to  the  claims  and  filed  them  with  the  consmissioam 
within  the  time  required  by  lawy  but  was  unable  to  exhibit  any  odier 

"^    {it  evidence  of  his  father's  title  than  the  surveys  and  warranta;  the  pstcot 

.■ff^^[  or  patents  having  been  removed  with  the  Florida  recorda  to  Eof^aad, 

or  lost,  so  diat  it  could  not  be  procured:  and  by  reason  of  the  desdi 

H  i     ^'1  of  the  said  lawyer  during  the  pendancy  of  the  claima  before  the  con- 

',  *.^  missionersy  and  of  his  said^^uardian  shortly  thereafter,  no  other  evi- 

dence of  his  father's  perfected  titles*  was  laid    before    the    ic^fmA- 
i  siooers,  who  for  want  of  such  evidence  as  the  law  required^/  h^edcrf 

the  aforesaid  claims:  and  that  lately  the  most  valtiable   part  of  the 
;  1500  acre  tract  has  been  sold  by  the  United  States*     Upon    tiki  esse 

thus  stated  and  for  the  reasons  thus  exhibited,  the  petitioner  9si?% 
interpositionof  Congress  to  susuin  the  prayer  for  rwef  as  to  the  ^bne 
HhO  acre  tracts  mentioned  in  the  petition,  there  is  no  satiafactbry  eti* 
dence,  upon  which  it  would  be  proper  for  Congreis  fin  the  opinion  of 
the  committee^  to  act.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that,  as  to  dicm, 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

But  in  regard  to  the  right  of  thepetitioner  to  the  relief  sought  for  in 
relation  to  his  1600  acre  tract,  the  commiuee  think  the  evidence  aaiph' 
sufficient.  Every  material  statement  made  by  the  petitioner  *  In  m 
petition,  is  substantiated  by  d)e  documentary  evidence  filed  there- 
with, to  the  entire  satis£iction  of  the  committee.  It  is  proven  by  Ae 
affidavit  of  the  late  Gov.  Wood  of  Virginia^  that  he  was  at  tfaeliOnse 
of  the  petitioner's  father  on  the  1500  acre  traa  On  the  Miaaia^ppi,  m 
1773,  thatthe  place  exhibited  the  appearance  of  several  yesrni' im- 
provement and  cultivation;  that  the  said  Barbour  had  heta  fiviog 
several  years  in  that  country,  and  informed  him  he  had  been  living 
on  the  farm,  on  which  he  then  livedo  for  some  years,  and  had  obtain^ 
from  the  British  g$>vernment  a  large  grant  including  it;  and  that  fran 
the  acknowledged  veracity  of  smd-f^tfbour  he  has  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  all  those  statements.  This  affidavit  is  corroborated  by  the 
verbal  declarations  of  the  Hon.  James  Barbour  of  the    SeoiM,whp 
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ibo  confirms  the  statementa  of  the  petitioner  in  his  petition,  «boot 
the  period  of  his  father's  death,  and  his  minority.  That  the  father 
ofthepetitiooer  had  a  grant  from  the  British  government  of  West 
Florida  for  1600  acres  of  Und  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Yazous  on 
the  river  Mississippi,  for  services  as  an  officer  during  the  provincial 
war  of  1763,  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Bullock,  the 
aforesaid  lawyer,  and  of  Judge  Bey  of  South  Carolina;  in  addition  to 
which  the  latter  states  that  it  was  generally  believed  that  the  grant 
ibr  said  land,  had  been  uken  to  England  on  the  transfer  of  Florida^ 
to  Spain  and  was  deposited  with  the  Florida  archives  in  the  Plantation 
office  at  liOndon.  If  additional  evidence  were  wanting  to  prove  the 
grant  of  the  I  BOO  acres,it  is  furnished  most  conclusively  by  the  certifi- 
ed copy  of  the  official  act  of  the  governor  and  counsel  of  West  Flort* 
da  in  177O9  which  graote  to  Philip  Barbour  the  1^00  acres  of  land 
mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  by  the  certified  abstract  of  the  British 
grants  in  West  Florida,  taken  from  the  records  of  Florida  and  fiU 
ed  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State,both  of  whioh  are  certified 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  accompany  this 
report. 

That  the  claim  to  the  isaoacre  tract  was  in  due  time  filed  with  the 
commissioners  and  was  rejected  by  them  for  want  of  the  grant  or  the 
transcript  from  the  colonial  records  of  West  Florida,appears  sufficient- 
ly  clear  from  the  letter  of  the  receiver  of  public  monevs  in  Misaissip« 
pi,  Park  Walton;  and  the  letters  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  in 
said  state,  Mr.  Clarke;  both  of  which  are  also  herewith  filed.  And 
thatallofdie8uidl500acres9that  is  of  much  value,  has  been  lately  sold 
by  the  United  States,  is  established  by  the  certificate  of  the  Commis* 
f  iooer  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  an  accompanying  plat,  and  by 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Burnett  and  Mr.  Patterson,  which  all  accompany 
this  report. 

This  mass  of  evidence  is  not  all  of  the  most  iormal  and  legal 
character;  and  parts  of  it  would  not  be  admissible  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. But  the  committee  think  that  it  is  sufficiently  persuasive.  It 
all  emanates  from  sources  highly  credible;  is  characterized  by  the 
strongest  indications  of  verity,  and  is  perhaps  as  strong  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  is  susceptible  of.  The  only  object  of  human  testimony 
being  the  conviction  of  the  mind,  and  the  testimony  in  this  case,  on 
every  material  point,  holding  claim  to  the  fullest  credence,  although 
some  of  it  is  eiparte  and  not  sealed  with  the  solemnities  of  an  oathf 
the  committee  cannot  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  conclude  that  the 
facts  stated  in  the  petition  are  sufficiently  established.  Nor  can  they, 
from  any  view  which  they  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject, 
perceive  any  injustice  or  unreasonableness  in  the  appeal  which  the  pe* 
titioner  has  made  for  relief.  It  is  believed  that  it  is  one  which  ad- 
dresses itself  not  more  to  the  magnanimity,  than  to  the  justice  of  con* 
gress. 

.  It  is  true  that,  although  the  petitioner's  father  had  acquired  from 
the  proper  authority  a  complete  vested  and  unconditional  right  to  the 
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IMO  teres  qSUobA,  for  a  considersttioD  that  all  wiU  adairaledge im 
most  flcieritorious,  the  service  of  his  country;  and  akkoogb  it  waicoOf 
secrated  ivy  being  made  his  home,  he  has  lost  the  benefit  of  fha^jKNh 
prietorship  b^  the  reffular  operation  of  laws  which  have  been  HBsmni 
and  ^ual  in  dieir  dispensations  and  which  cannot  be  ntttijr  ^afged 
with  unnecessary  severity;  and  it  is  ako  true  that  lie  has  Iqr  his  dwti 
^'^  y  nsf^rtune  alone,  been  superceded  in  the  enjoyment  of  waesiil^ 

by  the  intermediation  of  an  American  citizen  with  the  consent  anit 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  without  any  fiudtot  de» 
linquency  imputable  to  either.  But  it  is  equally  true  thai  dus  depcif 
vation  has  resulted  firom  acombination  of  accidents  peculiar  and  vieif 
extraordtnary,over  which  he  could  have  no  control.  Acid  as  there  lA  ao 
room  for  a  suspicion  of  negligence,  or  voluntary  d^EJinquency  in  the 
petitiooer,  the  committee  think  that  it  would  be  incooaiateiBt  with  tke 
^stice,  liberality,  and  beneficence  which  have  alwaya  marked  the  pot* 
icy  of  the  United  States  that  /Ar^  should  profit  by  Ait  nusfi>rtnae» 
whenr{as  the  committee  believe)  it  would  be  unjust  that  heshooli 
suffer,  and  not  iaconustent  with  sound  policy  that  he  should  be  it- 
lieved. 

When,  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  the  territory  which  now  composes  the  state  of  Mississippi,  it 
was  claimed  by  severd  sutes,  as  comprehended  within  dieir 
charters,  but  principally  by  (Georgia.  In  1798,  and  1800,  Cbogresi 
passed  laws  for  the  adjustment  and  extinguishment  of  the  Geor^ 
claim;  and  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government  in  Mississ^ 
pi,  whereby,  amonff  other  things,  it  was  declared,  that  the  dains  of 
individaals,  derived  from  the  Britisji  or  Spanish  governments,  rig|it» 
fully  should  be  valid*  And  by  the  compact  made  by  the  UaHed 
Sutes  with  Georgia,  in  1803,  it  was  stipulated,  d^at  all  personsf  whO| 
on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  were  actual  setders  within  the  territa* 
ry  ceded,  should  be  confirmed  in  their  grants,  executed  prior  lo  that 
day  by  the  former  British  or  Spanish  government  of  West  noridb 
In  1803,  Congress  passed  a  law,  which,  among  other  things,  requa^ 
ed,  that  all  persons,  claimmg  land  under  any  British  grant,  in  the 
Mississippi  territory,  or  by  virtue  of  the  provisionsof  that  act,  should, 
before  the  last  day  of  March,  1804,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the  had 
office,  a  written  notice,  describing  the  nature  and  extent  of  thek 
claim,  toffether  with  the  plats  thereof,  and  the  grants  or  other  evi* 
dences  of  title,  which  should  be  recorded,  and  that  on  failure  so  to 
do,  the  claims  should  be  void  so  far  as  derived  from  that  act,  or  the 
compaa  with  Georgia,  and  that  no  grant  which  should  not  be  so  re- 
corded,  should  be  ever  received  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  Uut* 
ed  States,  against  a  grant  from  the  United  States*  By  die  same  act, 
commissioners  ware  appointed  to  setde  the  claims  to  land,  Uoder  that 
act,  and  under  the  compact  with  €teorgia,  and  directed  to  aacertata, 
and  report  all  the  grants  for  land,  which  were  not  confirmed  by  the 
«Aid  compact.    The  time  of  filing  die  grant  to  be  lecordodi  was  af« 
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lerwardt  extended  to  the  iet  dajrof  Decenber,  1609,  AmAbfmwet 
of^i^iSy  all  claims,  mider  British  or  Spaaish  grantSi  which  had 
been  duly  recorded,  and  were  contuaed  in  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners, were  ^confirmed* 

It  is  believed,  that  the  foregoing,  are  Uie  only  provisions  of  l«w 
thnt  csu,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  operate  on  the  petitioner's  cnsei 
ond  from  these  it  will  appear  sufficiently  dear,  that  the  commissioners 
had  no  right  to  reject  the  claim  of  the  petttioner,  unless  he  could  be 
considered  an  actual  setikr,  on  die  October,  1795,  so  as  to  be  em« 
braced  b^  the  compact  with  G^rpa.  If  he  be  considered  in  the  lat- 
ter condition,  in  which  the  commissioners  certainly  viewed  him,  the 
decision  of  the  commissioners  against  him,  as  well  as  the  law  under 
which  they  decided,  is  of  questionable  policy.  For,  by  the  compact 
he  was  confirmed  in  his  right,  and,  although  the^otcArr  of  the  United 
States,  afterwards  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  Manifesting  this  con« 
firmed  title,  and  piT  requiring  that  it  should  be  recorded  or  forfeited, 
is  not  denied*  Tet,  irdoes  not  comport  with  the  character  of  the 
United  States,  to  require  of  the  claimant  of  such  confitmed  tide,  that 
which  is  impossible;  and  for  not  performing  the  impossibility,  to 
subject  him  to  a  forfeiture  of  his  right  without  any  indemnity.  The 
claimant  was  aa infant;  hispaient  in  London;  his  guardian  1000 mites 
off;  his  legal  representative,  whom  he  hsid  the  precaution  to  employ, 
and  who  had  no  doubt  of  succeeding,  died  before  he  had  fomisbed^ 
all  the  evidence.  In  the  mean  timcf  the  limitation  fixed  by  Con« 
gres8,^for  the  regbtratioo  of  the  patent,  expired;  and  thus,  by  a  sue* 
cession  of  4ccidenu,  it  became  impossiUe  that  the  patent  should  be 
registered:  add  for  this,  and  only  this,  the  claim  was  rejected.  The 
committee  cannot  believe,  that  the  United  States  would  be  willingi 
after  confirming  a  good  tide  to  a  citisen,  to  take  it  from  him,  because 
he  had  not  done  that  which  it  became  impossible  for  him  to  do,  and 
then  refuse  to  restore  him  or  give  him  some  i^muoeration  for  his 
loss. 

If  the  petitioner  were  not  embraced  by  the  compact,  then 
the  commissioners  had  no  power  to  adiudicate  on  his  claim,  and  con* 
sequendy  tbtir  act  is  vend.  But  still  the  petttioner  is  not  free  from 
difficuky.  By  the  act  of  18M  it  was  declared,  that  if  his  claim  should 
not  be  registered  against  the  1st  of  December,  1805,  the  United  States 
should  have  a  right  to  sell  the  land,  and  that  his  patent  should  not  be 
evidence  against  the  grant  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  United  States  have 
sold  ihe  most  valuable  part  of  the  land:  and  although  they  havenOC 
yet  given  a  patent,  it  is  believed  that  the  claim  of  the  petitiotfer 
would  tiot  be  sustained  in  a  court  of  justice,  against  the  inciptent 
right  of  the  purchasers  from  the  United  ^States.  But  uking  the  case 
op  ttus  ground,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  petitioner  is 
clearly  entitled  to  some  relief.  For  waving  every  other  considers*' 
iion,  it  would  seem,  that  as  the  United  States  acquired  the  right  to 
cell  the  land,  from  the  fsilure  of  the  claimant  to  do  that  which  he 
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MYW  cooseiited  t»  do.  wUditbey  requtreddie  same  kind  of  daiomt 
to  do  ID  no  other  territory^  and  which  it  was  impossible  ibat  h€  ooold 
do,  they  wcmld  certainly  be  bound  by  every  principle  of  natural  justice 
to  restore  it,  on  being  satisfied  of  the  nature  of  the  cbum  «Ki  resMS 
of  its  forfeiture.  If  they  have  put  it  out  of  their  power  by  sale,  to 
restore  the  specific  tract  of  land,  the  daim^o  indemnity  would  be 
as  strong,  and  it  would  be  as  proper  to  give  it,  otherwise  th^  taks 
from  an  infant  without  his  consent,  his  inheritance,  merely  because 
he  has  been  an  infant,  pnd  refuse  to  give  him  that  for  it  which,  had 
it  not  been  for  his  infancy,  he  never  would  have  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of^wking.  When  it  is  well  known  too,  thai  the  prisciptl 
if  not  tht  only  object  of  the^  government,  m  rtquiriog  the  regtstratka 
of  titles,  was  to  prevent  fraud;  and  that  the  case  of  the  petitioner  is 
stamped  with  indubitable  evidences  of  its  integrity,  the  claim  to  rdif 
is  greatly  fort^ed.  But  still  more  by  the  fact  that  the  petitioner  vsi 
probably  prevented  from  recording  his  patent  in  time,  by  the  re- 
jection of  his  daim  by  the  commissioners,  which  they  had  no  rigbt 
to  do  unless  he  had  been  an  inhabitant  in  ±795$  which  the  cooiout* 
tee  think  was  clearly  not  the  case. 

In  regard  to  the  nature  and  estent  of  relief,  the  conunittee  hare 
been  somewhat  perplesed.  As  the  United  States  have  sold  a  part  of 
the  land,  if  they  had  the  power  to  reclaim  it,  good  policy  would  for» 
bid  it:  for  if  the  United  States  would  once  establish  the  precedeatof 
selling  land,  and  afterwards  uking  it  away  and  giving  it  to  others,  the 
number  and  amount  of  their  future  sales  would  be  not  a  little  dinin- 
ished.  The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the  United  States  had 
•  the  right  to  sell,  and  as  litde,  that  having  sold,  they  should  not,  if  ihey 
could,  reclaim  without  the  assent  of  the  purchaser.  It  would  foUov 
thei efore  that  the  petitioner  should  receive  either  a  commuutioo  ia 
money  or  other  land.  And  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  whole  i590 
acres  have  been  sdd,but  pretty  ceruin  that  if  there  is  any  unsoki,it  is 
intrinsically,  worth  litde  or  nothing,  the  committee  would  suppose  it 
jtist  and  proper  that  on  receiving  a  release  from  the  petitioner  of 
his  claim,  the  United  States  should  commute  the  whole  1500  acres. 

Itonly  remains  to  determine  the  criterion  and  kimhof  commutt* 
tion.  As  to  the  criterion,  punctiUious  exactitude  cannot,  be  expected; 
but  the  committee  are  inclined  to  think  it  should  be  the  value  of  die 
1500  seres,  when  the  United  States  sold  it,  or  part  of  it. 

Whether  it  should  be  given  in  money,  or  land  of  the  same  value, 
or  quantity,  is  not  very  easily  ascertained,  nor  very  material:  but 
taking  every  consideration  into  view,  the  committee  have  determined 
that  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  the  United  States,  and  as  mock 
the  interest  of  the  petitioner,  that  he  should  be  paid  in  script,  recetv* 
able  in  payment  for  public  lands— wherefore,  on  the  foregoing  pur* 
poses,  i\kty  beg  leave  to  report  a  bilL 
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Department  of  War ^  Sd  December ^  1818. 
SIR, 

In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.  as  requires 
my  opinion  **as  to  the  expediency  or  necessity  of  the  establishment  of 
a  national  armory  on  the  western  waters,"  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close, for  the  consideration  of  the  military  committee,  a  report  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  containing  a  statement  of  such  facts  as  appear 
to  be  connected  with  the  object  of  your  inquiry. 

Whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  establish  an  additional  na- 
tional armory,  will  depend,  in  the  first  place,  on  the  fact,  whether 
those  already  established  are  sufficient  to  fabricate  as  many  arms,  as 
the  necessity  of  the  country  requires:  and  if  they  are  not  sufEcient, 
whether  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  fabricate  them  by  a  national 
armory,  or  by  contract. 

In  presenting  this  virw  of  the  subject,  it  is  assumed,  that  the  sup- 
ply of  arms  ought  lo  be  manufactured  wiihin  the  country,  and  ought 
votto  be  imported. 

By  a  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  it 
will  appear  that  the  national  armories  can  fabricate,  annually,  about 
85,000.  This  number  it  is  conceived,  is  not  sufficient,  whether  we 
regard  the  present  supply,  or  the  increased  number  which  the  growing 
population  of  the  country  requires. 

Our  principal  reliance  for  defence,  is  on  the  militia,  a  species  of 
force  which  requires  a  much  more  ample  supply  than  regular  troops; 
as  experience  proves  them  to  be  much  more  wasteful  of  arms.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war,  our  supply  amounted  to  200,000 
stands;  and  though  it  continued  less  than  three  years,  our  stock  at  it^ 
termination  was  nearly  exhausted. 

It  is  believed  that,  as  arms  can  be  fabricated  at  least  as  cheap, 
and  of  a  better  quality  by  a  national  armory,  than  by  contract,  it  is  the 
preferable  mode. 

If  these  observations  are  correct,  it  would  appear  expedient  to 
establish  an  addUional  national  armory;  and  that  the  ^^place  of  its  lo- 
cation," ought  to  be  on  the  Western  waters.  It  is  probable  that  arm's 
can  be  fabricated  in  that  portion  of  our  countr}',  at  least  as  cheap^  as 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  or  Springfield;  and  a  very  considerable  expense 
would  be  annually  saved  in  transportation.  As  to  the  particular  ''place 
of  location,"  I  am  not  in  possession  of  such  information,  as  wiU  en- 
able me  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
With  very  great  respect. 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.C.CALHOUN. 

Honbie.  R.  M  Johnion,  Chairresn 

of  the  Bf  ilitarj  Committee,  H.  R.  U.  S. 
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(Copy.) 
Ordnance  Office^  ^  December,  1818. 

The  Eonorabk  J.  C.  Calhoun^ 

SIR, 

Id  answer  to  the  iDquiries  of  the  Military  Cominitlee,  made  in 
their  coaiinunication  of  the  20th  ult.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state, 
that  the  national  armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry  are  ca- 
pable of  fabricating  aiyiually  about  25,000  stands  of  arms,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  350  to  375  thousand  dollars.  By  contracting  for  some  of.the 
heavier  parts  of  the  work,  it  is  judged,  the  product  at  those  establish* 
ments  might  be  increased  to  30,000  stands  a  year,  in  which  case  the 
expense  might  amount  to  420  or  430  thousand  dollars.  The  arms  man- 
ufactured by  contract,  amount  now  to  eight  or  ten  thousand  stands 
a  year,  and  the  price  is  in  general  fourteen  dollars  for  the  musket,  ex- 
clusive of  extra  charges  incurred  in  provbg,  inspecting,,  packing  and 
transporting  the  arms  to  the  arsenals.  It  is  calculated  the  demand 
for  the  western  country,  will  embrace  at  least  one  thirds  of  the  whole 
flupply  required  for  the  United  States* 

I  There  is  now  deposited  at  Pittsburgh,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  stands,  viz.  200O  rifles  sent  from  Harper's  Ferry  in  1817,  and 
8000  muskets  sent  from  the  same  place  in  the  present  year.  The 
residue  consists  principally  of  arms  which  have  been  in  service  and 
have  undergone  repairs. 

The  expense  attending  the  transportation  of  arms  from  Harper's 
Ferry  to  Pittsburgh,  may  be  stated  at  about  one  dollar  a  stand. 

About  20,000  stands  of  arms  remain  at  New  Orlt^ans,  about  4000' 
at  Newport,  Kentucky,  and  about  3000  at  Detroit.  These  are  prin- 
cipally such  as  has  been  in  the  hands  of  troops  and  have  undergone, 
or  are  undergoing,  repairs.  The  cost  of  fabricating  muskets  may  be 
stated  at  about  two*thirds  in  labor,  and  one-third  in  materials. 

As  the  necessaries  of  life  will  be  cheaper  in  the  western  country 
than  on  the  seaboard,  it  may  be  presumed  the  wages  of  workmen 
will  eventually  be  lowestwhere  they  can  be  easiest  subsisted. 

Iron  may  be  delivered  on  the  Ohio,  of  a  quality  suiuble  for  the 
manufacture  of  arms,  at  nearly  the  same  price  it  will  cost  at  Har^ 
per's  Ferry.  The  other  materials  with  the  exception  of  coals  will 
cost  higher.  The  number  of  men  employed  at  Springfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry,  varies  from  220  to  240,  or  thereabouts,  at  each  place.  It 
IS  judged  not  proper  to  employ  at  one  establishment  more  than  about 
S60  hands,  because  a  degree  of  discipline  and  subordination  is  neces- 
sary to  be  maintained,  and  the  difficulty  of  preserving  regularity  and 
ensuring  united  exertion,  increases  with  the  increase  of  numbers. 

The  first  cost  of  an  armory  in  the  western  country,  on  the  scale 
of  Springfield   and  Harper's  Ferry,  may  be  calculated  at   about 
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2200,000  for  landa,  command  of  water,  buildings^  and  machioery. 
About  three  years  will  probably  be  required  to  bring  MMlDf  establish- 
meat  into  successful  operation,  and  the  expense  may  m  during  dat 
time  60  or  70  thousand  dollars  a  year.     Supposing  it  should  be  decid- 
ed to  establish  an  armory  in  the  western  country,  on  the  scale  of 
Springfield  or  Harper's  Ferry,  it  would  be  advisable  to  employ  for  a 
few  years  at  first,  no  more  than  about  150  hands;  or  enough  to  ensure 
8000  stands  of  arms  yearly;  otherwise  some  inooovenience  might  be 
sustained  by  the  desertion  of  workmen  from  armories  now  in  opera- 
tion.    The  permanent  annual  expense  on  that  scale  may  -be  from  180 
CO  130,000  dollars.  The  number  of  arms  in  the  possession  of  the  got- 
emmentf  atthe  commencement  of  the  late  war,  is  ^ot  distinctly  koovi 
at  this  office.  It  is  presumed  <o  have  been  upwards  of  90QjaOQ  staodfi 
Atthe  close  of  the  casapaign  of  1814,  the  arseaais  were  qeariyeir 
hausted.    The  great  extent  of  seacoast  and  of  inland  frontier  to  be 
protected,  will  render  large  distributions  of  arms  to  the  militia,  indis- 
pensable in  time  of  war;  and  it  ought  to  be  concluded,  as  well  firon 
past  experience  as  the  aatiire  of  the  case,  that  mar  resources  wii 
sooner  fail  in  that  pardcular  than  in  any  other  of  our  aailitafy  sup- 
plies.   The  reason  is,  that  so  much  time  is  required  to  put  in  oper» 
tion  an  establishment  for  manufiscturing  arms  on  a  large  scsle,  it  will 
not  be  iti  the  power  of  government  on  a  sudden  en»crgeacy  to  increne 
very  materially  the  suppy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
[Signed]  DECIUS  WADWORTH, 

Col^nci  qf  Ordnance. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  commtUi  pf  flahns^  in  ike  ca$e  ofjdcob  IhXf  mxompankdwiih 
a  biOfor  his  reliefs 


DECEMBEB  7, 1818. 
Read,  aad  with  Hit  bifl  committtd  to  aconiiiiitteeof  the  whote  Houie  to-nMRdw. 


The  committee  of  cUimSf  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  addressed 
to  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House^by  Bichard  Bland  Lee  Jlsq.  en« 
ctosingthe  letter  he  had  received  from  Jacob  Doz,  of  the  state 
of  New  York, 

ItEPORT: 

Jacob  Dox  claims  compensatioD  on  account  of  having  acted  as 
Ae  agent  of  government  in  investigating  the  claims  t>f  the  suflferers 
OQ  the  Niagara  frontier^  under  an  appointment  from  the  commissioner 
^f  claims  in  June,  1817. 

In  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Speaker  on  the  2dd  ultimo, 
the  late  commissioner  of  claims  states  that  he  informed  Mr.  Dox 
that  no  compensation  for  his  services  had  been  provided  by  law,  but 
that  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  legislature  would  make  suitable  provi- 
ttott  therefor. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  intention  of  Mr.  Dox  at  the  time 
he  performed  the  duties  of  an  agent,  he  certainly  cannot  urge  the 
aasurance  of  the  commissioner  in  support  of  his  claim. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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REPORT 

Of  a  sekct  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  petitions  in  behalf 
of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  revohitionary  army. 


DECEMBER  7,  1818. 
Read  and  committ^  ta  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  to-morrow. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  in  behalf  of  sun- 
dry surviving  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army^ 

REPORT: 

That  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1780,  by  resolution  of  Congress 
it  was  provided,  that  the  officers  who  should  continue  in  service  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  should  be  entitled  to  half  pay  .during  life,  to  com- 
mence from  the  time  of  reduction.  This  stipulation  emanated  from  a 
previous  resolution  of  Congress,  which  promised  seven  years  half  pay 
to  the  same  class  of  officers,  excepting  those  who  might  hold  any  oN 
fice  of  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  states. 

By  another  resolution  of  Congress  in  January,  1781,  the  stipula- 
tion was  so  extended  as  to  embrace  the  hospital  department  and  medi* 
cal  staff.  In  the  bcginningofthe  year  1783, a  memorial  was  presented  to 
Congress,  from  a  committee  of  the  officers  of  the  army,under  the  imme* 
diate  command  of  general  Washington,  proposing  a  relinquishment  of 
the  half  pay  for  life,  on  condition  that  an  equivalent  should  be  provided 
either  by  the  payment  of  a  gross  sum,  or  by  a  full  compensation  for  a  li- 
mited time,  liiis  proposition,  which  originated  with  officers  of  tht 
army,  grew  out  of  a  conviction,  that  the  half  pay  for  life  was  regarded 
by  their  fellow  citizens,  as  savouring  too  much  o!  the  spirit  of  a  pri- 
vileged order,  which  rendered  the  measure  unpopular  with  many  of  • 
the  community,  and  the  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  to  re* 
linquish  the  payment  for  life  was,  and  ever  will  be,  viewed  as  an  act 
of  the  most  distinguished  patriotism,  in  perfect  accordance  with  that 
entire  devotion  to  the  country,  which  is  so  strikingly  matiifested  in 
all  their  sufferings,  sacrafices,  and  services. 

Congress  well  apprized  of  the  prevailing  objection  to  the  allow* 
ance  for  life,which  had  been  adopted  only  froitikiecessiiy,  readily  em- 
braced the  occasion  of  removing  a  measure  objectionable  in  its  prin- 
dple,  by  a  commutation  of  five  years  full  pay  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  fot 
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life,  ID  a  rfesoldtioD  of  March  22d,  1783,  which  provided  that  suchof- 
ficers  as  were  then  in  service,  should  continue  t^.trein  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  should  be  entided  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  yean 
full  pay  in  money,  or  securies  on  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  as 
C(^ngre8s  should  find  most  convenient,  instead  of  the  half  pay  prom- 
ised for  life  by  the  resolution  of  October  21st,  1780;  the  said  secuxi- 
ties  to  be  such  as  should  be  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United 
States,  provided  it  should  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  respective 
states,  and  not  of  officers  individually  of  those  lines,  to  refuse  or  ac- 
cept the  same:  the  commutation  was  acceded  to  by  the  officers  {gener- 
ally in  the  manner  pointed  out,  and  at  the  reduction  of  the  army  they 
received  commutation  certificates  for  the  amount  prescribed.  The 
memorialists  state  a  variety  of  facts,  and  present  many  coosideratioiis 
to  prove,  that,  by  the  commutation  great  injustice  has  been  done  to 
the  officers  originally  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  and  their  object  is 
to  induce  the  government  to  resume  the  original  contract  of  half  pay 
for  life  upon  certain  terms  therein  expressed;  and  the  memorial  con- 
cludes with  a  specific  prayer,  that  an  act  may  be  passed  directing  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  claim  of  each  surviv- 
ing officer  of  the  revolutionary  army  of  the  United  Statesy  who,  by  the 
resolves  of  Congress,  was  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  calculating  the 
amount  of  the  principal  of  the  arrearages  from  the  time  of  his  reduction, 
and  deducting  therefrom  five  years  full  pay,  and  the  balance  of  ar- 
rearages being  thus  ascertained,  to  issue  a  certificate  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  6  per  centum  per  annum,  to  the  officer  for  the  amount  of  said 
balance;  and  the  officer  to  be  thenceforth  entided  to  receive  half  pay, 
in  half  yearly  payments^  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  fife. 
The  committee  have  endeavored  to  investigate  the  subject  with  aH 
the  candor  and  attention  which  its  merits  require;  and  in  any  viev 
difficulties  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  presented  themselves. 

When  contemplating  the  eminent  services,  and  generous  sacri- 
fices of  that  illustrious  band,  the  committee  could  not  withhold  a  fa- 
vorable report  to  the  full  extent  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  could 
they  be  governed  alone  by  feeling.  The  resources  of  the  nation  would 
never  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  patriots  and 
sages  of  th^  revolution,  whose  councils  and  acknowledgments  so  es« 
sentially  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  that  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, from  which  so  many  blessings  flow.  Was  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  asked  as  a  gratuity  only,  new^difficulties  would  arise; 
other  classes  of  citizens,  equally  meritorious  and  nmch  more  numer* 
ous,  whose  sacrifices  were  not  less  extensive,  would  have  equal  claims, 
and  meri»  equal  attention.  The  whole  revolutionary  struggle  was 
marked  with  public  sacrifices  and  public  devotion;  every  class  of 
citisens  endured  with  cheerfulness,  the  privations  and  losses  to 
which  those  trying  times  subjected  them,  and  in  the  happineaa  and 
independence  of  the  country  which  followed,  ,every  member  of  die 
commimity  found  his  best  reward;  and  however  desirable  it  may 


be  that  every  sacriRce  id  time  of  great  public  calamity,  may  receive 
a  pecuniary  requital,  the  American  revolution  demonstrates  its  im- 
practicability, and  necessity  requires  that  the  munificence  of  govern- 
ment should  have  some  limitation.  Well  aware  of  this  view  of  the 
subject,  the  claim  of  the  memorialists  is  predicated  upon  contract 
and  legal  obligation  In  the  light  of  justice,  therefore,  the  committee 
have  also  considered  this  subject;  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  extreme 
regret,  that  they  find  themselves  compelled  in  duty,  to  differ  inopia^ 
ion  with  the  memorialists  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  resolution  of  Congress,  under  which  the  claim  for  the  half 
pay  was  commuted,  was  proposed  by  the  officers,  and  the  commuta- 
tion voluntarily  accepted  by  them  in  the  manner  specified.  The  me« 
morialists  also  urge  their  claim,  upon  the  supposition,  that  the  €om« 
mutatioi<  was  not  an  equivalent  for  the  original  stipulation;  that 
more  than  five  years'  full  pay  was  then  equitably  due.  The  commit- 
tee  on  this  point,  are  of  opinion,  that  a  just  estimate  was  made  by  the 
parties,  when  the  commutation  was  agreed  upon,  under  all  the  cir« 
Cumstances  of  the  case,  and  ought  not  to  be  revised  at  this  day.  But 
if  it  were  necessary  to  look  for  relief,  by  reviewing  the  comparative 
amount,  it  will  be  found  that  the  interest  of  five  years'  full  pay,  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  is  equal  to  three  fifths  of  the  whole  amount  of 
half  pay  forever;  for  example,  take  the  advance  to  a  captain,  of  five 
years'  full  pay,  at  forty  dollars  per  month,  g  2,4O0,  the  annual  inter* 
est  on  which,  would  make  the  sum  of  S  144,  at  six  per  cent;  and  the 
whole  amount  of  half  pay  would  make  a  sum  of  IB  'HO  per  annum. 
The  advance  of  five  years'  full  pay,  will  also  be  found  equal  to  the 
present  worth  of  half  pay  for  more  than  fifteen  years.  The  commit* 
tee  cannot,  therefore,  discover  such  a  great  inadequacy  in  the  amount 
stipulated.  The  resolution  of  March,  1783,  provided,  that  the  five 
years'  full  pay,  should  be  in  money,  or  securities  on  interest,  at  six 
'per  cent,  per  annum,  as  Congress  should  find  most  convenient;  the 
said  securities  being  such  as  should  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of 
the  United  Stares. 

Congress  found  it  most  convenient  to  pay  in  securities  on  inter- 
est,  and  for  this  purpose  gave  certificates  conformable  to  the  stipula- 
tion; the  only  evidence  of  debt  in  their  power,  and  the  same  as  were 
given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United  States;  the  faith  of  the  nation 
was  pledged  for  the  payment  of  these  certificates,  and  the  pledge  was 
subsequently  redeemed  by  the  payment  of  the  nominal  amount,  with 
interest  in  gold  and  silver,  or  equivalents  in  the  hands  of  the  officer 
or  his  assignee.  If  the  officers  could  not  command  the  money  in 
hand  for  these  certificates,  neither  could  they  have  done  so  at  that 
day  for  their  half  pay,  had  there  been  no  coi^mutation;  gold  and  siU 
ver  were  not  in  the  reach  of  government  at  that  period.  This  is  sug- 
gested only  to  show  that  the  mode  of  payment  alone  was  changed, 
and  that  the  commutation  was  granted  as  a  iair  equivalent. 
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Upon  the  view  taken  by  the  memorialisU,  the  committee  coald 
not  see  any  justice  in  confining  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  to  those 
only  who  ^tiU  survive.  To  provide  for  those  upon  the  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  legal  obligation,  and  suffer  the  dead  to  be  forgotten,  would  be 
but  a  partial  remuneration;  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  would  have 
equal  claims  upon  the  govettiment  as  the  officer  who  survives.  Again, 
the  memorialists  ask  a  resumption  of  the  original  contract,  to  which 
the  same  objections  may  be  urged  as  in  the  year  1783.  If  then  deem- 
ed objectionable,  because  not  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  nor  congenial  with  the  sentiments  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, it  may  be  equally  so  at  this  day.  Upon  the  most  ejLtenaive  view 
which  the  committee  have  taken  of  this  subject,  they  have  found  dif- 
ficulties still  thickening,  and  to  answer  the  prayer  of  the  petition  to 
its  intent  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committe,^o  to  establish  a  prin- 
ciple fraught  with  much  evil.  Conscious  at  the  same  time  of  the 
merits  and  worth  of  these  distinguished  heroes,  whose  devotion  and 
deeds  have  given  such  glory  and  such  happiness  to  our  country;  con- 
scious of  their  patriotism  and  valor  which  have  imposed  such  lasting 
obligations  upon  the  grateful  remembrance  of  the  oattOD,  the  com- 
mittee could  not  reconcile  to  their  feelings  or  duty,  an  entire  rejection 
of  the  memorial,  and  they  have  looked  for  a  combination  of  the  nrinci* 
pie  of  equity  and  of  gratitude  on  which  might  be  rewarded,  in  some  lit- 
tle degree,  the  labours  and  sufferings  of  the  memorialists,  without  in- 
volving future  difficulties  in  the  establishment  of  a  dangerous  precedent; 
this  principle  has  been  found  in  the  depreciation  of  the  commutation  cer- 
tificatCi  and  the  losses  sustained  by  the  untimely  sale  of  these  certifi- 
cates. Itisa  well  attested  fact»  that  most  of  those  certificates  were 
sold  at  an  amount  of  not  more  than  from  one  fifth  to  one  tenth  of  their 
nominal  value.  Gold  and  silver  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  pressing  and  immediate  wants  of  the  holders,  rendered 
it  necessary  for  them  to  dispone  of  their  certificates  at  any  price^ 
and  upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  recommend  the  fol* 
towing  resolution: 

Besottedy  That  each  officer  of  the  revolutionary  army  who  was 
entitled  to  half  pay  for  life  under  the  several  resolves  of  Congress  up^ 
on  that  subject,  and  afterwards  in  commutation  thereof,  received  the 
amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in  certificates  or  securities  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  shall  bow  be  paid  b)^  the  United  Sutes  the  Qomioal  amount 
of  such  certificates  or  secUritie8,without  interest,  deducting  therefrom 
one  iig^th  part  of  the  said  amount. ' 
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Mr.'JSimkms  admitted  ^following  rtiobKlim* 

Decemb&r  7,  1818. 
lUad  and  otdeied  to  lie  updh  the  tablo 


Reached^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea8i|r7  be  requested  to 
lay  before  thb  Houae,  a  statemeDt  of  the  sales,  fVbUc  and  private,  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio^  the  respective  years  in  which  such 
sales  have  taken  place;  the  credits  given  on  such  sa^es;  the  sums  which 
have  been  paid  thereon;  those  which  are  now  due,  and  the  periods  at 
which  they  became  so;  whether  any  instalments  are  yet  to  fall  due, 
and  to  what  amount:  Also  what  descriptions  of  paper  has  been  re- 
ceived; and  what  is  now  rfceivable  in  payment  for  said  lands. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the 
final  adjustmeat  of  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  ter- 
ritory of  Missouri. 


D£caMBER4|  1818. 
KttA,  and  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  upoQ  the  table. 


The  committee  on  private  land  claims,  to  whom  have  been  refer- 
red, sundry  petitions  from  persons  claiming  the  confirmation  of  cer« 
tain  land  claims,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  territory  of  Missouri, 
derived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  governments,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port generally: 

That,  a  careful  examination  of  the  cases  referred,  and  of  the 
sources  from  which  they  are  derived,  and  the  belief,  that  the  number 
referred,  and  which  will  be  referred  to  Congress,uoless  some  general 
provision  for  their  adjustment  be  adopted,  will  be  very  embarrassing 
to  Congress,  have  brought  the  committee  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is 
proper  to  pass  a  general  law,  for  the  trial  of  certain  land  claims  in  the 
aforesaid  state  and  territory,  and  for  their  final  adjustment. 

For  which  purpose,  they  beg  leave  to  report  a  bilL 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  9  (made  tn  obedianceto  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives^  of  the  i6th  ofJIprtl  last^J  of  a 
plan^  for  the  final  adjustment  and  settlement  of  land  claims  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana  and  territory  of  Missouri. 


Dbcbmbeb  8,  1818. 


Bead,  aad  with  a  draft  ^  a  biUJor  taid  purpote^  committed  to  n  committee  of  the 
whole  Houie  to  morrow. 


jtfk  Treasury  Department^  Deqembef  7, 1818« 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  of 
die  16ih  of  ApriU  1818,  referring  to  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury 
the  memorials  andpedtions  relative  to  land  claims,  which luive  been 
addressed  to  thai  House,  from  the  state  of  Loiusiana  and  the  territo- 
ry of  Missouri,  and  instructing  him  to.reporta  pbn  for  their  final  ad- 
justment and  setdement,  the  enclosed  draft  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose^ 
IS  respectfully  submitted. 

In  presenting  a  plan  of  final  adjustment,  in  which  np.o|ther  des- 
cription of  claims  are  comprehended,  than  those  which,  are  founded 
upon  patents  and  concessions,  issued  by  the  several  governments, 
which  have,  at  different  times,  exercised  sovereign  junsdictipn  over 
the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  as  held  by  France,  the  undersigned, 
Secretary  of  the  Tremury,  has  proceeded  upon  the  conviction,  that 
ample  provision  has  already  been  made,  for  the  adju^ment  of  all 
claims  to  lands,  contemplated  by  the  resoludon,  founded;  uoon  evi- 
dence, inferior  to  patents  and  concessions.  He  has  arrivea  at  this 
convicdon,  hj  a  careful  examinadon  of  die  several  acts  of  Congrestf 
lor  ascertaining  and  adjusdng  land  tides  in  Loiusiana,  which  have 
l^ecn  passedy  since  the  20th  my  ol  December^  IBOSf  the  period, 
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at  which,  possession  was  taken  of  that  province,  by  the  United  States. 
This  long  series  of  acts^  commencing  with  the  26th  day  of  lfarch| 
1804,  and  terminating  with  the  29th  day  of  April,  ISM,  pfoacata  m 
uninterrupted  and  uniform  course  of  relaxationy  in  favor  of  had 
claimants  of  every  description.  '|*hl#  reUzation  haa  gcsnekil^  beca 
eflecied,  by  comprehending  descripoona  of  cases,  not  recog;aised  hy 
prf  vious  acts;  by  extending  the  time,  within  whicbf  noticea  of  ^auas 
and  production  of  evidence  were  required;  and  ^  fp^u^t 
not  on]v  to  decide,  upon  such  claims«  but  to  revise  9fA  '" 
as  had  been  previously  rejected.  When  it  is  cottaijdaM 
these  respects,  relaxations  have  been  frequent,  and  thi|tj|0|6^m 
upon  which  the  claims  have,  in  the  first  instance,  and  tn^c^mL^  _. 
bive  revision,  been  decided,  has,  in  most  cases,  been  that  ahMmt  wbpcjk 
hns  been  produced  by  the  par^  in  interest,  it  is  ex^aaidy  iMBfa* 
bable  that  injustice  has  been  done,  by  the  rejeaion  of  danmwiiii 
ought  to  have  been  confirmed. 

It  is  conceived  to  be  extremely  improbable,  that  diere  alKMiUlbt 
at  this  time,  any  considerable  number  of  claims,  -cotitled  to  tho  Hber* 
aiity  o(  the  govem,aiep|t,  which  have  not  yet  been  fid>mitl^^  eii|f 
of  the  diflferent  tribunals,  that  have,  feom  time  to  tinae^  bedi  COnw 
tuted  for  that  purpose.  The  omission  to  submit  clainaa  to  daaiaii* 
bunais,  for  a  long  series  of  year«t  during  which,  frequent  opportuai- 
ties  were  given  to  file  them,  accompanied  invariably,  with  Icf^Ufiit 
declarations,  that  a  failure  to  produce  them,  woidd  bar  all  daiitti 
so  far  as  they  depended  upon  any  act  of  Congress;  puglK  ia  jMOt 
and  equity,  to  6U^>ject  them  to  the  penalty,  denounced  in  tlioiajbdlji 
rations.  If  additional  reasons  should  be  considered  neceaaary  la  att^ 
port  of  the  foregoing  conclusions,  they  may  be  found  in  the  r^ — " 
a^ion.  that  accordinig  to  the  ipevi table  course  of  events,  cIT  * 
have  beep  long  discredited  by  rejection,  on  the  ground) 
oi  nQt  beip)?  provided  for  by  law,  invariably  pass  from  1 
claimanis,  into  the  han<?s  of  those  who  have  mOre  f — *^" 
address  and  inflmnce^  in  conducting  them  to  a  succ 

Considering  thep,  that  the  titles  to  lands,  in  tl 
anJi,  west  gf  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  island  of  Ne^rj 
in  the  Missouri   territory,  so  far  as  they  arc  derived  j 
pendent  upon^  any  act  of  Congress,  arc  correctly  and 
nothing   more  is  necessary  than  to  prescribe  a  rule  by  a^tiicli  I 
lidity  of  titles  not  dtpendept  upon  the    acts  of  Ootpimrtit^^ 
prompily  and  legally  deiermiped,     The  draft  of  the  ra|*% 
companies  this  rrpprt,  is  intended  to  effect  that  objpct^  ^'f 
fccrive  in  principle  or  detaih,the  wisdom  of  the  fIoii«e  U>  ' 
submiited,  wiil  prpn^pily  supply  such  deficiency.    ' 

WM.  ».  C!IAWa|lllj^ 

The  UoHn  U^nnj  Ctciij.  ^j/;:aker  of  the  Uoiif:e  of  Jt^pre^entatwes, 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  totue  of  iMfisffritdihes  ^  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemtledf  That  it  shall  be  bw- 
ful  for  any  person  or  persons,  deriving  thles  to  any  lands»  tenements 
or  hereditaments  within  the  state  of  Louisiatia,  under  any  patent  or 
concession  legally  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  French,  British  or 
Spanish  governments,  whilst  LouTsiana,  or  anypi^rt  thereof' #as  in  po$. 
session  of  those  governments  respectively,  to  present  a  peiStioa  to  the 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  chic  state  of  Louisiana,  setting  fonh 
fully,  plainly,  and  substantially,  the  nature  of  his,  her  or  their  titl<  to 
the  lands, tenements  or  hereditaments  therein  described,  and  particu- 
larly stating  the  date  of  such  patent  or  concession,  its  boundaries,  the 
quantity  of  land  contained  therein,  and  by  iK^hom  issued,  and  also 
whether  the  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  examination  of  either  of 
the  tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  by  law  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  titles  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  praying  that  the  validity  of 
such  title  may  be  inquired  into  and  decided  by  the|Said|court.  And  the 
said  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hold  and  exercise 
jurisdiction  of  evefy  petition  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  according  to  the  evidence 
which  shall  be  adduced  by  the  petitioner,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  justice,  ai^d 
«ihe  laws  and  usages  of  the  government  by  which  the  piitnt  or  conces* 
aion  was  issued. 

JInd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  every  petition  which  shall  be 
presented  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  petitioner  shall  there«> 
m  make  his  election,  between  a  trial  by  jury,  and  decree  by  the  eourt, 
according  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  th6  civil  law.  In  either 
case,  the  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  whether  it  be  in  favor 
of  or  against  the  petitioner,  in  all  cases  where  the  land  described  in 
the  petition  shall  not  exceed  acres.     In  all  ca* 

ses  exceeding  that  quantity,  an  appeal  may  be  taken  by  the  petition  • 
er,  orthe  United  States,  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  laws  regulating  appeals  from  inferior  tribunals  to  tha^ 
courts  whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

J^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  evidence  which  has  been 
received  by  the  different  tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  and 
empowered  by  law,  to  receive  such  evidence,  and  to  report  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  or  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  upon  all  claims  presented  to  them  Respectively,  shall  be  receiv- 
ed  and  admitted  as  legal  testimoney,  on  the  trial  of  any  petition  in 
^d  court,  for  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments*  the  claims  of 
which  have  been  presented  to  either  of  the  said  tribunals.  And  in 
all  cases,  where  the  petitioner  shall  offer  no  other  testi  money  in  sup^ 
port  of  the  title  described  in  the  said  petition,  the  court  shall  proceed 
to  the  dei^sioQ  thereof  upon  such  testimoaey.  Providd,  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  quantity  of  land  described  in  the  petition  shall  exceed 

adres,  or  where  the  grant,  or  concession 
from  which  the  tide  is  derived  has  becd  ante<la«d,  or  othTwiAe 


'»^'\ 


4  [22l 

fraudideodyissuedtitshaUbe  l«irfttlfoirtbe  aHorney  otfksJhkai 
StateS)  for  the  district  oJT  Loubianaii  \d  otkr  sach  evideoce  a*  it  sUI 
be  \n  his  p9wer ,  to  produce,  which  shall  be  admissible  acconlHigta 
the  rules  of  evidence  and  tba  principlcds  of  law. 

'Jnd  be  U/uriher  enacted^  That  in  all  cases  where  ^idcste  shA 

be  offered  by  a  petitioner,  which  has  not  been  received  by  other  of 

the  tribunals  constituted  by  law  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be  die  duty 

of  the  attbmey  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  district  of  LfMihiiawi»  to 

cross  examine  the  witnesses,  whether  examined  in  coarCf  orbyctvh 

mission  under  the  authority  thereof.    And  it  shall  be  th$  duty  ffdie 

commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  and  also  of  any  j>fEq<7OTliie 

United  States^  who  may  have  possession  of  the  records  and  evidcsios 

of  the  different  tribunals,  which  have  been  constituted  bj  hiw«{HrJks 

adjustment  of  land  titles,  in  Louisiana,  as  held  by   France*  upon^ 

application  of  any  person  or  persons,  whose  claioi  to  lifirti  hathrm 

rejected  by  such  tribunals,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  theatton^of 

the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  furnish  copmtf 

such  evidence,  certified  snder  his  official  signatOre^  with  the  seal oC 

office  thereto  annexedy  if  there  be  a  seal  office* 

JSndbe  it  Junker  enactedy  That  every  claini  to  lands^  teitemeiiti, 
or  hereditaments,  within  the  perviews  of  this  act,  which  shall  not  be 
brought  by  petition  before  the  said  court,  within 

after  the  passing  of  this  act,*or  which,  after 
being  brought  before  the  court,  shall  not  be  prosecuted  to  a  final 
decision  within  shall  be  fiir- 

ever  barred  in  law  and  equity;  and  no  other  action  at  conimon  lawor 
I  proceeding  in  equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained  in  toy  court 

%  whatsoever* 

I*  Jind  beitjhrther  enactedf  iTiat  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shaB 

1^  {!  extend    to  the  Missouri  territory,  and  to    that  part    of  LotiisiaDat 

|;    ;  as  held  by  France,  which  is  situate  to  the  eastward  of  the    state  of 

1  Louisiana,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had,  tmder    the  same 

limitations*  and  restrictions,    as    are  therein  prescr bed*     Frmded^ 
t  That  the  District  court  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  shall  hold  and  ex- 

\  ercise  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  the  lands  claimed  are    within  its 

jurisdiction*    And  that  the  District  court  which  may  be   established 
in  the  state  which  shall  hereafter  be  constituted  in  the  present  territo* 
ty  of  Missouri,  shall  hold  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  wtere 
t  ;  the  lands  claimed  shall  be  within  its  jurisdiction.    And  that  the  Dis> 

'  ^  trict  court  which  may  be  established  in    the    state    which    hereafter 

shall  be  constituted  in  the  present  territory  of  Alabama,  sballhold  and 
exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  lands  daimed  shall  be  widiia 
its  jurisdiction.  That  no  claim  shall  be  barred  in  the  said  terrho- 
ries  which  shall  be  presented  by  petition  to  the  couru  herel^  author- 
ised to  hold  jurisdiction  of  the  saibe,  within 

after  the  organisation  of  said  courts  respectively,  and  which  after  be- 
ing  presented  shall  be  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  widiiw 

Jlndbe  it  jurther  enacted^  T\\^\^^5l\^\^  embraced  in  the  report 
of  the  registitT  an.dt^ct\v^t  ^l  ^^nsLNasA  ^^^i^^Vait  ^^e^^  ^l:^3l^aQc^^ss&^s!;. 
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of  the  state  of  Loutriana,  aefing  as  commteiooers  for  asceitainiiig 
and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  thereini  made  to  the  com* 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  the  20th  daj  of  November, 
1816,  which  are  recommended  for  confirmation,  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  first,  secondf  and  third  species  of  class  number  one;  and 
first,  second,  and  third  speciesofdass,  number  two,  be  and  same 
are  hereby  confirmed, 

JAnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stated 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  every  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  the  claim 
to  which  has  been  rejected  by  either  of  the  tribunab,  heretofore  con- 
stituted by  law,  for  the  adjustment  of  land  tides  in  the  state  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  in  the  Missouri  territory,  aod  which  have  not  been  sub- 
sequently confirmed  by  law,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  in  ibe  same 
manner,  and  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  of  payment,  as  die 
other  public  lands  in  the  United  States:  Pravidedy  That  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  section  shall  extend  to  that  part  of  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  is  situated  to  the  eastward  of  the  island  of  Mew  Orleans, 
nor  to  any  tract  or  parcel  of  land  provided  for  in  this  act,  untij  a  de- 
cision of  the  proper  court  shall  be  had  thereon,  or  until  the  claim 
thereto  shall  be  barred  in  pursuance  of  its  provisions.- 


W  f|*iiw'm'' 
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REPORT 

qfihe  cammUUe  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  subject  of  reducing  the 
diMes  on  certain  rvines,  accompanied  rvith  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


DECEMBER  8, 1818. 
Ready  and  with  the  bOli  comniitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houae  to-mono^. 


The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  * 

BEPORT— 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  that  part  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  17th  January  last, 
in  which  he  states,  that  *^  a  duty  of  30  cents  a  gallon  upon  claret  im- 
ported in  bottles  and  cases,  and  of  15  cents  when  imported  in  any 
other  manner,  would  be  higher  than  the  duty  now  imposed  on  Ma- 
deira wine,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  costs."  From  which  it 
appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Secretpyt  that  the  duties  ought  to  be 
regulated  as  near  as  convenient,  relatively  to  the  cost  of  the  several 
qualaties  of  wine.  In  the  justice  and  sound  policy  of  which  opinion, 
the  committee  concur.  The  committee  have  obuined  such  informa- 
tion as  enables  them  to  state  that  the  duty  of  one  dollar  a  gallon,  now 
levied  on  Madeira  wine,  is  about  45  per  cent*  on  the  average  cost  of 
such  as  is  usually  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  that  the  duty 
now  imposed  by  law  on  French  wines,  exceed,in  most  insunces400 
per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  in  France,  of  such  winea  as  are  usually 
imported  into  the  Doited  Sutes;  in  other  words,  that  the  duties  levied 
exceed  the  cost  of  the  wine.  The  committee  consider  duties  so  un- 
equal, as  unfriendly  and  injurious  to  our  commercial  intercouse  with 
a  nation,  with  whom  our  connexions  are  extensive  and  advantageous, 
and  that  such  excessively  high  duties  are  injurious  to  the  revenue, 
by  preventing  the  consumption  in  a  great  degree  of  French  wines: 
They  therefore  submit  a  bill. 

NoTB. — ^The  average  cost  of  a  pipe  of  Madeira  wine,  such  as 
is  usually  imported  into  the  United  States,  is  about  /.  S5  sterling,  or 
two  dollars  twenty-two  cents  a  gallon,  which  at  45  per  cent*  on  the 
cost  gives  the  present  duty  of  one  dollar* 

The  average  cost  of  a  hogshead  of  claret,  of  60  gallons,  such  as 
is  usually  imported  into  the  United  States,  is  about  sixteen  dollars 
and  fifty  ccnu,  which  at  45  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  will  be  less  than 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  gallon;  the  duty  now  levied  is  twenty-five 
cents  a  gallon. 


mm 
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REPORT 

tif  the  comtnittee  of  chu&t  in  the  cake  of  Joseph  Jd!^<^ 


DECEMBEB  8, 1813. 

Read,  tnd  committed  to  &  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-nlpfrow* 


The  committee  of  claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  bf  the 
late  commissioner  of  claims  in  the  csise  of  Joseph  Janeyi  of  tKtf 
state  of  Yirgiiltai 

REPORT: 

The  evidence  rejported  to  Cbn^ess  at  the  last  session,  by  the  late 
commissioner  of  claims,  eilibraccs  a  pretty  full,  and  it  is  believedi 
correct  review  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  this  case 4 
The  committee  beg  this  to  be  considered  Us  comprehended  in  their 
report,  and  to  refer  to  it  the  attendon  of  the  House. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  conamittee  that  the  petitioner  has  any 
just  or  legal  demand  against  the  United  States— they  therefore  re« 
commend  the  following  resolution: 

Meeohedy  That  the  pnyrer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  gWb^ 
ed. 


^ 
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CASE  OF  JOSEPH  JANET. 
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Joseph  Janey  claims  pa}^ment  for  a  dwelling-house,  a  storebocic, 
two  graoariesv  and  various  other  |>ropertyy  which  were  destroyed b^ 
the  enemy,  at  a  place  called  Bowlers,  in  the  county  of  Esses,  asl 
atateofv'^rglnial  in  consequence,  as  he  all^ges^  of-tKQQCCupibod  of 
the  aforesaid  buildings,  as  barracks^  for  a  military  force,  by  onier  of 
an  officer  of  the  United  States:  and  in  support  pf  his  claim,  he  oflfen 
the  following  tesiimoii]': 

Evidence  as  to  the  occupation  oftkf  buildings  as  bamxcis^  and  as  U  tht 
destruction  of  the  fropertt/^ 


mcnt 


Archibald  Ritchie,  lieut  colonel  commandant  of  the  sixth  rcgi* 
t  of  Virginia  militia,  states — That  he  received  ihformation  oa  the 


30(h  Novembtr,  1814,  that  the  enShiy  were  ascending  the  river  Bappt- 
hannock,  doubtless  witha  view  to  seiae  upon  and  plunder  the  town  of 
Tappahanoock.  That  he  the  same  evening  repait-cd  to  Tappahaoobck, 
and  soon  after  his  arrival  directed  major  Samuel  Muse  to  issue  id  or- 
A)rlfr  CO  the  claimant,  (then  commandant  of' a  company  ti/.iiulii^^  to 
^  assemble  his  company  and  to  station  .it  at'the  pil^ce  called  Bowlers,  oa 
the  Rappahannock,  about  ten  miles  lower  do^rn  4^^   rivi^r  than  tlie 
town-— that  the  claimani^  in  obedience  to  the  aforesaid   order,  did 
prompdy  assemble  his  company  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  ene- 
my; to  protect  the  farms  in  the  neighbourhood  from  piilagc;  by  the 
:  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy;  j^id  to  prevent  the  negroes  from 
seizing  the  boats  on  the  river  and  going  orf  to  the  ecfemy.     That  the 
claimant  remained  ijvith  his  command  at  Bowlers,  liptil  the  4t&^ 
cember,tbe  day  on  which  the  enemy  descended  the  river»and  untHhe 
was  driven. firom  his  position  by  superior  numbers    of  the  ^iietty— 
That  the enemy_ toot  possession  of  the  place  called  Bowlers,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th — that  all  the  houses  at  that  pUce  were  the  pro- 
perty of  and  occupied  by  the  claimant— that  the  claimant's  comity 
•  teas  hi«-tacked  in  some  of  thehoiiaes-^andiltot  alitor tii.e:gri^ter  and 
most  valuable  part  of  the  houses  were  burned  by  the  enemy  on  the 
evening  of  the  aforesaid  4th  December,  1814. 

John  Saddler  states — That  he  was  ensign  in  the  claimant's  com- 
pany,  and  stadoned  at  Bowlers,  at  the  time  the  British  came  to  the 
nvcr  Rappahannock,  in  December,  1814— that  the  said  company  oc- 
CupiedtVvtho>]L%fc^a\.^ON«\e.t^>at\ati7gcw5|^>5i^^  |^  ^^ 


^ 

tn  order  from  major  Samuel  Muse,  who  acted  under  the  authority  of 
col.  Ritchie^  directing  the  claimant  to  assemble  bis  company  and  re-, 
nhain  at  Bowlers  until  further  orders,  with  a  view  partly  to  watch  the 
movements* of  the  enemy—that  the  claimant  wtthht^  company  did 
assemble  and  remain  at  Bowlers,till  Sunday  the  4th  December*  181<i, 
when  they  were  driven  from  the  ground  by  superior  force  of  the  ene- 
my/except for  a  small  space  of  time;  when  the  claimant  had  started 
for  Tappahannock,  but  in  meeting  captain  Laytbuy  who  delivered  or* 
ders  from  col.  Ritchie  to  remain  at  Bowlers,  he  immediately  returned 
with  his  company. 

Charles  G.  Layton  states:  that  he  knows  the  houses  of  the  claim- 
ant  were  occupied  by  a  company  of  militia,  under  the  order  of  the 
C6h  commandant  of  Eessex  county;  that  when  he  watted  on  the  col« 
oncl  to  get  a  flag  to  go  down  for  his  V^tssei  whichthc  British  had  uk** 
eof  the  colonel  told  him  to  tell  the  claimant  to  remain  at  Bowlers  un« 
til  further  orders;  that  on  his  i^turn  to  Bowlers  he  met  the  claimant 
and  his  company  going  to  Tappahaooock  where  the  colonel  wasi  and 
that  as  soon  as  he  delivered  the  orders  from  colonel  Ritche,  the  claim* 
ant  returned  to  Bowlers  with  his  company,  and  there  remained  till 
driven  from  his  ground  by  superior  force  of  the  British;  when  they 
immediately  put  fire  to  ^e  buildings. 

Francis  Smith  states:  that  he  was  attached  to  the  claimant's  com- 
pany, and  joined  it  about  1st  December,  1 814,  at  the  place  eaUed  Baw« 
lers;  that  during  the  stay  of  the  company  there,  they  had  the  use  of 
the  claimant's  houses  for  their  accommodation,  viz.  the  dwelling 
/house,  storehouse,  and  cabins,  and  some  of  the  men  slept  in  one  of 
the  granaries,  in  all  which  they  slept  kept  theirarms,  ammunitiout  and 
baggage;  that  he  understood  they  were  stationed  at  Bowlers^  in  conse* 
quence  of  orders  from  the  colonel  commandant*  and  thinks  he  saw  an 
order  to  that  effect;  that  on  Sunday  evening,  the  4th  December,  they 
were  compelled,  by  superior  force,  to  retieat  and  abandon  their  post; 
that  the  enemy  immediately  took  possession,  and  burnt  and  destroyed 
whatever  they  found;  and  that  he  believed  the  houses  would  not  hav« 
been  burnt,  if  they  had  not  been  occupied  by  the  said  company. 

Richard  Barnes  stated,  that  in  the  month  of  December,  1814,  a 
few  days  after  the  British  expedition  of  light  vessels  had  descended 
the  river  Rappahannock,  he  rode  to  Westmoreland  court-house  on 
private  business;  that  while  he  was  at  the  court*hottse,  he  was  in 
company  with  lieutenant  Anson  of  the  British  navy,  who,  in  the 
course  of  conversation  on  the  conduct  then  pursued  by  the  enemy, 
openly  advocated  all  the  acts  and  outrages  committed  by  his  country* 
men,  and  appeared  particularly  to  jusufy  the  burning  of  some  of  our 
villages  and  dwellings,  as  measures  of  retaliation  for  alleged  outrages 
said  to  have  been  committed  by  our  forces  on  the  Canada  frontier; 
and  that  on  an  inquiry  from  him  (Mr.  Barnes,)  as  to  their  motive  for 
burning  the  claimant's  houses,  lieutenant  Anson  replied  that  the 
claimant  had  made  barracks  of  his  house  or  houses. 
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g/ptdenc^  as  to  the  value  oftlie  buildings^  and  as  to  tie  ^pecie^yfuantitif^ 
and  value  of  the  other  property  destroyed  therebu 

WiHiam  Oliver  HQd  James  Cauthoroe,  master  workmen,  and 
skilled  in  the  art  of  building  houses,  state — that  the  houses  beloBg- 
4ng  to  the  claimaDt  at  Bowlers,  destroyed  by  the  British,  oamely  one 
d  velUoghouse*  one  storehouse*  apd  two  granaries,  were  worth  at  the 
time  of  their  destruction  M,SOO,  and  that  the  walls  and  other  parts  i^ 
m^ining  of  those  houses  are  wordi  S30d. 

Thomas  Collins,  jr.  stares^  that  he  was  t^e  principal  clerk  of  die 
claimant  at  the  time  the  British  destroyed  the  property  at  Bowlen* 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  property  in  the  store,  dwel* 
ling  and  ware  houses;  that  at  the  time  of  their  destruction  he  knew 
there  were  in  them  80  barrels  of  corn,  HO  bushels  of  beans,  30  bush- 
els of  peas,  170  bushels  of  wheat,  a  pair  of  scales,  4  half  bushel  mea- 
sures, 100  bushels  of  salt,  a  parcel  of  stoue  ware,  1  barrel  of  rectified 
whiskey,  one  barrel  of  lipsecd  oil,  some  coroinon  whiskey;  some  ap« 
pie  brandy,  several  articles  in  the  store,  and  many  articles  of  funu- 
turein  the  dwellinghouse,  all  of  which  were  destroyed  or  taken  off  by 
the  British  at  the  time  of  burning  the  aforesfiid  houses,  and  that,  from 
a  calculation,  he  believes  the  said  articles  were  worth  Si^SM^ 

Charles  G.  Layton,  states — ^That  he  was  in  the  employment  of 
the  claimant  at  th^  time  the  British  destroyed  the  buildings  at  Bow^ 
lers  and  was  acquainted  with  the  most  of  the  contents  of  the  yjizst* 
houses«in  one  ofwhich  he  knew  there  were  80  barrels  of  corn,140  bush* 
els  of  beans,  30  bushels  of  peas,  170  bushels  of  wheat,  a  pair  of  scales 
four  half  bushel  measures,  and  100  bushels  of  salt,  and  that  he  knef 
there  were  several  articles  in  the  other  warehouse,  but  dpes  ^ot  know 
particularly  what  thiey  Were, 

BuvMmmi  of  facts.     Tl^e  Claim  is  far  27,65  5^^^^, 

It  is  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  dwellinghouse,  storehouse,  ca* 
bins  abd  one  of  the  granaries  belonging  to  the  claimant,  at  a  pTace 
called  Bowlers  on  Rappahannock  river  in  Virginia,  were  occupied  as 
barracks  previous  to,  and  at  t^e  time  of  their  destruction  by  the  ene- 
my, for  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  orders  of 
officers  belonging  to  the  militia  of  the  state  of  Virginia. 

It  does  not  appear  that  another  grana^  nt  the  same  place  belong* 
ing  to  the'claimant,  was  actually  occupied  as  barracks;  but  being  it  is 
presumed,  regarded  by  the  enemy  (who  do  not  appear  to  have  made 
nice  distinctions  J  as  appurtenant  to  the  same  inilitary  post,  it  was 
a(^  burnt  wuh  the  other  builings 

'    In  the  estimate  of  damages,  this  granary  is  comprehended  with 
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the  other  buildings,  which  after  deducting  the  value  of  the  ruinst  are 
stated  to  have  been  all  worth  ...        24i,000 

The  estimate  by  the  witnesses  of  funuture  and  other 
gpods  in  the  houses  amounts  to  -  -         1,340  25  "^ 


The  claimant  however  estimates  himself,  his  loss  in  personal 
property  only  at  t^^lSS^f  which  would  reduce  the  affgregate  loss 
to85,l6frfife.  ^ 

The  claimant,  though  of  foreign  birth,  is  represented  to  have 
been  a  strenuous,  brave,  and  faithful  officer  during  the  late  war,  and 
to  have  merited  th^  particular  notice  of  commodore  Porter,  at  the 
White  House. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  BI^ND  LEE,  C.  C.hc 

e  of  claims,  &f  c. 
Washington^  DfC.  8, 1817. 


[25] 
REPORT 

OJt 

THB  SBORETART  OF  WAR| 
A  SYSTEM,  PROVIDING  FOR  THB  ABOLITION 

or  THB 

EXISTING  IKDIAN  TRADE  E8TABXIgHMSKT9 

OP  TBB 

UJSrrTED  STATES, 

AND 

PROVIDING  FOR  THE   OPENING   OF  THE  TRADE 

WITH 

THB  INDIANS  TO  INDIVIDUALS, 

rNDEB  SUITABLE  BEGITLATIONS. 


December  8,  1818. 
Ready  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  Affurs. 
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REPORT 


tf  the  Secretary  of  War  ^  ofasyitem^  propuRngfyrtheaiolilionofiht 
existing  ImUan  trade  estaUiehmente  of  the  United  Skates^  wnapro'^ 
vuGngfor  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  thelnAane  to  inAoidhMby 
under  euitabk  regulationsm 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WAB, 

December  5, 1818. 

SIR, 

Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives! 
of  the  4th  of  April,  I8I89  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  prepare 
and  report,  at  their  next  session,  ^  a  tfystem  providing  for  the  aboli- 
tioo  of  the  existing  Indian  trade  esublishments  of  the  United  States, 
and  providing  for  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  the  Indians  to  indi- 
viduals, under  suitable  reguladons,"  (  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
foUovr^iog  report: 

The  nations  of  Indians,  who  inhabit  this  portion  of  our  continent, 
were,  on  its  6rst  discovery,  in  a  state  of  the  most  perfect  commercial 
iudependence.  Their  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts,  was  indeed,  very 
limited;  but  it  was  commensurate  with  their  wants  and  desires. 
With  their  rude  implements  of  husbandry,  their  hook,  and  bow,  in 
the  construction  of  which  they  were  weOLinstructed,  they  drew  n 
scanty,  but  for  them,  a  sufficient  supply  from  the  soil,  the  water,  and 
the  forest.  A  great  change  has  since  taken  place,  suck  as  appears  tp 
be  ineviuble,  by  a  fixed  law  of  nature,  in  the  intercourse  between  a 
civilized  and  savage  people.  Helplessness  has  succeeded  indepeu- 
dence.  While  their  wants  have  been  greatly  multiplied  and  enlaigg;* 
ed,  by  their  intercourse  with  their  more  civilised  neighbours,  their 
knowledge,  even  of  their  former  rude  arts,  has  been  lost^  without  ac« 
quiring  tibose  which  are  necessary  in  their  new  condition.  The  manu* 
facture  of  the  axe  and  the  hoe,  by  which  thevnow  dear  and  cultivate 
the  soil;  and  the  gun  and  ammunition,  by  whkh  they  take  their  game, 
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are  far  above  their  skill;  and  with  the  exhaustion  of  the  present  stock, 
without  a  new  supply*  they  would  be  reduced  to  extreme  want  Oa 
trade  theo»  with  those  from  whom  they  can  draw  these  and  other 
supplies,  they  are  wholly  dependant.  Wt  have  the  exclusive  right 
to  trade  with  those  within  our  limits;  and  cut  off  as  the  southern 
tribes  are,  by  our  acquisition  in  the  late  war,  from  intertoursc  widi 
foreigners  on  the  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we  have  the  means,  by  a 
proper  extension  of  our  posts,  on  the  lakes,  the  Mississippi,  and  die 
Missouri,  (to  effect  which,  measures  have  alread>  been  talten,)  to  en- 
force effectually,  without  much  additional  expense,  this  impomot 
right.  The  period  seems  then  to  have  arrived,  to  give  to  our  con- 
trol over  the  Indians,  through  an  exclusive  supply  oftheir  wants,  the 
greatest  efficiency;  and  to  promote  theirs,  and  our  interest,  by  ajudi* 
ous  system  of  trade,  fairly  and  justly  directed. 

A  similar  view  of  this  branch  of  our  trade,  seems  to  have  been 
taken  at  an  early  period  by  our  government.  It  directed  its  atteo* 
tion  to  this  interesting  and  important  subject,  as  early  as  the  year 
1775,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  by  Congress,  to  devise  a  plan 
for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  Indians.  In  the  next  year,  a  very  con« 
siderable  purchase  of  goods  was  directed  to  be  made,  for  the  Indian 
trade;  and  trade  with  them,  except  under  license  and  bond,  was 
stricdy  prohibited*  The  subject  was  frequently  acted  on,  daring 
the  confederation;  but  no  systematic  effort  was  made  to  regulate  it, 
till  1786,  when  an  ordinance  was  passed,  dividing  the  Indian  depart- 
ment  into  two  districts,  and  appointing  a  superintendent,  with  a  depu- 
ty to  each.  It  was  made  their  duty  to  execute  such  regulations,  as 
Congress  might  establish  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs;  to  correspond 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  through  whom,  their  communications 
were  directed  to  be  made  to  Congress;  to  obey  the  instructions  of  die 
War  Department;  and  to  grant  license  to  trade  with  Indians.  Hiis 
ordinance  directed,  that  no  license  should  be  granted  to  foreignen, 
and  only  to  citizens,  whose  good  moral  character  should  be  certified, 
by  the  governor  of  a  state,  under  the  seal  of  the  state,  and  that  bonds 
should  be  given,  to  conform  to  established  regulations.  Ijicenses  were 
granted*  to  continue  in  force  for  one  year  only,  and  upon  the  payment 
of  6fty  dollars.  To  trade  without  license,  incurred  a  penalty  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  forfeiture  of  goods.  The  superintendents  and 
their  deputies  were  prohibited  from  engaging  in  trade. 

The  chiknge  in  the  form  of  the  government,  a  few  years  after  die 
passing  of  this  ordinance,  and  the  debility  into  which  public  afiairs 
tell,  about  the  termination  of  the  confederation,  prevented  diis  judi- 
cious system  from  being  carried  into  effect. 

^  Under  the  present  constitution,  the  subject  of  Indian  trade  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  1790.  IV 
system  of  trade  by  licenses  w^  retained,  which  were  directed  tc  be 
granted  for  two  years,  by  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  IVesideatv 
to  applicants  of  ^ood  character ^  who  gave  bonds  to  conform  to  rcgu* 
lations;  and  to  tcadit  "wi^omx  \vc^T»^^w^AVj&i\vxtA.xs^'K  CtttCeiturc  of 
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aerchaadtte.  The  act  contains  no  prohibitiona  of  foreigners,  and 
requires  nothing  to  be  paid  for  the  licenses.  In  the  years  1795,  and 
1796,  acts  were  passed  very  similar  in  their  provisions  to  the  one 
just  recited;  and  in  the  year  1802,  an  act  repealing  former  acts,  and 
which  still  continues  in  force,  was  passed.  It  inflicts  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  in  ad* 
dition  to  the  forfeiture  of  goods  for  trading  without  license;  and  di- 
rects licenses  to  be  granted  on  bond,  with  sufficient  security  to  con* 
form  to  law  and  regulations,  without  making  a  good  character,  or 
citisenship  a  requisite* 

By  an  act  of  1816,  the  last  passed  on  this  subject,  foreigners  are 
prohibited  from  trading  with  the  Indians,  except  permitted  by  the 
President,  and  under  such  regulations  as  he  should  estabhsh/  In« 
atructions  have  been  given  under  this  act  to  prohibit  foreigners  from 
passing  into  the  Indian  country,  except  as  boatmen,  and,  under  cer« 
tain  conditions,  as  interpreters. 

The  system  of  trade  by  public  factors,  now  proposed  to  be^ 
abolished,  commenced  in  the  year  1796;  but  without  superceding  the 
original  mode  of  carrying  on  the  trade  by  license.  The  President 
was  authorized  to  establish  trading  houses,  and  to  appoint  an  agent 
to  each  house  to  carry  on,  as  the  act  states,  '*  a  liberal  trade  with  the 
Indians."  The  act  appropriated  S  1M,000,  as  the  capital  of  this 
trade,  and  the  additional  sum  of  S  8,000  annually  for  the  payment  of 
agents  and  clerks;  and  directed  the  trade  to  be  carried  on,  so  as  not 
to  diminish  the  capiuL  It  was  limited  to  two  years;  but  was  by  a 
subsequent  act  continued  in  force  till  1806.  A  superintendent  of  In- 
dians was  then  appointed,  and  the  capital  increased  to  S  S60,000,  and 
S  1 3f000  was  annually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  superintend 
dent,  agents,  and  clerks.  This  act  was  limited  to  three  years;  but 
afterwards  continued  in  force  till  1811.  The  capital  was  then  in- 
creased to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  an  annual  appro- 
priation of  &  19,^0  for  the  payment  of  superintendent,  agents,  and 
clerks.  It  was  limited  to  three  years;  but  has  been  extended  by  sub- 
sequent acts  to  the  first  of  March  next. 

The  capital  at  present  is  distributed  among  eight  trading  houses, 
or  factories,  esUblished  at  the  following  places:  fort  Mitchell,  the 
Chickasaw  Bluflfs;  fort  Confederation,  on  the  Tombigbee;  fort  Osage, 
on  the  Missouri;  Prairi  du  Chien,  on  the  Mississippi;  Sulphar  Fork, 
on  Red  Rive;  Green  Bay,  and  Chicago. 

Such  is  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  condition  of  our  Indian 
trade.  It  ¥ras  commenced,  and  has  been  continued  from  motives 
both  of  prudence  and  humanity;  and  though  it  may  not  have  fully 
realised  the  expecutions  of  its  'friends,  it  has  no  doubt  produced 
beneficial  effects.  If  wars  have  not  been  entirely  prevented  by  it, 
they,  probably  without  it,  would  have  been  more  frequent;  and,  if 
the  Indians  have  made  but  little  advances  in  civilization,  they  proba« 
bly  without  it  would  have  made  less.  If  greater  effects  have  not  re- 
sulted, it  is  to  be  attributed  not  to  a  want  of  dependence  on  the  part 
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»f  the  Indians  on  commercial  suppKee,  but  to  defects  in  tlicsyitaa 
itself,  or  in  its  administration.  Scarcely  any  attempt  has  been  wDmk 
x\\\  lately  to  tzclude  foreignera,  and  the  granting  of  lieensea*  haa  not 
been  subject  to  those  checks,  which  are  necessary  to  gwe  to  it  the 
roost  alutary  effects* 

Should  it  be  thought  unadvisible  to  continue  the  present  tradioK 
system  by  factories,  by  permitting  the  act  to  expire^  by  ita  linalttion, 
on  the  first  of  March  next,  it  will  then  of  course  termioraie.  In 
winding  up  its  concerns,  two  points  are  to  be  regarded;  to  austaiais 
little  loss  as  possible;  and  to  withdraw  from  the  trade  graduaOy,  ia 
order  that  the  capital  employed,  may  be  supplied  from  other  sources. 
To  effect  both  of  these  objects^  I  would  soggeet,  that  so  modi 
of  the  act  of  1811,  as  authorizes  the  appointment  of  asuperiotea* 
dent  and  factors,  be  continued  in  force  for  one  year;  and  that  they 
be  authorized  to  make  sales,  as  heretofore,  of  the  goods  aad  elecis 
^on  hand,  and  those  which  maybe  acqiuredlrom  the  Indians* 

Ihe  superintendent  of  Indian  trade  should  also  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  exhibit  at  his  officCf  for  inspection,  aa  inventory  of 
the  stock  in  trade,  with  the  property  attached  to  the  respective  facto- 
ries; and  he  should  be  directed  to  sell  the  same  on  the  best  terms 
offtrtfd,  provided  the  sales  can  be  effected  at  cost  and  charges,  b 
would  be  proper  to  allow  considerable  credit  upon  approv^  bonds 
and  security;  and  the  President  ought  to  be  empowered  to  aoDCX,  is 
the  condition  of  the  sale,  if  he  should  think  it  advisible,  to  sell  the 
goods  to  the  Indians,  at  the  place  at  which  the  factory  is  estabUshed; 
provided,  the  sales  can  be  effected  within  the  period  of  one  year. 
J'hc  iactory  at  fort  Clarkcy  being  established  by  a  treaty  with  the 
Great  and  Little  Usages  in  the  year  1808,  must  be  cootiaued  by  the 
government,  or  sold  out  subject  to  the  condition  of  being  coaunoed 
so  long  as  the  Indians  may  desire  it.  It  would  perhaps  be  advisaUe 
to  direct  a  new  treaty^  rescinding  on  suitable  compensation  the  stipa* 
lation  referred  to. 

The  Cbtablishment  would  by  these  means  terminate  graduaDyt 
without  the  hazard  of  any  conniderable  losses. 

To  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to  individuals,  under  suitabk 
r  gulaiions,  is  a  task  of  much  greater  difficulty.  The  vast  extent  sf 
the  country  u^habltcd  by  the  Indians;  and  the  numbers  and  variety  of 
the  tribes,  render  it  impossible  to  apply,  with  propriety,  any  oae 
uniform  system  to  the  whole.  I'he  various  tribes  for  the  purpose  of 
trade  mavi  however,  be  comprehended  in  two  classes.  Those  ia 
our  immediate  neighborhood,  surrounded  by  our  settlements  aad 
our  military  posts,  and  who  from  long  intercourse  with  us,  havebe- 
come  partially  civilized;  and  those  more  remote,  who  stiH  rctsia 
tl  eir  original  character  and  customs.  In  the  former  are  compie* 
hendtd  the  four  southern  tribes,  the  Osages  and  the  small  tribes  iah 
mediat  ly  west  of  the  Mississippi,  those  within  the  limits  of  Ui* 
nois,  Indiana^  Ohio,  and  that  part  of  the  Michigan  territory,  east^ 
lake  Iilich\^jLv\.    'VVve.\v)A.v<iT  ^:ota^xf^^fc\A.'^  -^s^  v^^rlcift.  bribes  wKbotit 
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those  limits.    I  propose  to  consider  the  system  of  trade  best  calcu- 
.  lated  for  each  division  beginning  with  the  former. 

After  giving  the  subject  that  full  consideration  which  its  impor* 
tance  merits,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of 
1786,  with  a  few  additions  and  modifications,  particularly  in  the  ad» 
ministrative  part,  so  as  to  adjust  it  to  our  present  form  of  govern- 
mentare,  for  this  division  of  our  Indian  trade,  the  best  that  can  be 
devised*     The  provisions  of  the  acts,  now  in  jforce  in  relation  to  ti« 
censes,  are  not  as  well  guarded,  or  as  efficient,  as  those  of  the  ordi- 
nance referred  to.    The  introduction  of  the  factories  seems  to  have 
relaxed  the  attention  of  government  to  the  system  of  trade  under 
license.     I  would  then  propose  to  assume  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance referred  to,  as  the  basis  of  a  system  to  open  the  trade  with  the 
contigious  tribes  of  Indians,  to  individual  enterprise.     Instead  how- 
ever of  appointing  two  superintendents,  I  would  propose  a  superin* 
tendent  of  Indian  affiiirs  to  be  attached  to  the  War  Department,  with 
a  aalary  of  i  5,000  per  annum.    The  superintendent  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  be  charged,  subject  to  sCich 
regulations  as  the  President  may  prescribe,  with  the  correspondence, 
superintendence,  and  general  management  of  Indian  aifairs;  and  to 
be  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
grant  license  to  trade  with  the  Indians.     Licenses  to  be  grapted  to 
citizens  of  good  moral  character,  and  to  continue  in  force  till  revok- 
ed.    A  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  determined  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  President,  to  be  paid,  for  the  privilege  of  using  it,  at  the  time 
of  granting  the  license,  and  annually  during  its  continuance;  and 
bonds  with  sufficient  security  to  be  taken  to  conform  to  law  and  regu« 
latioos.     Licenses  to  be  revoked  by  the  President  whenever  he  may 
judge  proper.     To  trade  without  license,  to  subject  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six 
months;  with  a  forfeiture  of  the  goods.     Licenses  to  be  granted  to 
trade  at  specified  places,  to  be  selected  by  the  applicants,  and  not  to  be 
changed  without  the  consent  of  the  superintendent.    All  peddling  and 
•ales  of  spirituous  liquors  to  be  strictly  prohibited.     Each  trading 
house,  or  estabFishment,  to  require  a  separate  license;  and  books  to 
be  kept  at  the  establishment,  in  which  the  prices  of  the  goods  sold, 
and  the  articles  purchased^  should  be  regularly  and  fairly  entered; 
and  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  Indian  agent,  or 
such  persons  as  the  superintendent  may  appoint* 

The  reasons  for  most  of  these  provisions  are  so  obvious,  as  to 
require  no  illustration.  They  will  all  be  passed  over,  accordingly, 
without  observatioUf  except  the  provisions,  which  requires  the  pay- 
ment of  anairoual  sum  for  the  use  of  license;  and  that  which  require 
the  trading  establishment  to  be  fixed.  The  former  provision  is  taken 
from  the  ordinance  of  1786,  which  directed  licenses  to  be  granted 
forooe  year  only,  and  on  payment  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  superinten- 
dent for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  thatnow 
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proposed,  if  the  vriue  of  money  at  that  tiane  be  taken  into  m- 
sideration.  ... 

But  it  wHl  probably  be  objeaed,  that  it  is  our  interest,  nd« 
we  propose  to  monopolise  their  trade,  our  duty  too,  to  finniA  the 
Indians  with  mods,  on  as  moderate  terms  as  poasible;  andlbatde 
sum  to  be  paid  Cor  a  license,  by  acting  as  a  duty  on    the   goods  soU 
under  it,  will  tend  to  en haoce  their  price*     In    answer   to  wbidi  it 
may  be  justly  observed,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  ao  much  impoil- 
ance,  that  they  shou\d  obuin  their  supplies  for  a  few  cents  more  sr 
less,  as  that  the  trade  should,  as  far  as  practicable^  be  put  eSectaalf 
under  the  control  of  the  government,  in  order,  that  they  »ay  be  |NS> 
tected  against  the  fraud  and  the  violence  to  which  their  igBOmce 
and  weakness  would,  without  such  protection,  expose  diem.    Itii 
this  very  ignorance  and  weakness,  which  render  it  necessary  for  tiie 
government  to  interfere;  and  if  such  interference  is  proper  at  aB,  it 
ought  to  be  rendered  effectual.     Such  will  be  the  tendency  of  tUi 
provision.     Its  first,  and  obvious  effects,  will  be    to  dimiiNsii  aMK 
cerbiinly,  and  with  less  injurious  effect,  than   any  other  pravVuoa 
which  can  be  devised,  the  number  of  traders;  and  to  increase  tk 
amount  of  capiul  which  each  would  employ.    The  profit  of  a  saMK 
capital  of  a  few  hundred  dollars,  would  scarcely  pay  for  the  Sccaie; 
while  that  on  a  large  one,  would  not  be  much  diminished  by  it 
Both  of  these  effects,  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  traders,  asd 
the  increase  of  the  capital,  would  add  greatly  to  the  control  isf  die  go- 
vernment over  the  trade.     It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  imped 
the  conduct,  and  coDsequently  control  the  actions  of  the  multitnde  of 
traders,  with  small  capitals,  diffused  over  the  Indian  country,  and  scl- 
tied  at  remote  and  obscure  places.    The  greatest  vigilance,  on  Ae 
part  of  the  superintendent  and  his  agents,  would  be  unequal  to  tke 
task.     By  diminishing  the  number,  and  bringing  each  more  pensa- 
nendy  before  the  view  of  the  governments  a  due  inspection  and  super- 
intendence  becomes  practicable.     Again,  what  control  can  the  govern- 
ment have  over  the  conduct  of  a  trader,  with  a  capital  of  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  only?  Suppose  he  should  violate  the  express  iojiinctioos 
of  law  and  reflations;  what  serious  loss  would  he  sustain  by  revok* 
in^  his  license,  or  by  putting  his  bond  in  suit?  To  him  it  would  be 
nothing  to  wind  up  his  business,  and  give  his  capital  another  direc- 
tion; and  as  to  the  bond,  in  such  distant  and  obscure  transactions, 
he  might  pretty  safely  calculate  on  escaping  its  penalty.     Very  dit 
ferent  would  be  the  case,  with  the  trader  of  a  large  capitaL      To  r^ 
voke  his  license,  would  be  k  serious  evil,  which  must  subject  him  to 
certain  loss;  and  should  he  break  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  be  wonli 
be  much  more  in  danger  of  feeling  its  penalty.    The  control  of  the 
government  would  not  only  be  greater  over  such  traders,  but  what  is 
of  equal  importance,  their  influence  with  the  Indians,  would  have  a 
more  salutary  direction.    A  war,  between  them  and  us,  would,  in  atf 
cases,  be  injurious,  and  in  many  cases,  would  be  ruinous  to  the  tra* 
der  of  a  large  capital;  but  not  so,  with  one  of  smaU  capital.    A  sin- 
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gle  profitable  specuUtiOD  may  be  of  more  importance  to  him,  than 
the  coDtiouaoce  of  peace.  From  the  effects  of  war,  he  can  as  easily 
escape,as  from  the  revocation  of  his  license^or  the  penalty  of  his  bond. 
t«et  the  character  of  the  former  be  what  it  may,  he  musi,  from  inter- 
est, be  the  advocate  of  peace,  and  the  influence  of  his  own  govern- 
ment; while  the  htter^  unless  influenced  by  virtuous  motivesy  would 
fttl  in  either  but  little  interest. 

From  the  nature  of  the  trade,  the  more  it  can  be  concentrated, 
provided,  there  is  reasonable  competition,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
Indians  and  ourselves.  The  very  opposite,  it  is  true,  would  bt  the 
fact,  if  they  had  the  capacity  and  intelligence  to  uke  care  of  their  own 
interest,  without  our  protection;  but  situated  as  they  are,  indefinite 
competition  would  be  no  less  injurious  to  them,  than  to  our  citizens; 
and  such  appear  to  be  their  sentiments.  The  Chickasaws,  in  a  late 
treaty,  complained  of  the  injury  which  they  had  susuined,  from  ped- 
dlars  and  small  traders;  and  they  had  a  stipulation  inserted,  against 
the  granting  of  any  license  to  trade  with  their  nation,  as  the  only  ef- 
fectual means  which  suggested  itself  to  prevent  it. 

The  reasona  for  fiitiog  the  trading  establishments,  are  no  less 
strong.  By  rendering  them  stationary,  and  compelling  the  proprie- 
tor to  keep  books,  containing  regular  entries  of  all  their  sales  and 
purchases,  important  checks  will  be  presented  to  prevent  fraud  and 
exorbitant  charges.  It  will  also  strongly  tend  to  prevent  collision 
^tween  the  traders,  and,  consequently,  the  creation  of  parties  among 
the  Indians,  for  or  against  particular  tiaders;  a  state  of  things  un- 
friendly to  their  interest,and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  frontier.  Be* 
aides,  the  trading  establishment  being  fixed,  as  they  will  be,  in  the 
most  advantageous  positions,  will,  in  time,  beconoe  the  nucleus  of  In- 
dian settlements,  which,  by  giving  greater  density  and  steadiness  to 
their  population,  #ill  tend  to  introduce  a  division  of  real  property, 
and  uitts  hasten  their  ultimate  civilization* 

Such  are  the  provisions  under  which  the  trade  with  those  tribes 
of  Indians  in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  may  with  safety  and  ad- 
vantage be  opened  to  individual  enterprise.  With  a  vigilant  admin- 
istration, it  will  produce  results  equally  salutary  to  the  Indians  and 
ourselves.  In  fact,  the  knowledge  of  the  use  of  monev,  and  the  pri* 
ees  of  most  of  the  ordinary  articles  of  Uade,  is  so  far  advanced  among 
thetti  OS  to  guard  them,  to  a  considerable  extent,  against  mere  fraud 
and  imposition;  and  with  the  cOfitro},  which  the  government  may  ex- 
ercise over  the  trade  with  diem,  they  would  generally  receive  their 
aupplies  on  hit  and  moderate  ttraaa.  The  system  is  not  less  calcu- 
lated to  secure  peace.  The  regnlar  tmdlera,  who  have  paid  for  the 
tise  of  their  licenses,  wiUbe  Ait  most  active  lo  prevent  vexatious 
peddling  and  reuttiag  of  spirituous  liqttora,whicli  aire  the  bane  of  the 
frontier*  They  wiU,  besidea,  faeeome  the  most  active  promoters  of 
industry,  lor  the  almost  totsl  destraction  <if  game  has  rendered  the 
sttount  of  pekries  and  liirs  of  little  value  in  this  branch  of  Indian 
tradci  and  the  capacity  of  paying  for  the  goods  purchased,  must  con- 
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sequently,  m  a  great  measure,  depend  on  the  proceeds  of  the  toiL 
In  fact  the  neighboring  tribes  are  becoming  daily  less  waifike,  ni 
more  helpless  and  dependent  on  us  through  their  numerous  waato, 
and  thev  are  rendered  still  more  pacific  by  the  fear  of  fsrfieitingtiieir 
lands  and  annuities.  They  have  in  a  great  measure  ceased  tobess 
6bject  of  terror,  and  have  become  that  of  commisseratiQii.  Ike 
time  seems  to  have  arrivedi  when  our  policy  towards  them  dKNiU 
undergo  an  important  change.  They  neither  are  in  fact,  nor  osght 
to  be  considered  as  independent  nations.  Our  views  of  their  iattr^ 
est«  and  not  their  own,  ought  to  goVem  them.  By  a  proper  coflrinoih 
tion  of  force  and  persuasion,  of  punishments  and  rewards,  they  oq^ 
to  be  brought  within  the  pales  of  law  and  civilis&atioii.  Left  to  diettp 
selves,  they  will  never  reach  that  desirable  condition.  Before  the 
slow  operation  of  reason  and  experience,  can  convince  ihem  of  its 
superior  advantages,  they  must  be  overwhelmed  by  the  migfaqr  tor- 
rent of  our  population*  Such  small  bodies  with  savage  customs  md 
character,  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  permitted  to  exist  in  an  iade- 
pendent  concution  in  the  midst  of  civilized  society.  Onr  laws  sad 
manners  ought  to  supercede  their  present  savag^e  oianacrs  and  cus- 
toms. Beginning  with  those  most  advanced  in  civilization,  and  sur- 
rounded by  our  people,  they  ought  to  be  made  to  contract  thw  s^ 
dements  within  reasonable  bounds,  with  a  distinct  understudiagf 
that  the  United  States  intended  to  make  no  further  acquisition  of  ksd 
^  from  them,  and  that  the  setdements  reserved  are  intended  for  tbek 
permanent  home.  The  land  ought  to  be  divided  among  fiimilies;  sail 
the  idea  of  individual  property  in  the  soil  carefully  inculcated*  Iheir 


who  might  not  choose  to  submit,  ought  to  be  permitted  and  aided  is 
forming  new  setdements  at  a  distance  from  ours.  When  suflidea^ 
ly  advsnced  in  civilization,  they  would  be  permitted  to  participate  is 
auch  civil  and  political  rights,  as  the  respective  states  within  whdis 
limits  they  are  situated,  might  safely  extend  to  them.  It  is  only  fcf 
causing  our  opinion  of  their  interest  to  prevail,  that  they  cran  beci- 
vili;sed  and  saved  from  exdnction.  Onder  the  present  policy,  dMf 
are  continually*  decreasing  and  de^neradng;  notwithstandii^  de 
government  hitt,  under  all  of  its  admmistrations,been  actaated|by,lke 
most  sincere  desire  to  promote  theirhappiness  and  civilizatioa.  Tlie 
iault  has  been,  not  in  the  want  of  zeal,  but  in  the  mode,  which  it  has 
been  attempted  to  eflfiect  these  desirable  objecu.  The  bdians  are 
not  so  situated  as  to  leave  it  to  dme  and  experience  to  eflfect  dicir 
civilisation.  By  selecting  prudendy  the  occasion'  for  die  change,  bf 
establishing  a  few  essential  reguladons,  and  by  appointing  persons  to 
administer  them  fairly  and  honesdy,  our  eflbrts  could  scarcely  fidl  flf 
success*  Nor  ought  it  to  be  feared,  that  the  power  would  be  aboasd 
on  our  part,  for,  in  addition  to  the  dictates  otbeaevolencei  we  hase 
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a  strong  interest  in  their  civilization.  The  enmi^,  even  of  the  fron* 
tier  settlers  towards  them,  is  caused  principally  by  the  imperfection 
of  the  present  system,  and  under  the  one  which  I  have  suggested,  it 
will  greatly  abate,  if  not  entirely  subside.  The  natural  humanity  and 
generosity  of  the  American  character,  would  no  longer  be  weakened  . 
by  the  disorders  and  savage  cruelty  to  which  our  frontiers  are  now 
exposed.  A  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  a 
Btrong  desire  to  arrest  the  current  of  evenu,  which  if  permitted  to 
flow  in  their  present  channel,  must  end  in  the  annihilation  of  those 
who  were  once  the  proprietors  of  this  prosperous  country,  must  be 
my  apology  for  this  digression.  / 

It  remaina  to  consider  in  what  manner  our  trade  can  be  the  most 
successfully  prosecuted,  with  the  numerous  Indian  tribes,  who  occu« 
py  the  vast  region  extending  west  to  the  Paci6c  Ocean.  It  is  ob*^ 
vious  that  the  system  proposed  for  the  partially  civilized  tribes,  bor- 
dering on  our  settlements,  would  prove  altogether  inadequate  to  this 
branch  of  our  Indian  trade.  It  will  require  a  system  of  far  more 
energy  to  effect  the  great  objects,  which  ought  to  be  pursued  through 
it.  To  establish  a  decided  control  over  the  numerous  and  savage 
tribes  within  these  vast  limits,  and  to  give  to  our  trade  with  them 
its  utmost  extensi6n»  are  deemed  to  be  objects  of  great  national  im- 
portance. It  is  believed  that  within  our  limits,  along  the  range  of  the 
hockey  Mountain,  quite  to  the  Mexican  frontier,  is  the  best  region 
for  fur  and  peltries  on  this  continent.  With  proper  efforts,  the 
whole  of  this  valuable  trade  extending  quite  across  to  the  great  wes- 
tern ocean,  would)  in  a  few  years,  be  exclusively  in  our  possession. 
To  produce  these  desirable  results,  foreign  adventurers,  whose  in- 
fluence must  at  all  times  be  hostile  to  our  interest,  and  dangerous  to 
our  peace,  must  be  excluded.  With  ^is  view,  and  to  protect  ou^ 
own  trade,  means  have  been  taken  to  extend  our  military  posts  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri.  Whatever  character  our  trade  in  that 
quarter  may  assume,  the  extension  of  our  poets,  as  contemplated, 
will  be  indispensable  to  its  enlarged  and  successful  prosecution;  but 
it  is  believed  that  with  all  of  the  advantageSf  which  they  will  afford, 
unless  the  trade  be  properly  and  efficiently  organised,  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  compute,  with  entire  success,  with  the  British  companies  on 
the  north,  nor  to  acquire  that  decided  control  over  the  Indians,  which 
is  indispensable  to  its  complete  success. 

In  order  to  have  just  ideas  on  this  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
into  consideration,  not  only  the  vast  extent  and  remoteness  of  the 
region,  over  which)  it  is  proposed  to  extend  our  trade,  but  the  char- 
acter of  the  numerous  tribes,  who  inhabit  it.  lliey  are  all  more  or 
less  migratory;  in  the  summer  moving  towards  the  north,  and  in  the 
winter  to  the  south,  in  pursuit  of  the  Buffalo,  and  other  game.*  They 
are  thus,  in  the  summer,  brought  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  Bri- 
tish establishments  to  the  north  of  our  limits,  where,  notwithstand- 
ing our  militar}'  posts  and  the  advantage  of  our  position,  much  of 
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the  trade  aad  ioflucttce  era  these  fierce  aqd  w^rlUte  Crihei  v3l  Ofr 
ter,  unlets  our  means  0f  cMrryiug  k  oo  should  be  a«  well  oi^mM 
•nd  eficieot  as  theirs.  The  difficulty,  tbougjh  of  90  o|^pmUlM»il 
DO  less  coD8idenA>le  os  the  sogtbeni  frontier,  of  thU  poTmetdW 
couniry.  The  line  faetweeo  us  9»d  the  Spanish  poaseasiooaii  JM#> 
CO,  is  io,iu  whole  extent  a  subfect  of  discussion;  and  even  iAi^irfll'ft 
bt  adjusted^  will  prohaUy,  to  a  considerable  emdent,  be  vidHmtaiaa* 
ral  and  visible  boundaritis.  To  a  trade  thus  situated,  cxteDdia|W 
so  vast  a  reg*om  tobabited  by  oufnerous  uibes  not  leaa  warfika  te 
savage,  with  the  competkioo  of  .powerful^ and  Icmg  esuMisbed  eUlr 
f^oies,  on  one  side*  and  danger  of  collision  00  the  other*  cli0  plJh 
ganized  efforta  of  iadividuala,  always  with  jarring^  atid  fireqi^a% 
with  opposing,  interest,  appear  to  be  wholly  inadequate^o  itaiiniffll 
feif  or  safe  prosecution.  The  rivalry  of  trade,  which  10  wdiwtfh 
fated  comoiunities,  gives  the  greatest  prosperity  to  comme^attWSNii 
in  these  distant  regions,  beycMid  the  control  of  law,  or  aiiperiar'# 
thorhy,  amongst  &erce  and  ignorant  savages,  lead  to  the  onmIMI 
tonbequences*  £ach  trader,  or  association  of  traders  wouM  iUhik- 
vor  to  monopolize  the  trade  widiin  certain  limiis^  and  woald^OT 
their  cufioing  and  influence  to  render  the  savages  their  partiMWi  Ad 
ihe  enemy  oi  their  rivals  in  trade*  Aiaong  a  people  at  onoeiia  itfR 
and  so  easily  duped,  the  result  may  be  readily  anticlpatied.  Aftiit 
of  disorder  and  violence  would  universally  prevail,  ^ualtf  oaflrili- 
aate  to  the  Indians  and  ourselves;  arMJ  which  would  stroa^^y  fead^li 
turn  the  trade,  aud  with  it  the  ioflucni:e  over  the  lodiaaa  to  fhHwA 
organized  foreign  fur  companiea  near  our  limits. 

Jf  these  observations  are  correa;  if  the  tiiicombined  efbrts  af 
indiviilua's  are  inadequate  to  a  auccese»ful  competition  widixhe  S> 
tish  fur  compauiks;  ^f  tiusy  will  eudaugcr  iuui  peace  with  our  sMihiifs 
neighbors,  and  lead  to  fierce  anJ  dangcroub  ri v;ilry "among  thm- 
selves,  it  only  remains  to  consider,  whether  a  mode  can  .be  devised 
of  carrying  on  this  branch  of  oam*  lodiaa  trade,  which  wiU  abvhtc 
these  evils,  and  acccnsptiab  the  desirable  objects  of  givini^^b^gaiat^ 
est  extension  to  it,  accompanied  with  the  most  efficient  contlol^rar 
the  Indians  themselvea. 

The  united  influence  and  combined  efforts  of  the  fur  compavci 
referred  to,  can  be  met  aiKcessIidly,  it  is  believed,  only  by  an  eqiad 
concentration  of  influence,  and  dSbrtsoo  our  part;  the  jeahias  ri- 
valry of  independent  tradera^with  its  fatal  consequence s,can  be  obvist- 
ed  only  by  removing  the  diversity  of  interest  by  which  it  would  be 
etcited,  and  the  danger  of  coUisioOy  on  our  soutuern  limitst  by  inb- 
jectiog  the  trade  completely  to  the  will  and  control  of  the  govcn- 
ment.  The  mode  then«  which  1  would  propose,  would  he  t»  vcH 
the  trade  in  a  company  with  sufficient  capital;  Co  b<;  divided  ilia 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  and  to  be  limited  to  jhe  Utmot 
twenty  years;  to  pay  an  annual  ua  on  its  subscribed  eapiial,  for  At 
privilege  of  exclusive  trade,  and  to  be  subject,  in  like  rouoacr,  as  pri* 
vate  traders,  to  such  rtdes  and  rcgulatioqs  as  may  be  prescribed,    b. 


ii  that  tbiit  aiost  of  die  ty\\$  tp  be  Mpirb^fi^  by  I^YVig  the  trside 
opm  te  the  comp^titioo  of  privitte  eilvemureri  mmA^  h  i».bftf9V«d» 
be  evoided.  The  efforts  of  the  cpmiiapy,  ua4i#IUurlP94  by  rival  iii?^ 
teresUf  would  be  directed  to  establith  Hi  cwliol  over  ibe  various 
uibea  of  lodiaos  to  exclude  foreign  adveninrerf,  99A  |o  give  tbo 
Hrfeatest  degree  of  proBts  to  ils  tn^de^  The  fttcc^M  oi  Micb  a  cooi^ 
pany,  properly  conducted,  scarce^  admila  ^f  a  doubt«  Our  positioA 
in  regard  to  diis  trade;  the  facility  which  iba  navigatioo  of  our  great 
and  DumeroMs  rivers  in  that  quarter  would  affimli  aad  the  protectkm 
from  our  military  posts,  would  speedily  descitiy  all  foreign  omipftti- 
tioo^and  would^  in  a  few  years,  push  our  trade  to  the  Paoifie  OceafW 
The  most  pro€uble  fur  and  peltry  tnnle  in  the  world  would  be  ours, 
accompanied  with  a  decided  infltlence  €ir#r  the  aiimeroua  aqd  warlike 
Iribes  mhabitiog  those  extensive  regions.  The  mere  objedioa,  that 
St  would  create  a  monopoly  ought  iH>t  lo  outweigh  so  nauy  advanr 
tages.  The  trade  with  the  Indiana  has  never  been  opened*  witbpui 
restrictions  io  our  citiaens.  Licenses  froas  the  gMremnjent  havp 
at  all  times  been  required;  and  tlie  j^emasent  baa  iiself,lboughi  its 
factories,  to  a  considerable  extent,  monopolized  the  tradei  and  by  an 
extension  of  its  capital  only^  mi|;bt  engross  the  whole  of  it.  All  of 
these  provisjons,  however  necessary,  m  the  Indian  trade,  would  be 
absura  in  any  other  branch  of  our  commerce.  Besides,  the  profit  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indians,  has,at  all  times,  been  confined  to  a  few  in- 
dividuals; and  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  grea^r  portion  of  the 
community  would  participate  in  it  by  carrying  it  on  in  the  manner 
proposed,  than  in  any  other  mode.  In  fact,  absurd  as  commercial 
monopoly  would  be,  where  law  and  authority  exist  to  repress  the 
mischievous  effects,  which  might  spring  from  unbounded  rivalry,  and 
to  give  to  such  rivalry,  salutary  consequences;  just  in  the  same  de- 
gree, would  it  be  wise  ^nd  advantageous  to  carry  on  the  trade  under 
consideration,  by  an  incorporated  company.  A  nation,  discovers  its 
wisdom  no  less  in  departing  from  general  maxims,  where  it  is  no  lon- 
ger wise  to  adhere  to  them,  than  in  our  adherence  to  them  in  ordina- 
ry circumstances.  In  fact  it  evinces  a  greater  effort  of  reason.  The 
first  advance  of  a  nation  is  marked  by  the  establishment  of  maxims, 
which  are  deemed  universal,  but  which  farther  experience  and  re- 
flection teach  to  be  only  general,  admitting  of  occasional  modifica- 
tions and  exceptions. 

Should  the  U  )UHe  however,  not  adopt  these  views,  but  prefer 
to  open  the  trade  to  the  enterprise  of  single  individeak,  or  such  as- 
sociations as  might  be  formed  for  the  purpose,  I  would  suggest  the 
provisions  already  proposed  For  the  trade  with  the  neighboring  tribes 
of  Indians,  as  the  most  advisable,  with  the  exception  of  the  provi- 
sions, which  require  the  trader  to  be  located,  and  that  regular  books 
of  sales  and  purchases  should  be  kept.  In  lieu  of  which  provisions^ 
I  would  propose,  that  the  goods  intended  for  this  branch  of  Indian 
trade,  and  the  articles  required  by  purchase  from  the  Indians,  should 
be  entered  under  oath,  the  former  with  a  copy  of  th^  invoice,  and 


li 


[2SJ 


thelatter,wlth  a  statement  of  prices^  With  the  Indian  agent  at  Mid- 
inaw,  St.  Loois»  Belle  Pointi  on  the  Arkansas  river^  or  Natchitoches, 
on  Bed  river;  or  such  other  places  as  the  President  may  designate. 

The  entry  can  be  made  without  much  inconvenience  to  the  tra- 
der, as  the  geography  of  the  country  is  such,  as  to  make  it  oecesiary 
for  the  tram  to  pass  by  one  or  the  other  of  the  points  projiosedy  tt 
each  of  which  there  is  now  an  agent. 

It  is  beUeved  that  these  provisions  would  be  as  effectual  as  «y 
that  can  be  devised,  short  of  a  company  incorporated  for  the  pnr- 
pose;  but  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  they  are  open  to  the  objecdooi 
which  have  already  been  stated*  In  fact  they  equally  apply  to  my 
83rstem,  so  long  as  the  trade  is  exposed  to  the  effects  which  must  flow 
from  the  jealous. rivalry  of  independAit  traders,  where  law  and  au- 
thority cannot  step  in  to  restrain  its  consequences  within  proper 
bounds.  The  Indians  themselves  are  not  the  proper  judges  of  tSieir 
own  interests,  and  so  far  from  restraining  the  effects  of  such  rivaiiy, 
they  would  become  the  instruments  of  the  most  cunning  and  vicioot 
of  the  traders,  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  such  as  might  scaod  in  the 
way  of  their  profits. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


^    V 
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LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANS  MITTINO 

A  REPORT  OP  THE  DIRECTOR  OP  THE  MINT, 

OP  THB 

RESULT  OF  SEVERAL  ASSAYS  AT  THAT  ESTABLISHMENT. 

ON  THB 

GOLD  AND  SILVER  COINS  OF  FOREIGN  NATIONS, 
I 

MADB 

CURRENT  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES. 


December  9,  1818. 
Read^  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


WASHINGTON: 

miNTED  BY  E.  DE  KRAFFT. 
1818. 
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TREASUBT  DEPARTMENT, 

December  Sth,  1818. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  the 
currency  within  the  United  States*  of  the  gold  coin  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc 
pieces,"  passed  the  29th  of  April,  1816.  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  a  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  mint,  giving  the  result 
of  sundry  assays  made  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  this  depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  respectfully  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


The  Bbnorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives. 


p  Willi 

i^-i' -11^'*'  Mill 
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(Copy.) 

MINT  OP  THE  tlNlTED  STATES, 

Sth  December  J  \%l%* 

Agpreeably  to  the  general  dii*ectibd8  contained  in  your  letter  of 
he  20th  January  last,  I  have  caused  assays  to  be  made  of  the  several 
pecies  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  made  curt^nt  in  the  Utiited  ' 
Itates,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  29th  April,  1816* 

The  result  of  the  assayer's  report,  is  as  follows: 

car.  gr8# 
void  coins  of  Great  Britain,  made  of  2  pieces  (guineas)  22  O 

)itto 5  ditto  (sovereigns)  22  0 

Htto  of  Portugal         •         -        •    5  ditto,  barely  22  0 

)itto  of  France        ...        5  ditto  (XX  Irancs)         21  2| 
)itto  of  Spain        ...  5  ditto        -        •  20  3| 

o^.  dwtB«  grs* 
Silver  coins  of  France,  made  of  5  pieces  (crowns)        10     18      18 
)itto         ....       5  ditto  (Y  francs)         10      16      00 
From  the  above  it  appears, 

1.  That  as  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Portugal,  are  of 

the  same  quality  vrith  those  of  the  United  States,  their  intrin- 
sic value  will  be  at  the  rate  of  100  cents  for  27  grains,  as 
regulated  by  law. 

2.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  gold  coins  of  France,  will  be 

at  the  rate  of  100  cents  for  27||^  grains,  or  one  dollar  in 
3^55,  worse  than  their  legal  value. 

3.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  gold  coins  of  Spa:n»  will  be  at 

the  rate  pf  160  cents  for  28  -fly  grains,  or  one  dollar  in  399f 
worse  than  their  legal  value. 

4.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  silver  French  crowns,  will  be 

at  the  fate  of  1 17i^  cents  per  ounce,  or  -^  of  a  cent  in  the 
ounce  better  than  their  legal  value. 

5.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  silver  five  franc  pieces  of 

France,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  116-,^  cents,  nearly,  per  ounce, 
or,  1^  of  a  cent^  nearly,  per  ounce,  better  than  their  legal 
value. 


'•ft! 


It  mayy  liowever,  Sir,  be  observed,  that  firom  Ioiig*ezperieiice  d 
the  assayer  of  the  miat,  it  is  foand  that  the  quality  of  foreign  cmns, 
especially  of  silver,  is  somewhat  variable,  as  will  appear  hff  compv- 
ing  the  above  report  with  those  of  former  years:  their  respective  val- 
ues, therefore,  as  regulated  by  the  law  of  1816,  are  probably  as  oear 
their  average  iotrinsic  values,  as  can  well  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  great  respect. 

Tour  most  obedient  servant. 


[Signed] 

The  EonorabU  Wm.  B.  Crawford^ 
Becrctary  of  the  Trcaaurtf. 


BT.  PATTEBSON. 


I      J 
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REPORT 

Of  the  commiitee  mpimion^  and  revobdionanf  ddmi^  M  the  petition 

of  John  Clari. 

DECEMBER  9, 1818. 

Read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  tlit  taUet  ^' 


The  cominittee  on  pensions  and'  revoluttonarjr  daim,  to   whonok 

was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Qarki 
BEPORT— 

The  petitioner  sfktes  that  on  the  first  of  Jvlj^  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-fivet  he  was  commissioned  by  the  conti- 
nental Congress  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  then  raisedi  and  in  Septem- 
ber following,  marched  with  a  detachment  under  command  oi  colonel 
Arnold,  for  Quebec;  that  he  commanded  the  advance  guard,  by  order 
of  colonel  Arnold,  that  atucked  the  lower  town  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  January,  1776;  and  was  taken  prisoner  with 
others  mat  had  passed  the  first  barrrier,  that  he  was  detained  a  pri- 
soner more  than  seven  months;  afterwards  returned  on  parole  and 
came  to  Elizabethtown  in  New  Jersey,  on  the  twenty-fourth  Septem- 
ber, 1776;  that  he  was  paid  to  the  tenth  of  October  following;  was  af- 
terwards exchanged,  and  afterwards  received  from  the  committee  of 
apointment,  the  appointment  to  be  a  captain  on  the  thirteenth  of 
arch,  1777;  that  he  recruited  part  of  a  company,  and  joined  the  ar- 
my under  general  St.  Clair  retreating  from'Ticoaderoga  in  June,  and 
continued  with  the  army  until  about  the  tenth  ot  August,  when  he  went 
home,  and  rejoined  the  army  immediately  after  the  battle  at  Beem's 
heighto,  on  the  nineteenth  September;  that  he  afterwards  left  general 
Gates  in  Albany,  some  time  in  November,  1 777;i  that  he  received  no 
pay  for  his  services  after  the  said  tenth  of  October,  1 776^  except  thir- 
teen dollars  and  thirty-three  cents.  That  in  the  Canada  campaign,  at 
the  time  of  imprisonment,  he  lost  his  gun,  accoutrements,  and  valuable 
miliury  clothing;  and  he  therefore,  in  the  evening  of  life,  and  in  in^ 
digent  circumstances,  prays  that  such  a  sum  may  be  granted  to  him 
as  will  repair  his  losses,  and  recompense  him  for  his  services 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  petition  is  not  accom- 
panied with  sufficient  testimony;  that  the  claim  setup  by  the  peciiioner 
IS  long  since  barred  by  the  sutute  of  limitadon,  and  therefore  submit 
the  following  resolution: 

Besohedj  That  the  prayer  ol  iHe  ^t^WAOutx  ^>^!^  ^^x  x^  \jfe 
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REPORT 


OftheCwmitUe  of  Claims^  on  thepeiiiien  of  colonel  L  CUftif  andoUkrif 
accompamed  with  a  biil  for  their  r^uf 


Deobmbsk  11,  1818. 
Read,  and  with  the  bill  coinimtt«i  lo  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  tCHQOiroWt 


Thecommittee  or  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peddon  of  colo* 
nei  Isaac  Clark,  of  the  state  of  Yermont, 

REPORT: 

The  statements  of  the  petitioner  bring  the  subject  of  his  claim 
so  fully  iDto  review  that  the  committee  beg  leave  to  adopt  it  as  a  part 
of  their  repor(|  as  follows: 

[Here  read  the  petition.] 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  not  without  the  influence  of  pre* 
cedents  in  some  degree  analogous  for  its  support.  The  act  passed 
at  the  first  session  of  the  fourteenth  Congress  for  the  reUef  of  colonel 
'William  Xjawrence,  and  the  officers,  noncommissioned  officers,  and 
privates  composing  the  garrison  at  Fort  Boyeri  may  be  considered  as 
pointing  out  the  utility  of  the  principle  in  such  cases.  There  appears 
to  be  no  substantial  reason  to  induce  a  discrimination  between  mere- 
torious  services  performed  either  on  the  tend  or  water*  If  colonel 
Lawrence  captured  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  thereby  weakened  his 
force  on  the  water, colonel  Clark  took  from  Ifim  mukets,bayonet8f  and 
cartridge-boxes,  which  lessened  his  capacity  for  hostile  operation  on 
land.  As  government  has  heretofore  bestowed  an  honorable  re- 
ward on  the  one,  so  it  appears  to  the  committee  they  should  now  be- 
stow the  same  reward  on  the  other;. and  fortius  purpose  a  bill  is 
herewith  reported 
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REPORT 

On  the  petition  of  colonel  ie  Vtenne^  accompanied  with  a  billmak^ 
ing  provision  for  hio  claim. 


DECEMBER  11,  1818. 


Read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  comniittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  **  bill  making 
proviiion  for  the  claim  of  M.  Poiry,"  &c. 


The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  thp  peiitioo  of  M.  de 
TicDiiei  respectfully 

BEPORT— 

That  the  facts  stated  by  the  petitioner^  are  briefly  the 
following,  viz:  That  he  held  the  commission  of  captain  in  the  French 
cavalry,  in  the  year  ±777$  and  having  first  consulted  Dr.  Franklin^ 
agent  for  the  United  States  in  France,  he  resigned  that  commis- 
sion, in  order  to  join  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  then  contend- 
ing in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence;  that  being  in  the  en- 
joyment of  an  easy  fortune^  he  refused  to  accept  any  advance  in  mo- 
ney from  Dr.  Franklin,  which  would  have  placed  him  on  a  par  with 
the  herd  of  mercenaries  who  sought  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
only  to  obtain  money.  He  embarked  from  Quiberon  bay,  and  ar- 
rived at  Boston,  in  May  1778,  after  a  tedious  passage  of  one  hua« 
dred  and  four  days,  bearing  all  his  own  expenses.  His  first 
services  were  rendered  by  assisting  colonel  Armand,  who  was 
then  engaged  in  forming  a  legion.  He  afterwards  proccrded  to  joia 
general  De  La  Fayette,  under  the  immediate  command  of  general 
Washington,  whose  army  was  then  encamped  at  Valley  Forge.  He 
there  acted  as  volunteer  and  aid-de-camp  to  general  I>e  I>a  Fayette, 
without  pay  or  appointments:  being  on  a  reconnoitering  party  on  the 
rooming  of  the  affair  of  Monmouth,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
make  prisoners  several  Scotch  grenadiers,  and  delivered  them  to 
general  Washington.  M.  de  Vienne  Was  sent  the  day  after  tinit  bat- 
tle to  Philadelphia,  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, and  received,  from  that  honorable  body*  in  consequence  of  the 
recommendatory  letters  he  carried  to  them,  the  rank  of  lieutenant 


* 
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colonel.  Be  contiDued  to  serve  in  that  rank,  thoughout  the  active 
catnpugn  of  1778,  during  seven  months;  for  which  service  colonel 
de  y ienne  refostd  to  receive  cither  pay  or  compensation  of  anjr  kind 
4or  himself  or  attendants;  and  h^  thus  sacrificoiY  without  regret,  the 
sum  of  at  least  twenty-four  thousand  francs  to  have  the  glory  and  hooor» 
(as  he  expresses  it)  of  serving  the  United  States.  His  health  hat- 
ing suffered  from  his  fatigues,  he  re-^mbarkcd  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, with  Monsieur  D'&tMOg,  in  a  frigate  boimd  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Subsequent  events,  connected  with  the  French  revolution,  have 
reduced  colonel  de  Tienne,  to  a  state  of  dependence  upon  a  smaD 
pension  granted  by  the  king  of  France,  to  ^upjKUt  himself  and  family. 
Old,  infirm,  and  poor,  he  now  asks  to  be  paid  for  services  which, 
when  rich,  he  rendered  gratuitously. 

Original  certificates  from  general  Washington  and  from  genenl 
De  La  Fayette,  amply  substantiating  the  principal  facts  above  stated, 
and  testifying  to  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  colonel  de  TieonCt  the 
con^mittee  beg  leave,  to  report  a  bill  herewith  for  his  relief. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  in  the  case  of  John  Eice 
Jones  f  accompanied  with  a  hill  for  his  reUrf. 


Dbobmber  14j(  1818. 
Read,  and  with  the  bill  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow* 


The  committee  on  private  land  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Rice  Jones, 

REPORT: 

That  the  petitioner  states,  t)iathe  holds  a  le»al  title  to  two  tracts  (if 
land  on  the  Kaskaskia  river,  in  the  now  state  of  Illinois,  containing  s.485 
acres,  which  Dartnnuette,  majror  ot  New  Orleans,  and  commandant  for 
the  king  of  France  for  the  province  of  Illinois,  s^anfec/ in  1734,  to  Messrs. 
Boisjollv  and  Barrois,  under  whom,  through  several  intermediate  pur- 
chases, ne  holds  full  title  to  the  whole  3,485  acres.  That  in 
William  Henrj  Harrison,  then  governor  of  the  ludiana  territory,  wliich 
included  the  Illinois,  by  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  him  by  Congress, 
confirmed  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  to  die  said  3,485  acres  of  land; 
which  confirmation,  after  passing  through  the  ordeal  of  the  first  board  of 
commissioners,  who  were  appointed  to  revise  the  confirmations  of  the 
governor,  was,  by  that  board,  ratified.  That  the  board  sitting  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1812,  entered  his  said  claim  as  confirmed.  That  he 
was  with  them  during  the  whole  period  of  their  session,  until  within  a  very 
few  days  of  its  close,  and  was  not  apprised  of  their  intention  to  revoke 
their  decision  of  confirmation;  but  that  about  the  close  of  their  investiga- 
tions, and  after  he  had  left  them,  thej  entered  his  claim  as  surreptitious, 
and  for  that  aileeed  cause,  rejected  it 

He  alleges  that  his  claim  was  eenuine,  and  that  he  could  have  made 
it  manifest  to  the  commissioners,  if  they  had  notified  him  that  it  required 
any  explanations;  and  that  in  consequence  of  their  rejection  of  it^  part  of 
it  has  lately  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  the  whole  subject  to  sale. 
He  prays  a  trial  at  law  to  try  the  genuineness  of  his  title,  or  such  other 
relief  as  mav  be  thought  proper. 

From  tne  reasoning  of  the  petitioner,  the  report  of  Uie  commission- 
ers in  his  case,  to  which  the  committee  have  had  access,  and  the  evidence 
of  tlio  hoD.  Niiiian  Edwards,  who  detailed  facts  before  the  committee,  it 


I- 


>  .1 


1 


C30] 


appears  verj  clear  that  the  petitioner's  claim  ought  not  to  hare  been  re- 
jected, and  that  every  position  taken  by  the  commissioners  in  support  of 
their  opinion,  is  indefensible. 

It  is  fairly  inferrable  from  the  report,  that  the  comniBsioners  woqM 
not  have  hesitated  to  confirm  the  petitioner's  claim,  if  they  had  been  sa- 
tisfied it  was  not  a  foi^rj;  and  it  was  onlj  because  ther  bclicTed  itafiw- 
gery,  that  they  rejected  it  .  TJwsy  hiiy^^^Ten  in  detail  the  reasons  Att 
induced  tlieir  belief  that  it  was  a  forgery;  every  one  of  which  is  ex^ned 
satisfactorily  by  the  argument  of  the  petitioner  in  his  petition,  which  if 
abundantly  confirmed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  governor  of  IlUnois.  0e 
detailed  facts  to  the  committee,  which  not  only  destrojed  entirel;^  die 
reasoning  of  the  commissioners,  and  showed  conclusively,  tiiat  then-  ar- 
guments were  fallacious,  and  the  facts  on  which  they  predicated  then* 
nisconceived,  but  satisfied  every  member  of  the  committee,  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  a  suspicion  of  forgery. 

From  the  manner  in  which  governor  Edwards  formed  his  opiiiioD^ 
(an  examination  of  the  records,  and  a  comparison  of  them  with  others  of 
a  similar  kind,)  and  tlie  facts  and  reasons  he  has  given  in  support  of  theoi* 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  their  correctness.  '•• 

^  If  the  commissioners  had  the  right  to  aiUudicate  on  the  claim  lyf  the 
petitioner,  after  having  been  confirmed  by  the  governor,  and  first  bsinl 
of  commissioners,  (which  is  not  necessary  to  be  decided  in  this  case,)  yet 
it  appears  very  clear  that  they  erred  in  rejecting  it.  The  commissioners 
having  admitted  that  the  claim  had  been  confirmed  by  governor  Har- 
rison, and  that  if  it  were  not  a  forgery,  it  was  entitled  to  confirmatiae; 
and  it  appearing  clearly  from  the  report,  the  documents,  and  f^tp  indie 
case,  and  the  evidence  of  governor  Edwards,  that  it  is  not  a  forgeiy,  it 
follows  necessarily  that  it  snould  liave  been  confirmed:  an|l  that  mt  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  injured  by  its  rejection,  not  having  fi|^(  an  0|^NMii- 
nity  to  support  its  integrity  befitre  the  commissioners.  The  committee 
are  therefore  una::tmousTy  of  opinion,  that  asmuch  irf*  the  claim  as  has  not 
been  sold  by  the  United  States,  ousht  to  be  confirmed  to  the  petitioner, 
by  the  release  of  the  claim  of  the  united  States  to  it  And  in  reaid  to 
jtnat  which  has  been  sold,  as  they  think  it  would  be  improper  to  rei^nd  tiie 
sale,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  should  receive  its  valne  attho 
time  it  was  sold.  To  this  extent  they  ttiink  he'  diQuld  have  relief,  aad- 
for  that  purpose  beg  leave  to  report  a  bilU  •  ! 
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